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March 15, 2021Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors

Meeting Agenda - Final

Important Notice Regarding COVID-19

Pursuant to Governor Newsom’s Executive Order No. N-25-20, any or all Directors may participate 

in the meeting by telephone or video conference.

Based on guidance from the California Department of Public Health and the California Governor’s 

Office, in order to minimize the spread of the COVID 19 virus, please do the following:

1.   You are strongly encouraged to observe the live stream of the Board of Directors meetings at 

http://monterey.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=19 or http://www.mgtvonline.com/ 

2.    If you choose not to attend the Board of Directors meeting but wish to make a comment on a 

specific agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the Friday before the 

meeting. Please submit your comment to the Secretary of the Board at 

WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  In an 

effort to assist the Secretary in identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please 

indicate in the Subject Line, the meeting body (i.e. Board of Directors Agenda) and item number (i.e. 

Item No. 10). Your comment will be placed into the record at the Board meeting.

3.    If you are watching the live stream of the Board meeting and wish to make either a general 

public comment for items not on the day’s agenda or to comment on a specific agenda item as it is 

being heard, please submit your comment, limited to 250 words or less, to the Secretary of the Board 

at WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  In an 

effort to assist the Secretary in identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please 

indicate in the Subject Line, the meeting body (i.e. Board of Directors Agenda) and item number (i.e. 

Item No. 10). Every effort will be made to read your comment into the record, but some comments 

may not be read due to time limitations. Comments received after an agenda item will be made part 

of the record if received prior to the end of the meeting.

4.    For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at: 

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/96838774243

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Enter this Meeting ID number: 968 3877 4243 when prompted. Please note there is no Participant 

Code, you will just hit # again after the recording prompts you.

You will be placed in the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public comment if 
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joined by computer audio please Raise your Hand; and by phone please push *9 on your keypad.

5.  If you attend the Board of Director meeting in person, you will be required to maintain 

appropriate social distancing, i.e., maintain a 6-foot distance between yourself and other individuals.

Aviso Importante Sobre COVID-19

De acuerdo a la orden ejecutiva No. N-25-20 del Governador Newsom, todos y cada uno de los 

Directores pueden participar en la reunión por teléfono o videoconferencia.

Basado en la guía del Departamento de Salud del Estado de Califonia (California Department of 

Public Health) y de la Oficina del Governador, para minimizar la propagación del virus COVID 19, 

por favor haga lo siguiente:

1.  Se le recomienda firmemente que observe la transmisión de la reunión de la Junta Directiva en 

vivo por http://monterey.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=19  o http://www.mgtvonline.com/

2.  Si prefiere no asistir a la reunión de la Junta Directiva pero desea hacer un comentario sobre 

algún tema específico de la agenda, por favor envie su comentario por correo electrónico antes de 

las 5:00 p.m. el Viernes antes de la reunion. Envie su comentario al Secretario de la junta al correo 

electronico WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us

mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  Para ayudar al Secretario a idenficar el artículo de 

la agenda relacionado con su comentario, por favor indique en la linea de asunto del correo 

electronico el cuerpo de la reunion (es decir, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el número de 

artículo (es decir, el Artículo No. 10). Su comentario se colocará en el registro de la reunion de esta 

Junta.

3.  Si usted esta observando la transmisión de la reunion de la Junta en vivo y desea hacer un 

comentario público general para articulos que no son parte de la agenda del día o para comentar en 

un artículo específico de la agenda mientras se esta escuchando, envie su comentario, con un límite 

de 250 palabras o menos, al Secretario de la Junta al correo electronico 

WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us

Para ayudar al Secretario a idenfificar el artículo de la agenda del dia relacionado con su 

comentario, por favor indique en la linea de asunto del correo electronico el cuerpo de la reunión (es 

decir, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el número de artículo (es decir, al Artículo No. 10). Se hará 

todo lo posible para leer su comentario y hacerlo parte del registro de la Junta, pero algunos 

comentarios pueden no leerse debido a limitaciones de tiempo. Cualquier comentario recibido 

despues del artículo de la agenda se hará parte del registro de la reunión si es recibido antes de que 

termine la reunión. 

4.  Para participar for ZOOM, por favor únase for audio de computadora por:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/96838774243
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O para participar for teléfono, llame a culquiera de los números a continuación:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Cuando se le solicite, ingrese este número de reunión: 968 3877 4243. Por favor tenga en cuenta que 

no hay código de participante, simplemente presione # nuevamente después de que la grabación se 

lo indique.

Se le colocará en la reunion como asistente; cuando deseé hacer un comentario público si esta unido 

por la computadora utilize la opción de levantar la mano en el chat de la pantalla; o por teléfono 

presione *9 en su teclado.

5.  Si usted asiste a la reunión en persona, deberá mantener un distanciamiento social apropiado, es 

decir, mantener una distancia de 6 pies entre

Call to Order at 12:00 P.M.

Public Comments on Closed Session Items

1. Closed Session under Government Code section 54950, relating to the following 

item:

a.  Pursuant to Government Code section 54956.9(d)(1), the Board will confer with 

legal counsel regarding existing litigation:

1.  Nacimiento Regional Water Management Advisory Committee v. 

Monterey County Water Resources Agency, Board of Supervisors of 

Monterey County Water Resources, et al.  (San Luis Obispo County Superior 

Court case no. 19CVP-0010)

2.  City of Marina vs. RMC Lonestar, et al. (Monterey County Superior case 

no. 20CV001387)  

b.  Pursuant to Government Code section 54956.9(d)(2), the Board of Directors will 

confer with legal counsel regarding three matters of potential exposure to litigation.

Note: Continuance of Closed Session to be held at the conclusion of the Board's 

Regular Agenda, or at any other time during the course of the meeting 

announced by the Chairperson of the Board. The public may comment on 

Closed Session items prior to the Board's recess to Closed Session.
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Recess to Closed Session

Reconvene Meeting at 1:00 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment

Consent Calendar

2. Approve the Action Minutes of February 16, 2021

Draft Action MInutes February 16, 2021Attachments:

3. Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors

approve granting a 10-foot wide drainage easement for construction of a stormwater 

overflow drain into Bryant Canyon Drainage Canal to L. Keith Slama and Jannette 

Slama, Trustees of the Slama Trust created July 17, 2014 and Kenneth Eugene Slama, 

Trustee of the Kenneth Eugene Slama Trust dated July 18, 2006; and authorize the 

General Manager to execute the Grant of Easement Deed for Stormwater Overflow 

Drain.

Board Report

Keith Slama - Grant of Easement Deed

Exhibit A

Exhibit B

Exhibit C

Board Order

Attachments:

4. Receive the Well Locations Report for the Protection of Domestic Drinking Water 

Supplies for the Lower Salinas Valley Project

Board Report

Well Locations Report

Board Order

Attachments:

Scheduled Items

5. Consider receiving the 2020 Groundwater Level and Seawater Intrusion Contour 

Maps

Board Report

Board Order

Attachments:

Page 5 Monterey County Printed on 3/8/2021

5

http://monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=46106
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=8fab888d-ec48-4a38-8bd3-c47e05bbfbac.pdf
http://monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=46112
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=60ad63c0-03d2-458f-8bd8-962ed61b599d.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b74474af-07fe-4522-bb98-5ed2138a8dc7.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=8d7ef674-31f8-4574-b705-ca432b52bde5.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=3657c01d-843e-4145-9f95-ec8025bb9997.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=d35b998d-aa6e-4980-b63e-fae17ad9d20e.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=d786b7e7-089a-437c-b415-7a69d158640b.docx
http://monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=46114
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7740c356-2c19-482b-8bd7-977837b2fe02.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=208522bb-0b4a-45a1-9b98-2186d4de6577.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=55caa28e-26d2-4533-b54a-2efab944b17f.docx
http://monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=46119
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=07faa4bf-1aa6-4747-8a6e-a31c24abdbf8.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a82a7c8e-d5dc-4b18-90aa-e04a93bd4062.docx


March 15, 2021Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors

Meeting Agenda - Final

6. Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board 

of Supervisors approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water 

Rights Petition For Change for License 12624, License 7543 and Permit 21089 for 

modifications related to the Interlake Tunnel and Spillway Modification Project; and 

authorize the General Manager to sign the Petition for Change Applications.

Board Report

Board Order

Attachments:

7. Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board 

of Supervisors approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water 

Rights Petition For Change for License 7543 and Permit 21089 for consistency issues 

related to the Nacimiento Reservoir; and authorize the General Manager to sign the 

Petition for Change Applications.

Board Report

Board Order

Attachments:

Key Information and Calendar of Events

8. March, April and May 2021 Calendars

March 2021

April 2021

May 2021

Attachments:

General Manager's Report

9. · COVID-19 Update

· Personnel Update

· Reservoir Drought Operations

· Prop 1 Grant Update

· Fish Screen Grant Update

· Other

Committee Reports

Information Items

10. Information Items:

 1.  Reservoir Release Update

 2.  Well Permit Application Activities Update

 3.  Salinas River Sandbar Management Activities Report
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Reservoir Release Update

Well Permit Application Activities Update

Salinas River Sandbar Management Activites

Attachments:

Board of Directors Comments

Adjournment
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-058 March 15, 2021

Item No.1 

Draft3/5/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Closed Session under Government Code section 54950, relating to the following item:

a.  Pursuant to Government Code section 54956.9(d)(1), the Board will confer with legal counsel 

regarding existing litigation:

1.  Nacimiento Regional Water Management Advisory Committee v. Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency, Board of Supervisors of Monterey County Water Resources, et al.  

(San Luis Obispo County Superior Court case no. 19CVP-0010)

2.  City of Marina vs. RMC Lonestar, et al. (Monterey County Superior case no. 

20CV001387)  

b.  Pursuant to Government Code section 54956.9(d)(2), the Board of Directors will confer with legal 

counsel regarding three matters of potential exposure to litigation.

Note: Continuance of Closed Session to be held at the conclusion of the Board's Regular 

Agenda, or at any other time during the course of the meeting announced by the Chairperson of 

the Board. The public may comment on Closed Session items prior to the Board's recess to 

Closed Session.
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-049 March 15, 2021

Item No.2 

Draft3/4/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Approve the Action Minutes of February 16, 2021
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12:30 PM

Monterey County

1441 Schilling Place

North Building
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IMPORTANT COVID-19 NOTICE ON PAGE 2-4
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Important Notice Regarding COVID-19

Pursuant to Governor Newsom’s Executive Order No. N-25-20, any or all Directors may 

participate in the meeting by telephone or video conference.

Based on guidance from the California Department of Public Health and the California 

Governor’s Office, in order to minimize the spread of the COVID 19 virus, please do the 

following:

1.   You are strongly encouraged to observe the live stream of the Board of Directors 

meetings at http://monterey.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=19 or 

http://www.mgtvonline.com/ 

2.    If you choose not to attend the Board of Directors meeting but wish to make a comment 

on a specific agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the Friday 

before the meeting. Please submit your comment to the Secretary of the Board at 

WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  In 

an effort to assist the Secretary in identifying the agenda item relating to your public 

comment please indicate in the Subject Line, the meeting body (i.e. Board of Directors 

Agenda) and item number (i.e. Item No. 10). Your comment will be placed into the record at 

the Board meeting.

3.    If you are watching the live stream of the Board meeting and wish to make either a 

general public comment for items not on the day’s agenda or to comment on a specific agenda 

item as it is being heard, please submit your comment, limited to 250 words or less, to the 

Secretary of the Board at WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us 

mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  In an effort to assist the Secretary in 

identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please indicate in the Subject 

Line, the meeting body (i.e. Board of Directors Agenda) and item number (i.e. Item No. 10). 

Every effort will be made to read your comment into the record, but some comments may not 

be read due to time limitations. Comments received after an agenda item will be made part of 

the record if received prior to the end of the meeting.

4.    For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at: 

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/96838774243

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US
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Enter this Meeting ID number: 968 3877 4243 when prompted. Please note there is no 

Participant Code, you will just hit # again after the recording prompts you.

You will be placed in the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public 

comment if joined by computer audio please Raise your Hand; and by phone please push *9 

on your keypad.

5.  If you attend the Board of Director meeting in person, you will be required to maintain 

appropriate social distancing, i.e., maintain a 6-foot distance between yourself and other 

individuals.

Aviso Importante Sobre COVID-19

De acuerdo a la orden ejecutiva No. N-25-20 del Governador Newsom, todos y cada uno de 

los Directores pueden participar en la reunión por teléfono o videoconferencia.

Basado en la guía del Departamento de Salud del Estado de Califonia (California Department 

of Public Health) y de la Oficina del Governador, para minimizar la propagación del virus 

COVID 19, por favor haga lo siguiente:

1.  Se le recomienda firmemente que observe la transmisión de la reunión de la Junta 

Directiva en vivo por http://monterey.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=19  o 

http://www.mgtvonline.com/

2.  Si prefiere no asistir a la reunión de la Junta Directiva pero desea hacer un comentario 

sobre algún tema específico de la agenda, por favor envie su comentario por correo 

electrónico antes de las 5:00 p.m. el Viernes antes de la reunion. Envie su comentario al 

Secretario de la junta al correo electronico WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us

mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  Para ayudar al Secretario a idenficar el 

artículo de la agenda relacionado con su comentario, por favor indique en la linea de asunto 

del correo electronico el cuerpo de la reunion (es decir, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el 

número de artículo (es decir, el Artículo No. 10). Su comentario se colocará en el registro de 

la reunion de esta Junta.

3.  Si usted esta observando la transmisión de la reunion de la Junta en vivo y desea hacer un 

comentario público general para articulos que no son parte de la agenda del día o para 

comentar en un artículo específico de la agenda mientras se esta escuchando, envie su 

comentario, con un límite de 250 palabras o menos, al Secretario de la Junta al correo 

electronico WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  

mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us

Para ayudar al Secretario a idenfificar el artículo de la agenda del dia relacionado con su 

comentario, por favor indique en la linea de asunto del correo electronico el cuerpo de la 
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reunión (es decir, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el número de artículo (es decir, al 

Artículo No. 10). Se hará todo lo posible para leer su comentario y hacerlo parte del registro 

de la Junta, pero algunos comentarios pueden no leerse debido a limitaciones de tiempo. 

Cualquier comentario recibido despues del artículo de la agenda se hará parte del registro de 

la reunión si es recibido antes de que termine la reunión. 

4.  Para participar for ZOOM, por favor únase for audio de computadora por:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/96838774243

O para participar for teléfono, llame a culquiera de los números a continuación:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Cuando se le solicite, ingrese este número de reunión: 968 3877 4243. Por favor tenga en 

cuenta que no hay código de participante, simplemente presione # nuevamente después de 

que la grabación se lo indique.

Se le colocará en la reunion como asistente; cuando deseé hacer un comentario público si 

esta unido por la computadora utilize la opción de levantar la mano en el chat de la pantalla; o 

por teléfono presione *9 en su teclado.

5.  Si usted asiste a la reunión en persona, deberá mantener un distanciamiento social 

apropiado, es decir, mantener una distancia de 6 pies entre

Call to Order at 12:30 P.M.

Roll Call

Present:  Director John Baillie, Director Mark Gonzalez, Director Deidre Sullivan, Director Ken 

Ekelund, Director Mike Scattini, Director Mike LeBarre, Director Jason Smith, Director Matthew 

Simis, Director Marvin Borzini

Absent:  None

Public Comments on Closed Session Items

None

1. Closed Session under Government Code section 54950, relating to the following item:

Pursuant to Government Code section 54957(b)(1), the Board will confer regarding appointment to the 

position of Monterey County Water Resources Finance Manager.
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 Note: Continuance of Closed Session to be held at the conclusion of the Board's Regular Agenda, 

or at any other time during the course of the meeting announced by the Chairperson of the 

Board. The public may comment on Closed Session items prior to the Board's recess to Closed 

Session.

Recess to Closed Session

Reconvene Meeting at 1:00 P.M.

The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. Per County Counsel, there were no reportable actions taken 

in Closed Session.

Public Comment

None

Appointment of Vice-Chair

2. 1.  Appointment of replacement Vice-Chair to serve the remaining year of a two-year term.

Upon Motion by Director Ekelund and Second by Director Sullivan the Board appointed Director 

Mike LeBarre to serve as Vice-Chair for the remaining year of a two-year term.

Ayes:  Directors Baillie,Gonzalez, Sullivan, Ekelund, Scattini,LeBarre, Smith, Simis and Borzini

Noes:  None

Consent Calendar

Upon Motion by Director Smith and Second by Director Gonzalez the Board approved the Consent 

Calendar.

Ayes:  Directors Baillie, Gonzalez, Sullivan, Ekelund, Scattini, LeBarre, Smith, Simis and Borzini

Noes:  None

3. Approve the Action Minutes of January 19, 2021

Attachments: Draft Action Minutes January 19, 2021

4. Receive the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) FY 2020-21 Second Quarter 

Financial Status Report through December 31, 2020.

Attachments: Board Report

FY 2020-21 Second Quarter Financial Status

5. Approve Amendment No. 4 to the Professional Services Agreement with McMillen Jacobs Associates 

for a term extension from March 16, 2021 to March 16, 2022; and authorize the General Manager to 

execute the Amendment.
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February 16, 2021Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors

Action Minutes - Draft

Attachments: Board Report

Amendment No. 4

Amendment No. 3

Amendment No. 2

Amendment No. 1

Agreement

Board Order

Scheduled Items

6. Consider receiving a report on the winter storm event of 2021.

Attachments: Board Report

Upon Motion by Director Sullivan and Second by Director LeBarre the Board received a report on 

the winter storm event of 2021.

Ayes:  Directors Baillie, Gonzalez, Sullivan, Ekelund, Scattini, LeBarre, Smith, Simis and Borzini

Noes:  None

Public Comment:  Norm Groot

7. Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors 

adopt a resolution authorizing and directing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with 

the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to receive a grant of $17 million dollars for the 

construction of Fish Exclusion System in conjunction with the Interlake Tunnel construction.

Attachments: Board Report

Draft Final CDFW Agreement

Fish Screen WRABOS Resolution

Board Order

Upon Motion by DirectorLeBarre and Second by Director Smith, the Boad recommended that the 

Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors adopt a resolution authorizing 

and directing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife to receive a grant of $17 million dollars for the construction of a 

Fish Exclusion System in conjunction with the Interlake Tunnel construction.

Ayes:  Directors Baillie, Gonzalez, Sullivan, Ekelund, Scattini, LeBarre, Smith and Simis 

Noes:  Director Borzini

Public Comment:  Norm Groot

8. Consider receiving a report on the Groundwater Extraction Management System (GEMS) 2019 

Groundwater Extraction Summary Report.

Page 5Monterey County Printed on 3/4/2021

15

http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=9c09aaf3-964b-4264-a8ee-9b73e46b26f9.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7170cdae-a546-4d59-a573-9d00016b28b0.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=9ef154a3-2cd3-49c9-bf96-e3a1da94304c.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=9cdea359-e01e-4074-957c-c760e2a9185f.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c5c00637-212b-4858-ab4b-a0cb22b98d02.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=cc00cbd6-b225-4f24-aba4-f1fd56a61046.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=2503e43c-eedd-4127-862e-81584d742400.docx
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=43e1ee2d-b567-4aca-b644-aa6a72dc577b.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6170fac2-854d-4933-9e73-fcc8a8cde053.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5e4568b6-b71c-4e02-8070-386eb7b2f225.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e443e7f4-81bc-4146-ba37-b4b590b8da8f.docx
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=6e657ad9-46d8-48c0-bb6d-8a7fe0afac94.docx


February 16, 2021Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors

Action Minutes - Draft

Attachments: Board Report

2019 GEMS Summary Report

Board Order

Upon Motion by Director Gonzalez and Second by Director Smith, the Board  received a report on 

the Groundwater Extraction Management System (GEMS) 2019 Groundwater Extraction Summary 

Report.

Ayes:  Directors Baillie, Gonzalez, Sullivan, Ekelund, Scattini, LeBarre, Smith, Simis and Borzini

Noes:  None

9. Consider receiving a report on the addition of a Deep Aquifers Addendum to the Salinas Valley Water 

Conditions Report.

Attachments: Board Report

Quarterly Report WY2021

Deep Aquifer Addendum

Board Order

Upon Motion by Director Scattini and Second by Director Smith the Board received a report on 

the addition of a Deep Aquifers Addendum to the Salinas Valley Water Conditions Report.

Ayes:  Directors Baillie, Gonzalez, Sullivan, Ekelund, Scattini, LeBarre, Smith, Simis and Borzini

Noes:  None

Public Comment:  Marieke Desmond

10. Consider adopting the “Standards and Guiding Principles of Reservoir Operations During Drought 

Conditions” for the Drought Operations Technical Advisory Committee.

Attachments: Board Report

Standards and Guiding Principles

Board Order

Upon Motion by Director Ekelund and Second by Director Sullivan the Board adopted the 

“Standards and Guiding Principles of Reservoir Operations During Drought Conditions” for the 

Drought Operations Technical Advisory Committee and in addition, stated  that other members 

and organizations can be a part of the DTAC Committee to the extent that it is consistent with the 

Settlement Agreement.

Ayes:  Directors Baillie, Gonzalez, Sullivan, Ekelund, Scattini, LeBarre, Smith, Simis and Borzini

Noes:  None

Public Comment: Nancy Isakson, Marieke Desmond

Key Information and Calendar of Events

11. February, March and April 2021 Calendars

Page 6Monterey County Printed on 3/4/2021

16

http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f7994ab7-def2-47ff-a4a7-df1e3ce858cc.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=cc5fdaa3-b032-425f-88c0-ef6c738be517.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=20d7aaea-1484-4535-a846-4dad66a1fa59.docx
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5856f4fa-c561-4cd3-bc00-43a7d5ccf7ba.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e6aa8b99-2d2d-4cf6-ad65-1a3f145e6021.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a4e9b203-bcb0-4231-9f44-6f9edd058d47.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b04bc7d3-8e58-462f-bdaf-90283c8d8447.docx
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5394942f-d489-436d-aaef-e53526365802.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5434c6c6-4379-41cd-8338-9e89a3e11940.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=3b55de05-6b1c-4a9b-9666-5a16ac2b3044.docx


February 16, 2021Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors

Action Minutes - Draft

Attachments: February 2021

March 2021

April 2021

General Manager's Report

12. · COVID-19 Update

· Personnel Update

· Reservoir Drought Operations

· Prop 1 Grant Update

· Other

Committee Reports

Information Items

13. Information Items:

 1.  Reservoir Release Update

 2.  Well Permit Application Activities Update

Attachments: Reservoir Release Update

Well Permit Application Activities Update

Correspondence

14. Letter dated February 3, 2021 from Brent Buche, General Manager to Drought Operations Technical 

Advisory Committee

Attachments: D-TAC Stand Down Notice 2021

Board of Directors Comments

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 2:59 p.m.
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-053 March 15, 2021

Item No.3 

Agenda Ready3/4/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors

approve granting a 10-foot wide drainage easement for construction of a stormwater overflow drain 

into Bryant Canyon Drainage Canal to L. Keith Slama and Jannette Slama, Trustees of the Slama 

Trust created July 17, 2014 and Kenneth Eugene Slama, Trustee of the Kenneth Eugene Slama Trust 

dated July 18, 2006; and authorize the General Manager to execute the Grant of Easement Deed for 

Stormwater Overflow Drain.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors 

recommend the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a.  Approve granting a 10-foot wide drainage easement for construction of a stormwater overflow 

drain into Bryant Canyon Drainage Canal to L. Keith Slama and Jannette Slama, Trustees of the 

Slama Trust created July 17, 2014 and Kenneth Eugene Slama, Trustee of the Kenneth Eugene Slama 

Trust dated July 18, 2006; and 

b.  Authorize the General Manager to execute the Grant of Easement Deed for Stormwater Overflow 

Drain.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

Mr. Keith Slama (“Property Owner”) has obtained approval from the City of Soledad to construct a 

housing development on his property (APN 022-183-030-000).  This property is located in the City 

of Soledad and is within Monterey County Water Resources Agency’s (“MCWRA”) Zone 8.  The 

proposed housing development will have an onsite stormwater retainment system designed to capture 

95th percentile of storm events or up to 3.3 cfs for a 100-year storm event.  

The Property Owner has requested a drainage easement over MCWRA’s property to serve the 

housing development.  Specifically, Property Owner seeks to construct a 10-foot wide stormwater 

overflow drain into the MCWRA’s Bryant Canyon Drainage Canal (“Canal”) to allow stormwater 

flows into the Canal from storm events exceeding the 95th percentile or up to 3.3 cfs for a 100-year 

storm event.  The drainage easement requested by the Property Owner will encroach upon lands 

granted to the MCWRA in 1973.  Staff has verified the flow capacity of the Canal to accept an 

additional 3.3 cfs.

The proposed Grant of Easement Deed, attached hereto as Attachment 1, includes requirements that 

the Property Owner maintain the stormwater overflow drain, and indemnify MCWRA from use of the 

easement.  The location of the easement is detailed in Exhibit C. 
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Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-053

FINANCING:

Recording fees will be paid by the Grantee.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

County Counsel has reviewed the Grant Easement Deed as to form.

Prepared by: Manuel Saavedra, Associate Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by: Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Attachments:

1.  Draft Grant Easement Deed with Exhibits A, B, and C.

2.  Board Order.

        

Page 2  Monterey County Printed on 3/8/2021

19



Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-053 March 15, 2021

Item No. 

Agenda Ready3/4/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors

approve granting a 10-foot wide drainage easement for construction of a stormwater overflow drain 

into Bryant Canyon Drainage Canal to L. Keith Slama and Jannette Slama, Trustees of the Slama 

Trust created July 17, 2014 and Kenneth Eugene Slama, Trustee of the Kenneth Eugene Slama Trust 

dated July 18, 2006; and authorize the General Manager to execute the Grant of Easement Deed for 

Stormwater Overflow Drain.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors 

recommend the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a.  Approve granting a 10-foot wide drainage easement for construction of a stormwater overflow 

drain into Bryant Canyon Drainage Canal to L. Keith Slama and Jannette Slama, Trustees of the 

Slama Trust created July 17, 2014 and Kenneth Eugene Slama, Trustee of the Kenneth Eugene Slama 

Trust dated July 18, 2006; and 

b.  Authorize the General Manager to execute the Grant of Easement Deed for Stormwater Overflow 

Drain.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

Mr. Keith Slama (“Property Owner”) has obtained approval from the City of Soledad to construct a 

housing development on his property (APN 022-183-030-000).  This property is located in the City 

of Soledad and is within Monterey County Water Resources Agency’s (“MCWRA”) Zone 8.  The 

proposed housing development will have an onsite stormwater retainment system designed to capture 

95th percentile of storm events or up to 3.3 cfs for a 100-year storm event.  

The Property Owner has requested a drainage easement over MCWRA’s property to serve the 

housing development.  Specifically, Property Owner seeks to construct a 10-foot wide stormwater 

overflow drain into the MCWRA’s Bryant Canyon Drainage Canal (“Canal”) to allow stormwater 

flows into the Canal from storm events exceeding the 95th percentile or up to 3.3 cfs for a 100-year 

storm event.  The drainage easement requested by the Property Owner will encroach upon lands 

granted to the MCWRA in 1973.  Staff has verified the flow capacity of the Canal to accept an 

additional 3.3 cfs.

The proposed Grant of Easement Deed, attached hereto as Attachment 1, includes requirements that 

the Property Owner maintain the stormwater overflow drain, and indemnify MCWRA from use of the 

easement.  The location of the easement is detailed in Exhibit C. 
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FINANCING:

Recording fees will be paid by the Grantee.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

County Counsel has reviewed the Grant Easement Deed as to form.

Prepared by: Manuel Saavedra, Associate Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by: Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Attachments:

1.  Draft Grant Easement Deed with Exhibits A, B, and C.

2.  Board Order.
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APN: 257-171-002 (portion of)    SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER’S USE ONLY 
 
 
THE UNDERSIGNED GRANTOR(s) DECLARE(s)  
 
DOCUMENTARY TRANSFER TAX is $_____________________________   
 Computed on full value of property conveyed, or  
 Computed on full value less value of liens or encumbrances remaining at time of sale,  
 Unincorporated area  City of ___________________ 
   
___________________________________________________ 
Signature of Declarant or agent – Firm Name 
 
 

GRANT OF EASEMENT DEED FOR STORMWATER OVERFLOW 
DRAIN  

 
 

THIS GRANT OF EASEMENT is made this          day of  2021, by 
and between MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY ( “Grantor”), and L. Keith 
Slama and Jannette Slama, Trustees of the Slama Trust created July 17, 2014 and Kenneth Eugene 
Slama, Trustee of the Kenneth Eugene Slama Trust dated July 18, 2006 (collectively, “Grantee”). 
 

R E C I T A L S 
 

A. Grantee owns certain real property located in the County of Monterey, State of 
California, which is more particularly described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference (“Grantee’s Property”). 
 

B. Grantor owns certain real property located in the County of Monterey, State of 
California, which is more particularly described in Exhibit “B” attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference (“Grantor’s Property”). 
 

C. Grantee is approved to construct residential housing on Grantee’s Property, which is 
previously undeveloped.  Grantor’s Property includes a drainage canal into which stormwater runoff 
has historically drained from Grantee’s Property, as more particularly described in Exhibit “B” 
(“Canal”).   

RECORDING REQUESTED BY: 
Slama Trust created July 17, 2014 and 
Kenneth Eugene Slama Trust dated July 
18, 2006 
 
WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO: 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
Attention: General Manager 
P.O. Box 930 
Salinas, CA 93902 
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D. As part of Grantee’s development of Grantee’s Property, Grantee desires to install a 
stormwater overflow drain from Grantee’s Property into the Canal. 

 
E. For the benefit of Grantee, Grantor desires to grant to the Grantee the right to 

construct, operate, maintain, repair and replace a stormwater overflow drain more particularly 
described on Exhibit “C” (“Easement”). 

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, by reason of the foregoing and in consideration of the covenants hereafter 
set forth, a grant of easement is hereby made, subject to the following terms and conditions: 
 

1. Grant of Easement. Grantor hereby grants to Grantee an easement for the express 
purpose of constructing, operating, maintaining, repairing and replacing a stormwater overflow 
drain. By using or otherwise accepting this grant, Grantee shall be deemed, without further act, to 
have assumed and to be bound by all the terms, covenants, and conditions of said grant. 
 

2. Location of Easement. The location of the Easement shall include those portions 
shown on Exhibit “C.” 
 

3. Scope of Easement. The Easement shall be exclusive and shall be for the purposes 
of stormwater overflow drainage into the Canal.  

 
4. Notification of Stormwater Overflow Drain Construction.  Grantee shall notify 

Grantor of construction schedule for the stormwater overflow drain prior to initial installation. 
 

5. Stormwater Overflow Drain Maintenance. The maintenance of the stormwater 
overflow drain described herein shall be the responsibility of the Grantee.  Grantee shall conduct 
annual inspections of the stormwater overflow drain to verify proper operation. Grantee shall notify 
Grantor prior to any repairs being performed.  Grantee shall complete all required repairs of the 
stormwater overflow drain at Grantee’s expense. 
 

6. Reimbursement. All fees shall be the responsibility of the Grantee.  Grantee shall 
reimburse Grantor for the administrative costs of processing this Easement. 
 

7. Covenants Running with Land. Each and all of the covenants, restrictions, 
conditions and provisions contained in this Easement, whether affirmative or negative in nature, 
are made for the direct, mutual and reciprocal benefit of each parcel of land described herein and 
will constitute covenants running with the land. 
 

8. Successors. This Easement shall inure to the benefit of and be binding on the parties 
hereto and their respective successors and assigns. 
 

9. Current Condition. Grantor provides the Easement property to Grantee “As Is” in 
its current condition with all faults and without representation or warranty. Grantor makes no 
representation or warrant as to the suitability of the Easement property for Grantee’s purposes. 

 
10. Indemnification. To the fullest extent permitted by law, Grantee shall hold harmless, 
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defend at their own expense, and indemnify Grantor, its officers, employees, agents, and its 
successors in interest, against any and all liability, claims, losses, damages or expenses, including 
reasonable attorney fees and costs, arising from all acts or omissions of Grantee or their contractors, 
officers, agents, or employees arising from the use of this Easement. 
 

11. Attorney Fees. In the event of any controversy, claim, or dispute relating to this 
instrument or the breach thereof, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover from the other party 
reasonable expenses, attorney fees and costs. 

 
12. Severability. If any provision of this Easement is held by a court of competent 

jurisdiction to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of the Easement shall continue in full 
force and effect and shall in no way be impaired or invalided. The parties agree to substitute for 
the invalid or unenforceable provision a valid and enforceable provision that most closely 
approximates the intent and economic effect of the invalid or unenforceable provision. 

 
13. Counterparts. This Easement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall 

be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF this Grant of Easement Deed is executed by the parties on the dates set 
forth below. 

 

 

[The remainder of this page blank] 
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GRANTOR: 
 
Dated:  , 2021 Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

 
 

By:   
        Brent Buche, General Manager 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
Dated:  , 2021 By:       
       Kelly L. Donlon, Deputy County Counsel 

 
 
 
 

GRANTEE: 
 
Dated:  , 2021 L. Keith Slama and Jannette Slama, 

Trustees of the Slama Trust created 
July 17, 2014  

 
 
    
  L. Keith Slama, Trustee 
 
 
    
  Jannette Slama, Trustee 
 
Dated , 2021 Kenneth Eugene Slama, Trustee of the 

Kenneth Eugene Slama Trust dated 
July 18, 2006 

 
 
    
  Kenneth Eugene Slama, Trustee 
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No.   

 

 
RECOMMEND THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY  ) 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVE GRANTING A 10-FOOT WIDE    ) 

DRAINAGE EASEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A STORMWATER  ) 

OVERFLOW DRAIN INTO BRYANT CANYON DRAINAGE CANAL TO  )   

L. KEITH SLAMA AND JANNETTE SLAMA, TRUSTEES OF THE SLAMA )  

TRUST CREATED JULY 17, 2014 AND KENNETH EUGENE SLAMA,   )   

TRUSTEE OF THE OF THE KENNETH EUGENE SLAMA TRUST DATED )  

DATED JULY 18, 2006; AND AUTHORIZE THE GENERAL MANAGER  )  

TO EXECUTE THE GRANT OF EASEMENT DEED FOR STORMWATER )  

OVERFLOW DRAIN         )   

 

  

Upon motion of Director _____________, seconded by Director ____________, and carried by those 

members present, the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

 Recommends the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors: 

 

1. Approve granting a 10-foot wide drainage easement for construction of 

a stormwater overflow drain into Bryant Canyon Drainage Canal to L. 

Keith Slama and Jannette Slama, Trustees of the Slama Trust created 

July 17, 2014 and Kenneth Eugene Slama, Trustee of the Kenneth 

Eugene Slama Trust dated July 18, 2006; and,  

 

2. Authorize the General Manager to execute the Grant of Easement Deed 

for Stormwater Overflow Drain. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 15th day of March 2021, by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

 

AYES:   

 

NOES:    

 

ABSENT:   

 

 

               

BY:  John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors           General Manager 
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-054 March 15, 2021

Item No.4 

Agenda Ready3/4/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Receive the Well Locations Report for the Protection of Domestic Drinking Water Supplies for the 

Lower Salinas Valley Project

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors: Receive 

the Well Locations Report for the Protection of Domestic Drinking Water Supplies for the Lower 

Salinas Valley Project

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

In December 2020, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) prepared a “Well 

Locations Report” deliverable per the grant agreement with the State Water Resources Control Board 

(“SWRCB”) for the Protection of Domestic Drinking Water Supplies for the Lower Salinas 

Valley project (“Project”). 

Draft and final versions of the Well Locations Report (Attachment 1) were reviewed by the Technical 

Advisory Committee for the Project. In addition, the SWRCB requires that the MCWRA Board of 

Directors formally receive the Well Locations Report. 

The purpose of the Well Locations Report is to present the purpose, location, Project scope and 

hydrogeology in the Project area; provide data illustrating the hydrology in and around the Project 

area; provide details on the wells that will be destroyed as part of the Project; and discuss 

groundwater monitoring in the Project area. 

In addition to summarizing hydrogeologic data, the Well Locations Report presents the outcome of a 

September 2020 field reconnaissance event intended to locate and identify wells for the Project; 

groundwater elevation data from August 2020; and groundwater quality data from June, August, and 

September 2020. 

The Basin Management Advisory Committee received the Well Locations Report on March 3, 2021 

and recommended that it be forwarded to the Board of Directors. 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The Project is funded in part by a grant from the State Water Resources Control Board. 

FINANCING:

Page 1  Monterey County Printed on 3/8/2021
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There is no financial impact in receiving this report. Activities conducted in support and development 

of the Well Locations Report funded by the Proposition 1 grant. 

Prepared by: Amy Woodrow, Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860

Attachments: 

  Well Locations Report
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-054 March 15, 2021

Item No. 

Agenda Ready3/4/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Receive the Well Locations Report for the Protection of Domestic Drinking Water Supplies for the 

Lower Salinas Valley Project

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors: Receive 

the Well Locations Report for the Protection of Domestic Drinking Water Supplies for the Lower 

Salinas Valley Project

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

In December 2020, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) prepared a “Well 

Locations Report” deliverable per the grant agreement with the State Water Resources Control Board 

(“SWRCB”) for the Protection of Domestic Drinking Water Supplies for the Lower Salinas 

Valley project (“Project”). 

Draft and final versions of the Well Locations Report (Attachment 1) were reviewed by the Technical 

Advisory Committee for the Project. In addition, the SWRCB requires that the MCWRA Board of 

Directors formally receive the Well Locations Report. 

The purpose of the Well Locations Report is to present the purpose, location, Project scope and 

hydrogeology in the Project area; provide data illustrating the hydrology in and around the Project 

area; provide details on the wells that will be destroyed as part of the Project; and discuss 

groundwater monitoring in the Project area. 

In addition to summarizing hydrogeologic data, the Well Locations Report presents the outcome of a 

September 2020 field reconnaissance event intended to locate and identify wells for the Project; 

groundwater elevation data from August 2020; and groundwater quality data from June, August, and 

September 2020. 

The Basin Management Advisory Committee received the Well Locations Report on March 3, 2021 

and recommended that it be forwarded to the Board of Directors. 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The Project is funded in part by a grant from the State Water Resources Control Board. 

FINANCING:
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There is no financial impact in receiving this report. Activities conducted in support and development 

of the Well Locations Report funded by the Proposition 1 grant. 

Prepared by: Amy Woodrow, Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860
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1.0 Introduction 
This Well Locations Report has been developed by the Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
(“MCWRA”) in support of the Protection of Domestic Drinking Water Supplies for the Lower Salinas 
Valley project (“Project”), which is funded in part by a Proposition 1 implementation grant from the 
State Water Resources Control Board (Agreement No. D1912532).  

1.1 Purpose of the Well Locations Report 
The Well Locations Report describes the purpose, location, Project scope and hydrogeology in the 
Project area; provides cross sections to illustrate the hydrogeology in and around the Project area 
and information on the wells that will be destroyed as part of the Project; and discusses 
groundwater monitoring in the Project area for existing and Project-specific monitoring events.  

2.0 Project Purpose, Location, and Scope 
2.1 Project Purpose 
The purpose of the Project is to eliminate conduits for migration of impaired groundwater between 
aquifers that serve as a water supply for domestic and municipal drinking water, and agricultural 
irrigation. Seawater intrusion and nitrate contamination have been documented in the Project area 
in both the 180-Foot and 400-Foot Aquifers. 
 
Seawater intrusion, defined by MCWRA Ordinance No. 3790 as groundwater with a chloride 
concentration of 500 milligrams per liter (mg/L) or greater, has been mapped in the 180-Foot 
Aquifer since 1944 and in the 400-Foot Aquifer since 1959. In 2015, vertical migration of seawater 
intrusion from the 180-Foot to 400-Foot Aquifer was documented for the first time on MCWRA’s 
seawater intrusion maps. While seawater intrusion has not been documented in the Deep Aquifers, 
a downward hydraulic gradient exists in the Project area that could facilitate the vertical movement 
of water from the 400-Foot Aquifer to the Deep Aquifers. Nitrate contamination has been identified 
in the 180-Foot Aquifer in 98 groundwater wells located within the project area. Nitrate 
concentrations range from 1 mg/L NO3 to 577 mg/L NO3. 
 

Twenty wells that supply municipal drinking water are in, or within 0.5 mile, of the Project area. 
These wells extract water primarily from the 400-Foot Aquifer (13 wells) or the Deep Aquifers (6 
wells); one well extracts water from both the 180-Foot and 400-Foot Aquifers.  Eliminating 
conduits for movement of impaired groundwater will protect these aquifers that supply drinking 
water.  

2.2 Project Location 
The Project is located in Monterey County within the 180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin of the Salinas 
Valley Groundwater Basin (Figure 1). The Project area is largely coincident with the lands served by 
MCWRA’s Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (“CSIP”), also referred to as Zone B (see Figure 1), 
wherein growers irrigate using water supplied through a combination of recycled water, diversions 
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from the Salinas River, and groundwater supplied by MCWRA in lieu of individual groundwater well 
pumping. 

2.3 Project Scope 
This Project involves the destruction of at least one hundred (100) inactive or abandoned wells in 
order to prevent conduits that are allowing vertical migration of seawater- and nitrate-
contaminated groundwater to drinking water supply wells.  

This well destruction work is consistent with MCWRA Ordinance No. 3790 from 1994, which 
mandated the destruction of wells within the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (“CSIP”) area, 
also referred to as Zone 2B, following successful start-up of that project (Appendix A).  

 

Figure 1: Project Area Map 
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3.0 Hydrogeology of the 180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin 
The 180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin of the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin is defined by the 
Department of Water Resources (DWR) on the basis of groundwater flow boundaries. The 
northwestern boundary of the 180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin is defined by the Monterey Bay and 
the western edge is shared with the Monterey Subbasin. The Corralitos-Pajaro Valley Groundwater 
Basin is found on the northern edge of the Subbasin while the southern border is shared with the 
Forebay Subbasin near the city of Gonzales.  

The 180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin is comprised of a complex sequence of water-bearing 
sediments characterized by alternating aquifers and aquitards, with three primary aquifer units: 
the 180-Foot Aquifer, 400-Foot Aquifer, and Deep Aquifers (Figure 2, Appendix B). Historically, the 
sequence of strata has been grouped by major hydrostratigraphic units and represented from top to 
bottom as follows:  

1. Shallow Alluvial Aquifer (also referred to as “Dune Sand Aquifer”) 
2. Salinas Valley Aquitard 
3. 180-Foot Aquifer 
4. 180/400-Foot Aquitard 
5. 400-Foot Aquifer 
6. 400-Foot/Deep Aquitard 
7. Deep Aquifers 

Due to the nature of current groundwater levels and vertical hydraulic gradients in the Project area, 
the 180-Foot, 400-Foot, and Deep Aquifers will all be protected by this Project.  A downward 
vertical hydraulic gradient exists from the 180-Foot to 400-Foot Aquifers and from the 400-Foot to 
Deep Aquifers. Given the presence of a mechanism for vertical migration of impaired groundwater 
between aquifer units, wells within the Project area that are used to supply drinking water are in 
the 400-Foot Aquifer and Deep Aquifers.  
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Figure 2: Stratigraphy and Hydrostratigraphy of the 180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin 

3.1 Shallow Alluvial Aquifer 
The Shallow Alluvial Aquifer, which is the same unit where the “Dune Sand” aquifer is found near 
the coast, contains perched groundwater in some areas overlying the Salinas Valley Aquitard.  

3.2 Salinas Valley Aquitard  
The Salinas Valley Aquitard consists of a series of blue or yellow sandy clay layers that overlies and 
confines the underlying 180-Foot Aquifer. The Salinas Valley Aquitard ranges in thickness from 
approximately 100 feet in the area west of Salinas, thinning to approximately 25 feet near Salinas, 
and pinches out east of Salinas (Kennedy/Jenks, 2004).  

3.3 180-Foot Aquifer 
The 180-Foot Aquifer is the uppermost laterally extensive aquifer in the northern Salinas Valley 
and is named for the depth at which it is typically encountered (DWR, 1946). The 180-Foot Aquifer 
ranges from 50 to 150 feet in thickness and spans multiple stratigraphic units (Kennedy/Jenks, 
2004). 
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3.4 180/400-Foot Aquitard 
The 180-Foot and 400-Foot Aquifers are separated by a zone of clay, or clay and sand layers, 
referred to as the 180/400-Foot Aquitard. This hydraulic barrier is widespread in the 180/400 Foot 
Aquifer Subbasin and varies in thickness, continuity, and quality (Kennedy/Jenks, 2004).  

3.5 400-Foot Aquifer 
This areally extensive layer of sand and gravel typically encountered between 270 and 470 feet 
below ground surface is referred to as the 400-Foot Aquifer (Kennedy/Jenks, 2004). The depth to 
the top of the aquifer, the thickness of the aquifer, and the degree of complete interbedding with 
clay layers is variable between wells (Thorup, 1976 and Kennedy/Jenks, 2004).  

3.6 400-Foot/Deep Aquitard 
The Deep Aquifers of the 180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin are separated from overlying strata and 
confined by an aquitard that can be several hundred feet thick (Kennedy/Jenks, 2004).  

3.7 Deep Aquifers 
The Deep Aquifers of the 180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin include aquifer units that have been 
referred to as the 800-Foot Aquifer, 900-Foot Aquifer, 1,000-Foot Aquifer, and the 1,500-Foot 
Aquifer (Harding ESE, 2001).  

Studies of the deepest hydrostratigraphic unit of the 180/400 Foot Aquifer Subbasin, historically 
referred to as the Pressure Deep Aquifer, indicate that it consists of two units which, at least near 
the coast, are hydraulically isolated from one another. The uppermost unit in the Deep Aquifers 
consists of continental deposits of the Paso Robles Formation while the lower unit of the Deep 
Aquifers is associated with the marine Purisima Formation (Feeney and Rosenberg, 2003).  The 
Purisima Formation has been mapped as being exposed on the southwestern side of the Monterey 
submarine canyon (Hanson et al., 2002).  

4.0 Wells to be Destroyed 
MCWRA has identified 105 wells for destruction as part of this Project (Table 1). These wells were 
evaluated with consideration for well construction details such as age, depth, and screened 
interval(s); proximity to domestic, municipal, or agricultural wells with nitrate detections; location 
within the seawater intruded area of the 180-Foot or 400-Foot Aquifers; distance to the 
communities of Castroville and Salinas, CA; and proximity to public water supply wells.  

Wells that will be destroyed as part of this Project were selected because one or more of the 
following conditions exists: the well is completed with screened intervals in more than one aquifer; 
the well is suspected of inter-aquifer leakage based on water quality data; the well has an 
inadequate annular seal and is constructed in multiple aquifers; the well is located in an area with 
seawater intrusion in an overlying aquifer; the well is located within 0.5 mile of a nitrate detection 
in an overlying aquifer; or, the well is located in the seawater intruded area and has unknown 
construction details. Wells having one or more of these conditions pose a threat to continued 
impairment of the 400-Foot and Deep Aquifers. Destroying these wells, and eliminating these 
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anthropogenic conduits for contamination, will go a long way toward protecting the drinking water 
supply for Castroville and Salinas, CA.  

4.1 Well Locations 
In September 2020, MCWRA conducted a field reconnaissance effort to ground truth the GPS 
location data associated with each well, confirm the location and identity of each well, and 
document current conditions at each site. The outcome of the field effort can be summarized in four 
categories, as shown in Table 2 and reflected in Figure 3.  

Table 2: Outcome of September 2020 Well Location Field Reconnaissance Effort 
(A) Well located and positively identified 44 
(B) Well located but not positively identified 38 
(C) Well not located or site inaccessible 20 
(D) Well previously destroyed by MCWRA 3 
 

 

Figure 3: Wells Proposed for Destruction and Outcome of Sept. 2020 Field Reconnaissance Effort 

An effort is underway to engage well owner and operators for assistance in identifying those wells 
in Category B (well located but not positively identified). For each, a single page site map and 
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accompanying photograph of the well has been generated and provided to well owner and/or 
operator, requesting assistance in either confirming the identity of the well or providing the 
location of the well that is being sought.  

MCWRA is identifying ways to follow-up with wells in Category C (well not located or site 
inaccessible). In some cases, a subsequent field visit may be sufficient; some of the wells in Category 
C couldn’t be accessed due to flooding or temporary hazardous conditions in the field. Other wells 
in Category C were inaccessible due to the need for additional access permission at the well site. In 
these cases, MCWRA will make a subsequent site visit when appointments have been made and/or 
site conditions are conducive to accessing the well. Other wells in Category C appear to be buried 
underground. MCWRA is exploring options for additional field efforts around buried wells, such as 
using metal detectors or ground penetrating radar.  

In the case of the three wells that were previously destroyed under permits obtained by MCWRA, 
MCWRA has identified one additional well that will be substituted on the list. Efforts are ongoing to 
identify at least one more well within the Project area whose destruction will further the goals of 
this Project.  

4.2 Well Completion Reports 
Well Completion Reports or another related form that describes the geology and well construction 
details are available for 85 of the 105 wells proposed for destruction and are included as Appendix 
C. Well owner names and addresses have been removed from the Well Completion Reports in 
accordance with California Water Code Section 13752.  

5.0 Groundwater Monitoring 
MCWRA monitors groundwater levels and water quality in the Project area, and throughout the 
Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin, with a variety of ongoing programs.  

5.1 Existing Programs 
MCWRA conducts monthly and annual surveys of groundwater levels throughout the Salinas Valley 
Basin, with a lesser number of wells being measured during the monthly survey. Basin-wide, 
MCWRA measures groundwater levels at 107 wells on a monthly basis and 440 wells on an annual 
basis. All the wells measured monthly are included in the annual measurement program.  

Groundwater quality samples are collected biannually in the coastal region of the Salinas Valley 
Groundwater Basin from approximately 115 wells. The wells that are monitored for groundwater 
levels and used for water quality sampling are a combination of privately owned agricultural wells, 
privately owned domestic or industrial wells, wells owned by public agencies, or dedicated 
monitoring wells owned by MCWRA. Most wells in MCWRA’s monitoring programs are privately 
owned agricultural wells, as described in Table 1. 

In addition, MCWRA conducts a “snapshot” groundwater level survey of the northern Salinas Valley 
by measuring groundwater levels at approximately 174 wells on a single day each August; 107 of 
these wells are in the monthly groundwater monitoring program. Wells included in this August 
groundwater level survey are predominately privately owned agricultural wells and MCWRA-
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owned monitoring wells. The intent of the summer survey is to observe groundwater conditions 
when the aquifers are most stressed from pumping and natural recharge is at a minimum, which 
contributes to understanding mechanisms for seawater intrusion. 

MCWRA maintains a network of fifty-one (51) monitoring wells in the Salinas Valley Groundwater 
Basin. These dedicated monitoring wells are counted as part of the monthly groundwater level 
monitoring program. At eighteen (18) of these monitoring wells, groundwater level data is 
recorded at hourly intervals by a pressure transducer. Groundwater levels in the remainder of 
MCWRA’s monitoring wells are measured using other methods, such as electric sounder or steel 
tape. Distribution of MCWRA’s monitoring wells is limited, so much of the groundwater level data is 
collected from privately-owned agricultural production wells (Table 1).  

5.2 Project-Specific Monitoring Event 
MCWRA conducted a groundwater monitoring and water quality sampling event in August 2020 at 
the beginning of the Project (Figure 4). Thirty-five of the wells proposed for destruction are part of 
MCWRA’s groundwater level and/or water quality monitoring programs and were included in the 
Project-Specific Monitoring Event (Table 1; see end of document). 

5.2.1 Groundwater Levels and Gradient 
MCWRA collected groundwater level data from 148 wells on August 30 and 31, 2020 (Appendix D). 
Of these 148 wells, 47 are located within the Project boundary and the remaining 101 wells are in 
the surrounding area.  Groundwater level data from 23 additional monitoring wells maintained by 
other external sources were also used in the development of groundwater contours.  

Data from the August 2020 sampling event were used to generate two sets of groundwater 
elevation contours for the Project area (Figure 5 and Figure 6). One set of groundwater contours 
(Figure 5) uses data from wells in the shallow aquifers: the 180-Foot Aquifer, which is within the 
Project area, and the Eastside shallow aquifer, which is adjacent to the Project area to the east. The 
other groundwater contours (Figure 6) uses data from wells in the deeper aquifers: the 400-Foot 
Aquifer, which is within the Project area, and the Eastside deep aquifer, which is adjacent to the 
Project area to the east.  

Groundwater elevations in the 180-Foot Aquifer range from -30 feet mean sea level (ft-msl) to 0 ft-
msl in the Project area. The horizontal groundwater gradient in the 180-Foot Aquifer within the 
Project area is from southeast to northwest.   

Groundwater elevations in the 400-Foot Aquifer range from -70 ft-msl to -10 ft-msl within the 
Project area. The deepest groundwater elevations are centered on a pumping trough in the eastern 
portion of the Project area. The pumping trough results in a horizontal groundwater gradient to the 
south-southwest in the immediate vicinity, though the regional groundwater gradient is to the west 
for the Project area as a whole. Groundwater elevations in the 180-Foot Aquifer are generally 
higher than in the underlying 400-Foot Aquifer within the Project area, which results in a 
downward vertical hydraulic gradient. This vertical gradient is germane to the Project because it is 
one of the mechanisms that has allowed for vertical migration of seawater- and nitrate-
contaminated groundwater between aquifers. 
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Figure 4: Wells Used for Project-Specific Monitoring Event and Wells to be Destroyed 
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Figure 5: August 2020 Groundwater Level Contours in the 180-Foot and Eastside Shallow Aquifers 
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Figure 6: August 2020 Groundwater Level Contours in the 400-Foot and Eastside Deep Aquifers 
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5.2.2 Water Quality  
MCWRA collected groundwater quality samples from 83 wells in the Project area in June, August, 
and September 2020. Data from the June, August, and September 2020 sampling events were 
processed and analyzed for this report (Appendix E).  

All samples were collected and handled in accordance with the procedures and policies described 
in the Project’s Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MRP) and Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) 
(Appendices F and G, respectively). All samples were analyzed for an Ag Waiver Panel consisting of 
the following analytes: calcium, cation-anion balance, chloride, conductivity, magnesium, nitrate, 
pH, potassium, sodium, sulfate, total alkalinity, and total dissolved solids.  

Using the data from the June 2020 event, MCWRA developed seawater intrusion contours for the 
180-Foot and 400-Foot Aquifers, and plotted nitrate data to depict any hot spots within the Project 
area.  

5.2.2.1 Seawater Intrusion in the 180-Foot Aquifer 
MCWRA defines the seawater intrusion front as the inland extent at which the concentration of 
chloride in groundwater is at least 500 milligrams per liter (mg/L), per MCWRA Ordinance No. 
3790 (Appendix A).  Seawater intrusion was first documented in the 180-Foot Aquifer within the 
Project area in 1944 and has continued advancing to present day; however, the annual rate of 
advancement of the seawater intrusion front is slowing (Figure 7).1 Based on the data collected 
during the Project-Specific Monitoring Event, seawater intrusion advanced only on the southern 
lobe of the seawater intrusion front in 2020.  

 
1 Seawater intrusion and groundwater level contour maps are considered provisional until presented to and 
accepted by the MCWRA Board of Directors, which is expected to occur in January 2021.  
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Figure 7: Historical Seawater Intrusion in the 180-Foot Aquifer 

5.2.2.2 Seawater Intrusion in the 400-Foot Aquifer 
Seawater intrusion was first documented in the 400-Foot Aquifer in 1959. In 2015, MCWRA first 
documented the presence of “islands” of impaired groundwater that were not contiguous with the 
historical seawater intrusion front (Figure 8). Following an in-depth investigation of the data, 
MCWRA concluded that these “islands” were the result of seawater intruded groundwater leaking 
from the 180-Foot Aquifer into the 400-Foot Aquifer (MCWRA, 2017). This phenomenon is 
attributed to the presence of three factors: overlying seawater intrusion, a downward hydraulic 
gradient, and the presence of a conduit (e.g. thin or absent aquitard, damaged well casing, or an 
abandoned or improperly destroyed well).  

Data from the June 2020 sampling event shows three areas of change: advancement of the northern 
lobe of the historical seawater intrusion front; expansion of the large “island” of seawater intrusion 
to the east and south; and a merging of the middle and large “islands” of seawater intrusion (Figure 
8).  
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Figure 8: Historical Seawater Intrusion in the 400-Foot Aquifer 

5.2.2.3 Nitrate Concentrations in the Project Area 
Figure 9 depicts nitrate concentrations across the Project area from wells evaluated during the June 
2020 sampling event. Wells from all aquifer units are shown on the same map, differentiated by 
symbology. Each data point is also color-coded based on nitrate concentration, with groupings 
made relative to the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for nitrate of 45 mg/L as Nitrate as set by 
the California Department of Public Health. Table 3 summarizes the number of wells in each 
grouping. 

The Well Prioritization List (Appendix F) identifies the 71 wells that are located within 0.5 mile of 
where nitrate has been detected in the 180-Foot Aquifer. Of these 71, five are in the areas where 
nitrate has been detected at or above the MCL: Facility Codes 1163, 1636, 1707, 2434, and 2435. No 
wells have yet been identified for destruction near the cluster of high nitrate detections on the 
eastern side of the Project area; this area will be the focus of any additional wells that are sought for 
inclusion in the Project.  
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Table 3: June 2020 Nitrate Concentration Data by Aquifer Unit 

Aquifer 

Grouping of Nitrate as Nitrate (mg/L) 

Non-
detect 

1-
22.5 

mg/L 

22.6-
45 

mg/L 

46-
90 

mg/L 
Above 90 mg/L 

Dune Sand Aquifer 0 0 0 0 1 
180-Foot Aquifer 3 11 2 2 10 
180-Foot and 400-Foot
Aquifers

0 2 0 0 0 

400-Foot Aquifer 7 37 5 0 1 
Deep Aquifers 15 5 0 0 0 
Eastside Deep Aquifer 0 5 1 1 0 
Unknown Aquifer 1 11 1 0 0 

TOTAL 26 71 9 3 12 
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Figure 9: Nitrate as Nitrate (mg/L) for June 2020 
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6.0 Summary 
MCWRA conducted a Project-Specific Monitoring Event, with results from water quality data 
collected in June, August, and September 2020 and groundwater level data collected in August 2020 
presented herein. 

Data from MCWRA’s ongoing groundwater monitoring programs will be reviewed throughout the 
Project in support of evaluating Project performance. 
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Monterey County 
Water Resources Agency 

Ordinance No. 03790 

AN ORDINANCE OF 
THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY 

ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS FOR THE CLASSIFICATION, 
OPERATION, MAINTENANCE AND DESTRUCTION OF 

GROUNDWATER WELLS IN MCWRA ZONE 2B, 
TO PROTECT THE SALINAS VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN 

AGAINST FURTHER SEAWATER INTRUSION 

COUNTY COUNSEL SUMMARY 

This ordinance provides for the management of all 
groundwater wells within the Castroville Seawater Intrusion 
Project area, known as Zone 2B, following completion and 
start-up of the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project. It 
prohibits and otherwise restricts pumping from groundwater 
wells in Zone 2B, and it provides for the classification of 
the various wells, for the maintenance and limited 
operation of standby wells, and for the destruction of 
abandoned wells, contaminated wells, wells that allow 
cross-contamination of aqui'fers in intruded areas, and 
other wells. The ordinance establishes a procedure for the 
destruction of wells, a variance procedure, an appeals 
procedure, and penalties for violations of the ordinance. 

The Board·._of Supervisors of the Monterey County Water Resources 
Agency makes the following findings:· 

A. Appropriate studies have been conducted by the Monterey 
County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA), and based upon those studies, 
the Board~of Supervisors determines that the portion of the Salinas 
Valley Groundwater Basin that underlies MCWRA Zone 2B is threatened 
with the loss of a usable water supply as a result of seawater 
intrusion into that portion of the groundwater basin, in each of the 
aquifers at all depths underlying Zone 2B. 

B. Pursuant to the MCWRA Act, West's Water Code Appendix, 
Chapter 52, section 52-22, the Board determines that it is necessary 
to take steps prohibiting and otherwise restricting the withdrawal 
of water from the portion of the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin 
underlying Zone 2B, in order to deter the further intrusion of 
underground seawater in Zone 2B, by establishing and defining the 
area and depth from which the further extraction of groundwater is 
prohibited. 
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c. The Board has conducted a public hearing upon the proposed 
determination, with notice of the hearing given in the manner 
prescribed in Government Code Sec. 6065. At the hearing, the Board 
accepted evidence showing the· nature and extent of the threat of 
seawater intrusion and the facilities proposed in order to provide 
to the area threatened a substitute supply of surface water. 

D. Said hearing having been concluded, the Board determines 
that a threat of seawater intrusion exists which will be aggravated 
by continued groundwater extraction in the 180-foot aquifer, the 
400-foot aquifer, and the deep aquifer, at all depths therein 
underlying Zone 2B, and that the prohibitions and restrictions on 
the pumping of groundwater in these aquifers are necessary in order 
to alleviate the seawater intrusion problem. The Board further 
determines that the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) 
will provide a substitute water supply that will be adequate to 
replace the water supply previously available from the wells that 
will be affected by the prohibition against pumping. 

E. The CSIP is designed to supply all of the agricultural 
water needs in Zone 2B. This water will be obtained from the 
Salinas Valley Reclamation Project (SVRP) and from the supplemental 
wells that will be maintained and operated.by the MCWRA as part of (. 
the CSIP. Water from the SVRP will provide the basic water supply 
for the'CSIP, and water from the supplemental wells will be used to 
meet peak demands during the heavy irrigation season and to provide 
a backup water supply when the SVRP does not produce its full quota 
of water. 

F. Property owners and growers in Zone 2B have requested that 
additional wel~s be maintained as standby wells, as an additional 
assurance that an adequate water supply will be available at all 
times. The ultimate success of the CSIP depends upon the reduction 
of groundwater pumping from Zone 2B. However, the maintenance of 
standby wells at the expense of owners is an appropriate action and 
will no~ compromise the success of the CSIP if such standby wells 
are maintained and operated under the limitations set forth in this 
ordinance. 

G. The CSIP and the regulations set forth in this ordinance 
are designed as measures to protect the groundwater supply in the 
northern part of the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin. They are not 
intended to effect any diminution in the basic groundwater rights 
held by overlying owners in the area subject to regulation but are 
put into effect in furtherance of the MCWRA's duty to manage the 
Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin and to protect the water supplies 
therein. By complying with these regulations and by participating 
in the CSIP, the overlying owners do not waive or prejudice any 
water rights held by them, now or in the future. If at some time in 
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the future, these regulations or any successor regulations are no 
longer necessary to protect the groundwater basin and are then 
modified or removed, then the groundwater rights of the overlying 
owners in Zone 2B will be exercisable in conformity with such laws 
as may then be in effect, and the overlying owners will suffer no 
prejudice in that regard because of the CSIP, these regulations, or 
any successor regulations. 

H. On April 7, 1992, in Resolution No. 92-126, the Board of 
Supervisors described and approved the Castroville Irrigation System 
(now known as the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project or CSIP), 
as a separate project within the Salinas Valley Seawater Intrusion 
Program, and certified that the Final EIR for the project (CSIP EIR) 
was complete and was prepared in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act. As so described and approved, the 
project included the proposed enactment of an ordinance to prohibit 
or restrict the further pumping of groundwater from within Zone 2B. 
The present ordinance is consistent with the ordinance described and 
approved in Resolution No. 92-126 and in the CSIP EIR certified 
therein; it is proposed as part of the CSIP and is within the scope 
of the project described in the CSIP EIR; it will cause no new 
environmental effects beyond those considered in the CSIP EIR and no 
new mitigation measures need be considered for this ordinance; and 
it does not require further environmental review. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County 
Water Resources Agency ordains as follows: 

SECTION 1. The following provisions are adopted: 

PART I -- DEFINITIONS 

1.01.01. GENERAL APPLICATION 

As used in this ordinance, the following words shall have the 
meaning provided in this part. 

1. 01. 02 ABANDONED WELL 

"Abandoned Well" means any well whose original purpose and use 
have been permanently di'scontinued or which is in such a state of 
disrepair that it cannot be used for its original purpose. A well 
is deemed to be an abandoned well when it has not been used for a 
period of one year, unless the owner demonstrates his or her intent 
to use the well again for supplying water or other associated 
purposes. A well classified under this ordinance as a standby well 
shall not be deemed to be an abandoned well for as long as such 
classification remains in effect, despite any period of non-use of 
such well. 
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l..Ol..03 AQUIFER STORAGE AND RECOVERY (ASR) WELL 

An "aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) well" is a well 
proposed, maintained, or operated by the MCWRA or by the Monterey 
Regional Water Pollution Control Agency as part of an aquifer 
storage and recovery project. 

1.0l..04 CATHODIC PROTECTION WELL 

"Cathodic Protection Well" means any artificial excavation in 
excess of fifty feet in depth constructed by any method for the 
purpose of installing equipment or facilities for the protection 
electronically of metallic equipment in contact with the ground, 
commonly referred to as cathodic protection. 

1.01.os COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL WELL 

"Commercial or industrial well" means any well used to supply 
water for commercial or industrial purposes, excluding any well that 
is used in whole or in part to supply water for agricultural 
irrigation. A commercial or industrial well may also be classified 
as a domestic well, provided that it shall not also be classified as 
a standby well. 

l..Ol..06 DOMESTIC WELL 

"Domestic well" means a well used for the supply of groundwater 
.for potable uses. A domestic well may also be classified as a 
standby well for agricultural use. 

l..Ol..07 GENE~L MANAGER 

"General Manager" means the MCWRA General Manager or his or her 
designee. 

l..Ol..08 ~ GENDER, NUMBER, AND TENSE 

Words used in any gender include any other gender. The 
singular number includes the plural, and the plural the singular. 
Words used in the present tense include the future as well as the 
present. 

l..Ol..09 MONITORING WELL 

"Monitoring Well" means any artificial excavation constructed 
by any method for the purpose of monitoring fluctuations in 
groundwater levels, quality of underground waters, or the 
concentration of contaminants in underground waters. 
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1.01.10 PERSON 

"Person" means any individual, organization, partnership, 
business, association, corporation or governmental agency. 

1.01.11 PROJECT START-UP 

"Start-up of the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project" or 
"project start-up" means the date on which the General Manager 
declares that the project known as the Castroville Seawater 
Intrusion Project is operational after reclaimed water is first 
delivered or deliverable through the project pipeline to all 
customers in MCWRA Zone 2B for agricultural irrigation. 

1.01.12 PROJECT WATER 

"Project water" means water supplied to property in Zone 2B by 
the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project for use in the irrigation 
of crops. 

1.01.13 SEAWATER INTRUDED 

An aquifer is "seawater intruded" at any particular location of 
measurement when, at the location of measurement, the chloride ion 
concentration in the aquifer exceeds 500 mg/liter, and the General 
Manager determines that the contamination is not a localized 
contamination. 

1.01.14 SECTION HEADINGS 

Section headings used in this ordinance shall not be deemed to 
govern, limit,~~modify, or in any manner affect the scope, meaning, 

-- or intent of the provisions of any section. 

1.01.15 STANDBY WELL 

"Standby Well" means a well not routinely operated but 
maintained by the well-owner for purposes of providing a water 
supply to the well-owner's property under emergency conditions. 

1.01.16 SUPPLEMENTAL WELL 

"Supplemental Well" means any well maintained or operated by 
the MCWRA as a part of the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project. 

1.01.17 TEST WELL 

"Test Well" means any artificial excavation used for water 
quality testing, electric logging, water quantity testing and/or 
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other tests to determine aquifer quality and quantity 
characteristics. 

1.01.18 WELL 

"Well" or "water well" means any artificial excavation 
construct_ed by any method for the purpose of extracting water from, 
or injecting water into, the underground. "Well" or "water well" 
does not include wells used for the purpose of dewatering excavation 
during construction or for the purpose of stabilizing hillsides or 
earth embankments. 

1.01.19 ZONE 2B 

"MCWRA Zone 2B" or "Zone 2B" means the zone of benefit 
identified as Zone 2B and established by the MCWRA Board of 
Supervisors for the Castroville Irrigation System, now known as the 
Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project, in MCWRA Ordinance No. 3635, 
Section 4. The initial boundaries of Zone 2B are described in MCWRA 
Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 92-363 and may be amended from 
time to time. 

PART II -- BASIC RULES. 

COMPLIANCE WITH ORDINANCE 

No person shall construct, own, operate, or maintain any water 
well located within the boundaries of MCWRA Zone 2B, as those 
boundaries may exist from time to time, except in compliance with 
this ordinance. 

OPERATION OF WELLS IN ZONE. 2B 

After the expiration of 30 days following the date on which 
project water becomes available to any particular property within 
Zone 2B,~no person shall operate any well within Zone 2B to provide 
water to s~ch property for agricultural irrigation except when: 

A. the well is a supplemental well operated by the MCWRA, or 

B. the well is a standby well operated in conformity with this 
ordinance. 

IMPORTING GROUNDWATER INTO ZONE 2B 

After the start-up of the Castroville Seawater Intrusion 
Project, no well located anywhere in the Salinas Valley Groundwater 
Basin shall be used to supply water for use in the irrigation of 
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agricultural lands located within Zone 2B, and no person shall 
cause, suffer, or permit such use of such water, unless: 

A. the well from which such water is obtained is a supplemental 
we11·operated by the MCWRA as part of the Castroville Seawater 
Intrusion Project or the well is operated by the MCWRA as part of 
another water supply project, or 

B. the well from which such water is obtained is a standby 
well operated in conformity with this ordinance. 

1.02.04 EXPORTING GROUNDWATER FROM ZONE 2B 

After the start-up of the Castroville Seawater Intrusion 
Project, no well located anywhere within the external boundaries of 
Zone 2B (including wells that are located within Zone 2B and wells 
that are located within island exclusions from Zone 2B that are 
surrounded by Zone 2B) shall be used to supply water for use outside 
of the external boundaries of Zone 2B, and no person shall cause, 
suffer, or permit such use of such water, except that water from 
wells within the external boundaries of Zone 2B may be used outside 
the external boundaries of Zone 2B under the following 
circumstances: 

A. The water is used for domestic purposes on parcels that are 
immediately adjacent to the external boundaries of Zone 2B; or 

B. The water is used for domestic purposes on other parcels 
where the use has been established and water delivery pipelines are 
in place for such delivery on or before the effective date of this 
ordinance. 

1.02.os DESTRUCTION OF WELLS 

After the start-up of the Castroville Seawater Intrusion 
Project, no person shall own, operate, or maintain a well in Zone 2B 
if such well is required to be destroyed, in violation of such 
destruction requirement, and no person shall interfere with actions 
taken by the MCWRA to accomplish the destruction of such a well in 
conformity with this ordinance. 

1.02.06 COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER 15.08 STANDARDS 

Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, all wells 
located in Zone 2B shall conform with all of the provisions of 
Chapter 15.08 of the Monterey County Code. 
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1.02.07 CONSTRUCTION OF WELLS 

No person may construct a well in Zone 2B without first 
obtaining a permit from the General Manager. The General Manager 
shall not issue a permit for construction of a well unless he or she 
finds that the construction will be consistent with the purposes of 
this ordinance and that the proposed well will be of a type 
specified in section 1.02.oa.c, subsections 1-8. 

1.02.08 CLASSIFICATION OF WELLS 

A. Prior to the start-up of the Castroville Seawater Intrusion 
Project, the General Manager shall classify all wells located in 
Zone 2B and notify a11·well owners of the classification of their 
well. 

B. At any time, the owner of a well may apply to the General 
Manager for a change in classification, pursuant to this ordinance. 
Upon receipt of new information or upon evidence of changed 
conditions, the General Manager may, on his or her own initiative, 
change the classification of a well, upon giving 30 days' advance 
notice in writing to the owner thereof. Before making any 
reclassification, the General Manager must find that the well no 
longer qualifies for its existing classification, or that the 
existing classification was made in error. The General Manager may, 
and at the request of the well owner, shall hold a public hearing to 
determine the appropriate classification or reclassification of any 
well. 

c. The well classifications are as follows: 

1. 

2. 

3 • 

~ 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Supplemental well. 

Aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) well. 

Domestic well. 

Commercial or industrial well. 

Monitoring well. 

Test well. 

Cathodic protection well. 

standby well. 

Abandoned well. 

Other well. 
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D. When a well is classified or reclassified as a domestic 
well or as a commercial or industrial well, the General Manager 
shall identify by parcel number and/or street address the place 
where water from such well may be used, and may restrict the use of 
such water to a portion of the identified parcel. 

PART III -- WELL DESTRUCTION 

1.03.01 GENERAL RULE GOVERNING DESTRUCTION OF WELLS 

Except as otherwise provided herein, all wells which are 
located in Zone 2B shall be destroyed in conformity with the 
provisions of this ordinance. The destruction of any well located 
in MCWRA Zone 2B shall be governed by this ordinance, and Chapter 
15.08 of the Monterey County Code shall not be construed to require 
the destruction of any well located in Zone 2B. Chapter 15.08 of 
the Monterey County Code shall apply to the destruction of wells in 
Zone 2B only to the extent that reference is made herein to such 
Chapter 15.08. 

1.03.02 WELLS EXEMPT FROM DESTRUCTION 

The following wells which have not been abandoned and which do 
not fit within the description in Section 1.03.04.B are exempt from 
destruction, for as long as they are so classified: 

A. Supplemental wells. 

B. ASR wells. 

c. Domestic wells. 

D. Commercial or industrial wells. 

E. ~Monitoring wells. 

F. Test wells. 

G. Cathodic protection wells. 

H. Standby wells. 

I. A well for which an application is pending for a 
classification that would exempt the well from destruction, 
provided that the applicant makes every reasonable effort 
to have the application determined promptly. 
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1.03.03 PREVIOUSLY ABANDONED WELLS 

A. Each well abandoned prior to the start-up of the 
Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project shall be destroyed by the 
owner thereof in accordance with the methods prescribed or 
referenced in Monterey County Code Chapter 15.08. All costs 
associated with destruction of such wells shall be borne by the well 
owner. 

B. If any well required to be destroyed by its owner pursuant 
to this section is not destroyed before the expiration of two years 
after project start-up, then the General Manager may cause the well 
to be destroyed, pursuant to the procedures specified below, in 
section 1.03.06, except that the cost of such destruction shall be 
charged to the property owner. The MCWRA may file a civil action 
against the owner to collect such cost, or the amount may be 
collected in any criminal proceeding against the owner for failure 
to destroy the well. 

1.03.04 CONTAMINATED AND CROSS-CONTAMINATING WELLS 

Each well meeting any of the criteria set forth below, other 
than wells which are required to be destroyed pursuant to Section 
1.03.03, shall be destroyed by the MCWRA within two years after / 
start-up of the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project. All costs \ 
for destruction of such wells shall be borne by the MCWRA. The 
General Manager may extend the time for destruction of such wells 
when funds are not available or budgeted for such purpose. The 
criteria for such wells are as follows: 

A. Any well that is found by the General Manager to be 
perforated in:_Qoth the 180-foot aquifer and any underlying aquifer. 

B. Any well that is found by the General Manager to have 
perforations in two aquifers, improper seals, or other improper 
construction or condition of the well, such that the well provides 
an actual or potential conduit for water in a seawater intruded area 
of an aqui~er to enter a non-intruded area of a separate aquifer. 

1.03.05 DESTRUCTION OF NON-EXEMPT WELLS 

Each well that is not exempt from destruction, and that is not 
required to be destroyed pursuant to section 1.03.03 or 1.03.04, 
shall be destroyed pursuant to this section in conformity with a 
schedule adopted by the MCWRA Board of Directors. Said schedule 
shall provide that the destruction of such wells shall not begin (a) 
until the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project has established a 
satisfactory record of water deliveries, as determined by the Board 
of Directors, or (b) until at least one year after the start-up of 
the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project, whichever occurs later. 
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Said schedule may provide for destruction to be completed within 
three years after project start-up. The Board of Directors may 
delegate authority to the General Manager to amend the schedule from 
time to time. Said wells shall be destroyed by the MCWRA in 
accordance with t~e methods prescribed or referenced in Monterey 
County Code Chapter 15.08. The MCWRA shall bear the cost of such 
destruction. 

1.03.06 PROCEDURE FOR DESTRUCTION OF WELLS 

At least 90 days before the MCWRA destroys any particular well, 
the General Manager shall give written notice to the owner of the 
well that the well will be destroyed. Notice shall be deemed 
sufficient if sent by registered or certified U.S. mail, return 
receipt requested, to the name and address shown as that of the 
owner of the real property on which the well is located, in the 
latest available official records of the Monterey County Assessor. 
The notice shall identify the well in question and the property on 
which it is located and shall advise the owner of the proposed 
action to be taken, the proposed timing of the action, and his or 
her right of appeal as provided herein. The notice shall further 
state that if the property on which the well is located is leased, 
the owner must provide a copy of the notice to the tenant, and 
tenant on the property will also have a right of appeal. 

PART IV -- STANDBY WELL CLASSIFICATION. 

1.04.01 CRITERIA FOR CLASSIFICATION AS STANDBY WELL 

The General Manager shall classify a well as a standby well, 
whether on the: initial classificatio_n or on a change in 
classification, if he or she makes both of the following findings: 

A. The well does not meet any of the criteria for destruction 
described in Section 1.03.04 of this ordinance. 

B. The owner of the well will comply with all of the 
requirements of this ordinance applicable to standby wells. 

1.04.03 INSPECTIONS 

The MCWRA may at any time inspect any standby well and any well __ 
for which the owner submits an application for classification as a 
standby well, to ensure that the well and its appurtenant facilities 
do or will comply with this ordinance. Access to the well site 
shall be maintained by the well owner, and the MCWRA shall have the 
right of access to inspect the well at all times. 
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PART V -- STANDBY WELL REGULATIONS. 

1.os.01 GENERAL RULE 

A well that has been classified as a standby well shall 
immediately thereupon be subject to the regulations set forth below. 

1.os.02 FLOWMETER 

A flowmeter shall be installed on all of the standby wells at 
the expense of the well owner and shall be fully maintained by the 
owner in accordance with MCWRA requirements. 

1.05.03 ACCESS 

Access to the standby well site shall be maintained by the well 
owner, and the MCWRA shall have the right of access to inspect the 
well at all times. 

1.05.04 USE OF STANDBY WELLS DURING FIRST TWO YEARS AFTER 
PROJECT START-UP 

During the first 24 months after project start-up, standby 

( 

wells may be used intermittently to supply irrigation water to lands ( 
within Zone 2B, without regard to whether an emergency exists. The 
purpose of this section is to enable growers and the Agency to make 
the transition from reliance on well water to reliance on project 
water with a minimum of interruption in the grower's water supply. 

1.05.05 AUTHORIZED PURPOSES FOR OPERATION OF STANDBY 
WELLS 

Standby wells may be operated only for the following purposes: 

A. To perform routine maintenance on the standby well; 

B. ;ro provide an irrigation water supply for property in Zone 
2B in an emergency as described in section 1.05.06; 

C. To provide potable water when the standby well is used as a 
domestic well. 

D. To provide a water supply for the irrigation of any crop or 
crops for which irrigation with water supplied by the project is 
prohibited by any law, rule or regulation established by any entity 
or agency with authority over the irrigation of such crops. 
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1.05.06 EMERGENCY JUSTIFYING OPERATION OF STANDBY WELL 

An emergency exists and justifies use of standby wells when all 
of the following circumstances occur: 

A. The grower has given advance notice of his or her need for 
project water and a schedule for delivery of water to the grower's 
property has been set, in conformity with procedures established by 
the MCWRA; and 

B. The MCWRA fails to deliver project water on schedule; and 

C. The grower then makes contact with the MCWRA by telephone 
and the MCWRA confirms that the water will not be delivered on the 
day scheduled for delivery. 

1.05.07 COMPLIANCE WITH HEALTH DEPARTMENT REGULATIONS 

No standby well shall be used as a domestic well unless such 
use is in compliance with applicable health regulations, and unless 
the well is maintained in compliance with such health regulations. 

1.05.08 OWNERSHIP 

Standby wells shall remain under private ownership, and are not 
the property of the MCWRA. 

1.05.09 COSTS OF MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION 

All costs associated with maintenance and operation of standby 
wells shall be borne by the owner or operator of said well, or by 
such other person as may agree to assume such costs. 

PART VI -- VARIANCES. 

1.06.01 ~APPLICATION 

Any person may, at any time, apply in writing for a variance 
from the strict application of this ordinance. The application for 
the variance shall be filed with the MCWRA. The General Manager may 
dispense with the requirement of a written application upon finding 
that an emergency condition requires immediate action on the 
variance request. 

1.06.02 PLAN FOR COMPLIANCE 

The applicant shall, as part of the variance application, 
submit a plan describing how and when the applicant will comply with 
this ordinance without the need for a variance. Compliance with 
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this plan, as presented by the applicant or as modified by the 
General Manager, shall be a condition of granting the variance. The 
General Manager may waive the requirement for such a plan if he or 
she finds that compliance would not be feasible. 

1.06.03 FINDINGS FOR GRANT OF VARIANCE 

The General Manager may grant a variance from the terms of this 
ordinance upon making the finding that the strict application of the 
ordinance would create an undue hardship, or that an emergency 
condition requires that the variance be granted. 

1.06.04 CONDITIONS ON GRANT OF VARIANCE 

In granting a variance, the-General Manager may impose any 
conditions in order to ensure that the variance is consistent with 
the overall goals of this ordinance. Variances may be granted for a 
limited period of time. The variance and all time limits and other 
conditions attached to the variance shall be set forth in writing, 
and a copy of the written variance shall be provided to the 
applicant. 

1.06.06 COMPLIANCE WITH TERMS OF VARIANCE 

No person shall operate or maintain a groundwater well for 
which a variance has been granted hereunder, or use water therefrom, 
in violation of any of the terms or conditions of the variance. 

1.01.01 

PART VII -- APPEALS 

PUBL~C HEARING RIGHTS OF APPLICANTS AND 
INTERESTED PARTIES 

Applicants may attend all public meetings and public hearings 
held by the General Manager on their applications and may submit 
such wri¼ten and documentary evidence as may be relevant to the 
consideration of an application, whether or not a public meeting or 
hearing is:held. Any interested person, other than an applicant, 
may also attend the public meetings or public hearings at which the 
General Manager considers an appealable decision and may submit such 
written and documentary evidence as may be relevant to the 
consideration of an application, whether or not a public meeting or 
hearing is held, provided that such party shall simultaneously 
submit copies of all such information to the applicant and shall 
show proof of such submittal to the General Manager along with the 
written information provided to the General Manager. Any such 
interested person may then, in writing, request a copy of the 
General Manager's written decision. · 
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1.07.02 RIGHT OF APPEAL 

Any applicant or interested party may appeal any decision by 
which the General Manager (a) orders the destruction of any 
privately owned well under this ordinance, (b) grants or denies a 
variance, permit, classification, or reclassification under this 
ordinance; (c) gives or withholds any consent when such consent is 
established by this ordinance as a prerequisite to further action; 
or (d) imposes conditions on any such variance, permit, 
classification, reclassification, or consent. No person may file an 
appeal of a decision made after a public meeting or hearing on the 
issue unless that person attended the meeting or hearing upon which 
the appealable decision was based and expressed his or her concerns 
orally or in writing at that meeting or hearing, or unless such 
person filed papers with the general manager setting forth such 
person's concerns prior to such meeting or hearing. 

1.07.03 PROCEDURE ON APPEAL 

A. Any appeal authorized by this ordinance shall be filed and 
processed as provided in the section of Ordinance No. 3539, as now 
in effect or as subsequently amended or superseded, pertaining to 
appeals, and as further supplemented in this ordinance. Any appeal 
must be in writing and must state the grounds upon which the appeal 
is made. 

B. Any appeal must be filed with the general manager no later 
than ten days after the date the-general manager issues an 
appealable decision, except that an appeal from a decision ordering 
the destruction of a privately owned well must be made no later than 
60 days after the date the general manager issues the decision. A 
decision is isQued when the decision is set forth in writing and 
personally delivered to the applicant, or on the fifth day after 
mailing said decision to the applicant, to the address provided by 
the applicant for such mailing. As to an interested person (other 
than an applicant) who has requested a copy of the written decision, 
the Genetal Manager's written decision is issued when it is 
personally delivered to such person or on the fifth day after 
mailing said decision to such person, to the address provided by 
such person for such mailing. 

C. The appeal of any decision made by the General Manager 
following a public meeting or public hearing shall be limited to the 
issues raised at the public meeting or hearing and thereafter 
specified in the written appeal. The appeal of any decision made by 
the General Manager without a public meeting or public hearing may 
consider any issue that might have been raised at a public hearing 
or meeting, provided that such issue must be specified in the 
written appeal. 

(WELLORD8.0RD - 11/1/94) 
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D. At the hearing on appeal, the hearing board will consider 
de novo the issues that are before the board on the appeal. 

PART VIII -- PENALTIES. 

1.oa.01 INFRACTION 

Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance is 
guilty of an infraction. 

1.oa.02 PUBLIC NUISANCE 

Any violation of this ordinance is hereby declared to be a 
public nuisance. 

1.08.03 CONTINUING VIOLATIONS 

Any violation which occurs or continues to occur from one day 
to the next shall be deemed a separate violation for each day during 
which such violation occurs or continues to occur. 

1.08.04 FINE 

A. Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance 
which prohibits or restricts the pumping of groundwater sha·11 be 
assessed a fine of $100 for each acre-foot (or portion thereof) of 
water pumped in violation of this ordinance. 

B. Any person who violates any other provision of this 
ordinance shall be assessed a fine of $100 for each violation. 

1.08.05 LIAB~LITY FOR COSTS OF ENFORCEMENT 

Any person who violates this ordinance shall be liable for the 
cost of enforcement, which may include but need not be limited to 
the follqwing: 

A. Cost of investigation 

B. Court costs 

C. Attorney fees 

D. Cost of monitoring compliance 

(WELLORD8.ORD - 11/1/94) 

- 16 -
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PART IX -- CONCLUDING PROVISIONS 

1.09.01 SEVERABILITY 

If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or 
phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by a decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, 
it shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this 
ordinance, including any other section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, or phrase therein. 

SECTION 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect 30 
days after its final adoption by the Board of Supervisors. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 8th day of November, 1994, by the 
following vote: 

AYES: Supervisors Salinas, Shipnuck, Perkins, Johnsen & Karas. 
NOES: __ None.; · 
ABSENT: None. 

ATTEST: 

ERNEST K. MORISHITA 
Clerk of the Board 

By ~Lt,.(~ • ..--:::::::: 
Deputy Clerk 

~~~ /__-{\ .A.~~ /Vv(u1 
/2ARBARA si'iiPc:K~ Chairwoman 

Board of Supervisors 

(WELLORD8.0RD 11/1/94) 

- 17 -
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Cross Sections near the Project Area 

81



Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN,
GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c)
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community. 0 1 20.5
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Appendix D
Groundwater Level Data from August 2020 Monitoring Event

Facility Code State Well ID Sample Date
Groundwater 

Elevation (ft-msl)
Measurement Method Basin/Aquifer

Well In Project 
Area?

56 15S/04E-15P02 30-Aug-20 -40.8 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
57 14S/03E-08Q03 15-Aug-20 -93 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no

118 13S/02E-33R01 30-Aug-20 -10.5 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer yes
147 15S/03E-13N01 31-Aug-20 -2.4 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer no
183 15S/03E-09E03 30-Aug-20 -19.1 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer no
239 14S/02E-08M02 30-Aug-20 -12.7 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer yes
331 14S/02E-36E01 30-Aug-20 -26.6 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer yes
341 14S/03E-31P01 15-Aug-20 -27 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
353 14S/02E-16A02 30-Aug-20 -35 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
374 14S/03E-31L01 15-Aug-20 -26 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
375 15S/03E-04Q01 15-Aug-20 -29 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
388 15S/03E-14P02 30-Aug-20 -21.9 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
393 15S/03E-14M03 30-Aug-20 -19.8 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
406 15S/04E-08C01 30-Aug-20 -62.9 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
499 14S/03E-25L02 30-Aug-20 -94.8 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
535 15S/03E-27K02 15-Aug-20 -10 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
536 15S/03E-05C02 15-Aug-20 -29 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
577 15S/03E-03N02 15-Aug-20 -35 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
587 14S/02E-07A01 30-Aug-20 -10.4 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
595 14S/03E-33G01 15-Aug-20 -32 Sonic Depth Meter 180-Foot Aquifer no
598 15S/03E-22G01 30-Aug-20 -1.4 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer no
648 15S/03E-26F01 31-Aug-20 -7.1 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer no
671 14S/03E-21L01 15-Aug-20 -65 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
674 14S/03E-21E03 15-Aug-20 -67 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
685 15S/03E-02G01 15-Aug-20 -47 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
716 15S/04E-05C50 15-Aug-20 -73 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
752 14S/03E-15H03 30-Aug-20 -115.6 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
766 14S/02E-22P02 30-Aug-20 -18.8 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer yes
773 15S/04E-27G01 30-Aug-20 -4.3 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
806 14S/04E-31Q02 14-Aug-20 -85.4 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
861 14S/02E-15P01 30-Aug-20 -21.3 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
862 14S/02E-21L01 30-Aug-20 -13.1 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer yes
872 15S/03E-22A02 30-Aug-20 -33.2 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
876 14S/03E-19Q02 30-Aug-20 -30.8 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer yes
882 14S/02E-03K02 30-Aug-20 -65.5 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes

Well Locations Report
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Appendix D
Groundwater Level Data from August 2020 Monitoring Event

Facility Code State Well ID Sample Date
Groundwater 

Elevation (ft-msl)
Measurement Method Basin/Aquifer

Well In Project 
Area?

888 15S/02E-02G01 30-Aug-20 -38.1 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
936 14S/03E-24R02 14-Aug-20 -107.9 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
996 15S/03E-09J02 30-Aug-20 -35.7 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no

1007 15S/03E-15B01 31-Aug-20 -24.6 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
1020 15S/04E-31A02 31-Aug-20 18 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer no
1022 15S/03E-14C01 31-Aug-20 -13.8 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer no
1055 14S/02E-15A01 30-Aug-20 -51 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1060 14S/02E-34A03 30-Aug-20 -27.5 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1076 14S/02E-10C01 30-Aug-20 -47.2 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1098 14S/02E-35L02 30-Aug-20 -34.8 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1139 14S/02E-07K01 30-Aug-20 -12.7 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1147 14S/03E-29F03 15-Aug-20 -52.5 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
1148 14S/03E-32N04 15-Aug-20 -31.5 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
1157 14S/02E-05K01 30-Aug-20 -17.7 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1162 14S/02E-05C03 30-Aug-20 -17.2 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1167 14S/03E-07A01 30-Aug-20 -32.8 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
1169 14S/02E-05F04 30-Aug-20 -22.3 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1182 15S/03E-13G04 30-Aug-20 -13.65 Steel tape Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
1212 14S/02E-34B03 30-Aug-20 -19 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer yes
1217 14S/03E-36P02 30-Aug-20 -74.5 Steel tape Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
1346 14S/04E-30R01 30-Aug-20 -78.2 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
1359 15S/03E-16M01 30-Aug-20 -11.7 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer no
1466 14S/02E-08C03 30-Aug-20 -22.6 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1494 15S/03E-25Q01 31-Aug-20 0.6 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer no
1523 14S/02E-09H03 30-Aug-20 -30.6 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
1577 14S/03E-36A01 30-Aug-20 -79 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
1593 13S/02E-29F02 30-Aug-20 -12 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1595 15S/04E-16E02 30-Aug-20 -44.7 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
1599 15S/04E-15D02 30-Aug-20 -43.4 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
1682 13S/02E-31N02 30-Aug-20 -10.9 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1685 14S/02E-03H01 30-Aug-20 -78.3 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
1705 14S/02E-11M03 30-Aug-20 -53 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1706 14S/02E-02A02 30-Aug-20 -70.7 Steel tape Eastside Deep Aquifer yes
1710 14S/02E-06J03 30-Aug-20 -20.2 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1715 14S/02E-01C01 30-Aug-20 -78.2 Steel tape Eastside Deep Aquifer yes
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Appendix D
Groundwater Level Data from August 2020 Monitoring Event

Facility Code State Well ID Sample Date
Groundwater 

Elevation (ft-msl)
Measurement Method Basin/Aquifer

Well In Project 
Area?

1716 14S/02E-02C03 30-Aug-20 -62.9 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
1720 13S/02E-27P01 30-Aug-20 -54.7 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1726 15S/04E-06R01 30-Aug-20 -69.8 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
1794 14S/03E-31F02 30-Aug-20 -26.5 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1795 15S/03E-06D02 30-Aug-20 -34.6 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
1803 15S/03E-28A01 15-Aug-20 -19 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
1807 14S/03E-22E01 15-Aug-20 -102 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Deep Aquifer no
1808 15S/03E-03R02 15-Aug-20 -23 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
1811 14S/03E-20M02 15-Aug-20 -62 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
1812 14S/03E-29C01 15-Aug-20 -61 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
1814 14S/03E-20C01 15-Aug-20 -77 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
1825 14S/03E-17F01 15-Aug-20 -88 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Deep Aquifer no
1831 14S/03E-09E02 15-Aug-20 -107 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Shallow and Deep no
1835 14S/03E-16M01 15-Aug-20 -93 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Deep Aquifer no
1838 15S/03E-17P02 15-Aug-20 -29 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
1841 15S/03E-28B02 15-Aug-20 -8 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
1849 14S/02E-04H01 30-Aug-20 -44.2 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1851 14S/02E-03M02 30-Aug-20 -48.6 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1870 14S/04E-30N01 30-Aug-20 -85 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Shallow and Deep no
1877 15S/04E-29Q02 31-Aug-20 10.2 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
1965 14S/02E-22L01 30-Aug-20 -28.35 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
1969 14S/03E-22D01 15-Aug-20 -118 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Deep Aquifer no
1974 14S/03E-24H01 30-Aug-20 -103.6 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
2208 15S/04E-19G50 30-Aug-20 -29.5 Steel tape Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
2211 15S/04E-05C51 15-Aug-20 -75 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Shallow and Deep Aquifers no
2260 15S/04E-17P02 30-Aug-20 -34.4 Steel tape Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
2315 14S/03E-18E03 30-Aug-20 -10.2 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer no
2325 15S/03E-27E04 15-Aug-20 -10.5 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
2428 15S/03E-27E02 15-Aug-20 -10.5 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
2429 13S/02E-32J03 30-Aug-20 -19 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer yes
2432 13S/02E-21N01 30-Aug-20 -15.7 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
2445 13S/02E-34G01 15-Aug-20 -63 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer yes
2447 13S/02E-34M01 15-Aug-20 -57 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer yes
2657 14S/02E-10P01 30-Aug-20 -18.2 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer yes
2659 14S/02E-09D04 30-Aug-20 -24.75 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
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Appendix D
Groundwater Level Data from August 2020 Monitoring Event

Facility Code State Well ID Sample Date
Groundwater 

Elevation (ft-msl)
Measurement Method Basin/Aquifer

Well In Project 
Area?

2661 14S/02E-03K01 30-Aug-20 -20.2 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer yes
2662 14S/02E-15K01 30-Aug-20 -30.8 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer yes
2697 13S/02E-20J01 30-Aug-20 -12 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer yes
2718 14S/02E-17B03 30-Aug-20 -17.3 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
2784 14S/02E-21F02 30-Aug-20 -5.3 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer no
2791 14S/02E-21N01 30-Aug-20 -20.9 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
2796 14S/02E-23F50 30-Aug-20 -36.6 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no

10145 13S/02E-27L01 30-Aug-20 -15 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
10156 13S/02E-30A01 30-Aug-20 -8.9 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer yes
10161 13S/02E-32A02 30-Aug-20 -6.09 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
10208 14S/02E-13B02 30-Aug-20 -22.1 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer no
10234 14S/02E-26P01 30-Aug-20 -27.7 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer yes
10235 14S/02E-27G02 30-Aug-20 -18.7 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer no
10254 14S/03E-06L01 30-Aug-20 -27.2 Electronic sounder Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
10269 14S/03E-19G01 30-Aug-20 -24.8 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer no
10280 14S/03E-31F01 30-Aug-20 -22 Steel tape 180-Foot Aquifer yes
10389 16S/04E-15D01 30-Aug-20 47.6 Transducer 180-Foot and 400-Foot Aquifers no
13020 13S/02E-29D04 30-Aug-20 -2.5 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer no
14455 14S/02E-12B02 30-Aug-20 -15.7 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
14456 14S/02E-12B03 30-Aug-20 -62.7 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
14468 14S/02E-13F02 30-Aug-20 -50.8 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
14469 14S/02E-13F03 30-Aug-20 -20.3 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer no
14478 14S/02E-11A02 30-Aug-20 -14.4 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer no
14480 14S/02E-11A04 30-Aug-20 -63.7 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
14531 14S/02E-20B02 30-Aug-20 -7.9 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
15009 14S/03E-18C01 30-Aug-20 7.3 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
15010 14S/03E-18C02 30-Aug-20 -39.5 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
15014 14S/03E-18E04 30-Aug-20 -43.5 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
15760 15S/03E-06K01 30-Aug-20 -28.6 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
21205 16S/04E-08H03 30-Aug-20 42.5 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
21206 16S/04E-08H02 17-Aug-20 36.4 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
21550 14S/02E-23A02 30-Aug-20 -42.5 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
21699 14S/02E-32D06 31-Aug-20 -12.2 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer no
22609 15S/03E-04M51 15-Aug-20 -35 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
22618 14S/03E-25C01 30-Aug-20 -100.5 Transducer Eastside Deep Aquifer no
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Appendix D
Groundwater Level Data from August 2020 Monitoring Event

Facility Code State Well ID Sample Date
Groundwater 

Elevation (ft-msl)
Measurement Method Basin/Aquifer

Well In Project 
Area?

22619 14S/03E-25C02 30-Aug-20 -67.7 Transducer Eastside Shallow Aquifer no
22632 14S/02E-27A01 30-Aug-20 -19.1 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer yes
22633 13S/02E-21Q01 30-Aug-20 6.95 Electronic sounder 180-Foot Aquifer yes
22635 14S/02E-03F03 30-Aug-20 -41.9 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer yes
22636 14S/02E-03F04 30-Aug-20 -12.6 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer yes
22650 14S/03E-30G08 30-Aug-20 -30.1 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer yes
22651 14S/02E-26H01 30-Aug-20 -25.9 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer yes
22667 14S/03E-22J50 31-Aug-20 -98.3 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Shallow and Deep no
22801 13S/02E-35H01 30-Aug-20 -61.3 Electronic sounder 400-Foot Aquifer no
22995 14S/03E-10E51 15-Aug-20 -124 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Deep Aquifer no
23015 14S/03E-32R52 15-Aug-20 -50 Sonic Depth Meter 400-Foot Aquifer no
23285 14S/03E-20A51 15-Aug-20 -78 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Deep Aquifer no
24588 15S/03E-12F03 17-Aug-20 -59.7 Steel tape Eastside Deep Aquifer no
25554 13S/02E-27H01 15-Aug-20 -47 Sonic Depth Meter Eastside Deep Aquifer no
26234 MW-1M 28-Aug-20 4.4 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
26235 MW-1D 28-Aug-20 -8.57 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
26237 MW-3M 28-Aug-20 4.35 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
26238 MW-3D 28-Aug-20 -8.85 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
26240 MW-4M 27-Aug-20 0.87 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
26241 MW-4D 27-Aug-20 -8.66 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
26243 MW-5M 28-Aug-20 -2.49 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
26244 MW-5D 28-Aug-20 -12.71 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
26246 MW-6M 28-Aug-20 -16.78 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
26247 MW-6M(L) 28-Aug-20 -17.77 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
26249 MW-7M 27-Aug-20 -1.16 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
26250 MW-7D 27-Aug-20 -9.6 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
26252 MW-8M 28-Aug-20 -2.29 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
26253 MW-8D 28-Aug-20 -9.74 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
26255 MW-9M 28-Aug-20 -7.47 Transducer 180-Foot Aquifer no
26256 MW-9D 28-Aug-20 -13.52 Transducer 400-Foot Aquifer no
26594 15S/02E-03B05 30-Aug-20 -14.9 Steel tape 400-Foot Aquifer no
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Appendix E
Water Quality Data from Wells in and near the Project Area

 June 2020 
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75 13S/02E-19Q03 Deep Aquifers 0.5 143 21 403 1680 9.6 12 297 45 947 8.1
113 14S/02E-26J03 400-Foot Aquifer 0.5 231 257 515 2390 72 5.9 100 255 1440 7.5
214 14S/03E-07D50 Eastside Deep Aquifer 56 188 106 214 1190 30 2.6 73 26 885 7.2
331 14S/02E-36E01 180-Foot Aquifer 1.1 334 148 137 1720 50 6 152 391 1347 7.6
370 14S/02E-36G01 400-Foot Aquifer 5.3 343 210 160 1880 53 6.6 121 441 1350 7.5
446 14S/02E-26C50 400-Foot Aquifer 0.5 157 580 1600 5300 165 8.2 157 167 4350 7.5
521 13S/02E-15M01 400-Foot Aquifer 0.8 143 26 46 439 13 1.7 43 7.8 270 7.9
625 14S/03E-30F01 180-Foot Aquifer 185 335 80 295 2260 186 185 172 354 1510 7.3
659 14S/02E-10N51 400-Foot Aquifer 2.7 143 57 127 783 20 3.1 66 47 495 7.6
717 14S/02E-27F02 180-Foot Aquifer 2.6 223 99 148 1060 29 4.1 75 104 665 7.7
723 15S/02E-02A01 180-Foot Aquifer 1 174 91 55 778 21 3.6 36 149 555 7.5
757 14S/02E-26N03 180-Foot Aquifer 2.4 271 109 78 987 26 3.8 51 131 640 7.9
766 14S/02E-22P02 180-Foot Aquifer 33 184 102 169 1100 31 3.4 62 81 740 7.6
772 15S/02E-03C01 180-Foot Aquifer 12 312 123 85 1360 41 3.8 104 275 950 7.7
780 14S/02E-10M02 400-Foot Aquifer 2.7 138 58 119 746 20 2.7 58 47 490 7.5
859 14S/02E-15N01 400-Foot Aquifer 23 142 134 339 1530 46 4.3 79 77 1180 7.5
861 14S/02E-15P01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.4 121 175 571 2120 67 4.7 107 58 161 7.3
862 14S/02E-21L01 180-Foot Aquifer 54 145 134 336 1600 39 4.5 108 87 1040 7.8
876 14S/03E-19Q02 180-Foot Aquifer 222 316 192 298 2050 73 4.2 125 116 1360 7.5
886 14S/02E-24E01 400-Foot Aquifer 42 240 674 1800 6450 241 8.9 179 281 5100
891 14S/03E-18P51 180-Foot Aquifer 153 232 244 555 2580 84 4.2 112 73 1820
944 14S/02E-03R02 400-Foot Aquifer 2.8 176 42 82 695 13 2.2 84 49 435 7.6
966 14S/02E-26N50 180-Foot Aquifer 3.2 318 141 95 1160 33 4.4 54 164 793 7.8

1055 14S/02E-15A01 400-Foot Aquifer 3 143 45 78 635 16 2.3 54 56 395 7.6
1060 14S/02E-34A03 400-Foot Aquifer 1.9 165 53 25 582 13 3.1 47 93 400 7.7
1072 14S/02E-34A04 400-Foot Aquifer 2.5 283 221 360 1890 52 5.2 66 138 1440 7.5
1153 13S/02E-31A02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 159 11 231 1100 3.1 4.9 205 27 645 8.4
1212 14S/02E-34B03 180-Foot Aquifer 3.4 111 378 994 3360 93 6.7 81 88 2460 7.4
1282 14S/02E-24P02 400-Foot Aquifer 8.2 228 164 220 1520 44 4.9 79 234 1000 7.4
1534 14S/02E-05R03 400-Foot Aquifer 1.9 157 103 300 1350 38 1.9 3.8 88 38 7.9
1542 14S/03E-30E03 400-Foot Aquifer 283 311 214 296 2440 77 5.9 131 196 1560 7.2
1543 14S/03E-31B01 180-Foot Aquifer 19 345 162 140 1540 51 5.2 94 279 1070 7.5
1685 14S/02E-03H01 400-Foot Aquifer 3 89 235 1120 28 2.4 82 25 740 166 7.3
1698 14S/03E-07K51 Eastside Deep Aquifer 5 152 34 64 550 10 1.4 60 21 325 7.3
1704 14S/02E-10H01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.8 154 55 98 721 17 2.2 68 55 450 7.5
1705 14S/02E-11M03 400-Foot Aquifer 2.4 150 38 48 494 12 1.8 45 28 310 7.4
1706 14S/02E-02A02 Eastside Deep Aquifer 2.9 189 63 112 749 18 2.5 60 17 450 7.5
1716 14S/02E-02C03 400-Foot Aquifer 2.7 172 94 270 1210 28 3.3 95 21 815 7.3
1794 14S/03E-31F02 400-Foot Aquifer 25 314 163 100 1430 46 5.9 93 317 1090 7.7
1849 14S/02E-04H01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.4 176 38 74 633 12 2.1 75 28 395 7.6
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Appendix E
Water Quality Data from Wells in and near the Project Area

 June 2020 
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1851 14S/02E-03M02 400-Foot Aquifer 2.3 173 33 54 548 10 1.8 66 21 335 7.4
1965 14S/02E-22L01 400-Foot Aquifer 14 148 119 280 1340 41 3.3 63 88 945 7.4
2261 13S/01E-25R01 Deep Aquifers 0.5 179 3.7 42 534 0.6 2.8 114 23 375 8.7
2315 14S/03E-18E03 180-Foot Aquifer 226 304 185 309 2030 61 3 129 77 1480 7.2
2318 15S/02E-01Q50 400-Foot Aquifer 0.5 263 190 148 1500 45 5 59 354 1053 7.4

2408 15S/02E-04C01 180-Foot and 400-Foot
Aquifer 16 110 48 86 638 17 2.3 44 52 400 7.4

2409 14S/02E-33Q01 400-Foot Aquifer 23 99 67 110 714 18 2.6 40 57 465 7.4
2410 15S/02E-04A50 400-Foot Aquifer 16 101 46 77 576 15 2.2 40 47 360 7.4
2437 14S/02E-11B01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.1 158 33 54 523 10 1.7 58 23 330 7.4
2445 13S/02E-34G01 400-Foot Aquifer 3.9 193 61 133 852 16 2.6 94 23 510 7.6

2446 13S/02E-28L02 180-Foot and 400-Foot
Aquifer 2.3 190 41 69 615 17 2 56 12 375 7.6

2447 13S/02E-34M01 400-Foot Aquifer 1 171 158 562 2140 51 4.8 166 37 1600 7.5
2452 14S/02E-32D04 Deep Aquifers 0.5 114 32 120 704 1.1 4.2 104 39 395 7.9
2453 14S/02E-31H01 Deep Aquifers 0.5 105 22 60 497 5.1 1.8 98 46 300 8.3
2455 13S/02E-28M02 400-Foot Aquifer 1.5 168 44 89 625 18 2.2 53 13 375 7.7
2659 14S/02E-09D04 400-Foot Aquifer 2.2 165 46 96 683 16 2.1 72 31 415 7.4
2697 13S/02E-20J01 400-Foot Aquifer 0.5 178 64 194 1020 29 2.8 89 38 630 8.1
2776 16S/04E-11D51 Eastside Deep Aquifer 11 171 69 36 717 22 2.8 48 140 490 7.8

10229 14S/02E-24Q01 180-Foot Aquifer 221 362 271 451 2880 95 6.6 138 189 2000 7.1
10234 14S/02E-26P01 180-Foot Aquifer 0.5 259 237 398 2350 83 4.5 112 399 1627 7.4
14455 14S/02E-12B02 180-Foot Aquifer 112 232 214 428 2050 66 4.6 63 20 1900 7.1
14456 14S/02E-12B03 400-Foot Aquifer 2.2 173 42 29 439 11 2.1 36 8.7 270 7.7
14468 14S/02E-13F02 400-Foot Aquifer 0.7 154 33 33 398 10 1.7 34 6.6 260 7.1
14469 14S/02E-13F03 180-Foot Aquifer 281 368 327 730 3840 113 6 219 94 3160 7
14478 14S/02E-11A02 180-Foot Aquifer 19
14480 14S/02E-11A04 400-Foot Aquifer 3 178 40 35 472 12 2.2 41 11 295 7.6
14501 14S/02E-15L02 180-Foot Aquifer 6.8 190 323 1200 4420 110 11 308 180 3700 7.4
15009 14S/03E-18C01 180-Foot Aquifer 168 154 121 134 1140 31 2.1 47 56 960 7.1
15010 14S/03E-18C02 400-Foot Aquifer 33 205 106 142 964 26 2.6 43 27 735 7.1
15014 14S/03E-18E04 400-Foot Aquifer 2.5 184 52 40 500 12 1.9 31 8.7 300 7.2
20769 14S/03E-07P02 180-Foot Aquifer 74 181 100 181 1090 30 2 58 23 785 7.1
21205 16S/04E-08H03 400-Foot Aquifer 21 218 85 33 777 26 3.1 40 123 545 7.5
21208 16S/04E-08H04 180-Foot Aquifer 2.2 144 44 13 438 14 2.2 29 62 305 7.6
21667 14S/02E-17C02 Dune Sand Aquifer 111 326 244 256 2460 73 5 120 382 1610 7.7
22632 14S/02E-27A01 180-Foot Aquifer 32 154 95 147 995 26 4.4 55 99 705 7.4
22633 13S/02E-21Q01 180-Foot Aquifer 134 176 211 808 3280 146 6.3 191 125 2620 6.8
22635 14S/02E-03F03 400-Foot Aquifer 2.8 174 41 63 612 13 2.1 70 39 390 7.4
22650 14S/03E-30G08 180-Foot Aquifer 320 323 250 235 2680 85 7 191 375 1870 7.2
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Appendix E
Water Quality Data from Wells in and near the Project Area

 June 2020 
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22651 14S/02E-26H01 180-Foot Aquifer 0.6 330 172 192 1830 56 7.3 143 387 1320 7.3
22656 14S/03E-07P50 Eastside Deep Aquifer 3.5 145 38 54 539 12 1.7 55 39 340 7.3
22666 15S/03E-03N58 Deep Aquifers 4.1 158 55 42 672 18 2.7 54 116 450 7.6
22681 13S/01E-36J02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 170 3.8 39 507 0.7 2.6 108 23 360 8.8
22687 13S/02E-36F50 Eastside Deep Aquifer 2.1 187 45 42 514 13 2 41 7.7 310 7.5
22746 14S/02E-25D51 400-Foot Aquifer 2.3 167 142 274 1410 37 4.2 68 127 940 7.9
22755 14S/02E-07J03 Deep Aquifers 0.5 185 3.3 48 546 0.9 3.2 119 25 400 8.5
22801 13S/02E-35H01 400-Foot Aquifer 4.5 176 48 56 541 13 2.1 41 12 335 7.9
22828 14S/02E-13E50 400-Foot Aquifer 3.1 142 41 52 567 15 2.5 49 54 375 7.3
22833 14S/02E-03P01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.2 173 34 67 613 11 2 76 34 380 7.8
22905 15S/03E-05R52 Deep Aquifers 1.4 142 54 24 554 15 2.6 36 100 360 7.8
22928 13S/02E-28L03 Deep Aquifers 0.5 155 9.4 140 839 0.6 1.5 163 34 500 8.6
23107 14S/02E-14R50 400-Foot Aquifer 2.8 123 211 676 2450 78 5.3 119 72 1880 7.2
23135 14S/02E-28C02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 175 26 48 637 9.6 2.5 98 77 390 8.1
24033 14S/02E-22A03 Deep Aquifers 0.6 163 24 43 602 7 2.6 94 72 395 8.1
24520 15S/03E-07K01 400-Foot Aquifer 15 291 147 85 1210 39 4.4 47 202 840 7.7
24833 14S/02E-22R01 400-Foot Aquifer 1.9 156 54 34 599 15 2.9 49 94 415 7.8
24834 14S/02E-36F03 400-Foot Aquifer 1.6 258 172 123 1350 40 4.3 57 298 933 7.4
25374 15S/02E-10A03 400-Foot Aquifer 3.7 176 50 201 1070 22 3 122 35 605 7.2
25375 15S/02E-04A04 Deep Aquifers 1.6 141 37 78 617 13 2.1 65 40 380 7.9
25553 15S/03E-10D04 Deep Aquifers 6.4 174 59 40 692 20 3.1 54 122 470 7.6
25733 14S/03E-06F01 Eastside Deep Aquifer 26 193 72 167 988 20 2.4 87 20 605 7.4
25973 14S/02E-29C01 Deep Aquifers 0.5 154 18 92 703 5.7 2.1 121 58 440 8.1
26134 16S/04E-03K01 Deep Aquifers 2.4 150 51 35 623 18 2.8 49 116 435 7.8
26234 14S/01E-13K02 Undetermined 1.3
26235 14S/01E-13K03 Undetermined 4.4
26237 14S/01E-13K05 Undetermined 4.9
26238 14S/01E-13K06 Undetermined 4.4
26240 14S/01E-13J04 Undetermined 4 93 1190 12700 N/A 915 74.2 5740 1630 23400 N/A
26241 14S/01E-13J05 Undetermined 1.3 115 2800 15500 N/A 1050 52.6 5590 1940 22700 N/A
26244 14S/02E-17F03 Undetermined 3.1
26246 14S/02E-33A02 Undetermined 0.5
26247 14S/02E-33A03 180-Foot Aquifer 2.6
26249 14S/02E-19C02 Undetermined 26
26250 14S/02E-19C03 Undetermined 4
26252 14S/02E-07K03 Undetermined 2.7
26253 14S/02E-07K04 Undetermined 3.1
26255 14S/02E-08D04 Undetermined 1.7
26397 14S/02E-23G02 Deep Aquifers 0.6 186 24 61 744 7.7 2.7 123 89 455 8
26594 15S/02E-03B05 400-Foot Aquifer 1.3 261 110 73 1050 34 3.9 62 192 725 7.9
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Appendix E
Water Quality Data from Wells in and near the Project Area

 June 2020 
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26674 14S/02E-27K02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 144 33 140 811 9.3 2.8 113 43 475 8.1
26677 14S/02E-26D01 Deep Aquifers 0.5 176 28 30 594 9.2 2.4 85 79 395 7.9
26954 14S/02E-23P02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 182 57 25 603 13 2.8 58 92 405 8.1
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Appendix E
Water Quality Data from Wells in and near the Project Area

 August 2020 
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75 13S/02E-19Q03 Deep Aquifers
113 14S/02E-26J03 400-Foot Aquifer 0.5 226 276 574 2540 72 7 111 252 2360 7.5
214 14S/03E-07D50 Eastside Deep Aquifer 60 190 108 228 1210 31 3 74 27 880 7.2
331 14S/02E-36E01 180-Foot Aquifer 3.1 345 152 138 1710 52 6.8 155 384 1170 7.6
370 14S/02E-36G01 400-Foot Aquifer 5 354 214 160 1940 54 7.6 128 412 1385 7.5
446 14S/02E-26C50 400-Foot Aquifer 0.5 154 637 1680 5540 182 10 175 35 5150 7.5
521 13S/02E-15M01 400-Foot Aquifer 1 153 29 45 450 14 1.8 46 7.5 290 7.9
625 14S/03E-30F01 180-Foot Aquifer 165 339 190 266 2210 81 5 171 320 1545 7.3
659 14S/02E-10N51 400-Foot Aquifer 2.7 143 57 127 783 20 3.1 66 47 495 7.6
717 14S/02E-27F02 180-Foot Aquifer 2.2 226 97 142 1050 28 4.4 73 104 670 7.7
723 15S/02E-02A01 180-Foot Aquifer 1 173 89 52 752 20 3.6 36 143 525 7.5
757 14S/02E-26N03 180-Foot Aquifer 2.5 271 112 78 981 28 4.4 55 133 680 7.9
766 14S/02E-22P02 180-Foot Aquifer 32 182 103 166 1080 32 3.9 64 83 770 7.6
772 15S/02E-03C01 180-Foot Aquifer 9.9 312 123 84 1320 42 4.5 107 268 910 7.7
780 14S/02E-10M02 400-Foot Aquifer 2.7 138 58 119 746 20 2.7 58 47 490 7.5
859 14S/02E-15N01 400-Foot Aquifer 24 145 136 331 1510 46 4.6 84 77 1200 7.5
861 14S/02E-15P01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.3 124 190 550 2220 71 5.2 120 58 1880 7.3
862 14S/02E-21L01 180-Foot Aquifer 55 147 131 314 1540 39 5 105 83 1135 7.8
876 14S/03E-19Q02 180-Foot Aquifer 221 335 181 301 2090 79 5.1 139 118 1380 7.5
886 14S/02E-24E01 400-Foot Aquifer
891 14S/03E-18P51 180-Foot Aquifer
944 14S/02E-03R02 400-Foot Aquifer 2.7 176 50 81 698 14 2.6 78 49 440 7.6
966 14S/02E-26N50 180-Foot Aquifer 3.1 324 145 93 1150 34 5 53 161 770 7.8

1055 14S/02E-15A01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.6 142 47 65 623 16 2.8 54 68 420 7.6
1060 14S/02E-34A03 400-Foot Aquifer 1.8 158 57 27 564 13 2.8 38 93 380 7.7
1072 14S/02E-34A04 400-Foot Aquifer 2.6 273 236 369 2010 58 6.4 70 136 1770 7.5
1153 13S/02E-31A02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 152 13 239 1140 3.3 5.7 220 25 665 8.4
1212 14S/02E-34B03 180-Foot Aquifer 3.5 117 361 880 3120 89 7.4 79 87 2720 7.4
1282 14S/02E-24P02 400-Foot Aquifer -- -- 177 -- 1560 47 5.7 85 -- 1065 --
1534 14S/02E-05R03 400-Foot Aquifer 2.1 150 103 298 1330 38 3.9 91 41 1060 7.9
1542 14S/03E-30E03 400-Foot Aquifer 281 327 222 285 2270 79 6 132 194 4600 7.2
1543 14S/03E-31B01 180-Foot Aquifer -- -- 165 -- 1540 52 5.2 96 -- 1080 --
1685 14S/02E-03H01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.7 163 94 245 1150 30 2.7 86 25 867 7.3
1698 14S/03E-07K51 Eastside Deep Aquifer 5.3 160 35 66 558 11 1.7 62 20 335 7.3
1704 14S/02E-10H01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.7 151 50 97 720 17 2.5 70 55 465 7.5
1705 14S/02E-11M03 400-Foot Aquifer 2.4 150 37 48 498 12 2 47 28 320 7.4
1706 14S/02E-02A02 Eastside Deep Aquifer 2.7 189 62 110 749 18 2.5 62 18 460 7.5
1716 14S/02E-02C03 400-Foot Aquifer 2.4 169 92 253 1190 27 3.3 94 20 813 7.3
1794 14S/03E-31F02 400-Foot Aquifer 25 346 171 101 1650 48 6.2 98 338 1130 7.7

Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.

Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
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Appendix E
Water Quality Data from Wells in and near the Project Area

 August 2020 
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1849 14S/02E-04H01 400-Foot Aquifer -- -- 40 -- 639 13 2.4 77 -- 385 --
1851 14S/02E-03M02 400-Foot Aquifer -- -- 33 -- 542 11 2.1 68 -- 340 --
1965 14S/02E-22L01 400-Foot Aquifer 13 147 125 277 1350 44 3.9 67 87 1070 7.4
2261 13S/01E-25R01 Deep Aquifers 0.5 184 1.9 43 529 0.5 3.2 116 22 365 8.7
2315 14S/03E-18E03 180-Foot Aquifer 226 304 185 309 2030 61 3 129 77 1480 7.2
2318 15S/02E-01Q50 400-Foot Aquifer 0.5 269 199 145 1620 47 5.4 61 349 1090 7.4

2408 15S/02E-04C01 180-Foot and 400-Foot
Aquifer 15 121 53 85 638 19 2.8 47 54 415 7.4

2409 14S/02E-33Q01 400-Foot Aquifer 24 101 60 92 648 17 2.8 40 55 480 7.4
2410 15S/02E-04A50 400-Foot Aquifer 16 103 47 77 571 16 2.6 42 46 380 7.4
2437 14S/02E-11B01 400-Foot Aquifer 2.1 158 34 55 528 11 2 61 23 340 7.4
2445 13S/02E-34G01 400-Foot Aquifer 4.6 196 52 141 871 16 3.1 103 24 500 7.6

2446 13S/02E-28L02 180-Foot and 400-Foot
Aquifer 2.2 197 41 70 607 18 2.2 58 12 355 7.6

2447 13S/02E-34M01 400-Foot Aquifer 0.5 174 164 575 2190 52 4.6 173 36 1410 7.5
2452 14S/02E-32D04 Deep Aquifers 0.5 149 27 70 630 7.1 2.5 98 60 390 7.9
2453 14S/02E-31H01 Deep Aquifers 0.5 83 18 70 463 2.9 2 73 32 280 8.3
2455 13S/02E-28M02 400-Foot Aquifer 1.5 170 43 87 621 18 2.2 54 13 370 7.7
2659 14S/02E-09D04 400-Foot Aquifer 2.2 159 40 125 783 20 2.7 86 37 475 7.4
2697 13S/02E-20J01 400-Foot Aquifer 0.5 180 67 198 1040 30 2.9 94 38 635 8.1
2776 16S/04E-11D51 Eastside Deep Aquifer 11 170 69 35 711 22 2.9 48 139 490 7.8

10229 14S/02E-24Q01 180-Foot Aquifer 231 357 270 446 2640 95 6.6 141 179 1880 7.1
10234 14S/02E-26P01 180-Foot Aquifer -- -- 244 -- 2300 87 5 114 -- 1650 --

14455* 14S/02E-12B02 180-Foot Aquifer 112 232 214 438 2050 66 4.6 63 20 1900 7.1
14456* 14S/02E-12B03 400-Foot Aquifer 2.2 173 42 29 439 11 2.1 36 8.7 270 7.7
14468 14S/02E-13F02 400-Foot Aquifer 0.7 154 33 33 398 10 1.7 34 6.6 260 7.1
14469 14S/02E-13F03 180-Foot Aquifer 281 368 327 730 3840 113 6 219 94 3160 7.0
14478 14S/02E-11A02 180-Foot Aquifer 19 211 117 224 1180 35 3.2 49 12 980 7.6
14480 14S/02E-11A04 400-Foot Aquifer 3 178 40 35 472 12 2.2 41 11 295 7.6
14501 14S/02E-15L02 180-Foot Aquifer 0.5 183 458 1640 6390 147 13 445 224 4600 7.4
15009 14S/03E-18C01 180-Foot Aquifer 168 154 121 134 1140 31 2.1 47 56 960 7.1
15010 14S/03E-18C02 400-Foot Aquifer 33 205 106 142 964 26 2.6 43 27 735 7.1
15014 14S/03E-18E04 400-Foot Aquifer 2.5 183 52 40 500 12 1.9 31 8.7 300 7.2
20769 14S/03E-07P02 180-Foot Aquifer 84 190 109 195 1170 33 2.1 65 26 880 7.1
21205 16S/04E-08H03 400-Foot Aquifer 21 218 85 33 777 26 3.1 40 123 545 7.5
21208 16S/04E-08H04 180-Foot Aquifer 2.2 144 44 13 438 14 2.2 29 62 305 7.6
21667 14S/02E-17C02 Dune Sand Aquifer -- -- 239 -- 2290 78 5.7 127 -- 1645 --
22632 14S/02E-27A01 180-Foot Aquifer 32 154 95 147 995 26 4.4 55 99 705 7.4
22633 13S/02E-21Q01 180-Foot Aquifer 134 176 211 808 3280 146 6.3 191 125 2620 6.8
22635 14S/02E-03F03 400-Foot Aquifer 2.8 174 41 63 612 13 2.1 70 39 390 7.4

Well Locations Report
Agreement No. D1912532

Page 6 of 8 
December 2020 185



Appendix E
Water Quality Data from Wells in and near the Project Area

 August 2020 
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22650 14S/03E-30G08 180-Foot Aquifer 320 323 250 235 2680 85 7 191 375 1870 7.2
22651 14S/02E-26H01 180-Foot Aquifer 0.6 330 172 192 1830 56 7.3 143 387 1320 7.3
22656 14S/03E-07P50 Eastside Deep Aquifer 3.3 153 36 55 552 12 1.9 61 39 360 7.3
22666 15S/03E-03N58 Deep Aquifers 4.4 162 57 42 678 19 3.1 56 116 410 7.6
22681 13S/01E-36J02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 173 2.2 40 502 0.4 2.9 111 23 360 8.8
22687 13S/02E-36F50 Eastside Deep Aquifer -- -- 46 -- 512 13 2.1 44 -- 310 --
22746 14S/02E-25D51 400-Foot Aquifer -- -- 153 -- 1480 41 5 73 -- 1175 --
22755 14S/02E-07J03 Deep Aquifers 0.5 183 2.9 48 546 0.8 3.3 120 25 380 8.5
22801 13S/02E-35H01 400-Foot Aquifer 4.5 179 49 56 542 13 2.1 41 12 330 7.9
22828 14S/02E-13E50 400-Foot Aquifer 3.1 149 42 53 563 17 2.5 50 54 355 7.3
22833 14S/02E-03P01 400-Foot Aquifer -- -- 32 -- 552 11 2.2 73 -- 345 --
22905 15S/03E-05R52 Deep Aquifers 1.4 140 55 24 547 15 2.9 36 100 385 7.8
22928 13S/02E-28L03 Deep Aquifers 0.5 159 6.5 133 812 0.5 1.8 169 34 490 8.6
23107 14S/02E-14R50 400-Foot Aquifer 3.8 126 242 700 2580 90 5.9 132 70 2540 7.2
23135 14S/02E-28C02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 178 26 47 639 9.6 2.8 100 76 410 8.1
24033 14S/02E-22A03 Deep Aquifers 0.7 169 25 30 586 7.8 3 92 79 395 8.1
24520 15S/03E-07K01 400-Foot Aquifer 15 331 157 86 1270 41 4.7 50 206 845 7.7
24833 14S/02E-22R01 400-Foot Aquifer 1.9 157 51 34 592 15 3.3 51 93 400 7.8
24834 14S/02E-36F03 400-Foot Aquifer 1.6 264 175 124 1460 44 5.3 63 302 960 7.4
25374 15S/02E-10A03 400-Foot Aquifer 3.6 188 54 196 1050 23 3.6 130 35 630 7.2
25375 15S/02E-04A04 Deep Aquifers 0.8 150 35 61 587 12 2.6 73 54 375 7.9
25553 15S/03E-10D04 Deep Aquifers 6.3 173 60 40 693 20 3.1 55 121 485 7.6
25733 14S/03E-06F01 Eastside Deep Aquifer 31 191 86 172 1010 23 2.7 77 22 680 7.4
25973 14S/02E-29C01 Deep Aquifers 0.5 154 19 91 704 5.7 2.1 124 57 445 8.1
26134 16S/04E-03K01 Deep Aquifers 2.2 154 52 35 627 18 2.8 49 116 455 7.8
26234 14S/01E-13K02 Undetermined
26235 14S/01E-13K03 Undetermined
26237 14S/01E-13K05 Undetermined
26238 14S/01E-13K06 Undetermined
26240 14S/01E-13J04 Undetermined
26241 14S/01E-13J05 Undetermined
26244 14S/02E-17F03 Undetermined
26246 14S/02E-33A02 Undetermined
26247 14S/02E-33A03 180-Foot Aquifer
26249 14S/02E-19C02 Undetermined
26250 14S/02E-19C03 Undetermined
26252 14S/02E-07K03 Undetermined
26253 14S/02E-07K04 Undetermined
26255 14S/02E-08D04 Undetermined

Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.

Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.

Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.

Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
Well not sampled for water quality in August or September 2020.
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Appendix E
Water Quality Data from Wells in and near the Project Area

 August 2020 
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26397 14S/02E-23G02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 182 22 79 811 6.5 2.6 147 101 495 8.0
26594 15S/02E-03B05 400-Foot Aquifer 1 265 110 74 1040 33 3.8 62 188 740 7.9
26674 14S/02E-27K02 Deep Aquifers 0.5 147 33 140 817 9.6 3.2 120 41 470 8.1
26677 14S/02E-26D01 Deep Aquifers 0.8 170 27 27 574 9.3 2.8 85 80 390 7.9
26954 14S/02E-23P02 Deep Aquifers 0.6 181 51 25 591 14 3.2 60 92 385 8.1

* Well sampled for water quality in September 2020.
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Well Destruction Prioritization Table 11/11/2020

Well Prioritization List

Facility 
Code

State Well ID
Well Construction 

Date
Aquifer Unit Well Depth Screened Interval(s)

180-Ft. 
Aquifer 
Nitrate 
Detect 
(within 

1/2 mile 
radius)

Well located in 
180-Foot 
Aquifer 

Seawater 
Intruded Zone 
(500 mg/L Cl)

 

 
 

 

    
     

    
    

  

 

 

1019 13S/02E-33N04 3/10/67 400-Foot Aquifer 602 338-602 X X

1246 13S/02E-33M50 7/23/66 400-Foot Aquifer 590 314-590 X

1586 13S/02E-27N Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown X X

1720 13S/02E-27P01 Unknown 400-Foot Aquifer 606 412-572 X

2436 13S/02E-27M01 10/15/76 400-Foot Aquifer 412 208-268, 268-388, 448-
478,508-628

X X

2447 13S/02E-34M01 7/9/82 400-Foot Aquifer 630 370-450, 510-570, 590-610 X X

10161 13S/02E-32A02 9/1/58 400-Foot Aquifer 600 300-600 X X

114 13S/02E-28E01 9/14/90 400-Foot Aquifer 900 270-540 X X

1593 13S/02E-29F02 11/1/55 400-Foot Aquifer 549 347-539 X X

1688 13S/02E-27Q02 5/31/83 400-Foot Aquifer 591 245-317, 328-386, 416-591 X

1708 13S/02E-32C01 10/17/49 400-Foot Aquifer 562 322-552 X

1849 14S/02E-04H01 12/24/73 400-Foot Aquifer 512 418-424, 430-448, 470-487 X X

1851 14S/02E-03M02 3/6/75 400-Foot Aquifer 587 400-570 X X

2294 13S/02E-34J50 4/30/93 400-Foot Aquifer 450 230-450

2430 13S/02E-32M02 12/5/84 Deep Aquifers 1630 780-1590 X

2431 13S/02E-29J01 5/1/57 400-Foot Aquifer 600 Unknown X X

2433 13S/02E-21P01 1/1/58 400-Foot Aquifer Unknown Unknown X X

2434 13S/02E-28B01 12/6/60 400-Foot Aquifer 660
123-143, 163-203, 252-
292, 312-349, 381-418

X X

2435 13S/02E-28H50 8/26/75 400-Foot Aquifer 655 190-553, 613-643 X X

2455 13S/02E-28M02 5/26/86 400-Foot Aquifer 760 310-450, 580-610, 640-
700, 730-760

X X

2698 14S/02E-04G02 8/20/96 400-Foot Aquifer 620 370-520, 560-610 X X

10163 13S/02E-32E03 9/20/54 400-Foot Aquifer 885 418-633 X

19 14S/02E-10E02 9/26/78 400-Foot Aquifer 660 298-524,524-580, 620-660 X X

694 14S/02E-10F50 1/5/76 400-Foot Aquifer 600 372-427, 490-570 X X

718 13S/02E-32N01 5/1/49 400-Foot Aquifer 602 Unknown X

934 14S/02E-05K02 2/18/60 400-Foot Aquifer 600 417-423, 485-492, 497-
505, 558-587

X

1153 13S/02E-31A02 9/30/85 Deep Aquifers 1600 850-1600 X

1162 14S/02E-05C03 4/14/88 400-Foot Aquifer 580 300-565 X

1169 14S/02E-05F04 3/26/54 400-Foot Aquifer 582 406-418, 422-452, 452-
475, 496-505, 523-534

X

1233 14S/02E-05P02 5/20/55 400-Foot Aquifer 606 464-478, 560-588 X

1464 14S/02E-09D03 4/24/61 400-Foot Aquifer 542 401-419, 424-443, 457-478 X

1466 14S/02E-08C03 5/3/55 400-Foot Aquifer 556 395-405, 407-410, 460-
480, 492-505, 532-540

X

1521 14S/02E-09H02 3/9/65 400-Foot Aquifer 498 300-489 X X

1522 14S/02E-04R02 7/16/65 400-Foot Aquifer 566 302-566 X X

1523 14S/02E-09H03 7/20/72 400-Foot Aquifer 556 378-386, 404-420, 450-
485, 339-363

X

1548 14S/02E-04N01 2/1/66 400-Foot Aquifer 684 100-105, 167-172, 180-185 X
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Well Destruction Prioritization Table 11/11/2020

Well Prioritization List

Facility 
Code

State Well ID
Well Construction 

Date
Aquifer Unit Well Depth Screened Interval(s)

180-Ft. 
Aquifer 
Nitrate 
Detect 
(within 

1/2 mile 
radius)

Well located in 
180-Foot 
Aquifer 

Seawater 
Intruded Zone 
(500 mg/L Cl)

 

 
 

 

    
     

    
    

  

 

 

1710 14S/02E-06J03 5/3/48 400-Foot Aquifer 550 375-550 X

2432 13S/02E-21N01 3/12/50 400-Foot Aquifer 550 350-550 X X

2658 14S/02E-06B01 1/1/58 400-Foot Aquifer 610 Unknown X

2682 13S/02E-29M02 4/10/68 400-Foot Aquifer 566 410-566 X

2683 13S/02E-29D03 4/6/60 400-Foot Aquifer 632 432-632 X X

2689 13S/02E-20K50 11/17/95 400-Foot Aquifer 750 440-530, 660-750 X X

2692 14S/02E-03H02 Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown X X

2693 14S/02E-02C02 10/1/45 400-Foot Aquifer 575 Unknown
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Well Destruction Prioritization Table 11/11/2020

Well Prioritization List

Facility 
Code

State Well ID
Well Construction 

Date
Aquifer Unit Well Depth Screened Interval(s)

180-Ft. 
Aquifer 
Nitrate 
Detect 
(within 

1/2 mile 
radius)

Well located in 
180-Foot 
Aquifer 

Seawater 
Intruded Zone 
(500 mg/L Cl)

 

 
 

 

    
     

    
    

  

 

 

10140 13S/02E-19R01 3/16/47 400-Foot Aquifer 508 Unknown X X

10142 13S/02E-20M02 3/15/49 400-Foot Aquifer 530 Unknown X

10143 13S/02E-21G01 6/1/47 400-Foot Aquifer 406 Below 260

10150 13S/02E-29C02 5/3/50 400-Foot Aquifer 550 Unknown X X

10156 13S/02E-30A01 8/25/49 400-Foot Aquifer 602 392-602 X X

10158 13S/02E-31K02 9/11/61 400-Foot Aquifer 568 476-495, 505-549 X

11037 13S/02E-31G04 7/7/62 400-Foot Aquifer 610 252-610 X

12889 13S/02E-21G02 1/1/43 MORO COJO 425 Unknown

13048 13S/02E-31B02 Unknown 400-Foot Aquifer Unknown Unknown X

14326 14S/02E-02E02 11/21/61 400-Foot Aquifer 532 223-527 X

14355 14S/02E-05C02 11/1/52 400-Foot Aquifer 576 446-446, 494-514, 518-522 X

22833 14S/02E-03P01 1/31/06 400-Foot Aquifer 614 478-490, 512-522, 586-602 X X

249 14S/02E-11H02 1/1/50 400-Foot Aquifer 400 Unknown X X

279 14S/02E-16H01 5/11/76 400-Foot Aquifer 606 449-599 X X

353 14S/02E-16A02 10/17/73 400-Foot Aquifer 669 430-470, 518-618 X X

407 14S/02E-15B01 5/26/82 400-Foot Aquifer 660
337-342, 363-387, 397-
435, 515-548, 573-588, 
607-620

X X

587 14S/02E-07A01 9/19/74 400-Foot Aquifer 600 390-600 X

659 14S/02E-10N51 3/12/91 400-Foot Aquifer 580 416-442, 540-558 X X

780 14S/02E-10M02 10/18/65 400-Foot Aquifer 588 330-365, 419-453, 481-545 X X

860 14S/02E-08L01 Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown X X

1109 14S/02E-07J02 9/30/79 400-Foot Aquifer 564 396-564 X X

1299 14S/02E-09K50 10/17/73 400-Foot Aquifer 614 360-614 X X

1324 14S/02E-15C02 6/20/78 400-Foot Aquifer 550 328-550 X X

1589 14S/02E-10P02 6/30/78 400-Foot Aquifer 624 330-624 X X

1590 14S/02E-07B50 10/8/90 400-Foot Aquifer 590 310-590 X

1958 14S/02E-16C51 10/17/67 400-Foot Aquifer 602 Unknown X X

2419 14S/02E-09N02 8/2/95 400-Foot Aquifer 636 408-426, 472-494, 602-622 X X

10139 13S/02E-19H01 5/18/48 400-Foot Aquifer 340 Unknown X

10191 14S/02E-06R02 2/25/48 400-Foot Aquifer 604 Unknown X

22755 14S/02E-07J03 5/11/05 Deep Aquifers 1573
1450-1470, 1490-1510, 
1530-1570

X X

824 14S/02E-18A01 9/7/84 400-Foot Aquifer 590 280-480, 490-570 X X

859 14S/02E-15N01 9/21/71 400-Foot Aquifer 550 309-319, 336-352, 398-
408, 440-464

X X

861 14S/02E-15P01 8/3/65 400-Foot Aquifer 595 416-423, 451-490, 550-555 X X

1139 14S/02E-07K01 3/5/52 400-Foot Aquifer 600 Unknown X

1255 14S/02E-07L05 5/6/88 400-Foot Aquifer 610 330-450 X

1257 14S/02E-07L04 8/23/83 400-Foot Aquifer 560 360-560 X X

1709 14S/02E-18C01 10/22/76 400-Foot Aquifer 600 330-598 X X
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2536 14S/02E-01G50 6/17/74 400-Foot Aquifer 598 225-580

2662 14S/02E-15K01 3/14/79 400-Foot Aquifer 600 300-600 X X

2691 14S/02E-18E01 7/6/74 Deep Aquifers 870 666-834 X X

2718 14S/02E-17B03 6/18/96 400-Foot Aquifer 615 330-410, 440-540, 560-600 X X

21655 14S/02E-20B03 6/26/97 Deep Aquifers 825 670-730, 785-805 X X

989 14S/02E-26J50 4/20/65 400-Foot Aquifer 516 390-500 X

43 14S/02E-14A01 6/10/93 400-Foot Aquifer 602 472-506, 536-550 X X

444 Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown X

1163 14S/02E-12N51 7/18/89 400-Foot Aquifer 628 502-562, 583-597 X X

1636 14S/02E-12L02 5/31/78 400-Foot Aquifer 590
435-445, 470-510, 510-
520, 520-580

X X

1707 14S/02E-12Q01 1/1/38 400-Foot Aquifer 619 273-280, 288-292 X X

2686 14S/02E-14B50 5/2/95 400-Foot Aquifer 1/19/02 420-570, 660-750 X X

801 Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown X

1046 14S/02E-12B01 11/24/47 400-Foot Aquifer 672 315-325, 515-580

1047 14S/02E-11H01 Unknown S V GENERAL Unknown Unknown X X

1160 Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown X

1213 14S/02E-27J01 Unknown S V GENERAL Unknown Unknown X

1393 14S/02E-27G50 8/9/91 400-Foot Aquifer 624
454-462, 484-490, 493-
504, 518-524, 558-564, 
576-612

X

1855 14S/02E-28J50 4/15/88 PRESSURE BOTH 510 264-293, 370-380, 412-
420, 436-444, 450-482

X

1861 14S/02E-27G03 4/18/73 400-Foot Aquifer 495 276-320, 362-368 X
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No.   

 

 
RECEIVE THE WELL LOCATIONS REPORT FOR THE PROTECTION OF   ) 

DOMESTIC DRINKING WATER SUPPLIES FOR THE LOWER SALINAS ) 

VALLEY PROJECT       ) 

  

Upon motion of Director _____________, seconded by Director ____________, and carried by those 

members present, the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

Receives the Well Locations Report for the Protection of Domestic Drinking Water Supplies for 

the Lower Salinas Valley Project: 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 15th day of March 2021, by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

 

AYES:   

 

NOES:    

 

ABSENT:   

 

 

               

BY:  John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors           General Manager 
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-055 March 15, 2021

Item No.5 

Agenda Ready3/4/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider receiving the 2020 Groundwater Level and Seawater Intrusion Contour Maps

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors:

Receive the 2020 Groundwater Level and Seawater Intrusion Contour Maps.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

August Trough Groundwater Level Survey

On a single day in August, Agency staff conducts an intensive groundwater level survey of the northern 

Salinas Valley. Groundwater levels (GWLs) are sampled at 197 wells from Chualar to the coast, to 

obtain a “snapshot” survey of conditions within and beyond the Seawater Intrusion Front. This is done 

during a time of the year when aquifers are most stressed by pumping.  One of the key purposes of the 

survey is to monitor and assess the forces driving seawater intrusion, in particular groundwater level 

gradients sloping inland from the coast, which are most pronounced when pumping is at its seasonal 

peak.

Fall Groundwater Level Survey

In the latter part of each fall, from mid-November to mid-December, the Agency samples GWLs in 

approximately 490 wells throughout the Salinas Valley, from the San Ardo Oilfields to Moss Landing. 

The timing of this sampling survey allows us to capture conditions in the groundwater basin at a time 

when a relative lull in agricultural pumping causes groundwater level troughs to relax, prior to the 

influence of seasonal recharge in response to winter/spring precipitation.  In this way, the annual Fall 

survey of groundwater level data is an assessment of the relative, year-to-year change in groundwater 

storage throughout the valley.

2020 Seawater Intrusion (SWI) Maps

Each summer, Agency staff samples approximately 120 agricultural, urban purveyor, and small 

diameter monitoring groundwater wells in the coastal area of the northern Salinas Valley.  Water 

quality samples are collected from the agricultural and urban wells twice, once in June and again in 

August.  The Agency’s network of small diameter monitoring wells is sampled once in September.

Samples are analyzed by the County’s Consolidated Chemistry Lab (ELAP # 1395).  The data are 
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then evaluated with several geochemical tools and contours are developed using an ArcMap 

interpolation tool and supporting data from several other Agency Programs.  The new polygons are 

then added to the Historical SWI maps.

In 2020 the 500 mg/L or greater chloride areas show a small amount of advancement along the 

southern most lobe in the 180-Foot aquifer. 

Within the 400-Foot aquifer the 500 mg/L or greater chloride areas also advanced a small amount in 

the northern most lobe, near Castroville.  Additionally, two of the “islands” in front of the main 

contours, the middle one and the large southern one joined.  This occurred in the area of Nashua and 

Cooper Roads.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The Basin Management Advisory Committee received this report on March 3rd, 2021.

FINANCING:

There is no financial impact for receiving these reports. The activities associated with completing these 

maps are funded through Funds 111 and 116 and are included in each year’s budget.

Prepared by: Howard Franklin, Senior Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:  Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860
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On a single day in August, Agency staff conducts an intensive groundwater level survey of the northern 

Salinas Valley. Groundwater levels (GWLs) are sampled at 197 wells from Chualar to the coast, to 

obtain a “snapshot” survey of conditions within and beyond the Seawater Intrusion Front. This is done 

during a time of the year when aquifers are most stressed by pumping.  One of the key purposes of the 

survey is to monitor and assess the forces driving seawater intrusion, in particular groundwater level 

gradients sloping inland from the coast, which are most pronounced when pumping is at its seasonal 

peak.

Fall Groundwater Level Survey

In the latter part of each fall, from mid-November to mid-December, the Agency samples GWLs in 

approximately 490 wells throughout the Salinas Valley, from the San Ardo Oilfields to Moss Landing. 

The timing of this sampling survey allows us to capture conditions in the groundwater basin at a time 

when a relative lull in agricultural pumping causes groundwater level troughs to relax, prior to the 

influence of seasonal recharge in response to winter/spring precipitation.  In this way, the annual Fall 

survey of groundwater level data is an assessment of the relative, year-to-year change in groundwater 

storage throughout the valley.

2020 Seawater Intrusion (SWI) Maps

Each summer, Agency staff samples approximately 120 agricultural, urban purveyor, and small 

diameter monitoring groundwater wells in the coastal area of the northern Salinas Valley.  Water 

quality samples are collected from the agricultural and urban wells twice, once in June and again in 

August.  The Agency’s network of small diameter monitoring wells is sampled once in September.

Samples are analyzed by the County’s Consolidated Chemistry Lab (ELAP # 1395).  The data are 
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then evaluated with several geochemical tools and contours are developed using an ArcMap 

interpolation tool and supporting data from several other Agency Programs.  The new polygons are 

then added to the Historical SWI maps.

In 2020 the 500 mg/L or greater chloride areas show a small amount of advancement along the 

southern most lobe in the 180-Foot aquifer. 

Within the 400-Foot aquifer the 500 mg/L or greater chloride areas also advanced a small amount in 

the northern most lobe, near Castroville.  Additionally, two of the “islands” in front of the main 

contours, the middle one and the large southern one joined.  This occurred in the area of Nashua and 

Cooper Roads.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The Basin Management Advisory Committee received this report on March 3rd, 2021.

FINANCING:

There is no financial impact for receiving these reports. The activities associated with completing these 

maps are funded through Funds 111 and 116 and are included in each year’s budget.

Prepared by: Howard Franklin, Senior Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:  Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No.   

 

 
CONSIDER RECEIVING THE 2020 GROUNDWATER LEVEL AND ) 

SEAWATER INTRUSION CONTOUR MAPS     ) 

 

  

Upon motion of Director _____________, seconded by Director ____________, and carried by those 

members present, the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

 Recommends the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors: 

 

1. Receive the 2020 Groundwater Level and Seawater Intrusion Contour 

Maps. 

 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 15th day of March 2021, by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

 

AYES:   

 

NOES:    

 

ABSENT:   

 

 

               

BY:  John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors           General Manager 
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-056 March 15, 2021

Item No.6 

Agenda Ready3/5/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors 

approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition For Change for 

License 12624, License 7543 and Permit 21089 for modifications related to the Interlake Tunnel and 

Spillway Modification Project; and authorize the General Manager to sign the Petition for Change 

Applications.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors 

recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a.  Approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition For Change 

for License 12624, License 7543 and Permit 21089 for modifications related to the Interlake Tunnel 

and Spillway Modification Project; and 

b.  Authorize the General Manager to sign the Petitions for Change Applications.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) owns and holds various water rights for 

both Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs. The operations of Nacimiento and San Antonio 

Reservoirs are closely coordinated to meet downstream flow requirements and common demands in 

the Salinas Valley, including the operation of a downstream point of rediversion, located approximately 

100 miles downstream from the confluence of Salinas River and San Antonio River, and 

approximately 5 miles upstream from the ocean. The place of use for the water rights includes 

MCWRA’s Zone 2C as well as areas within San Luis Obispo County per a 1959 Settlement 

Agreement.  

The MCWRA previously has requested changes to its water rights for various projects and changes to 

the places of use. Most recently, they were amended in 2010 for the Salinas River Diversion Facility 

(SRDF, a point of rediversion), which included extensive amendments and additional terms and 

conditions. Through closer investigation the MCWRA has identified corrections to the place of use 

under License 12624, which it wishes to make for consistency as described further below.

The MCWRA has proposed an Interlake Tunnel and Spillway Modification Project (ILT).  The ILT is 

a solution to reduce flood control releases and take advantage of available storage capacity for the 

Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs thereby increasing the average annual storage by 54,000 AF 

and providing 36,000 AF per year of additional water for beneficial conservation releases.  Because 

of the differential hydrology in the reservoirs' water sheds, the 10-foot diameter, two-mile long, gravity 
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flow tunnel equipped with fish screens, control valves and energy dissipators will transfer an average of 

47,000 AF of wet year water from the Nacimiento Reservoir to the available capacity in the San 

Antonio Reservoir.  The San Antonio Spillway Modification project increases the storage capacity of 

the San Antonio Reservoir to receive the wet year water transfers through the tunnel from the 

Nacimiento Reservoir.

The MCWRA proposes to file three Petitions for Change to support the ILT; one for each water right 

affected by the ILT (License 12624 (San Antonio), License 7543 (Nacimiento) and Permit 21089 

(Nacimiento).  The MCWRA has been informed by the State Water Board that processing of the 

Petitions for Change may take up to three years.  As such, it is best to submit the Petition applications 

now while the MCWRA continues to work on various project components such as environmental 

review pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act and financing mechanisms.  Completion of 

these project components are not necessary to file the Petitions for Change.  If the Board of 

Supervisors does not eventually approve the ILT project, the Petitions for Change will be withdrawn.   

The proposed changes in the Petitions include adding San Antonio Dam and Reservoir as an additional 

point of rediversion and place of storage under License 7543 and Permit 21089 for the Nacimiento 

Reservoir.   Operationally, the Interlake Tunnel would divert water from the Nacimiento Reservoir to 

the San Antonio Reservoir to optimize the use of existing storage capacity. The Nacimiento River 

basin produces nearly three times the average annual flow of the San Antonio River basin. Capturing 

high Nacimiento River flows and rediverting those flows to be stored in San Antonio Reservoir 

improves the overall storage capability of the system; providing greater incidental flood protection, 

greater certainty in meeting instream flow requirements while optimizing the use of existing surface 

water rights and facilitating the long-term conjunctive management of the groundwater basin. The total 

volume of stored water from the Nacimiento River (including through the ILT) in any given year will 

not exceed the maximum amounts authorized under the MCWRA’s existing water rights for storage of 

Nacimiento River water, License 7543 and Permit 21089 for up to 377,900 acre-feet. These Petitions 

will not result in any exceedances of the MCWRA’s existing water right terms and conditions, 

including the downstream fishery flow requirements.

In the third Petition for Change, MCWRA proposes modifications to the San Antonio Reservoir 

spillway in connection with the Interlake Tunnel Project and has identified corrections to the place of 

use to License 12624. The proposed modification to the spillway at the San Antonio Reservoir would 

provide up to a 7-foot increase in the maximum reservoir elevation, effectively increasing the maximum 

storage capacity of the San Antonio Reservoir by up to approximately 41,000 acre-feet or a total 

capacity of approximately 376,000 acre-feet. There are no changes proposed relative to the collection 

to storage or withdrawal of San Antonio River water under License 12624. The proposed change in 

capacity will allow for additional control of water moved through the Interlake Tunnel, making it less 

likely to be spilled from San Antonio Reservoir.  

The MCWRA also identified a consistency issue in License 12624 in the place of use described as 

259,000 acres net within a gross area of 357,000 acres in Monterey County as shown on map dated 

April 28, 1988.  This place of use is no longer relevant as it is encompassed by the additional 

description also included in the water right license described as 421,425 acres comprising Monterey 

County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) Zone 2C as shown on map dated August 14, 2008. 
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The MCWRA believes this was a clerical error when the water rights were last amended.  Therefore, 

it is requested to remove the 250,000 acre reference from the description. This Petition for Change 

will not result in any exceedances of the MCWRA’s existing water right limitations, for collection to 

storage and withdrawal, nor any changes to the downstream fishery flow requirements.

The MCWRA is requesting changes to its Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoir water rights by 

separate Petitions to facilitate the MCWRA’s Interlake Tunnel Project and Spillway Modification 

Project.  The Petitions will be filed together as a comprehensive package and will not result in any 

exceedances of the MCWRA’s existing water right terms and conditions, including the downstream 

fishery flow requirements and San Antonio reservoir capacity limitation. 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

State of California Division of Water Rights, County Counsel’s Office 

FINANCING:

Petition fees are determined by the State of California and are included in the approved FY21 budget, 

Fund 426.

Prepared by:             Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:           Brent Buche, General Manager (831) 755-4860

Attachments: 

  Board Order
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-056 March 15, 2021

Item No. 

Agenda Ready3/5/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors 

approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition For Change for 

License 12624, License 7543 and Permit 21089 for modifications related to the Interlake Tunnel and 

Spillway Modification Project; and authorize the General Manager to sign the Petition for Change 

Applications.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors 

recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a.  Approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition For Change 

for License 12624, License 7543 and Permit 21089 for modifications related to the Interlake Tunnel 

and Spillway Modification Project; and 

b.  Authorize the General Manager to sign the Petitions for Change Applications.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) owns and holds various water rights for 

both Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs. The operations of Nacimiento and San Antonio 

Reservoirs are closely coordinated to meet downstream flow requirements and common demands in 

the Salinas Valley, including the operation of a downstream point of rediversion, located approximately 

100 miles downstream from the confluence of Salinas River and San Antonio River, and 

approximately 5 miles upstream from the ocean. The place of use for the water rights includes 

MCWRA’s Zone 2C as well as areas within San Luis Obispo County per a 1959 Settlement 

Agreement.  

The MCWRA previously has requested changes to its water rights for various projects and changes to 

the places of use. Most recently, they were amended in 2010 for the Salinas River Diversion Facility 

(SRDF, a point of rediversion), which included extensive amendments and additional terms and 

conditions. Through closer investigation the MCWRA has identified corrections to the place of use 

under License 12624, which it wishes to make for consistency as described further below.

The MCWRA has proposed an Interlake Tunnel and Spillway Modification Project (ILT).  The ILT is 

a solution to reduce flood control releases and take advantage of available storage capacity for the 

Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs thereby increasing the average annual storage by 54,000 AF 

and providing 36,000 AF per year of additional water for beneficial conservation releases.  Because 

of the differential hydrology in the reservoirs' water sheds, the 10-foot diameter, two-mile long, gravity 
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flow tunnel equipped with fish screens, control valves and energy dissipators will transfer an average of 

47,000 AF of wet year water from the Nacimiento Reservoir to the available capacity in the San 

Antonio Reservoir.  The San Antonio Spillway Modification project increases the storage capacity of 

the San Antonio Reservoir to receive the wet year water transfers through the tunnel from the 

Nacimiento Reservoir.

The MCWRA proposes to file three Petitions for Change to support the ILT; one for each water right 

affected by the ILT (License 12624 (San Antonio), License 7543 (Nacimiento) and Permit 21089 

(Nacimiento).  The MCWRA has been informed by the State Water Board that processing of the 

Petitions for Change may take up to three years.  As such, it is best to submit the Petition applications 

now while the MCWRA continues to work on various project components such as environmental 

review pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act and financing mechanisms.  Completion of 

these project components are not necessary to file the Petitions for Change.  If the Board of 

Supervisors does not eventually approve the ILT project, the Petitions for Change will be withdrawn.   

The proposed changes in the Petitions include adding San Antonio Dam and Reservoir as an additional 

point of rediversion and place of storage under License 7543 and Permit 21089 for the Nacimiento 

Reservoir.   Operationally, the Interlake Tunnel would divert water from the Nacimiento Reservoir to 

the San Antonio Reservoir to optimize the use of existing storage capacity. The Nacimiento River 

basin produces nearly three times the average annual flow of the San Antonio River basin. Capturing 

high Nacimiento River flows and rediverting those flows to be stored in San Antonio Reservoir 

improves the overall storage capability of the system; providing greater incidental flood protection, 

greater certainty in meeting instream flow requirements while optimizing the use of existing surface 

water rights and facilitating the long-term conjunctive management of the groundwater basin. The total 

volume of stored water from the Nacimiento River (including through the ILT) in any given year will 

not exceed the maximum amounts authorized under the MCWRA’s existing water rights for storage of 

Nacimiento River water, License 7543 and Permit 21089 for up to 377,900 acre-feet. These Petitions 

will not result in any exceedances of the MCWRA’s existing water right terms and conditions, 

including the downstream fishery flow requirements.

In the third Petition for Change, MCWRA proposes modifications to the San Antonio Reservoir 

spillway in connection with the Interlake Tunnel Project and has identified corrections to the place of 

use to License 12624. The proposed modification to the spillway at the San Antonio Reservoir would 

provide up to a 7-foot increase in the maximum reservoir elevation, effectively increasing the maximum 

storage capacity of the San Antonio Reservoir by up to approximately 41,000 acre-feet or a total 

capacity of approximately 376,000 acre-feet. There are no changes proposed relative to the collection 

to storage or withdrawal of San Antonio River water under License 12624. The proposed change in 

capacity will allow for additional control of water moved through the Interlake Tunnel, making it less 

likely to be spilled from San Antonio Reservoir.  

The MCWRA also identified a consistency issue in License 12624 in the place of use described as 

259,000 acres net within a gross area of 357,000 acres in Monterey County as shown on map dated 

April 28, 1988.  This place of use is no longer relevant as it is encompassed by the additional 

description also included in the water right license described as 421,425 acres comprising Monterey 

County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) Zone 2C as shown on map dated August 14, 2008. 
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The MCWRA believes this was a clerical error when the water rights were last amended.  Therefore, 

it is requested to remove the 250,000 acre reference from the description. This Petition for Change 

will not result in any exceedances of the MCWRA’s existing water right limitations, for collection to 

storage and withdrawal, nor any changes to the downstream fishery flow requirements.

The MCWRA is requesting changes to its Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoir water rights by 

separate Petitions to facilitate the MCWRA’s Interlake Tunnel Project and Spillway Modification 

Project.  The Petitions will be filed together as a comprehensive package and will not result in any 

exceedances of the MCWRA’s existing water right terms and conditions, including the downstream 

fishery flow requirements and San Antonio reservoir capacity limitation. 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

State of California Division of Water Rights, County Counsel’s Office 

FINANCING:

Petition fees are determined by the State of California and are included in the approved FY21 budget, 

Fund 426.

Prepared by:             Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:           Brent Buche, General Manager (831) 755-4860

Attachments: 

  Board Order
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No. 21- 

 
RECOMMEND THAT THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER   ) 

RESOURCES AGENCY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:   ) 

APPROVE THE STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD,   ) 

DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS PETITION FOR CHANGE FOR  ) 

LICENSE 12624, LICENSE 7543 AND PERMIT 21089 FOR   ) 

MODIFICATIONS RELATED TO THE INTERLAKE TUNNEL AND   ) 

SPILLWAY MODIFICATION PROJECT; AND AUTHORIZE THE   ) 

GENERAL MANAGER TO SIGN THE PETITION FOR CHANGE   ) 

APPLICATIONS.       ) 

 

Upon motion of Director and seconded by Director and carried by those members present, 

the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

Approves the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition 

For Change for License 12624, License 7543 and Permit 21089 for modifications related 

to the Interlake Tunnel and Spillway Modification Project; and authorizes the General 

Manager to sign the Petitions for Change Applications.. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 15th day of March 2021, by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

AYES:   

 

NOES:   

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

              

BY:  John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors        General Manager  
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Chambers
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Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-057 March 15, 2021

Item No.7 

Agenda Ready3/5/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors 

approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition For Change for 

License 7543 and Permit 21089 for consistency issues related to the Nacimiento Reservoir; and 

authorize the General Manager to sign the Petition for Change Applications.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors 

recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a.  Approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition For Change 

for License 7543 and Permit 21089 for consistency issues related to the Nacimiento Reservoir; and 

b.  Authorize the General Manager to sign the Petition for Change Applications.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

As a result of groundwater decline in the Salinas Valley and seawater intrusion near Monterey Bay, in 

the mid-1940s the Monterey County Board of Supervisors and State Department of Public Works 

conducted a joint investigation (results published in DWR Bulletin 52) and recommended surface 

water storage on the Salinas River system. The predecessor to the Monterey County Water 

Resources Agency (MCWRA) elected to construct Nacimiento Reservoir and San Antonio Reservoir 

to meet the existing and future demands of the Salinas Valley, and filed water right applications for 

each (in 1954 and 1955, respectively). To resolve protests by the San Luis Obispo County Flood 

Control and Water Conservation District, the two entities negotiated an agreement dated October 19, 

1959, which assures the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

(District) a 17,500 acre-foot water supply from Nacimiento Reservoir.

The MCWRA owns and holds various water rights for Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs. The 

operations of Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs are closely coordinated to meet downstream 

flow requirements and common demands in the Salinas Valley, including the operation of a 

downstream point of rediversion, located approximately 100 miles downstream from the confluence of 

Salinas River and San Antonio River, and approximately 5 miles upstream from the ocean. 

The MCWRA proposes to file a Petition for Change (Petition) for each water right, to correct the 

place of use descriptions and add incidental power generation to the purpose of use under License 

7543 and Permit 21089 for Nacimiento Reservoir. The water rights were most recently amended in 

2010 for the Salinas River Diversion Facility (SRDF, a point of rediversion), which included extensive 

amendments and additional terms and conditions. Through closer investigation the MCWRA has 
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identified corrections to the place of use under these rights, which it wishes to make for consistency. 

Also for consistency purposes and to appropriately account for power generation under its water 

rights, the MCWRA requests the addition of incidental power generation to the purpose of use under 

the License 7543 and Permit 21089.

Place of Use

The MCWRA has previously requested changes to its water rights for various projects and changes to 

the places of use, including to add San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation 

District to the place of use at the direction of the State Water Resources Control Board. This addition 

was made once the reservoir projects were built pursuant to the 1959 Agreement. Subsequently, there 

have been multiple changes and corrections to the net and gross boundaries for the place of use within 

the MCWRA and within San Luis Obispo County as their service and assessment areas have changed 

over time.  The current Place of Use identifies three areas:  (1) 200,000 acres net within a gross area 

of 240,000 acres in Monterey County; (2) 500 acres of irrigated agriculture and 7,000 acres of urban 

and suburban lands within the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation 

District as shown on a map dated June 8, 1967; and (3) 421,425 acres comprising Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) Zone 2C as shown on map dated August 14, 2008, all filed 

with the State Water Board. 

The place of use identified under item (1) is no longer relevant, as it is encompassed by item (3). 

Therefore, it is being requested to remove (1) from the description. Also, it is requested to adjust the 

language in Item (2) regarding San Luis Obispo County. The proposed place of use is to eliminate the 

current net acreage limitations of 500 acres of irrigated agriculture and 7,000 acres of urban and 

suburban lands use but keep the gross limitation of the District’s exterior boundary.

In 2003, the District completed the Nacimiento Project Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), 

and by 2011 the Nacimiento Water Project (NWP) was delivering supplemental water within San 

Luis Obispo County. The NWP is owned and operated by the District and serves seven participating 

agencies (Participants) that include the cities of Paso Robles and San Luis Obispo, Templeton 

Community Services District, Atascadero Mutual Water Company, SMR Mutual Water Company, 

County Service Area 10A, and Bella Vista Mobile Home Park (Attachment 1). 

Currently, District NWP operations deliver water to service areas within the gross limitation, but the 

Participant service areas, in total, exceed the net limitation for “urban/suburban” use. To provide the 

District and Participants with greater flexibility for managing the water supply, District staff 

recommended that the District request that the MCWRA file petitions with the State Board to remove 

the current net area limits of 7,000 acres for urban and suburban use and 500 acres for irrigated 

agricultural use.  If granted, the change would not modify the service area of the Participants, number 

of Participants, the total volume of water that can be withdrawn under the MCWRA’s License 7543 

or Permit 21089 or the volume that the District can use from Nacimiento Reservoir.  

CEQA Determination

Although the MCWRA is the rights holder, given that the District is requesting the change, the San 

Luis Obispo County Public Works’ Environmental Division completed Addendum No. 5 to the FEIR 

for the NWP under the assumption that the District would serve as the lead agency and the MCWRA 
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and State would serve as responsible agencies under CEQA. Addendum No. 5 addresses the 

proposed action and documents that removal of the net area limits will not result in substantial changes 

in the NWP. More specifically, the document states that the change will not result in an increase in 

District use of Nacimiento water, an increase in NWP Participants, or a change in the beneficial uses 

of the water. It also finds that there are no substantial changes in circumstances that have occurred 

since the FEIR and previous addendums were certified. Changes to the CEQA Guidelines that have 

been implemented since the FEIR was certified in 2003 have been considered and do not result in the 

identification of new or more significant impacts.  Furthermore, the Environmental Division has not 

identified any new information of substantial importance that would result in the potential for significant 

effects not previously considered, or an increase in the severity of significant effects identified, in the 

FEIR and addendums.

The District is considering staff’s recommendation at the March 16, 2021 San Luis Obispo County, 

Board of Supervisors meeting.  If they approve staff’s recommendation, the Director of Public Works 

or designee will request the MCWRA to file petitions with the State Board as described above and 

will coordinate with the MCWRA and State Board as needed to process the change petition for 

updates concerning the place of use for Nacimiento water in SLO County.

Incidental Power Generation:

The Agency also holds Permit 19940 (Application 26901) for direct diversion for non-consumptive 

power generation. The Agency fulfilled its CEQA requirements through a Negative Declaration for the 

hydropower project in 1985, which identified the project did not have any significant effect on the 

environment. The Negative Declaration was accepted by the State Water Resources Control Board in 

its issuance of Permit 19940. Power generation is incidental to the MCWRA’s operations for other 

purposes and does not change the flow regime to the Nacimiento River, in accordance with terms 17 

of Permit 19940. Therefore, for consistency purposes and to appropriately account for power 

generation under its water rights, the MCWRA requests the addition of incidental power generation 

under its storage rights. This is consistent with direction by Division of Water Rights staff. Thus, the 

proposed purposes of use are: Municipal, Domestic, Industrial, Irrigation, Recreational, and Incidental 

Power Generation.

The MCWRA is requesting changes to its Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoir water rights by 

separate Petitions to facilitate the MCWRA’s Interlake Tunnel Project and Spillway Modification 

Project.  The two sets of Petitions will be filed concurrently and will not result in any exceedances of 

the MCWRA’s existing water right terms and conditions.  Once the change petition packages are 

filed, the State Board will examine the proposed changes and  environmental review documentation 

submitted and confirm that the petitions demonstrate a reasonable likelihood that the change will not 

injure any other legal users of the water supply, and that the petitions show the extent of any impacts to 

fish and wildlife. Then the State Board will complete an independent environmental review to consider 

the effect of the proposed changes on public trust resources and determine whether mitigation 

measures are needed, prior to its decision. If necessary, the State Board will issue a public notice of 

the right holder’s  intent to change and invite comment, and pending resolution of any protests, it will 

issue a decision approving or denying the petitions. 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
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San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, San Luis Obispo County 

Public Works Department, State of California Division of Water Rights, County Counsel’s Office

FINANCING:

Petition fees will be paid directly to the State of California, Division of Water Rights by San Luis 

Obispo County.

Prepared by: Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:              Brent Buche, General Manager (831) 755-4860

Attachments: Board Order
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Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-057 March 15, 2021

Item No. 

Agenda Ready3/5/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors 

approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition For Change for 

License 7543 and Permit 21089 for consistency issues related to the Nacimiento Reservoir; and 

authorize the General Manager to sign the Petition for Change Applications.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors 

recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a.  Approve the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition For Change 

for License 7543 and Permit 21089 for consistency issues related to the Nacimiento Reservoir; and 

b.  Authorize the General Manager to sign the Petition for Change Applications.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

As a result of groundwater decline in the Salinas Valley and seawater intrusion near Monterey Bay, in 

the mid-1940s the Monterey County Board of Supervisors and State Department of Public Works 

conducted a joint investigation (results published in DWR Bulletin 52) and recommended surface 

water storage on the Salinas River system. The predecessor to the Monterey County Water 

Resources Agency (MCWRA) elected to construct Nacimiento Reservoir and San Antonio Reservoir 

to meet the existing and future demands of the Salinas Valley, and filed water right applications for 

each (in 1954 and 1955, respectively). To resolve protests by the San Luis Obispo County Flood 

Control and Water Conservation District, the two entities negotiated an agreement dated October 19, 

1959, which assures the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 

(District) a 17,500 acre-foot water supply from Nacimiento Reservoir.

The MCWRA owns and holds various water rights for Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs. The 

operations of Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs are closely coordinated to meet downstream 

flow requirements and common demands in the Salinas Valley, including the operation of a 

downstream point of rediversion, located approximately 100 miles downstream from the confluence of 

Salinas River and San Antonio River, and approximately 5 miles upstream from the ocean. 

The MCWRA proposes to file a Petition for Change (Petition) for each water right, to correct the 

place of use descriptions and add incidental power generation to the purpose of use under License 

7543 and Permit 21089 for Nacimiento Reservoir. The water rights were most recently amended in 

2010 for the Salinas River Diversion Facility (SRDF, a point of rediversion), which included extensive 

amendments and additional terms and conditions. Through closer investigation the MCWRA has 
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identified corrections to the place of use under these rights, which it wishes to make for consistency. 

Also for consistency purposes and to appropriately account for power generation under its water 

rights, the MCWRA requests the addition of incidental power generation to the purpose of use under 

the License 7543 and Permit 21089.

Place of Use

The MCWRA has previously requested changes to its water rights for various projects and changes to 

the places of use, including to add San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation 

District to the place of use at the direction of the State Water Resources Control Board. This addition 

was made once the reservoir projects were built pursuant to the 1959 Agreement. Subsequently, there 

have been multiple changes and corrections to the net and gross boundaries for the place of use within 

the MCWRA and within San Luis Obispo County as their service and assessment areas have changed 

over time.  The current Place of Use identifies three areas:  (1) 200,000 acres net within a gross area 

of 240,000 acres in Monterey County; (2) 500 acres of irrigated agriculture and 7,000 acres of urban 

and suburban lands within the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation 

District as shown on a map dated June 8, 1967; and (3) 421,425 acres comprising Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) Zone 2C as shown on map dated August 14, 2008, all filed 

with the State Water Board. 

The place of use identified under item (1) is no longer relevant, as it is encompassed by item (3). 

Therefore, it is being requested to remove (1) from the description. Also, it is requested to adjust the 

language in Item (2) regarding San Luis Obispo County. The proposed place of use is to eliminate the 

current net acreage limitations of 500 acres of irrigated agriculture and 7,000 acres of urban and 

suburban lands use but keep the gross limitation of the District’s exterior boundary.

In 2003, the District completed the Nacimiento Project Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), 

and by 2011 the Nacimiento Water Project (NWP) was delivering supplemental water within San 

Luis Obispo County. The NWP is owned and operated by the District and serves seven participating 

agencies (Participants) that include the cities of Paso Robles and San Luis Obispo, Templeton 

Community Services District, Atascadero Mutual Water Company, SMR Mutual Water Company, 

County Service Area 10A, and Bella Vista Mobile Home Park (Attachment 1). 

Currently, District NWP operations deliver water to service areas within the gross limitation, but the 

Participant service areas, in total, exceed the net limitation for “urban/suburban” use. To provide the 

District and Participants with greater flexibility for managing the water supply, District staff 

recommended that the District request that the MCWRA file petitions with the State Board to remove 

the current net area limits of 7,000 acres for urban and suburban use and 500 acres for irrigated 

agricultural use.  If granted, the change would not modify the service area of the Participants, number 

of Participants, the total volume of water that can be withdrawn under the MCWRA’s License 7543 

or Permit 21089 or the volume that the District can use from Nacimiento Reservoir.  

CEQA Determination

Although the MCWRA is the rights holder, given that the District is requesting the change, the San 

Luis Obispo County Public Works’ Environmental Division completed Addendum No. 5 to the FEIR 

for the NWP under the assumption that the District would serve as the lead agency and the MCWRA 
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and State would serve as responsible agencies under CEQA. Addendum No. 5 addresses the 

proposed action and documents that removal of the net area limits will not result in substantial changes 

in the NWP. More specifically, the document states that the change will not result in an increase in 

District use of Nacimiento water, an increase in NWP Participants, or a change in the beneficial uses 

of the water. It also finds that there are no substantial changes in circumstances that have occurred 

since the FEIR and previous addendums were certified. Changes to the CEQA Guidelines that have 

been implemented since the FEIR was certified in 2003 have been considered and do not result in the 

identification of new or more significant impacts.  Furthermore, the Environmental Division has not 

identified any new information of substantial importance that would result in the potential for significant 

effects not previously considered, or an increase in the severity of significant effects identified, in the 

FEIR and addendums.

The District is considering staff’s recommendation at the March 16, 2021 San Luis Obispo County, 

Board of Supervisors meeting.  If they approve staff’s recommendation, the Director of Public Works 

or designee will request the MCWRA to file petitions with the State Board as described above and 

will coordinate with the MCWRA and State Board as needed to process the change petition for 

updates concerning the place of use for Nacimiento water in SLO County.

Incidental Power Generation:

The Agency also holds Permit 19940 (Application 26901) for direct diversion for non-consumptive 

power generation. The Agency fulfilled its CEQA requirements through a Negative Declaration for the 

hydropower project in 1985, which identified the project did not have any significant effect on the 

environment. The Negative Declaration was accepted by the State Water Resources Control Board in 

its issuance of Permit 19940. Power generation is incidental to the MCWRA’s operations for other 

purposes and does not change the flow regime to the Nacimiento River, in accordance with terms 17 

of Permit 19940. Therefore, for consistency purposes and to appropriately account for power 

generation under its water rights, the MCWRA requests the addition of incidental power generation 

under its storage rights. This is consistent with direction by Division of Water Rights staff. Thus, the 

proposed purposes of use are: Municipal, Domestic, Industrial, Irrigation, Recreational, and Incidental 

Power Generation.

The MCWRA is requesting changes to its Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoir water rights by 

separate Petitions to facilitate the MCWRA’s Interlake Tunnel Project and Spillway Modification 

Project.  The two sets of Petitions will be filed concurrently and will not result in any exceedances of 

the MCWRA’s existing water right terms and conditions.  Once the change petition packages are 

filed, the State Board will examine the proposed changes and  environmental review documentation 

submitted and confirm that the petitions demonstrate a reasonable likelihood that the change will not 

injure any other legal users of the water supply, and that the petitions show the extent of any impacts to 

fish and wildlife. Then the State Board will complete an independent environmental review to consider 

the effect of the proposed changes on public trust resources and determine whether mitigation 

measures are needed, prior to its decision. If necessary, the State Board will issue a public notice of 

the right holder’s  intent to change and invite comment, and pending resolution of any protests, it will 

issue a decision approving or denying the petitions. 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
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San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, San Luis Obispo County 

Public Works Department, State of California Division of Water Rights, County Counsel’s Office

FINANCING:

Petition fees will be paid directly to the State of California, Division of Water Rights by San Luis 

Obispo County.

Prepared by: Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:              Brent Buche, General Manager (831) 755-4860

Attachments: Board Order
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No. 21- 

 
RECOMMEND THAT THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER   ) 

RESOURCES AGENCY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:   ) 

APPROVE THE STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD,   ) 

DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS PETITION FOR CHANGE FOR  ) 

LICENSE 7543 AND PERMIT 21089 FOR  CONSISTENCY ISSUES  ) 

RELATED TO THE NACIMIENTO RESERVOIR; AND AUTHORIZE THE  ) 

GENERAL MANAGER TO SIGN THE PETITION FOR CHANGE   ) 

APPLICATIONS.       ) 

 

Upon motion of Director and seconded by Director and carried by those members present, 

the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

Approves the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights Petition For 

Change for License 7543 and Permit 21089 for consistency issues related to the 

Nacimiento Reservoir; and authorizes the General Manager to sign the Petition for Change 

Applications. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 15th day of March 2021, by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

AYES:   

 

NOES:   

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

              

BY:  John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors        General Manager  
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Item No.8 

Draft3/4/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

March, April and May 2021 Calendars
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Item No.9 

Draft3/4/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

· COVID-19 Update

· Personnel Update

· Reservoir Drought Operations

· Prop 1 Grant Update

· Fish Screen Grant Update

· Other
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Item No.10 

Draft3/4/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Information Items:

 1.  Reservoir Release Update

 2.  Well Permit Application Activities Update

 3.  Salinas River Sandbar Management Activities Report
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Reservoir Release Update  

 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION: 

The Board of Directors receives monthly updates on the status of Agency reservoirs. 

 

RESERVOIR ELEVATION / STORAGE:  As of March 3, 2021, San Antonio Reservoir has a 

water surface elevation of approximately 701.8 feet (NGVD 29), with 66,770 acre-feet of storage.  

Nacimiento Reservoir has a water surface elevation of approximately 751.1 feet, with 154,745 

acre-feet of storage. San Antonio Reservoir is currently at 20% of storage capacity and Nacimiento 

Reservoir is at 41% of capacity. 

 

RESERVOIR RELEASES:  The Agency continues to make minimum fisheries releases from 

both reservoirs. Current release rates are 70 cfs (60 cfs from Nacimiento Reservoir and 10 cfs from 

San Antonio Reservoir). 

 

The late January storm event brought inflows of approximately 76,000 acre-feet to Nacimiento 

and 14,000 acre-feet to San Antonio for a combined increase in reservoir storage in excess of 

90,000 acre-feet and resulted in the opening of the Salinas River Lagoon on January 29, 2021. The 

lagoon has remained open to the ocean since that event. 

 

Minor deviations in release rates are not presented in this report but are documented in the Salinas 

Valley Water Project Annual Flow Reports.   

 

Releases as of March 3, 2021: 

• Nacimiento Reservoir:                                               60 cfs 

• San Antonio Reservoir:                                              10 cfs 

 

Total releases from both reservoirs to the Salinas River are approximately 70 cfs.  The following 

“provisional” flows have been recorded by the USGS: 

• Salinas River near Bradley:                                        73 cfs  

• Salinas River at Soledad:                                            39 cfs 

• Salinas River near Chualar:                                          0 cfs 

• Salinas River near Spreckels:                                       0 cfs 

 

Prepared by:            Germán Criollo, Associate Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860 

                                 Peter Kwiek, Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860 
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Well Permit Application Activities Update 

 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION: 

In support of Monterey County’s Well Permit Application Program the Agency acts as technical 

advisor to the program’s lead agency, the Environmental Health Bureau (EHB). In accordance 

with a 1991 interdepartmental Memorandum of Agreement between the Agency and EHB, the 

Agency performs a comprehensive review process on well permit applications for new wells 

pumping five acre-feet of water or more per year, as well as for proposed well destructions and 

repairs.   

The Agency provides review and/or advisement to EHB within five (5) business days of receiving 

new well permit applications. The Agency also reviews final well designs and annular seal depth 

proposals on an on-going basis and is committed to providing a response to EHB within twenty-

four (24) hours of receiving design proposals. 

The Agency receives funds that cover staff time for well application review, well completion report 

processing, and database maintenance from fees collected by EHB. The Agency’s fees are defined 

in Article XI of the Monterey County Fee Resolution. 

Table 1 (attached) provides a summation of well permit applications received in the last month for 

evaluation by Agency staff, categorized by permit type, Agency management area, and aquifer 

unit. Also included is a tabulation of new well applications reviewed for the fiscal year.  This table 

is provided to the Board of Directors and Basin Management Advisory Committee on a monthly 

basis.   

Publication of the Agency’s Report, “Recommendations To Address the Expansion of Seawater 

Intrusion in the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin (October, 2017) and subsequent adoption of 

Interim Urgency Ordinance 5302 and Ordinance 5303 by the Monterey County Board of 

Supervisors (May 22, 2018 and June 26, 2018, respectively) have led to increased interest in data 

related to wells in and extractions from the Deep Aquifers (Figure 1). 

Figure 2 depicts the history of well installation in the Deep Aquifers by water use category. As 

illustrated in the chart, a total of fifty-seven (57) wells have been installed in the Deep Aquifers 

since 1974, with twenty-five (25) of those wells being constructed in the last ten years, including 

fourteen (14) within the last three years. Figure 2 includes a tabular historical summary of reported 

annual Deep Aquifer well extractions by water use category. 

Two (2) additional permits have been issued for new Deep Aquifers wells but construction has not 

been completed as of the date of this report. The proposed wells were applied for as replacement 

wells after the expiration of Ordinance No. 5302, which expired on May 21, 2020. 
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: 

None 

 

FINANCING: 

None 

 

Prepared by:   Nicole Koerth, Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860 

Amy Woodrow, Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860 

   Tamara Voss, Associate Hydrologist (831) 744-4860 

Howard Franklin, Senior Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860 

 

Attachments:   

Table 1 - Summary of Well Permits Received  

Figure 1- Map showing Deep Aquifer Wells  

Figure 2 - Timeline of Well Installation in the Deep Aquifers with Summary of Deep Aquifer 

Groundwater Extractions  
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Table 1. Well Permit Applications Received by Category - February, 2021

Subarea/ Aquifer Construction Destruction Repair Other Total FY (20/21) Total

180-Ft Aquifer 1 1 2 9

400-Ft Aquifer 9

Deep Aquifers 7

East Side 1 1 9

Forebay 10

Upper Valley 5

Outside Zone 2C, 
Undefined GW Basin 1 1 28

Total 2 2 4 77

3
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1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
2,054 1,992 2,036 2,137 2,170 1,906 2,056 2,302 2,355 2,399 2,366 2,442 2,358 2,005 1,738 2,004 2,102 1,903 1,803 2,044 1,989 3,784 3,746 3,788 4,116 4,605 4,820
1,507 2,620 2,302 1,990 2,556 1,648 96 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 58 384 696 982 927 1,397 1,097 2,031 2,010 4,194 4,834 4,749 5,331

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 13 17 379 305 343 336 393 371 348 333 370 380 523 620 617 569 567 291 196
3,561  4,612  4,338  4,127  4,725  3,554  2,151  2,307  2,368  2,416  2,745  2,747  2,701  2,341  2,189  2,759  3,146  3,218  3,100  3,821  3,608  6,436  6,373  8,551  9,516  9,645  10,347 

Deep Aquifers Groundwater Extraction History Since 1993*

* Notes: Table includes all reported extraction data for the thirty-four (34) Deep Aquifer production wells that have reported extractions since inception of the Agency's GEMS program in 1993. Data are reported in acre-feet. Colors denote water use 
category (Municipal, Agricultural, Industrial). An additional twelve (12) recently constructed Deep Aquifers Agricultural production wells have yet to report extractions as of Reporting Year 2019.
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Technical Memorandum 

To: US Fish and Wildlife Service; Central Coast Regional Water Board; NOAA Fisheries; State Parks  

From: Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

Date: February 26, 2021 

Re: Salinas River Sandbar Management Activities Conducted on January 29, 2021 

 

Introduction 
A significant rain event occurred between January 26 and January 29, 2021 in the Salinas River 
watershed. This rain event increased Salinas River flows and subsequently elevated water levels in the 
Salinas River Lagoon (Lagoon). Sandbar management activities were conducted on January 29, 2021 
(~1:00 AM and again at ~1:00 PM due to sandbar reclosure) due to the risk of flooding farmland and 
homes near the Lagoon. These activities were triggered due to the combination of Lagoon elevations 
greater than 6 ft, Salinas River at Spreckels (USGS Gage 11152500) flow greater than 1,000 cfs, and 
Salinas River at Chualar (USGS Gage 11152300) flow greater than 2,000 cfs. 

A local emergency proclamation and a State of California Governor’s proclamation were declared in 
response to these storms (Attachments A and B). 

Sensitive wildlife species surveys suggest that sandbar management activities did not result in 
incidental take or risk to federally threatened western snowy plover (Charadrius nivosus), federally 
endangered tidewater goby (Eucyclogobius newberryi), or federally threatened South-Central 
California Coast steelhead (steelhead; Oncorhynchus mykiss).  

Sandbar management activities were unlikely to have impacted federally threatened Monterey 
spineflower (Chorizanthe pungens var. pungens) and federally endangered sand gilia (Gilia tenuiflora 
ssp. arenaria). The lack of recorded observations in the area and timing of emergence typically 
between February and March suggest individuals had not yet emerged at the time of sandbar 
management activities (ICF 2020; Calflora 2021; Fox 2007).  
 
On January 28, 2021, Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) notified the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS), Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (CCRWQCB), National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries (NOAA Fisheries), and California State Parks (Parks) 
staff that emergency sandbar management activities were scheduled for January 29, 2021. It was 
noted there was a possibility of activities happening overnight. Pre-breach western snowy plover and 
fish survey information was relayed. Communication with these agencies continued January 29, 2021 
after sandbar management activities occurred to provide a synopsis of the breach activities and 
associated sensitive species survey results. 
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Rain Event 
Significant rainfall in the Salinas River watershed began on the evening of January 26, 2021. Rainfall 
accumulation between January 26 and January 29 ranged between approximately 3.3 in at Salinas to 
more than 16 in in the Santa Lucia Range.  
 
At the time of this rain event, the MCWRA was making minimum releases from Nacimiento and San 
Antonio Reservoirs for fish spawning habitat. Flow to the Lagoon was being managed through the 
Lagoon slide gate to the Old Salinas River channel (OSR) without need for sandbar management.  
 
The rainfall event generated local runoff draining into the Lagoon and accumulating flow from the 
Salinas River and its major tributaries. Nearly 9,000 cfs peak flow was observed in the Arroyo Seco 
watershed (Figure 1). Due to the unregulated nature of this watershed, its hydrographs tend to 
represent storms well. 
 

 
Figure 1. Arroyo Seco near Greenfield (USGS Gage 11151870) hydrograph and rainfall measured at rain gages 
across the watershed. 
 
MCWRA staff used real time data from rainfall and stream gages, and forecast models from the 
California Nevada River Forecast Center, to monitor conditions and make decisions. MCWRA operating 
releases from Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs had been reduced to the minimum spawning 
release flows of 60 cfs and 10 cfs respectively on September 15, 2020 as part of normal operations. 
Figure 2 shows the California Nevada River Forecast Center forecasted and observed flows at the 
Salinas River near Spreckels gage from January 21-31, 2021.  
 
Rising Lagoon elevations and high Salinas River flows were observed in the evening of January 28, 
2021. Lagoon elevations were approximately 6 ft in early morning January 29, 2021 and greater than 
7 ft by midday (Figure 3). By early morning January 29, 2021, Salinas River flows were approximately 
1,000 cfs and greater than 2,000 cfs at Spreckels (USGS Gage 11152500) and Chualar (USGS Gage 
11152300), respectively (Figure 4). 
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Figure 2. Forecasted and observed flow at the Salinas River near Spreckels (USGS Gage 11152500). 
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Figure 3. Salinas River Lagoon water surface elevations. 
 

 
Figure 4. Observed flow at Salinas River near Spreckels (USGS Gage 11152500) and near Chualar (USGS Gage 
11152300). 

Sandbar Management 
On January 28, 2021, MCWRA notified Parks, CCRWQCB, USFWS, and NOAA Fisheries that Salinas River 
Lagoon and River conditions were such that sandbar management activities were likely to be necessary 
in the next 24-48 hrs. Due to the likelihood of flooding and community impacts, the County 
Administrative Officer (CAO) of Monterey County had issued a proclamation of a local emergency on 
January 27, 2021 (Attachment A). Subsequently, a State of California Governor’s proclamation was 
declared on January 29, 2021 (Attachment B).  
 
All surveys detailed below were conducted in accordance with MCWRA’s Lagoon Monitoring and 
Reporting Plan Final published October 2018. 

Pre-Breach Actions 
In anticipation of a breach within 24-48 hrs, MCWRA conducted sensitive species surveys to verify 
presence, if any, of listed species including western snowy plover and tidewater goby. Water quality 
samples were collected from the ocean adjacent to the Lagoon. 
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A western snowy plover survey was conducted by Esther Haile, a Biologist from California State Parks, 
on January 28, 2021 at approximately 3:00 PM. MCWRA staff were on-site to verify survey notes and 
identified excavator path. Esther surveyed within and adjacent to the anticipated excavator path to the 
sandbar. Scuff marks and photos were utilized to document the best path for the excavator (Figure 5). 
Approximately 60 western snowy plovers were observed near the excavator path entrance and were 
avoidable. No nests were observed. 
 

 
Figure 5. Excavator path surveyed by Esther Haile and MCWRA staff on January 28, 2021 in anticipation of 
sandbar management activities. 
 
A fish survey was conducted by Jack Eschenroeder, a Fish Biologist from FISHBIO, on January 28, 2021 
at approximately 3:00 PM. Surveys were focused on tidewater goby and steelhead, but any fish species 
would have been documented. The survey occurred simultaneously with the plover surveys, and 
MCWRA staff were present to identify survey areas and notes. Jack surveyed in the vicinity of the slide 
gate between Salinas River Lagoon and the OSR and along the edges of the lagoon on the North and 
West sides. No fish were observed of any species. 
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Bacterial water quality samples were collected using grab sampling techniques by MCWRA staff at 
approximately 4:00 PM on January 28, 2021. These samples were analyzed for E. coli-Q, Enterococcus, 
and Total coliform-Q. Additional samples were collected once per day following breach through 
February 5, 2021. All data are presented in Table 1 in Section 3.3 Post-Breach Activities. 

Sandbar Management Activities 
Sandbar management activities were initiated under emergency conditions on January 29, 2021 in 
response to the observed Salinas River Lagoon and River conditions (see Section 2 above). Activities 
began at approximately 1:00 AM January 29, 2021 and the Salinas River Lagoon was opened to the 
ocean around 3:40 AM. Subsequent management activities began at approximately 1:00 PM January 
29, 2021 because the sandbar had reclosed. The lagoon was reopened to the ocean by approximately 
2:30 PM. 
 
MCWRA utilized a 2001 Cat D5 Dozer and 2000 CAT 315 Excavator for the sandbar management 
activities. This equipment was mobilized on January 28, 2021 and staged nearby. The equipment was 
observed to be in good condition and free from visible leaks.  
 
The equipment route was previously surveyed for western snowy plover (see Section 3.1) and no nests 
or evidence that the route should not be used were found. The route chosen crossed the sand berm at 
the lowest elevation where it would be likely to breach naturally once the pilot channel was 
established and avoided vegetation when feasible. During emergency sandbar management actions, 
MCWRA staff led the equipment along the pre-surveyed excavator route to the excavation site while 
monitoring for plovers. Staff remained on site monitoring for plovers while activities were conducted. 
The equipment was escorted off the beach following the entrance route. No plovers were observed 
during sandbar management activities.  
 
A bend in the pilot channel was marked from the crest of the berm toward the ocean in a southerly 
direction to encourage sinuosity and slow the evacuation of water from the Lagoon. The pilot channel 
was initially excavated at approximately 1:00 AM under emergency conditions. Subsequently, the 
channel filled with sand due to tidal influx, requiring a second breach event. The secondary excavation 
occurred to reestablish the channel at approximately 1:00 PM. The lagoon elevation began dropping 
around 4:00 PM on January 29, 2021 and began the tidal fluctuation indicative of an open sandbar 
which will remain open as long as adequate flows in the Salinas River continue.  
 
The excavated pilot channel was 228 ft long and 15 ft wide. The total area of impact including the 
excavation and sand stockpile area was approximately 0.14 acres. Figure 6 shows the pilot channel 
during the first sandbar management event. Figure 7 shows the pilot channel during the second 
sandbar management event. Attachment C shows a map of the pilot channel in relation to the beach 
and the Salinas River Lagoon. 
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Figure 6. Pilot channel looking toward the Lagoon, January 29, 2021 at approximately 2:30 AM. 
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Figure 7. Pilot channel looking toward the Lagoon, January 29, 2021 at approximately 2:30 PM.  
 
Lagoon stage continued to rise slightly following the second breach as inflow from the river remained 
greater than outflow at the pilot channel. However, Lagoon stage decline began at approximately 
4:00 PM, January 29, 2021 (Figure 8). Tidal influence typically associated with open river mouth 
conditions was observed shortly thereafter. 
 

 
Figure 8. Lagoon stage at the OSR slide gate (NGVD29). 
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After the initial breaching, MCWRA conducted sensitive species surveys to verify presence, take, or 
harm to western snowy plover, tidewater goby, or steelhead that may have occurred. Water quality 
surveys were also conducted near the OSR slide gate and from the sandbar on the ocean side. 
 
A second western snowy plover survey was conducted by Esther Haile on January 29, 2021 at 
approximately 11:00 AM. MCWRA staff were on-site to verify survey notes and identified excavator 
path. Esther surveyed within and adjacent to the utilized excavator path. Approximately 40 western 
snowy plovers were observed along and adjacent to the excavator path. No nests or deceased plovers 
were observed. The discrepancy in number between pre- and post-breach surveys was likely due to the 
plovers feeding elsewhere. 
 
A second fish survey was conducted by Michael Hellmair and Jack Eschenroeder, Fish Biologists from 
FISHBIO, on January 29, 2021 at approximately 12:00 PM (Attachment D). Surveys were comprised of 
multiple seine hauls to a depth of approximately 3.5 ft around the perimeter of the Lagoon and near 
the OSR slide gate. Inland silverside (Menidia berrylina) was the only fish species observed. No listed 
species were observed including tidewater goby or steelhead. FISHBIO staff noted that the river mouth 
was reclosing and considered fish stranding potential in the context of another likely breach. It was 
concluded that the stranding potential for tidewater goby, steelhead or other benthic species was 
minimal. 
 
Water quality sampling was conducted between January 29 and February 5, 2021 following the 
sandbar management activities. Bacterial samples were collected using grab sampling techniques near 
the beach adjacent to the river mouth (Table 1; Attachment E). Physical and chemical data were also 
collected using a Hach HL4 handheld sonde and taken near the OSR approach channel mouth 
(Figure 10; Table 2). Physical and chemical water quality parameters were within normal range, with no 
anomalous readings. 
 
Bacteria levels were observed to increase following breach with a subsequent decrease over the next 
few days. Observed enterococcus levels (120 – 253 MPN/100 mL) exceeded the State Water Resources 
Control Board (State) standard of 104 MPN/100 mL following breach and decreasing to below the 
threshold by approximately five days after sandbar management activities. Other bacterial parameters 
did not exceed State standards. 
 
Monterey County Health Department had a beach advisory posted during this event and were supplied 
the testing results in case additional action was required.  
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Table 1. Bacterial water quality parameters analyzed at the Monterey County Health Department 
Consolidated Chemistry Laboratory. Note that no samples were collected on January 31, 2021 because the 
analyzing laboratory was not open to receive samples. 
*exceeds State Water Resources Control Board limit of 104 MPN/100 mL 

Date/Time 

Sample  
Depth  
(ft) 

E. coli 
(MPN/ 
100 mL) 

Entero. 
(#/ 
100 mL) 

Total 
coliform  
(MPN/ 
100 mL) 

Water  
Surface  
Elevation  
(ft NGVD29) Comments 

1/28/21 15:50 0 <10 20 10 4.54 pre-breach 
1/29/21 13:30 0 <10 <10 63 7.16 post-1st breach, pre-2nd breach 
1/30/21 10:00 0 <10 173* 2050 3.27 sandbar open to ocean 
2/1/21 10:45 0 20 120* 1590 2.63 sandbar open to ocean 
2/2/21 9:40 0 74 253* 5790 0.72 sandbar open to ocean 
2/3/21 9:00 0 10 161* 3870 0.37 sandbar open to ocean 
2/4/21 15:10 0 41 31 546 0.37 sandbar open to ocean 
2/5/21 8:47 0 <10 10 110 1.72 sandbar open to ocean 

 
 

 
Figure 10. Physical and chemical water quality sampling location at the OSR approach channel. 
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Table 2. Physical and chemical water quality parameters measured with a Hach HL4 multi-parameter sonde. 

Date/Time 

Sample 
Depth 
(ft) 

Diss. 
Oxygen 
(mg/L) 

Cond. 
(μS/cm) 

Water 
Temp. 
(°C) 

Water 
Surface 
Elevation 
(ft NGVD29) Comments 

1/29/21 13:00 0 12.6 1606 11.6 7.11 post-1st breach, pre-2nd breach 
1/30/21 10:40 0 8.36 1012 9.37 3.28 sandbar open to ocean 
1/31/21 10:40 0 9.52 475.1 9.13 2.84 sandbar open to ocean 
2/1/21 10:30 0 8.76 20930 11.8 1.89 sandbar open to ocean 
2/2/21 9:00 0 9.25 6563 11.0 0.45 sandbar open to ocean 
2/3/21 9:20 0 8.00 12140 12.9 0.37 sandbar open to ocean 

Conclusion 
MCWRA conducted sandbar management activities, including breaching the sandbar, at approximately 
1:00 AM and 1:00 PM on January 29, 2021. Qualified biologists conducted surveys and results suggest 
no incidental take or harm occurred to listed species. Physical and chemical water quality 
characteristics in the lagoon exhibited conditions consistent with a filled and subsequently drained 
coastal lagoon. Bacterial water quality exceedances were observed in the ocean adjacent to the 
Lagoon for Enterococcus. However, by February 4, 2021 observed bacteria levels were lowered to 
below State standards. The Salinas River mouth remains open to the ocean as of February 26, 2021, 
tidal influence is ongoing, and river sinuosity has formed (Figure 11). 
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Figure 11. Salinas River mouth looking toward the ocean, February 3, 2021. 
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PROCLAMATION OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY 

BY COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

 

 

In the Matter of Proclaiming the Existence of a 

Local Emergency within Monterey County.  

) 

) 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the California Emergency Services Act (Government Code section 8630, 

et. seq.) establishes procedures for proclaiming emergencies and for responding promptly to the 

needs that arise during emergencies; and, 

  

WHEREAS, Section 2.68.060 of the Monterey County Code and Section 8630 of the 

Government Code empower the County Administrative Officer or his designee, or the Board of 

Supervisors if the Board of Supervisors is in session, to proclaim the existence of a local 

emergency when the County is affected by or likely to be affected by a public calamity; and, 

  

 WHEREAS, an atmospheric river event occurring between January 26, 2021 through 

February 5, 2021 has resulted in and is anticipated to result in multiple significant rainfall/wind 

events causing damage to public infrastructure and private property within Monterey County; 

and, 

 

 WHEREAS, damages to infrastructure have included localized flooding, roadway slope 

erosion and embankment slip-outs, debris flows, landslides, and culvert failure affecting the 

safety of said roadways; obstruction of public roadways from storm water, storm debris and 

roadway failure; damage to storm drain infrastructure; and damage to public and private utilities 

and damage to public facilities and parks; and, 

 

  WHEREAS, such damages have resulted in road closures, areas of isolation, loss of 

power and other critical infrastructure affecting the public’s safety and repose; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, efforts to respond to, mitigate, and recover from these storms involve assets 

from Monterey County government, and other local governments in Monterey County; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the cost of response, mitigation, and recovery efforts has imposed 

extraordinary expenses on the County and local governments; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid conditions of extreme peril warrant and necessitate the 

proclamation of the existence of a local emergency and immediate action is necessary to mitigate 

public calamity; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the County Administrative Officer has made every reasonable effort to 

confer with one or more members of the Board of Supervisors.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS PROCLAIMED AS FOLLOWS: 

 1. A local emergency, as defined in Government Section 8558c and Public Contract 

Code Section 1102, now exists throughout the County of Monterey. 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 92856BD8-D808-4872-8048-FD617019A2B9
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 2. During the existence of said local emergency the powers, functions, and duties of 

the County Administrative Officer or his designee, the Director of Public Works, Facilities and 

Parks, and the Emergency Organization of Monterey County shall be those prescribed by State 

law and the ordinances, resolutions, and approved plans of the County of Monterey in order to 

mitigate the effects of the local emergency. 

 4. Pursuant to Public Contract Code Sections 20134, 22050, and 20395, the Public 

Works Director or designee is hereby authorized to engage independent contractors to complete 

all necessary work to mitigate the effects of said local emergency.  Contracts for this work may 

be executed without prior Board approval of the plans, specifications, and working details, 

without giving notice for bids to let contracts.  

 

 5. Charles J. McKee, or his designee, is hereby designated as the authorized 

representative for public and individual assistance of the County of Monterey for the purpose of 

receipt, processing, and coordination of all inquiries and requirements necessary to obtain 

available state and federal assistance. 

 

 SIGNED AND SUBSCRIBED at Salinas, California this 27th day of January 2021. 

 

        

       ________________________________ 

       Charles J. McKee 

       County Administrative Officer 
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Client Memo 

Salinas River Lagoon Breaching Survey 

February 1, 2021 

Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) contacted FISHBIO on Thursday, January 
28, to request assistance with stranding surveys for tidewater goby (Eucyclogobius newberryi; 
recovery permit No. TE-98090C-0) in light of a pending artificial breach of the Salinas River 
Lagoon. Due to recent rainfall in the region, the water level in the lagoon was expected to rise 
significantly, resulting in localized flooding.  

FISHBIO staff visited the sandbar on Thursday, January 28, and noted that the water level had not 
yet risen dramatically (remained below action stage; Figs. 1, 2). FISHBIO staff were informed on 
Friday morning by MCWRA staff (Alex Henson) that an emergency breach had been performed 
at 03:40 am that same morning. FISHBIO arrived at the slide gate at approximately 11:00 am and 
noted that the excavated breaching channel did no longer provide a connection between the lagoon 
and the ocean (Fig. 3). It appeared likely that the preceding high tide (5.7 ft at 10:02 am at Moss 
Landing) and associated wave action resulted in closure of the breaching channel before a 
significant drop in water level could occur in the lagoon. As a consequence, there had not been 
any stranding of tidewater goby or other species. 

To evaluate the presence of fish in newly inundated margin habitat (and potentially at risk of 
stranding in the event of a breach), FISHBIO staff performed multiple seine hauls (15 ft long, 4 ft 
tall, 1/8 inch mesh) in the vicinity of the slide gate and the lagoon sandbar, to a water depth of 
about 3.5 ft (Figure 4). Seining was judged to be efficient, as no obstructions were noted along the 
substrate. Inland silverside (Menidia berrylina) was the only fish species captured. These small 
and highly mobile fish, also present in high numbers in this area during a periodic survey 
conducted in October 2020, are expected to quickly distribute to any newly inundated habitat. 
However, other species, including less mobile, bottom-oriented fish such as gobies or sculpin, 
documented in the same area during the October 2020 surveys, are not expected to occupy newly 
inundated areas in substantial numbers within hours of inundation. As a consequence, it was 
concluded that – in light of expected natural or artificial breaching expected within hours of the 
seine surveys – stranding potential for tidewater goby and other benthic species was minimal. 
Additional visual reconnaissance in the vicinity of the Highway 1 bridge and the Salinas River 
National Wildlife Refuge also did not indicate a high potential for fish stranding, as the bathymetry 
of the lagoon in this area is unlikely to result in significant isolated areas of standing water, and 
fish are expected to move towards deeper areas of the lagoon as the water level recedes. 

Of note, water level data records suggest that the lagoon breached at approximately 16:00 on 
January 29, with a subsequent decrease in water level by about 6.5 feet over the next three hours 
(Figure 1). The lagoon has since remined breached, with subsequent tidal cycles ranging from 
approximately 0.3 ft to 4.2 ft. No stranding surveys have been performed since the lagoon 
breached. 
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Figure 1. Salinas River Lagoon water level (plot from the National Weather Service; Advanced Hydrologic 
Prediction Service; Data Courtesy of MCWRA. Accessed on 2/1/2020). 
 

 
Figure 2. Sandbar at the Salinas River lagoon on January 28, 2021 (17:05 h).  
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Figure 3. View of the Salinas River Lagoon from the break location on January 29, 2020 (14:00 h). 
 

 
Figure 4. Seining survey in the vicinity of the slide gate on the Salinas River Lagoon (January 29, 2021: 13:00 
h). 
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Monday, February 1, 2021

AC42491Lab Number: WRA-SURFClient Code:

Water Resources Agency

1441 Schilling Place

Salinas, CA  93901

Attn: Tamara Voss

Consolidated Chemistry Laboratory

ELAP Certification Number: 1395

1270 Natividad Road, Salinas, CA  93906 

MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

 Phone (831)755-4516  Fax (831) 755-4652

Analyte Method Unit Result PQL Analysis Start Date/Time

SALINAS RIVER LAGOON MOUTH - UNOPENSample Site:

WOODS A

1/28/2021 15:50

Sample Collector:

Collection Date/Time:

Sample Comments: Water.  Receiving temperature 13.9ºC.        

Sample ID:

1/28/2021Submittal Date/Time: 16:31Source Code:

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 mL VariableE. coli-Q 1/28/2021<10 16:45

Enterolert #/100 mL VariableEnterococcus 1/28/202120 16:45

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 mL VariableTotal coliform-Q 1/28/202110 16:45

Report approved by: 

Laboratory Director

Donna Ferguson, Ph.D, P.H.M

               mg/L: Milligrams per liter (=ppm)                            ug/L : Micrograms per liter (=ppb)                       * : Primary Standards

  PQL : Practical Quantitation Limit                  MCL : Maximum Contaminant Level           ND : Not Detected                ** : Secondary Standards

247



Monday, February 1, 2021

AC42521Lab Number: WRA-SURFClient Code:

Water Resources Agency

1441 Schilling Place

Salinas, CA  93901

Attn: Tamara Voss

Consolidated Chemistry Laboratory

ELAP Certification Number: 1395

1270 Natividad Road, Salinas, CA  93906 

MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

 Phone (831)755-4516  Fax (831) 755-4652

Analyte Method Unit Result PQL Analysis Start Date/Time

SALINAS RIVER LAGOON MOUTH - OPENSample Site:

BROWNE M

1/29/2021 13:30

Sample Collector:

Collection Date/Time:

Sample Comments: Water.  Receiving temperature 13.1ºC.        

Sample ID:

1/29/2021Submittal Date/Time: 15:24Source Code:

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 mL VariableE. coli-Q 1/29/2021<10 15:35

Enterolert #/100 mL VariableEnterococcus 1/29/2021<10 15:35

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 mL VariableTotal coliform-Q 1/29/202163 15:35

Report approved by: 

Laboratory Director

Donna Ferguson, Ph.D, P.H.M

               mg/L: Milligrams per liter (=ppm)                            ug/L : Micrograms per liter (=ppb)                       * : Primary Standards

  PQL : Practical Quantitation Limit                  MCL : Maximum Contaminant Level           ND : Not Detected                ** : Secondary Standards
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Monday, February 1, 2021

AC42522Lab Number: WRA-SURFClient Code:

Water Resources Agency

1441 Schilling Place

Salinas, CA  93901

Attn: Tam Voss

Consolidated Chemistry Laboratory

ELAP Certification Number: 1395

1270 Natividad Road, Salinas, CA  93906 

MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

 Phone (831)755-4516  Fax (831) 755-4652

Analyte Method Unit Result PQL Analysis Start Date/Time

SALINAS RIVER LAGOON AT MOUTH - OPENSample Site:

BROWNE M

1/30/2021 10:00

Sample Collector:

Collection Date/Time:

Sample Comments: Water.  Receiving temperature 5.0ºC.        

Sample ID:

1/30/2021Submittal Date/Time: 11:44Source Code:

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 mL VariableE. coli-Q 1/30/2021<10 15:30

Enterolert #/100 mL VariableEnterococcus 1/30/2021173 11:50

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 mL VariableTotal coliform-Q 1/30/20212050 15:30

Report approved by: 

Laboratory Director

Donna Ferguson, Ph.D, P.H.M

               mg/L: Milligrams per liter (=ppm)                            ug/L : Micrograms per liter (=ppb)                       * : Primary Standards

  PQL : Practical Quantitation Limit                  MCL : Maximum Contaminant Level           ND : Not Detected                ** : Secondary Standards
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Consolidated Chemistry Laboratory

Water Resources Agency

1441 Schilling Place

Salinas, CA  93901

Attn: Tam Voss

ELAP Certification Number: 1395

1270 Natividad Road  Salinas, CA  93906 

MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

 Phone (831)755-4516  Fax (831) 755-4652

Page 1 of 1 Thursday, February 4, 2021

WOODS A

2/1/2021

Sample Collector:

Collection Date/Time:SALINAS RIVER LAGOON AT MOUTHSample Site: 10:45

Sample Comments: Water.  Receiving temperature 12.9 ºC.        

Sample ID:

Client Code: WRA-SURF

2/1/2021Submittal Date/Time: 11:32

Lab Number: AC42530

Source Code:

Analyte Method Units Result PQL Analysis Start Date/TimeRDL

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableE. coli-Q 2/1/202120 Variable 11:45

Enterolert #/100 mL VariableEnterococcus 2/1/2021120 Variable 11:45

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableTotal coliform-Q 2/1/20211590 Variable 11:45

Report approved by: 

Laboratory Director

Donna Ferguson, Ph.D, P.H.M

Data Qualifier: Total Coliform testing of recreation water was performed using IDEXX Colilert - SM 9223B-2004, which is no longer an 
EPA-approved Clean Water Act Microbiological Test Method. Local government agencies with historical total coliform monitoring data 
desire continued testing of total coliforms to indicate water quality. The total coliform test was performed at the request of the 
submitting agency.  

         mg/L : Milligrams per liter (=ppm)                           ug/L  : Micrograms per liter (=ppb)                       * : Primary Standards

         RDL : Report Detection Level                                 PQL : Practical Quantitation Limit                        ** : Secondary Standards

         Dil: Dilution                         NA : Not Applicable                       ND : Not Detected                            *** : Action Level
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Consolidated Chemistry Laboratory

Water Resources Agency

1441 Schilling Place

Salinas, CA  93901

Attn: Tam Voss

ELAP Certification Number: 1395

1270 Natividad Road  Salinas, CA  93906 

MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

 Phone (831)755-4516  Fax (831) 755-4652

Page 1 of 1 Thursday, February 4, 2021

BROWNE M

2/2/2021

Sample Collector:

Collection Date/Time:SALINAS RIVER LAGOON - MOUTHSample Site: 9:40

Sample Comments: Water.  Receiving temperature 9.3 ºC.        

Sample ID:

Client Code: WRA-SURF

2/2/2021Submittal Date/Time: 12:19

Lab Number: AC42573

Source Code:

Analyte Method Units Result PQL Analysis Start Date/TimeRDL

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableE. coli-Q 2/2/202174 Variable 12:32

Enterolert #/100 mL VariableEnterococcus 2/2/2021253 Variable 12:32

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableTotal coliform-Q 2/2/20215790 Variable 12:32

Report approved by: 

Laboratory Director

Donna Ferguson, Ph.D, P.H.M

Data Qualifier: Total Coliform testing of recreation water was performed using IDEXX Colilert - SM 9223B-2004, which is no longer an 
EPA-approved Clean Water Act Microbiological Test Method. Local government agencies with historical total coliform monitoring data 
desire continued testing of total coliforms to indicate water quality. The total coliform test was performed at the request of the 
submitting agency.  

         mg/L : Milligrams per liter (=ppm)                           ug/L  : Micrograms per liter (=ppb)                       * : Primary Standards

         RDL : Report Detection Level                                 PQL : Practical Quantitation Limit                        ** : Secondary Standards

         Dil: Dilution                         NA : Not Applicable                       ND : Not Detected                            *** : Action Level
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Consolidated Chemistry Laboratory

Water Resources Agency

1441 Schilling Place

Salinas, CA  93901

Attn: Tam Voss

ELAP Certification Number: 1395

1270 Natividad Road  Salinas, CA  93906 

MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

 Phone (831)755-4516  Fax (831) 755-4652

Page 1 of 1 Thursday, February 4, 2021

DIAZ G

2/3/2021

Sample Collector:

Collection Date/Time:SALINAS RIVER LAGOON - MOUTHSample Site: 9:00

Sample Comments: Water.  Receiving temperature 5.8 ºC.        

Sample ID:

Client Code: WRA-SURF

2/3/2021Submittal Date/Time: 10:17

Lab Number: AC42654

Source Code:

Analyte Method Units Result PQL Analysis Start Date/TimeRDL

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableE. coli-Q 2/3/202110 Variable 10:25

Enterolert #/100 mL VariableEnterococcus 2/3/2021161 Variable 10:25

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableTotal coliform-Q 2/3/20213870 Variable 10:25

Report approved by: 

Laboratory Director

Donna Ferguson, Ph.D, P.H.M

Data Qualifier: Total Coliform testing of recreation water was performed using IDEXX Colilert - SM 9223B-2004, which is no longer an 
EPA-approved Clean Water Act Microbiological Test Method. Local government agencies with historical total coliform monitoring data 
desire continued testing of total coliforms to indicate water quality. The total coliform test was performed at the request of the 
submitting agency.  

         mg/L : Milligrams per liter (=ppm)                           ug/L  : Micrograms per liter (=ppb)                       * : Primary Standards

         RDL : Report Detection Level                                 PQL : Practical Quantitation Limit                        ** : Secondary Standards

         Dil: Dilution                         NA : Not Applicable                       ND : Not Detected                            *** : Action Level
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Consolidated Chemistry Laboratory

Water Resources Agency

1441 Schilling Place

Salinas, CA  93901

Attn: Tam Voss

ELAP Certification Number: 1395

1270 Natividad Road  Salinas, CA  93906 

MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

 Phone (831)755-4516  Fax (831) 755-4652

Page 1 of 1 Monday, February 8, 2021

DIAZ G

2/4/2021

Sample Collector:

Collection Date/Time:SALINAS RIVER LAGOON MOUTHSample Site: 15:10

Sample Comments: Water.  Receiving temperature 8.4ºC.        

Sample ID:

Client Code: WRA-SURF

2/4/2021Submittal Date/Time: 15:53

Lab Number: AC42749

Source Code:

Analyte Method Units Result PQL Analysis Start Date/TimeRDL

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableE. coli-Q 2/4/2021<10 Variable 16:05

Enterolert #/100 mL VariableEnterococcus 2/4/202110 Variable 16:05

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableTotal coliform-Q 2/4/2021110 Variable 16:05

Report approved by: 

Laboratory Director

Donna Ferguson, Ph.D, P.H.M

Data Qualifier: Total Coliform testing of recreation water was performed using IDEXX Colilert - SM 9223B-2004, which is no longer an 
EPA-approved Clean Water Act Microbiological Test Method. Local government agencies with historical total coliform monitoring data 
desire continued testing of total coliforms to indicate water quality. The total coliform test was performed at the request of the 
submitting agency.  

         mg/L : Milligrams per liter (=ppm)                           ug/L  : Micrograms per liter (=ppb)                       * : Primary Standards

         RDL : Report Detection Level                                 PQL : Practical Quantitation Limit                        ** : Secondary Standards

         Dil: Dilution                         NA : Not Applicable                       ND : Not Detected                            *** : Action Level
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Consolidated Chemistry Laboratory

Water Resources Agency

1441 Schilling Place

Salinas, CA  93901

Attn: Tam Voss

ELAP Certification Number: 1395

1270 Natividad Road  Salinas, CA  93906 

MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

 Phone (831)755-4516  Fax (831) 755-4652

Page 1 of 1 Monday, February 8, 2021

BROWNE M

2/5/2021

Sample Collector:

Collection Date/Time:SALINAS RIVER LAGOON MOUTHSample Site: 8:47

Sample Comments: Water.  Receiving temperature 8.3ºC.        

Sample ID:

Client Code: WRA-SURF

2/5/2021Submittal Date/Time: 9:36

Lab Number: AC42750

Source Code:

Analyte Method Units Result PQL Analysis Start Date/TimeRDL

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableE. coli-Q 2/5/202141 0. 14:55

Enterolert #/100 mL VariableEnterococcus 2/5/202131 0. 9:50

SM9223B-2004 MPN/100 VariableTotal coliform-Q 2/5/2021546 0. 14:55

Report approved by: 

Laboratory Director

Donna Ferguson, Ph.D, P.H.M

Data Qualifier: Total Coliform testing of recreation water was performed using IDEXX Colilert - SM 9223B-2004, which is no longer an 
EPA-approved Clean Water Act Microbiological Test Method. Local government agencies with historical total coliform monitoring data 
desire continued testing of total coliforms to indicate water quality. The total coliform test was performed at the request of the 
submitting agency.  

         mg/L : Milligrams per liter (=ppm)                           ug/L  : Micrograms per liter (=ppb)                       * : Primary Standards

         RDL : Report Detection Level                                 PQL : Practical Quantitation Limit                        ** : Secondary Standards

         Dil: Dilution                         NA : Not Applicable                       ND : Not Detected                            *** : Action Level
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