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October 9, 2024 
 
To:  Erik Ekdahl, Deputy Director State Water Resources Control Board 

CC:  Ara Azdherian, General Manager Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

Re: Shandon-San Juan Water District Amended Applications to Appropriate Water 
A033189 and A033190 

 

Dear Mr. Ekdahl, 

I am writing on behalf of the Salinas Valley Basin Water Alliance, a landowner-farmer entity 
representing about 90,000 irrigated acres in the Salinas Valley. We have recently learned that 
the Shandon-San Juan Water District/Shandon-San Juan Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
is considering an action against the Monterey County Water Resources Agency to condemn 
rights of access to the Nacimiento Reservoir. 

The Alliance is categorically opposed to this action. Our members farm extensively 
throughout the Salinas Valley and our livelihoods, as well as the livelihoods of our many 
employees and the stability of the valley cities depend on the groundwater buttressed by the 
Salinas River. Without groundwater, we cannot farm. In addition to that, the valley basin is in 
overdraft; the river is, and will continue to be, essential to solving that overdraft, as it is the 
main mechanism for conveyance to prime percolation areas throughout the valley. 

Furthermore, our members have paid millions of dollars over the decades for the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of the Nacimiento Reservoir. The efforts of our 
businesses and our very lives has financed and made possible the existence of that water 
project and the groundwater it provides.  

The Alliance respectfully requests that the Shandon-San Juan application be denied. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

 

Regards, 

 

Christopher Bunn 
 
President, Salinas Basin Water Alliance 
 


