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Authorize the Chair to sign a letter of support to the California Department of Technology on behalf of
the County of Monterey for the Golden State Connect Authority’s application to the California Digital
Equity Capacity Subgrant Grant Program.

RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors:

Authorize the Chair to sign a letter of support to the California Department of Technology on behalf of
the County of Monterey for the Golden State Connect Authority’s California Digital Equity Capacity
Grant Program application.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:
The California Digital Equity Capacity Subgrant Program, administered by the California Department

of Technology (CDT), provides funding to support the implementation of the State Digital Equity Plan.
This program aims to ensure all Californians have access to the technology, affordable broadband, and
digital skills necessary to participate fully in modern society.

The Golden State Connect Authority (GSCA) is preparing to submit a Track 1 application aimed at
developing and refining county-specific digital equity plans that align with the California State Digital
Equity Plan. This application will also support capacity-building efforts to implement digital equity
initiatives, either directly or through secondary subgrants. These local plans will serve as a foundation
for securing future funding to launch key activities such as digital navigation services, digital literacy
training, creation of computer labs, workforce development programs, apprenticeships in broadband
infrastructure and broadband adoption campaigns, and device distribution efforts.

The California Department of Technology (CDT) is distributing funds on a per-county basis, using an
allocation formula that considers total population, covered population (including rural residents), and
levels of broadband availability and adoption. Monterey County’s allocation is $478,382. GSCA will
submit a multi-county application, in which the allocations of all participating counties will be summed.
As the lead applicant, GSCA will oversee grant administration, contract management, and

procurement as needed. County service departments and community partners will be identified
following the submission of the application, with any necessary agreements to be brought before the
board as the program and partnerships are developed. Therefore, it is the recommendation of the

Chief Information Officer to approve this action.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
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County Counsel Director have reviewed and approved the recommendation of the Chief Information
Officer.

FINANCING:
The approval of this recommended action does not result in a cost to the County.

__Economic Development
___Administration

X Health & Human Services
__Infrastructure

__Public Safety

Prepared by: Sarah House, IT Manager, 759-6992

Approved by: Eric A. Chatham, Chief Information Officer, 759-6920

Attachments:
Letter of Support - California Department of Technology
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