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and If that is not enough to cast serious doubt on the safety of the development, I ask you to 
please keep in mind the information that we learned from Clint Eastwoods Pajaro Commons 54 
unit subdivision for Pebble Beach employees, that did not come to fruition, due to the dangers of 
liquefaction at the site, which is less than four tenths of a mile down the river from the proposed 
Susan and Gonda Street locations. 
 
the validity of information provided by Keith Higgins traffic engineer, for both the susan st and 
gonda street developments, has been brought into question, with glaring inaccuracies that in the 
case of the susan street mitigated negative declaration, need to be corrected before returning to 
the planning commission.

At minimum a FULL EIR is needed, we can only mitigate potential issues if the information is 
accurate and thorough, something the MND is not. 
 
The Redevelopment Agency Implementation Plan contains goals that are desirable and 
achievable with the right developments. None of the residents are anti-development, but we are 
not willing to stand by while developers threaten us, doing nothing to progress towards our 
shared goals of a healthy, balanced community.  
 
We cannot do this without your support and understanding. You are the governing body tasked 
with looking at the whole picture, we are offering you the human side of this, the one with 
nothing to gain from this development, we have no financial stake in this, our motivations are 
pure: Pajaro Rises TOGETHER. 

Thank you for your time and service





 

As pictured below, the neighboring property is zoned f/40, with only a small strip(brown in color) 
zoned HDR. 



Gonda street traffic study:

 -Keith Higgins is the same engineer that conducted the Susan Street traffic 
study. During the most recent planning commission hearing the accuracy of 
his report was brought into question, with many glaring inconsistencies, not 
to mention, the study was conducted during OFF peak hours, and during 
the pandemic which precluded the usual collection of peak period traffic 
volumes at the 4 study intersections.  
 
SAFETY AND FLOODING

-MWRCA states “floodway fringe, where the floodway must be kept free of 
obstruction.” This project is “within the FEMA-defined regulatory floodway”
 
-Modeling done by Dr.Mark Strudley and the Pajaro River Watershed Flood 
Prevention Authority shows that buildings need to be raised by 3-5 feet. 
Monterey County has received the supporting studies and information to 
confidently implement regulations that would protect against the loss of life 
in the event of a flood.  
 
-Buses will not be kept on site. In the event of an evacuation(like 1995) 
residents of this development have no way to evacuate in a timely manner. 
Evacuating 272 people down a street that is 26 feet wide, will impede the 
safe and timely evacuation of current residents.  

-“The current configuration of flood protection on the Pajaro River, 
provides only 5-year flood protection along the Pajaro River, based on 
an analysis developed by the Corps. Since its construction, the region has 
experienced six major floods; the 1995 event caused over $95 million in 
damages and two people lost their lives. The levees came perilously close 
to rupturing again in 2017, and millions of local dollars were spent to fight 
flood and repair damages to the existing facility.”  Letter to Henry Stern 
from Wendy Root Askew
 
-LIQUEFACTION is a highly repeatable event at the proposed location.  
 



-The THREE YEAR study done by John Tinsley of the USGS in 1989-1991 
stated: “Subsurface exposures of Pajaro River floodplain facies suggest 
that the juxtaposition of younger units and older units favors lateral 
spreading failure. This is a mapable contact used to evaluate liquefaction 
susceptibility (Dupre and Tinsley, 1980), and it is arguable that this contact 
should also be used to delineate a zone of high susceptibility to lateral 
spreading. Our results support the case that, in certain geologic 
environments, lateral spreading hazard may be identifiable as discrete 
zones of failure, similar to earthquake surface fault rupture. It is possible, at 
least in certain geologic environments, that geologic boundaries, and not 
distance from a free face, control the location of lateral spreading.”  
 
-Clint Eastwoods Pajaro Commons 54 unit subdivision for Pebble Beach 
employees, that did not come to fruition, due to the dangers of liquefaction 
at the site, which is only four tenths of a mile down the river from the 
proposed Susan and Gonda Street locations. Something the three year 
USGS study, that incorporated this lot, stated was a repeatable event. 
-Pajaro Commons Housing Project, .4 Miles down the river, unrealized due 
to liquefaction. (Ultimately the land was donated and is currently the ONLY 
park/open space in Pajaro, at 4.9 acres) 
 
-GIS Liquefaction Mapping by Darryl Tyler of County of Monterey: 
Liquefaction Susceptibility: High

-Law enforcement has expressed that farmworkers are often targeted by 
gangs, echoing statements Mike Avila has made in the past. Adding over 
760 people(Susan and Gonda Street projects combined) to our town with 
no sheriff sub station in our area, only adding to the many safety 
concerns of the community.
 
 



Sewage:

-Pajaro and surrounding areas struggle with sewage backups when the 
lines are cleared. A sewage breakage near Trafton and Thurwatcher Road, 
where over one million gallons of raw sewage spilled unchecked for eight 
days, left two fields so contaminated that 40 acres will have to lie fallow 
forever, costing Monterey County upwards of $11 million dollars to repair. 

CIVIC  
 
-Per the Pajaro Community Plan “Based on a standard of 5 acres of park 
per 1000 people, there is a need of 15 acres of new park area to serve the 
current population. An additional 5-15 acres will likely be needed to support 
new housing development.” Pajaro currently has less that 5 acres of 
recreation/open space.  

-This project does NOTHING to realize the goals set forth in Monterey 
Counties Redevelopment Agency Implementation Plan of 2010. 

SCALE AND DENSITY
 
-Building height and mass at the street should appear to fit in with the 
prevailing neighborhood character. The height, bulk and scale of the 
buildings will have an adverse impact on the human ecology of our 
community.

-The current push for housing enables developers to circumvent review 
processes(i.e Environmental Impact Report) intended to ensure that 
projects fit sensitively into neigborhoods. Dodging these review processes 
often results in buildings that are architecturally discordant and 
demonstrate disregard for the concerns of the neighboring residents and 
community.

-The developers are now mentioning domestic workers, and in the event 
that this is offered to domestic workers the parking will be completely 
inadequate and spillover into the community, in which parking is already 
impacted. 



-“New development in Pajaro is constrained by the existing overdraft 
conditions in the Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin (Basin). The Basin is in 
an overdraft condition and is experiencing an increasing rate of seawater 
intrusion. The combination of overdraft and seawater intrusion limits the 
fresh groundwater supply needed to sustain the long-term economy of the 
Pajaro Valley, including the community of Pajaro.”  REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY OF THE COUNTY OF MONTEREY IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

CIVIL RIGHTS

-In an effort to maximize housing, safety and environmental oversight 
measures are minimized, developers take the “path of least resistance” 
which pushes high density housing into communities the least able to resist 
commodification of land and resources. “Laborsheds” are the natural 
outcome, thus a self sustaining cycle of segregation by race and income is 
created.

-As Benmayor and Flores point out in their book, Latino Cultural 
Citizenship: Claiming Identity, Space, and Rights, “Second-class citizenship 
is so pervasive in Latino communities that Latinos have accepted their 
treatment as inevitable” (Benmayor et al., p. 255) 
 
-Mexican immigrant-based unincorporated communities are practically 
invisible within Monterey County’s traditional decision-making process.

 
 

 
 





-Pajaro Commons was a 54 unit development that did not come to pass 
due to the probability of liquefaction in the event of an earthquake. 
 
-Pajaro Commons/Pajaro Park is .4 miles down the river from the 
proposed location.











AMBAG SURVEY 
 










