— BOARD OF SUPERVISORS —

& RESOLUTION

Resolution No.: 24-074
Adopt a resolution honoring March 18, 2024, as Public Defense Day )
and the 61st Anniversary of Gideon vs. Wainwright.... ............... )

WHEREAS The Monterey County Board of Supervisors would like to recognize the vital
work of public defense and the 61% anniversary of the United States Supreme Court ruling in
Gideor: vs: Wainwright, reaffirming the principles of equal justice for all regardless of
income; and

WHEREAS, the County of Monterey has a longstanding tradition of equal justice regardless
of income, having established the Office of the Monterey County Public Defender in 1969;
and

WHEREAS, on March 18, 1963, the United States Supreme Court unanimously ruled that
the right of a poor person in a criminal trial to have the assistance of counsel is fundamental
and essential 1o a fair trial, and trial and conviction without the assistance of counsel violated
the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution; and

WHEREAS, the court based its ruling on the case of Clarence Earl Gideon, a poor man with
an cighth- grade education arrested for a pool hall burglary in which about five dollars,
several beers, and a few bottles of soda were stolen. In court, Mr. Gideon proclaimed his
innocence and asked for a lawyer. The judge told him than anyone oo poor to hire a lawyer
had to represent himself. Mr. Gidcon tried his best, but a jury convicted him, and the judge
sentenced him to five years in state prison; and

WHEREAS, from his Florida prison cell, Mr. Gideon submitted a handwritten petition to a
higher court, arguing that the United States Consiitation does not allow poor people 1o be
convicted and sent to prison without legal representation; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court found that “reason and reflection require us
to recognize that in our adversary system of criminal justice, any person hauled into court,
whio is too poor to hire a Jawyer, cannot be assured a fair trial unless counsel is provided for
him. This seems to us to be an obvious truth™; and

WHERKEAS, the United State Supreme Court reversed Mr. Gideon’s conviction and granted
him a new trial, ordering that he be provided a lawyer. With the assistance of counsel, Mr.
Gideon was acquitted; and

WHEREAS, the Office of the County of Monterey Public Defender is committed to
upholding the Constitution, while providing the hope of community reintegration regardless
of income.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Monterey, hereby reaffirm their commitment to ensuring equal justice regardless of income
and our support for our Public Defender and Indigent Defense bar, and hereby proclaim
March 18, 2024, as “Public Defense Day™ in Monterey County.

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 12% day of March 2624
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