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MONTEREY COUNTY PARKS COMMISSION 

Special Meeting 
Saffron Room  

1441 Schilling Place, Salinas, CA, 93901  

February 4, 2021 

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 

3:00 P.M.  - CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Sanchez at 3:00 p.m. 

 

This meeting was conducted via teleconference using the Microsoft Zoom program 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 None 

 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS, REQUEST, RECOMMENDATIONS 

 None. 

 

AGENDA ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND CORRECTIONS 

 Chair Rozance brought forward a correction noticed by Vice-Chair Getzelman on the 

absence of the Bylaws on the agenda.  Shawne Ellerbee, PWF&P Assistant Director 

informed the Commission of the intent to bring the Bylaws to the Sub-Committee with the 

change of County Counsel Kristy Markey to allow more time for review of the proposed 

changes of the Bylaws before continuing with the item on the April agenda. 

 

 Chair Rozance agreed with the request and Vice-Chair Getzelman inquired on who would 

take the lead on scheduling the meeting.  Ms. Ellerbee confirmed she would take the lead 

on the communication. 

  

  

Commissioners Present Commissioners 

Absent 

Staff  

Eric Rozance, Chair 

Paula Getzelman, Vice-Chair 

Sergio Sanchez (3:15 pm) 

Joanna Devers 

Supervisor Mary L. Adams 

Joseph Hertlein 

 

 Brian Briggs, Deputy County 

Counsel 

Randy Ishii, PWF&P Director 

Shawne Ellerbee, PWF&P Assistant 

Director 

Janie Bettencourt, Management 

Analyst II 

Dona Luna, Management Analyst II 

Brian Flores, Parks Administrative 

Operations Manager 

Gustavo Flores, Parks 

Administrative Operations Manager 

Nathan Merkle, Parks 

Administrative Operations Manager 

Susan Rosales-Nava, Secretary 
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 3:00 P.M. - SCHEDULED MATTERS 

1.  Approval of Parks Commission Minutes for December 3, 2020 -Regular Parks 

Commission Meeting and January 14, 2021 – Special Parks Commission Meeting. 

  

A motion was moved by Vice Chair Getzelman motioned to approve the Parks 

Commission Minutes for December 3, 2020 - Regular Parks Commission Meeting, 

seconded by Commissioner Hertlein, and passed by the following vote: 

  

  AYES:         Rozance, Getzelman, Sanchez, Hertlein and Supervisor Adams 

NOES:         None 

ABSENT:    None 

ABSTAIN:  Devers 

 

Commissioner Hertlein mentioned a possible correction on a comment he made at the 

January 14, 2021 – Special Parks Commission meeting that was not recorded in the 

minutes on the possibility of development of property at Lake San Antonio that might earn 

the department additional revenue. 

 

County Counsel Briggs addressed the Commission of staff providing action minutes rather 

than narrative minutes and could have been added through a motion by reopening the item 

since it is closed.  Commissioner Hertlein said he would continue with the minutes as is. 

 

A motion was moved by Commissioner Devers to approve the Parks Commission 

Minutes for January 14, 2021 - Special Parks Commission Meeting, seconded by 

Supervisor Adams, and passed by the following vote: 

  

  AYES:         Rozance, Getzelman, Sanchez, Devers, and Supervisor Adams 

NOES:         None 

ABSENT:    None 

ABSTAIN:  Hertlein 

 

SCHEDULED MATTERS 

2. Proposition 68 Statewide Park Development and Community Revitalization Grant 

Application for San Lorenzo Park. 

 

Janie Bettencourt, Management Analyst II provided an update on the SPP project grant 

application for San Lorenzo Park.  If awarded the grant funds would be used for 

revitalizing and enhancing San Lorenzo Park.  The Department is working collaboratively 

with Gordian Company and Nossaman, LLP, the County’s legislative firm that specializes 

in government relations and advocacy.  The application submittal deadline is March 12, 

2021, with the grant to be awarded in late summer. If awarded, the project must be 

completed by March 2025.     

 

Gus Flores, Administrative Operations Manager for San Lorenzo Park provided a 

PowerPoint presentation on how the grant funding would be used if received. 

 

Commissioner Hertlein inquired on whether the Commission is being asked by staff to 

endorse this item.  Staff confirmed, affirmatively.  
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   Public Comment:  None 

 

Chair Rozance indicated staff is recommending a resolution to be presented to the board 

of supervisors for approval and inquired on the Commission’s suggestions or ideas. 

   

Commissioner Getzelman motioned that the grant proposal be recommended to the 

Board of Supervisors for consideration and move the grant application forward. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hertlein, and passed by the following 

vote: 

 

 AYES:         Rozance, Getzelman, Devers, Hertlein and Supervisor Adams 

NOES:         None 

ABSENT:    Sanchez 

ABSTAIN:  None 

 

DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

3.  Receive a report on the Employee Live-On Licensed Agreement 

 

Shawne Ellerbee, PWF&P Assistant Director in conjunction with Lindsay Lerable, Chief 

of Facilities, provided an update on the Employee Conditional License Agreement which 

allows for Parks employees to live on Parks grounds.  Staff have been in collaborative 

negotiations with SEIU through the County Human Resource Department to implement 

the agreement. Due to controversy surrounding County State Parks, the County has not 

been able to proceed with the Employee Rental Agreement.   

 

Commissioner Devers requested Ms. Ellerbee elaborate on the issues related to State Parks 

in reference to the employee rental agreements.  Ms. Ellerbee referenced an article in the 

L.A. Times which reported on the Parks property located in highly desirable areas used for 

other purposes, other than parks housing, and not being made available to all Park’s staff. 

Ms. Ellerbee also reported on a recent issue in the news of a house in Salinas which was 

donated for use as a museum and, instead, State Parks used the home for office space for 

their employees.  

   

 Public Comment:  None 

   

The Commission received the report – No motion required. 

 

4. Receive a report on the Toro Park recovery from River Fire and Cal fire Grant at Jacks 

Peak. 

 

Bryan Flores, Administrative Operations Manager gave a verbal report on the Toro Park 

recovery and displayed photos taken before the atmospheric river.  Mr. Flores stated he 

would provide a presentation at the next meeting of pre and post storm damage and the 

reopening of the parks.  Mr. Flores will also be meeting with the Toro Park Trails Task 

Force Committee to go over how to repair and improve the trails and replace signage which 

was destroyed during the River Fire.    

 

Commissioner Getzelman inquired on how he anticipates encouraging regrowth of 

vegetation and Chaparral and the other things that make the Monterey area what it was 
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before.  Mr. Flores stated he spoke with Natural Resource Conservation Service and that 

the soil soughed off and will need time to heal and grow.  The Public Works and Parks 

Department will soon be receiving a presentation from an outside business that offers fire 

recovery and erosion repair.  

 

Bryan Flores, Administrative Operations Manager provided a verbal report on the status of 

Jacks Peak Cal Fire Field Reduction Grant. He reported on the debris removal and the need 

for possible goat grazing to remove poison oak and rattlesnake grass.  

 

Commissioner Hertlein inquired on whether the park will be closed during the goat 

grazing.  Mr. Flores informed the Commission the park would be open and temporary 

fencing would be placed around the grazing area.  

 

Commissioner Hertlein inquired on whether there were issues with predators with the 

goats.  Mr. Flores stated the company from which the goats are leased provide predatory 

dogs to protect the goats from wildlife.    

 

   Public Comment:  None 

   

The Commission received the report – No motion required. 

 

 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

5.  Future Agenda Items 

 

Commissioner Hertlein inquired on having the placeholders and nonscheduled items 

scheduled.  Ms. Ellerbee stated she would work with staff on bringing those items forward. 

 

Commissioner Devers inquired on having a report brought back on the final budget and 

basic project description on the SPP grant application submission.  Staff confirmed a 

report would be presented. 

 

Commissioner Hertlein inquired on a date a response will be heard from Prop. 68 on the 

awarding of the grant.  Ms. Bettencourt stated a response would be received in August or  

September 2021. 

 

   Public Comment:  None 

   

The Commission received the report – No motion required. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m. by Chair Rozance. 


