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Recommendation:

• Receive a report on the status of the County’s compliance with 
Assembly Bill 1466 modifying discriminatory restrictive covenants;
• Consider supporting that the Board of Supervisors authorize staff to 
further research and develop a proposed restrictive covenant 
modification education project; and
• Provide direction to staff.



Presentation Overview

History

Restrictive Covenant Modifications (AB 1466)

Marin County Restrictive Covenant Project

Monterey County Efforts

Closing Remarks



History
 What is a covenant?

 A legally enforceable restriction in a deed

 What is a restrictive covenant?

 A covenant that prohibits the selling or 
renting to people of a specific race or ethnic 
background

 Used to segregate neighborhoods



History
 1948 Shelley v. Kraemer

 1968 Fair Housing Act



Purpose of  Restrictive Covenant 
Modification (RCM)
Restrictive Covenant Modification allows redacting blatant racial, religious, or other 
restrictive covenants from real property documents if such language violates fair housing 
laws.
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Restrictive Covenant Modification 
(RCM)

1. Government Code section 12956.2 now allows any person to submit an RCM 
document to the Recorder for review.

2. Government Code section 12956.1 now requires the unlawfully restrictive language 
to be redacted and blacked out so it is not visible.  
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Restrictive Covenant Modification (RCM) Process

Monterey County Recorder’s Office Restrictive Covenant Modifications 
webpage: Restrictive Covenant Modifications | Monterey County, CA
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Restrictive Covenant Modification (RCM) Process
• AB 1466 requires the Recorder’s Office to identify unlawful restrictive language from recorded real property 

documents.

• The Recorder’s Office is working with their vendors to locate the unlawfully restrictive language. This process is 
currently expected to take approximately four to five years.
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Monterey County Efforts

Monterey County Equity Timeline ‐ TimelineJS Embed (knightlab.com)



Marin County Restrictive Covenant 
Project webpage: Restrictive 
Covenant Project ‐ County of 
Marin (marincounty.org)

Marin County 
Restrictive 
Covenant 
Project



Marin County 
Restrictive 
Covenant 
Project

Marin County Free Library Restrictive 
Covenant webpage: Restrictive 

Covenant Resources | Marin County 
Free Library (marinlibrary.org)



Monterey County Efforts

• Staff presented to the Historic Advisory Committee – June 13th

• Staff met with Marin County to understand their efforts – July 7th

• Staff presented to the Equal Opportunity and Civil Rights Advisory Commission –
July 20th



Supporting to allow for:

• Receive a report on the status of the County’s compliance with 
Assembly Bill 1466 modifying discriminatory restrictive covenants;
• Consider supporting that the Board of Supervisors authorize staff to 
further research and develop a proposed restrictive covenant 
modification education project; and
• Provide direction to staff.


