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QOctober 17, 2008 Tn response refer to:
1514163w32008.5!3.00380 N

Monterey Coun
Planning and Blilding

Carl Holm, Assistant Director Inspection Administration

Monterey County Planning Department
168 W. Alisal Street, 2" Floor 0CT 20 2008

Salinas, California 93901 RECEIVED
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the September 2008 Draft Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR) for the 2007 Monterey County General Plan. NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) received a notice seeking written comments on the DEIR on Septeniber5, 2008.
Our comments on the September 2008 DEIR for the 2007 Monterey County General Plan are
provided below. Please also refer to our October 2, 2006, comments we provided to the  °
Monterey County Plapning Department on:the County of Monterey’s Draft Program -« -,
Environmental Impact Report for the 2006 Monterey Couaty General Plan.

it o st

Many rivers, streams, and creeks within Monterey County support federally-threatened South-

Central California Coast (S-CCC) Distinct Population Segment (DPS) steelhead:(Oncorhynchus. L

wedF e o pykissy 71:FR.834). "Meany of theses:watercourses are designated as criticalhabitat for 8-CCE-~* -~ ©*
H 300 LU steelhead (70 FR. 52488).- NMFS is responsible for the protection of S-CO@:sielheddipursuaht ¢ - | * - 2 T
j.1w-.. . tothe Federal Endangered Species Act-(ESA) of 1973,-as ameaded (1 6U.S.C.1531 etseg.)-and. .. | v ik
implementing regulations promulgated thereunder. IR T T R B

N NMES has determined the S-CCC steelhead DPS is suffering a:significant.declinein onepalliia: o § - e Dug
abundance and productivity, is becoming increasingly fragmented, and that four sub-populations '
have become or are nearly extirpated. These population trends in copjunction with the large - -
scale anthropogenic influences (e.g., water diversions, the influences of large dams, agricultural
practices {including irrigation], urbanization, loss of wetlands and riparian areas, roads, grazing,
gravel mining, and logging) on habitat conditions lead to the conclusion that this DPS continues
to decline toward extinction. Further adverse effects to steelhead and their designated critical
habitat as a result of water use are of primary concen 10 NMFS relative to the DEIR.

v i ehlme mier b e e e

i e -Specifiec eomments

Page 4.3-14 refirs to “{he central coast steelhead?” buf shovld be changed o South-Central
California Coast steelhead. i 3 D ey

ot




F-1

Page 4.3-78 states, “Work in Salinas River and Arroyo Seco River channels is exempted if it is
covered by a (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 5-year regional Section 404 permit, approved by
the (California Department of Fish and Game), and approved by the (Monterey County Water
Resources Agency).” This sentence is incorrect. The existing S-year regional Section 404
permit expires on October 31, 2008, and does not include any channel maintenance activities in.
the’Arroyo Seco River. We expect the Monterey County Water Resources ‘Agericy will apply for ‘|
another 5-year regional Section 404 from the U.S., Army Corps of Engineers, which will require
Federal Endangered Species Act consultation between NMFS and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineets; we do not expect the Monterey County Water Resources Agency will propose to
authorize channel maintenance activities in the Arroyo Seco River.

Page 4.3-97: We support the development and adoption of a stream setback ordinance, Setbacks
must be adequate to (1) sufficiently remove harmful human activities near watercourses, and (2)

' prevent the need forcostly.and invasive human interventions in the streamrecesysteminEhe on oo
stream setback ordinance should apply not only to those rivers and creeks listed on page 4.3-97,
but to all watercourses supporting steelhead. We would like to work with Monterey County on
the development of a stream setback ordinance because local regtilations affecting stream

corridor health and function directly, affect our ability to conserve and protect steelhead and theijr
habitat, :

Page 4.3-103; Area Plan Policies:. -Although some Area Plans have supplemental policies
supporting water quality protection related to construction impacts on soil erosion and

¥ iaTr i T TN

sedimentation, all Area Plans should have policies regarding construction-related soil erosion
-and sedimentation. . = . . - ... - d

= -'."--:—.‘_.’:[_E'- FLE "

i :-i’agfé 49:4rThe D Rsmdigillﬁwlﬁgﬂmat NMEFS has listed approxamatelﬂl:?ﬂmﬂesﬁirmaé‘ stk ':’ud
iy designatedseritieal fabirardn:Monterey: Gourity for S-CCC DPS$ steelhead andideseribedionathatisid6  msney.

e b General Blan will avoid.impacts to steelhead critical habitat. ., .. .

[ PREE AR | :

. Pﬁge 4.9-1: The DEIR dgés' ﬁot address iagoonslesfﬁaries w1th1n Montm'ey County.i Th&DEIR!:

1

L T O PR
L ') o Nt AN S il e Pem w

7

i s L _sholld deseribe how the Gieneral: Plan.will.avoid impacts to these.important babitatsss i Siede s oo

Page 4.9-48: When referring to the issaance of 2 biological opinion, the DEIR should staté that . -} -

NMFS, in addition.to the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service, also issues biologieal opinions. ..

Page 4.9-47; Endangered Species Act: The ESA was enacted to identify species at risk.of..
extinction, to provide a means to.help such species recover, and to protect the ecosystems of
which declining species are a part. Section 9 of the ESA prohibitions on ‘take’ applies to the
activities of everyone — every state, city, and county govemment, every business, and every

citizen. - Local agencies are liable under the ESA for issuing permits which result iri take of - -

federally-protected species.

In addition to sections 7 and 10 of the ESA, section 4(d) has rules that include a set of limits on.

8

the application of the ESA ‘take’ prohibitions for specific categories of activities that contribute



to the conservation of listed steelhead or adequately limit their adverse impacts. The lumts can 9
be thought of .as exceptions to the ‘take’ prohibitions.

One of the limits, Limit No. 12 — Municipal, Residential, Commercial and Industrial
Development and Redevelopment (MRCI), may be applicable to Monterey County.- As a general
. matter, MRCI development (and redevelopment) has a significant potential to degrade habitat
Ter o= anid injurdor kill steelhead’in a variety of Wways. With appropriate safeguards, MRCT * ~ "'~ ™
' development can be specifically tailored to minimize impacts on listed fish to the extent that’ 10
! additional Federal protections would not be needed to conserve the listed DPS. To be approved
for a limit on ESA ‘take’ prohibitions, a program must adequately contribute to the conservation
of salmonids and meet their biological requirements. By providing limitation from take liability,
NMEFS encourages governments and private citizens to adjust their programs and activities to be
“salmon safe”. For more information, contact NMFS or see hitp://www.nwr.noaa.gov/ESA-
Salmon—Regulatmns-Permﬂst—RuleslIndex cfm.
SR IR RN IANIENL R S0 30 ) LRI RS YRR RRA RN S0 ST A B e e TR 0N Ce el V1R I R e
Page 4.9-55; Section 4.9.5.2: . “NMFS” should be added to the end of the f1rst two paragraphs o |11
read ...“or rcgulatlons or by the CDFG, USFWS, or NMFS..

v <o Page 4.9-74:/Pursuant to- Mitigation Measure BIO-1.3, we recormmend the County ¢ contact
NMEFS when proposed projects may affect steelhead or their habitat. If the project will not take
or harm listed fish, then there is no need to modify the activity, or to contact NMFS. If, - T12

+ »i: “however, after reviewing the project, it seems likely it will take or harm listed fish, or-there is -
uncertainty about whether take or harm may occur, the acting agency, entity, or individual
should contact NMFS to seek more information on evaluating the project’s impacts and
determining ways to avoid harming the fish and violating the ESA.

71" Thahk you again for the oppotpuiit ty to-coiitnenton the DEIR and we ook forward:to working: s = p.sutes b
y iv:with the.Cotiaty in thefuturetPledse contaét-Mr; Bill:Stevens at (707):575-6066 01 wia g+ mml ab a7 REel
% - William.Stevens @noaa.gow, if you have any. questions concerning these COMMENLS: . vuiie 7 4. st i rm 20 2aistommese

L e T
e »

‘Dick Butlen'
Santa Rosa Area Office Supervisor
Protected Resources Division

cc: Russ Strach NMEFES, Sacramento
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a. Adopt aresolution amending Resolution No. 19-127 providing for the appointment of Business
and Public Agency Representatives to the Big Sur Byway Organization;

b. Appointment of Rick Aldinger, representing the Big Sur Chamber of Commerce, to the Big Sur
Byway Organization as the Business Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023;

¢. Appointment of John “Fin” Eifert, representing the United States Forest Service, to the Big Sur
Byway Organization as a Public Agency Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023; and

d. Appointment of Marcos Ortega, representing California State Parks, to the Big Sur Byway
Organization as a Public Agency Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors:

a. Adopt a resolution amending Resolution No. 19-127 providing for the appointment of Business
and Public Agency Representatives to the Big Sur Byway Organization;

b. Appoint Rick Aldinger, representing the Big Sur Chamber of Commerce, to the Big Sur Byway
Organization as the Business Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023;

c. Appoint John “Fin” Eifert, representing the United States Forest Service, to the Big Sur Byway
Organization as a Public Agency Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023; and

d. Appoint Marcos Ortega, representing California State Parks, to the Big Sur Byway Organization
as a Public Agency Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

On April 30, 2019, the Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution No. 19-127, which established the
Big Sur Byway Organizaiion (Master Resolution). The Organization is composed of 9 members or
“representatives” consisting of: 5 Resident Representatives, 1 Business Representative, and 3 Public
Agency Representatives (1 each from: U.S. Forest Service; California Department of Parks and
Recreation; California Department of Transportation). A copy of the Master Resolution and its
accompanying Board Report is enclosed as Attachment A.

Resolution No. 19-127 further provided for the nomination of the Resident Representatives by the 5th
District Supervisor, and appointment by a majority of the full Board. While the intent was to provide
for the same process for the Business and Public Agency Representatives, it was not explicit in the
resolution. This amendment would provide for the appointment of all representatives to the Big Sur
Byway Organization in a similar manner - nominated by the 5th District Supervisor and appointed by a
majority of the Board. A proposed resolution is enclosed as Attachment B, The District 5 Supervisor
has provided nominations for some of those positions on the Big Sur Byway Organization; copies of
the nominations are enclosed as Attachment C.

Monterey County Page 1 Printed on 6/25/2020
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
This amendment was developed in coordination between County Counsel and RMA. District 5
provided the nominations for the Board to consider.

FINANCING:
The Big Sur Byway Organization is staffed by Caltrans so there is no impact on the County General
Fund.

Funding for staff time associated with the services to be provided by the Agency to the County will
come from fees collected by the RMA so there will be no impact to the current fiscal year budget.
Budgets and fees for FY 2019/20 and beyond will account for any fiscal changes.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS STRATEGIC INITIATIVES:

These actions will provide for the more efficient provision of development related services to
the residents of the County, thus contributing to economic development, and helping to ensure
proper health and safety, and infrastructure for such development.

Mark a check to the related Board of Supervisors Strategic Initiatives

X Economic Development
X Administration

__Health & Human Services
X Infrastructure

X Public Safety

Prepared by:

Leslie J. Girﬁd, Chief Assistant County Counsel

John M. Dugan, FAICP, Deputy Director, RMA

Approved by:

Carl Holm, RMA Director

Attachments:
A. Resolution 19-127 and Associated Board Report
B. Draft Resolution
C. Nominations
Board Report

Monterey County Page 2 Printed on 6/25/2020
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Version: 1 Matter Type: General Agenda ltem

a. Adopt a resolution amending Resolution No. 19-127 providing for the appointment of Business
and Public Agency Representatives to the Big Sur Byway Organization;

b. Appointment of Rick Aldinger, representing the Big Sur Chamber of Commerce, to the Big Sur
Byway Organization as the Business Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023;

¢. Appointment of John “Fin” Eifert, representing the United States Forest Service, to the Big Sur
Byway Organization as a Public Agency Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023; and

d. Appointment of Marcos QOrtega, representing California State Parks, to the Big Sur Byway
Organization as a Public Agency Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors:

a. Adopt a resolution amending Resolution No. 19-127 providing for the appointment of Business
and Public Agency Representatives to the Big Sur Byway Organization;

b. Appoint Rick Aldinger, representing the Big Sur Chamber of Commerce, to the Big Sur Byway
Organization as the Business Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023;

¢. Appoint John “Fin” Eifert, representing the United States Forest Service, to the Big Sur Byway
Organization as a Public Agency Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023; and

d. Appoint Marcos Ortega, representing California State Parks, to the Big Sur Byway Organization
as a Public Agency Representative, for a term ending May 1, 2023,

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

On April 30, 2019, the Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution No. 19-127, which established the
Big Sur Byway Organization (Master Resolution). The Organization is composed of 9 members or
“representatives” consisting of: 5 Resident Representatives, 1 Business Representative, and 3 Public
Agency Representatives (1 each from: U.S. Forest Service; California Department of Parks and
Recreation; California Department of Transportation). A copy of the Master Resolution and its
accompanying Board Report is enclosed as Attachment A.

Resolution No. 19-127 further provided for the nomination of the Resident Representatives by the 5th
District Supervisor, and appointment by a majority of the full Board. While the intent was to provide
for the same process for the Business and Public Agency Representatives, it was not explicit in the
resolution. This amendment would provide for the appointment of all representatives to the Big Sur
Byway Organization in a similar manner - nominated by the 5th District Supervisor and appointed by a
majority of the Board. A proposed resolution is enclosed as Attachment B. The District 5 Supervisor
has provided nominations for some of those positions on the Big Sur Byway Organization; copies of
the nominations are enclosed as Attachment C.

Monteray County Page 1 Printed on 6/26/2020
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
This amendment was developed in coordination between County Counsel and RMA. District 5
provided the nominations for the Board to consider.

FINANCING:
The Big Sur Byway Organization is staffed by Caltrans so there is no impact on the County General
Fund.

Funding for staff time associated with the services to be provided by the Agency to the County will
come from fees collected by the RMA so there will be no impact to the current fiscal year budget.
Budgets and fees for FY 2019/20 and beyond will account for any fiscal changes.

BOARD QF SUPERVISORS STRATEGIC INITIATIVES:

These actions will provide for the more efficient provision of development related services to
the residents of the County, thus contributing to economic development, and helping to ensure
proper health and safety, and infrastructure for such development,

Mark a check to the related Board of Supervisors Strategic Initiatives

X Economic Development
X Administration

__Health & Human Services
X Infrastructure

X Public Safety

Prepared by:

Leslie J. Girard, Chief Assistant County Counsel

John M. Dugan, FAICP, Deputy Director, RMA

Approved by:

Carl Holm, RMA Director

Attachments:
A. Resolution 19-127 and Associated Board Report
B. Draft Resolution
C. Nominations
Board Report

Monterey County Page 2 Printed on 6/25/2020
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Carl Holm, Assistamt Director

Monterey County Planning Department ‘FM-"'&-" ‘;‘I’ o7

168 West Alisal Street, 2nd Floor 43T pM

Salinas, CA 93901

Subject: Montérey County 2007 General Plan Draft EIR

Dear Mr. Holm:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Program Environmental Impact Repont
(EIR) for the Monterey County 2007 General Plan. Please note that we have previously
provided comments on the earlier version of the EIR (letter of April 2, 2004), on the Notice of
Preparation for the EIR for the 2006 General Plan document (letter of March 14, 2006), on the
Draft EIR for the 2006 General Plan document (letter dated October 16, 2006), and on the {1
General Plan drafts themselves, including, most recently our letter of July 25, 2006. Please
continue to consider those previous comments as the County moves forward with subsequent
General Plan drafts and environmental review. The purpose of this letter is not 10 refierate those
past comments, but rather is provide some general feedback regarding the relationship of the
General Plan to the Local Coastal Program (LCP) and related CEQA documents, .

As we have noted previously, we understand it is not the County’s intent 1o use any part of the
General Plan document as the basis for an LCP amendment or update. We firther understand
that any such LCP update amendments pursued by the County will be pursued scparately in the
furure through their own planning processes, As a result, and due to ongoing budget and staffing
shortfalls, we have not thoroughly reviewed the current docoments, preferving insread to allot our
available review time to future coastal zone documents and proposals. However, despite 5
indications in the text that the General Plan and EIR are meant to cover only the inland portions
of the County, cursory review of the EIR document indicares that a significant amount of data
collection appears to have been included for the coastal zone portion of the County, and is
represented in various exhibits, tables, and text throughout the document (e.g., the Biological
Resources chapter shows and describes vegetation cover, special-status species, and habitats in
the entire County), Althongh we understand the need to provide overall context in the EIR,
given the County’s stated position regarding the General Plan’s lack of relationship to the coastal
zone, we have not reviewed this information in relation to coastal zone resources and potential
LCP updates and/or amendments related thereto. Please clarify if our understanding is incorrect,
and the EIR/General Plan is intended to form the basis for future LCP plauning. If so, we may
have more comments for you,
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Carl Hoim, Monterey County
2007 General Plan Draft EIR
February 2, 2009

Page 2

In any event, we look forward to seeing a revised final EIR that addresses these and previous
comments that we have submitted. Please contact me if you have any questions or would like o
discuss our comments further,

cc: OPR Clearinghouse
AMBAG Clearinghouse
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Dear Mr. Holm: o -?:[ Pm

Subject. Draft Environmental impact Report (DEIR) for the 2007 Monterey County General Plan

The Department of Conservation’s (Department) Division of Land Resource Protection (Division)
has reviewad the DEIR for the referenced project. The Division monitors fatmiand conversion
on a statewide basjs and administers the Califomia |.and Conservation (Williamson) Act and
other agricultural lad conservation programs. We offer the fokowing comments and
recommengations with respect to the project's Impacts onagricultural land and resourcas.

Project Description

The 2007 General Plan is a comprehensive update to the existing 1€822 Monterey County .
General Plan providing goals and polices to guide future development and to praserve
natural and agricul:ural rescurces from wban encroachment to 2030, The 2007 Plan covers
all unincorporated portions of the County. The 2007 General Plan directs urbanization {o
Incorparated ciies and to designated Community Areas and Rural Centers. As maximum
development potertial is not expected to occur during the 2007 planning horizon, the Plan
also provides analygis for ionger-term full bulid out to 2092,

Imgortant Farmiands

The DEIR states there are 238,142 acres Identified as Important Farmland and 1,065,577
acres of grazing land. 763,396 acres are prolected under Wililamson Act contracts, Farmiand

Security Zone (FS:Z) or other enforceable rastrictions as of 2007. The DEIR does an 2

admirable job of discussing the existing environmental setting. We suggest the following be
Included in the Final Environmental Impact Report {FEIR) related to changes in agricultural
resources proposed by implementaiion of the 2607 Generai Plan.

The DEIR references that additional Information pertaining to the Department's important
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring can be found under section 4,2.2 {see section 4.2.3.3,
reference to regukitory framework), The reference is incorrect; the correct refersnces is 4.2.4.

Grazing lands are an imporiant natural/agricuttural resource in Monteroy County. The
Department suggests the FEIR include the Dapariment's Monterey County Important
Farmiand Map. The 2008 Map is available at the Department's website and indicates the
iocation of grazing [ands In the County.

The Departasent of Conservaticn's mission is ta balance foddy s noeds, with samarrow's chellenges and fastsr intelligens, sussinable

and efficient use of Califormia’s energy, land, avd mineral resources.

&
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The DEIR indicates that implementation of the 2007 Generatl Plan will result in the :
converslon-of 2,571 acres-of Impertant faymiand-to urban fand uses. -Of this amount; 476-
acres of important farmland are within incorporated citles Sphere of Influence, The DEIR
states that conversion of the remaining acreage is most likely te aceur in the Community
Areas of Boronda, (Castroville, Chualar and Pajara. The Department recommends the FEIR
include a tabie indidating the estimaied breakdown of imperiant farmiand acreage figures
per Area Plan. The table could be similar to Table 4.9-2 that indicatas the approximate
acreage of different vegetation types by Cammunity Areas,

The Department supports the County’s proposed policy to adopt and implement a program to
mitigate for the loss of Important Farmland resuiting from a change of land use designation or
annexation. Until the program is established, the County may wish io consider that the
California Farmlanc Conservancy Program Is authorized to accept donafions of funds i the
Depariment of Con::ervation is the designated beneficiary and it agrees to use the funds for
purposes of the program in a county specified by the donor.

Willlamson Act Lands

The Department ret:ommends that the County's more restrictive Williamson Act.contract
terms (20-year versus 10-year) be included in the discussion of Williamson Act contracts in
Section 4.2.4.1. Additionally, we recommend that Exhibit 4.2.2 be replaced with the Monterey
County 2007 Williarnson Act Map. The map Is avallable from the Department website and
provides a compret.ensive picture of the County Wiliamson Act prime and nonprime lands,
Famland Security :’one lands and lands undergoing nonrenewal of the contract.

The DEIR states thit implementation of the 2007 General Plan will result in the conversion
of 6,874 acres of Willlamson Act land to urban uses. The DEIR also indicatés that 299 of
the 6,874 acres designated for conversion, are located within the Spheras of Influence of
the County’s incorpsrated cities. The Depariment suggests the FEIR breakdown the 8,874
acres to the numbe- of Williamson Act prime and nonprime acres. Addhionally, the FEIR
could include a tabl: that provides readers a breakdown of where conversion of Williamsan
Act acreage is expected, l.e, 40 Williamson Act prime acres in the City of Castrovilie,

Thank you for the osportunity to comment on the DEIR. if you have questions on our )
comments, or require technical assistance or information on agricultural land conseyvation,
pleasa conlact Adelz | agomarsino at 801 K Street, MS 18-01, Sacramento, California
95814; or, phone (918) 445-8411. :
Sincerely,

Dané

Program Manager

Wililamson Act Progjram

cc:  State Clearinghouse
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Subject: Draft General Plan 2007 (DGP)
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR)
SCH No. 2007121001

Dear Mr. Holm: ¢

The Department of Fish and Game has reviewed the Monterey County Draft General
Plan 2007 and the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) which addresses the
adoption of the General Plan Update. We recognize this dreft represents a monumental
effort to update the 1982 General Plan and commend the Gounty on its efforts to :
address the challenges of balancing varlous and competing needs into the foresesable
future. We endorse the guiding objectives of the DGP, and offer comments with the -
intent of eupporting implementation of those objectives. 1

The Department's comments are focused on helping the County identify and conserve
the unique and characteristio natural resources found throughout Monterey County. We
recognize the desirablity of concentrating growth into those areas where there is
exisfing or planned infrastructure and insuring the continued viability of agriculiural
lands in the County. We believe both these objectives are consistent with the objective
of protection of areas of important natural resources. We offer the foliowing comments
to akd in general plan implementation and protectien of public trust resources.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Authority: The Department is a
Trustee Agency with the responsibility under CEQA for commenting on projects
that could impact fish and wildlife resources. Pursuant to Fish and Game Code
Section 1802, the Department has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and 2
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologlcally
sustainable populations of those spacies. As a Trustes Agency for fish and wildlife
resources, the Department is responsible for providing, as avallable, blological expertise
to réview and comment on environmental documents and impacts arising from project
activities, as those terms are used under CEQA.

Conserving Caﬁfonm s Wildlife Since 1870
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Habitat Connectlvity: The Department supports incorporating open space goals
and policles to provide for habitat connectivity hetween conservation lands within the
County and between neighboring counties. California’s Wildlife Action Plan
(http:/lwww.dfg.ca.gov/wildiife/wap/repori.himl) directs us to work with local agencies
to protect large, relatively unfragmented habitat areas, wildlife comridors, and
under-protected ecological community types. The Department recommends a
comprehensive approach to producing a map of existing and potential open space
areas and a wildlife corridor system to connect those areas.

The Western Govemors Association (WGA) recently recognized the importance of
maintaining wildlife corridors and crucial wildlife habitat with a 2007 policy resclution
entitled “Protecting Wildlife Migration Cormidors and Crucial Wildlife Habitat in the West."
The WGA 2008 “Wildlife Corridors Initiative Report” summarized the importance of open
spaces and wildlife comridors: “Large, intact and functioning ecosystems, healthy fish
and wildlife populations, and public access to natural landscapes contribute to the
West's quality of life and economic well-being. Important wildlife movement corridors
and crucial wildlife habitafs within these landscapes are critical to maintaining these
Western qualities”. The full report can be found at
(htip://www.westgov.orgiwgalinitiatives/corridors/index. hirm).

Development, agricultural conversion, and overuse of water resources increasingly
isolate the County’s open space areas and reduce their fish and wildlife habliat values.
Many of the protected open space areas are foo small to maintain vieble isolated wildlife
populations. In many cases, only the surrounding unprotected open space areas allow
gpecies to persist within the protected areas by providing larger habitat patches and
corridors connecting to larger habitat patches. Maintaining species diversity within open
spaces will require expanding protected areas and maintalning habltat connectivity
between them. Incorporating wildlife corridors into the Conservation and Open Space
Element would facilitate species conservation and, therefore, maintain the value of open |
space within Monterey County.

To facilitate conservation of habitat linkages, the Department recommends that the
general plan include an overlay map of linkages required to maintain wildlife populations
in protected areas and other important habitat patches which are likely to remain
undeveloped. Without a map representing the important linkages, planning efforts are
likely to slowly erode remaining habitat connectivity and result in projects with
significant, unmitigated impacts. A general connectivity map can be developed without
being parcel-specific. General plan policy should be developed to protact connectivity
in the mapped linkages.
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Some important linkages to maintain and/or enhance include the following: Santa Lucia
to Gabilan Mountains, Gabilan/Diablos to Santa Gruz Mountains, Santa Lucias to Fort
Ord, and the Monterey Peninsula to Santa Lucias. The Department would be happy to
work with you on mapping these linkages, identifying other important linkages, and
developing effective policy for thelr maintenance.

Goal AG-4 Proposed Winery Corridors: The proposed winery corridors falf within
San Joaquin kit fox range. Associated policy should include requirements to minimize
habitat fragmentation. In addition to kit fox habitat connectivity, linkages are necessary
to aliow wildiife movement beiwesn river corridors and upland habitats, and between
the Gabilan and Santa Lucia mountzin ranges.

Where a project has the potential to Inhibit wildlife movements, it should be designed to
minimize the potential impacts to wildlife movement. To reduce crop damage and '
subsequent depredation permit requesis to the Department, policy should require
fencing to limit desr access to any new vineyards. General Plan policies should also
require that any wire mesh fencing in 8an Joaquin kit fox range be constructed of mesh
not smaller than six (8) by six (8) Inches at ground level or other designs which are
permeable 1o kit fox. General Plan policies for winery corridors should require breaks
evlmhzs miles to allow passage of all wildlife where winery projects would fragment
wi abitat.

Goal AG-5: Goal AG-5 promotes compatibifity between agricultural uses and
environmental resocurces, speoifically golls and water quality. We support this goal and
request that policles under AG-5 also promote compatibliRy between agriculturaf uses
and blological resources. The DEIR identifies substantial impacts to biological
resources resulting from anticipated agricuttural expansion under the proposed General
Plan. For example, the DEIR anticipates the loss of 7,709 acres of annual grasslands,
due to development, and 7,536 acres due {0 agricultural conversion, with no means
cumently identified fo compensate for San Joaquin kit fox habitat [osses.

Goal 08-5: This proposed goal would "Conserve designated critical habitat for listed
plant and animal species designated as federal or state threatened or endangered
species and critical habitate designated in area plans.” The Deparbment recommends
clarifying the term "critical habitat,” revising this goal and subsequent policies to be
consistent with the CEQA definition of "endangered, rare, or threatened species,” and
reevaluating the reference to area plan species lists since the area plans do not appear
to contain specles lists.

"Critical habltat” is a Federal designation applied to some Federaily fisted species. It
applies only to Federal projects. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)




02-03-09

()

.Sinca the DGP is a “praoject,” as defined by CEQA, and an intent of CEQA is to avoid,

18:47 FROW-DFG 559 2433004 T-282 P.005/008 F-808

S-3

Cari Holm
February 3, 2009
Page 4

has not designated critical habitat for many Federally listed species. The State has no
equivalent designation for State-listed species. -

While the Department supports the goal of conserving ciitical habitat, we note that this
goal and its supporting policies seem to misinterpret “crifical habitat—applying it to
State-listed species, species designated by area plans, and Federally listed species
which may have no critical habitat designation. Policies 08-1.7, 1.8, 5.1, 5.17, refer to
different classes of resources with “critical habifat.” This may lead to confusion when
policies are applied to projects. Clarification of the term “critical habitat’ and revising the
goals and policies to reflect the CEQA definition of “endangered, rare, or threatened,”
may aid In more effective general plan implementation.

The CEQA Guidelines define "endangered, rare, or threatened” in Section 15380.

minimize, and {as a last resorf) compensate for impacts to endangered, rare, or

threatened species, Goal OS-5 should be consistent with the CEQA definition. The

CEQA definition includes all species listed under the Siate and Federal Endangered

Species Acts as well as those species which meet the criteria in Section 15380(b). For

example, the California Native Plant Society maintains lists of rare specles which meet

:Ihe, cniteria for CEQA consideration, but are not on State or Federal endangered species
sts. '

The proposed 0S-5 language referring to species listed in area plans is problematic
because the area plans presented in the DGP do not designate species or critical
habitats fo be conserved. i the area plans will contaln lists, they should be consistent
with the CEQA definition of “endangered, rare, or threatened” as discussed above.
Species which may not meet the criteria in Section 15380(b), but are of local
Importance, can be included in addition to those which meet the CEQA criteria. The
area plans should also recognize that the status of specles will change over time; any
area plan lists should not be considerad static.

Policy 0S-5.4: This goal relies on the USFWS to prescribe mitigation measures for
projects which affect criticat habitat. This may be problematic because Federal critical
habitat designations apply only to Federal projects, We are unaware of any mechanism
that wouid require the USFWS to consult on non-Federal actions which may affect
critical habitat. The Department recommends developing a general plan policy which
parallels the Federal Endangered Species Act critical habitat regulations by requiring
the County and its applicants to develop mitigation which avolds destroying or adversely
modifying critical habitat.
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Mitigation Measure BIO-1.3 and Policy 08-5.6: Mitigation measure BIO-1.3 In the
DEIR and policy 08-5.6 in the DE!R require biological surveys only for projects which
the County determines would affect special status species or sensitive natural
communities. This may lead to a biological survey requirement only when special
status species are already known to ocour on a project site. The Department
recommends that this measure and policy be revised to require that biological surveys
should be required fo defermine if projects would affect biological resources.

One reasonable trigger may be to require biclogical surveys when a project would
disturb or remove naturally accurring (including naturalized) vegetation. Such a policy
would cormmespond with the botanical survey guldelines developed by the Department
(hitp:/Avww.dfg.ca.goviblogeodata/cnddb/pdfs/quideplt.pdf). Other circumstances may
also warrant biological surveys even when naturally occunring vegetation would not be
disturbed or removed, such as when building demolition could result in the loss of
important bat roosts and the direct “take” of bats. Adopting a general plan policy 1o hire
biological stsff may aid In determining appropriate biological studles for each project.

Requiring surveys to determine if a project would affect biological resources, rather than
requlring surveys when It is already known that a project may affect biological
resources, would strengthen subsequent CEQA reviews in the following ways:

» asslst in determining whether projects which would normally be categorically
exempt may not be exempt bacause of location or a reasonable possibility of
a significant effect (CEQA Guidelines §15300.2 (a) and (o)); circumstances
which would go undetected in the absence of biological surveys

+ assist in establishing basefines for CEQA reviews as required by CEQA
Guidelines Section 15125

s assist in disclosing the impacts of a project
* assist in conserving biclogical resources which are currsntly undocumented

Policy 0S-5.12: This policy requires Department consultation for Impacts to "Areas of
Special Biological Significance” (ASBS). While we support the underlying intent to
protect these areas and would participate In discussions of impacts fo them, please note
that these areas are designated by the State Water Resources Control Board. The
extents of ASBSs do not represant the range of species and natural communities which
should be addressed in CEQA analyses. As a Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife
resources, the Department is responsible for providing, as availabls, biological expertise
fo review and comment on environmental documents and impacts arising from all
CEQA project activities. '
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Affordable Housing Overlay Area for the Monterey Airport and Vicinity: The
Department requests that the area identified for affordable housing near the Monterey
Airport be reconsidered. The area bounded by State Route €8, Olmstead Road, Via
Malpaso, and the unnamed drainage to the east is an intact coastal terrace prairie
dominated by native perennial grasses. The combination of this plant community with
the mima-mound topography found on-site is exceptionally rare, often associated with
rare endemic plant species, and typically comprises wetlands as defined by the
California State Fish and Game Commission. This particular site is known to support
several endemic, special status plant species, some of which indicate seasonal
wetlands in coastal prairies:

Table 1. Special-Status Plant Species Known to Occur at the Affordable Overlay
Area for the Monterey Airport and Vicinity

Species Common Name Status

Alflum hickmanii Hickman's onion CNPS 1B.2
Cordylanthus rigidus asp. seaside bird’s beak SE, CNPS 1B.1
littoralis

Piperia yadonii Yadon'’s piperia FE, CNPS 1B.1
Trifollum polyodon Pacific Grove clover SR, CNPS 1B.1
Trifolium buckwestiorum Santa Cruz clover CNPS 1B.1

SE: Stale Endangerad; FE: Faderal Endangered; SR State Rare; CNPS 1B.1: Calffomia Native Plant Sociaty seriqusty endsngerad .

in California; CNPS 18,2 falfly enangered in Calfomia.

Development of this site may require an Incidental Take Permit, pursuant to

Sectior1 2080 of Department of Fish and Game Code. For State Rare specles such as
Pacific Grove clover, we oumrently do not have 2 mechanism to penmit “take.” The
Department recommends that this site be managed for its significant natural resource
values instead of being targeted for housing. :

Lockwood Rural Center: The proposed Lockwood Rural Center boundaries inciude
Critical Habitat for the Federal endangered vernal pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta
Hynchii). The proposed rural center area south of Jolon Road, and a portion of the area
north of Joion Road and west of Lockwood-Jolon Road, overlaps entirely with Critical
Habitat Unit 20A as designated by the USFWS, Deslignating this area as a rural center
for development conflicts with the proposed general plan Goal OS-5, which would
“conserve designated critical habltats...” In addition, much of the overlapping area
appears to contain vernal pool and swale features, Please see our other comments
above regarding Goal 0S-5 and the use of the term “critical habitat.”

10
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Oak Tree Replacement: The North County and Carmel area plans require 1:1 oak tree
replacement with 1-gallon plantings. The remaining area plans contain no vak tres
replacement policies. Al the planning areas contain oak woodlands. The Department
resommends an oak woodland and oak tres policy for all planning areas. Policy should
be developed to minimize or avoid the net loss of oak woodlands. '

Tree pianfing mitigation ratios are typically greater than 1:1 to compensate for tree
plantings which fail to reach maturity. Allowing a 1:1 ratic will likely lead to a net loss In 12
trees, potentially resulting in unmitigated impacts.

In addition, tree plantings alone may nhot mitigate the loss of an oak woodland.
Therefore, we recommend devaloping poficy which requires replacing areas of ogk
woadiands when a project displaces oak woodlande. Public Resources Code (PRC)
Section 21083.4 outlines the tools available to offset significant oak woodland impacts.
The Depariment encourages general plan policy which reflects the provisions of PRC
Section 21083.4. The provisions Include oak woodland conservation easements,
replacement free plantings with a seven-year maintenance periad, restoration of
degraded oak woodlands, and contributions to the Oak Woodlands Conservation Fund.
The Department is willing to provide a letter of support should the County submit a grant
proposal to abtain funds to develop an oak conservation aelement for the general plan,
oak protection ordinance, or an oak woodland management plan, pursuant to the Oak’
Woodiands Conservation Act.

Mitigation Measure Bi0O-1.2: The Department supports this measure and encourages
Its implementation, which would require the County to develop a conservation plan to
sustaln the Salinas Valiey San Joaguin kit fox population. A Natural Communities 13
Congi?lsivaﬂon Plan may be an appropriate tool for tha Salinas Valley and adjeining
foothills. ‘

Thank you for the opportunity to comment an the 2007 General Plan and DEIR. If
you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact Dave Hacker,
Environmental Scientist, at 3196 Higuera Strest, Suite A, San Luis Obispo,
California 93401, by telephone at (805) 594-8152, or email at dhacker@dfg.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

prins 2L obins, PhD

Jeffrey R. Single, PhD.
Regional Manager

cc:  See Page Eight
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¢c:  United States Fish and
Wildiife Service
2492 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 83003

ec: Terry Palmisano
Deb Hillyard
Linda Connolly
Jeff Cann
Department of Fish and Game
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA—THE NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION
$San Benito-Monterey Unit

2221 Gardan Road

Monterey, California 93940
{831) 333-2600 FAX: (831) 333-2660
Websile: www fire.ca.gov

January 13, 2009

Carl Holm, Assistant Director
RMA-Planning Department
168 West Alisal Street
Salinas, California 93901

Dear Mr. Holm:

This letter is in response to your request for comments'on the Comprehensive Update
of the 1982 Monterey County General Plan. The California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) administrative unit charged with wildiand fire protection in
Monterey County is known as the San Benito—Monterey Unit. CAL FIRE provides
wildland fire protection to 1.3 million acres of State Responsibility Area (SRA) from
seven fire stations and one conservation camp located in Monterey County. In addition
to the CAL FIRE equipment located within Monterey County, there are two air tankers,
an aerial command aircraft and a helicopter located in adjacent San Benito County.
The state funded fire equipment located in Monterey County is sufficient to meet the
stated CAL FIRE goal of controlling 95% of SRA wild fires in the first burning period. 1

Structural fire protection in the county (Local Responsibility Area or LRA) is the
responsibility of local government and is provided by various fire protection districts and
special districts, of which five have contracts with CAL FIRE to manage and staff their
departments. Pebble Beach Community Services District, Cypress Fire Protection
District, Carmel Highlands Fire Protection District, Aromas Tri-County Fire Protection
District, and South Monterey County Fire Protection District all contract with CAL FIRE.

As | am sure you are aware, the State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
(BOF/Board) is required by the Government Code (GC) Section 65302.5 to review and
make recommendations on the fire safety element of general plan updates. The review
and recommendations apply to general plans with SRA (Public Resources Code 4125)
or Very High Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZ) (GC 51175).

CONSERVATICN IS WISE-KEEP CALIFORNIA GREEN AND GOLDEN
PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONSERVE ENERGY. FOR TIPS AND INFORMATION, VISIT "FLEX YOUR POWER" AT WWW,CA,GOV.



In order to assist you and your staff, | have attached a copy of the State Board of
Forestry and Fire Protection General Plan Fire Safety Element Standard
Recommendations. | am confident that you will find them useful in your revision
process.

If | can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to call.
Sincerely,

GEORGE W. HAINES
Unit Chief

By

Robert E. Taylor /7 {

Assistant Chief

Aftachment
cc: Brian Barrette
Chris Zimny
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Purpose and Background: The State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (BOF/Board) is
required fo review and make recommendations to the fire safety element of general plan updates in
accordance with Government Code (GC) §65302.5. The review and recommendations apply to those
general plans with State Responsibility Area (SRA) (Public Resources Code 4125) or Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZ) (GC 51175).

The statutory requirements for the Board review and recommendations pursuant to GC 656302.5
(a)(1) and (2), and (b} are as follows:

® "The draft elements... to the fire safety element of a county's or a city's general plan...shall be
submitted to the Board at least 20 days prior to... the adoption or amendment to the safety
element of its general plan [for each county or city with SRA or VHFHSZ]."

® "The Board shall... review the draft or an existing safety element and report its writfen
recommendations to the planning agency within 60 days of its receipt of the draft or existing
safety element...."

« Pfior to adoption ofthe draft element..., the Board of Supervisors... shall consider the
recommendations made by the Board... If the Board of Supervisors...determines not to accept
all or some of the recommendations...," the Board of Supervisors... shall communicate in
writing to the Board its reasons for not accepting the recommendations.

Methodology for Review and Recommendations: The Board has created a standard list of fire
protection evaluation factors and recommendations related to these factors. The factors and
recommendations provide civic planners general plan goals and policies for mitigation of fire hazard
and risks. The factors and recommendations were developed using CAL FIRE technical documents
and input from local fire departments.

The recommendations on the attached list are the Board's general recommendations for any entity..
Each entity should evaluate their general plan using the factors and include the appropriate
recommendations from the list.

Page 2 of 9
BOF Fire Safety Element GP Review and Standard Recommendations
August 29, 2007
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2.2

3.1
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Standard List of General Plan Safety Element
Recommendations

General Plan References and Incorporates County or Unit Fire Plan: O Yes 0 Partial O No

Recommendation: Identify, reference or create (if necessary) a fire plan for the entity. Plan
should incorporate the general concepts and standards from any county fire plan, fire
protection agency (federal or state) fire plan, and local hazard mitigation plan.

Recommendation: Ensure fire plans incorporated by reference into the GP contain
evaluations of fire hazards, assessment of assets at risk, prioritization of hazard mitigation
actions, and implementation and monitoring components.

Lan nninog:
Goals and policies include mitigation of fire hazard for future development. —ves 0 parya, 0 No

Recommendation: Ensure the fire safe development codes used as standards for fire
protection for new development in the VHFHSZ portions of the entity's jurisdiction meet or
exceed statewide standards used for State Responsibility Area in 14 California Code of
Regulations Section 1270 et seq.

Recommendation; Include policies and recommendations that incorporate fire safe buffers
and greenbelts as part of the development planning. Ensure that land uses designated near
high or very fire hazard severity zones are compatible with wildland fire protection
strategies/capabilities.

Disclosure of wildland urban interface hazards including Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones
designations and Communities at Risk designations: % Yes U Partial I No

Recommendation: Specify whether the entity has a VHFHSZ designation and include a map
of the zones. Clearly indicate any arca designated VHFHSZ pursuant GC 51175, Adopt CAL

FIRE proposed Fire Hazard Severity Zones including model ordinance terms all(l conditions
developed by the Office of the State Fire Marshal for establishing VHFHSZ areas.

Kousiino:
Incorporation of current fire safe building codes. D Yes 0 Partial 0 No

Recommendation: Adopt the International Fire Code Council Urban Interface Model Code for
new development in wildland urban interface areas in State Responsibility Areas or local Very

Page 30f9
BOF Fire Safety Element GP Review and Standard Recommendations
August 29, 2007
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High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Adopt newly proposed Title 24 CCR'Midland Urban
Interface Building Codes.

3.2 ldentification of substandard fire safe housing relative to fire hazard area. (Ves (3 Partial (3 No

Recommendation: ldentify plans and actions to improve substandard housing structure
conformance with contemporary fire standards in VHFHSZ or SRA. Plans and actions should
include structural rehabilitation, occupancy reduction, demolition, reconstruction, community
education, and community based solutions.

3.3  Compatibility of development, construction and building standards relative to access,
flammability and fire flow. ClYes Ol partial Thne

Recommendation: Ensure existing residential structures, and other "legacy” substandard
residential structures, meet current fire safe ordinances pertaining to access, water flow,
signing, and vegetation clearing.

34 Consideration of occupancy category effects on wildfire protection. [Yes D Patial Mo

Recommendation: Ensure risks to uniquely occupied structures, such as seasonally
occupied homes, multiple dwelling structures, or other structures with unique occupancy
characteristics, are considered for appropriate and unique wildfire protection needs.

35 Urban development and wildfire encroachment resistance features. [ 2Yes (0 partiat (No

Recommendation: Ensure residential housing zoning provides minimum fire safe standards,
particularly in VHSHSZ or SRA. For example, zone designations that allow less expensive
housing should conform to contemporary fire safe building and development standards.

36 Fire engineering structures (sprinklersfalarms). [Yes [ partial Clno

Recommendation: Ensure new development proposals contain specific fire protection plans,
actions or referenced codes for fire engineering features for structures in VHFHSZ. Examples
include codes requiring automatic sprinklers in VHFHSZ.

fion

41 Identification of critical natural resource values relative to fire hazard areas.
D Yes Ol partial Lo

Recommendation: Determine maximum acceptable wildfire size and initial attack suppression
success rates for protection of critical natural resources.

Page 4of9
BOF Fire Safety Element GP Review and Standard Recommendations

August 29, 2007
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4.4

4.5

4.6

S-4

Inclusion of resource management activities to enhance roteﬁon of open space (prescribed
burning, fuel breaks, vegetation thinning and removal). yes \J Partial 6"0

Recommendation: Provide vegetation management fire mitigation measures that provide
protection of open space natural resources, reduce fire hazards fo adjacent assets, and allow
for safe fire suppression tactics.

Mitigation fgg unigye pest.disease and other forest health issues leading to hazardous
situations. \J ves U partial \UJ no

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies that address unique pest, disease, exotic
species and other forest health issues in open space areas relative to reducing fire hazard.

Integration of open space into fire safety effectiveness. 0 Yes o Partial Mo

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for reducing the wildland fire hazards within
the entity's boundaries and on adjacent private wildlands, federal lands, vacant residential lots,
and greenbelts. Wildland fuels should be treated in those areas to reduce the intensity of fires.
Identify goals and policies for engaging adjacent wildland owners regarding hazard mitigation
plans on lands with fire hazards that threaten the entity.

Policies for dedication, construﬁion and maintenance of systematic fire protection
improvements in open space. \J Yes —Partial [ No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for incorporating, systematic fire protection
improvements for open space.  Specifics should include standards for adequate access for
firefighting, fuel modifications for open space within and on the perimeter of the entity,
mitigation planning with agencies managing open space, water sources for fire suppression,
and other fire prevention and suppression needs.

Urban forestry plans relative to fire protection: Oyes 0 Partia 0 No

Recommendation: Ensure residential areas have appropriate fire resistant landscapes and
discontinuous vegetation adjacent to open space or wildland areas.

Recommendation; Evaluate and resolve existing laws and local ordinances which conflict_
with fire protection requirements. Examples include conflicts with vegetation hazard reduction
ordinances and listed species habitat protection requirements.

Circulati

Existing and planned transportation system incorporates requirements for designs that
minimi wildfﬁ damage to natural resources and minimizes hazards to human life.

D Yes \J Partial \J No

Page 5 of 9
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6.1

6.3
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Recommendation: Incorporate adequate access for firefighting, especially for existing
legacy" neighborhoods in VHFHSZ, SRA. Goals for standards for access should be
consistent to those in 14 CCR 1270.

Adequacy of existing and future transportation system to incorporate fire infrastructure
elements such as turnouts, helispots and safety zones. [) Yes [ Partial 22 No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for transportation system fire infrastructure

elements or otherwise reference appropriate supporting documents where these topics are
addressed.

Adequate access to high hazard areas. 3Yes [ Partial T3 No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies that delineate high hazard areas, establish
adequate access that meets or exceeds standards in 14 CCR 1270 for lands with no
structures, and maintaining conditions of access in a suitable fashion for suppression access
or public evacuation.

Standards for evacuation of residential areas in high hazard areas. D ves < Partial [No

Recommendation: Goals and policies should be established to delincate residential
evacuation routes and evacuation plans in high fire hazard residential areas.

Hazar ing and Fire Safe Re ulations:
Fire Hazard Mapping Designations O ves D partia D no

Recommendation: Specify whether the entity has an official VHFHSZ designation and
include a map of the zones. Clearly indicate any VHFHSZ pursuant GC 51175. Adopt CAL
FIRE proposed Fire Hazard Severity Zones.

Adopt or incorporate local fire safe ordinances which meet or exceed standards similar to
those in 14 CCR § 1270 for State Responsibility Area.  [Yes [ partial & No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for specific ordinances addressing evacuation
and emergency vehicle access; water supplies and fire flow; fuel modification for defensible
space; and home addressing and signing.

Geographic specific mitigation measures for fuel modification and fire risk reduction.
O Yes O Partial (A No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies that identify structures that have adequate
fuel modification or other features that provide adequate fire fighter safety when tactics call for
protection of a specific asset (i.e. which houses are safe to protect).

Page 6 of 8
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Fuel Modification around homes. O VYos [T Partial D No

Recommendation: Establish ordinances in VHFHSZ for vegetation fire hazard reduction
around structures that meet or exceed the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection's Defensible
Space Guidelines, (htto.ffvwwy.bof fire.ca, Copvo uideiipes9 29 06.pdfl for SRA.

Adequacy of defense zones. —Yes CaPartial A No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for wildfire defense zones for emergency
services including fuel breaks, back fire areas, or other staging areas that support safe fire
suppression activities.

Emergency Services:

Map/description of existing emergency service facilities and areas lacking services:
(Yes (1 Partial T No

Recommendation: Include descriptions, maps, and standards for levels of emergency
services. Review, develop or incorporate Local Agency Formation municipal services reviews
for evaluating level of service, response times, equipments condition levels and other relevant
emergency service information.

Recommendation: Incorporate goals and policies that establish emergency services
consistent with state or national standards.

Recommendation: Ensure new development includes appropriate facilities to assist and
support wildfire suppression.

Assessment and projection future emergency service needs: QD Yes ,_ Partial @® No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for new development emergency service
needs and ensure appropriate levels of service are established consistent with state or
national standards.

Adequacy of training. O Yes 2 Partial D Ng

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for emergency service training that meets or
exceeds state or national standards.

Inter-fire service coordination preparedness/mutual aid and multi jurisdictional fire service
agreements. [dves () Partiall L2No

Recommendation: Adopt the Standardized Emergency Management Systems for responding
to large scale disasters requiring a multi-agency response. Ensure and review mutual aid and
cooperative agreements with adjoining emergency service providers.

Page 7 of 9
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8.5
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Post R Main : The Recovery and Maintenance recommendations address
an opportunity for the community and landowners to re-evaluate land uses and practices that
affect future wildfire hazards and risk.

Revaluate hazard conditions. D Yes [ Partial L3 No

Recommendation: Incorporate goals and policies that provide for reassessment of fire
hazards following wildfire events. Adjust fire prevention and suppression needs
commensurate for both short and long term fire protection needs. Develop bum area recovery
plans that incorporate comprehensive recovery and fire safe maintenance.

Incorporate wildlife habitat//endangered species considerations. (1Yes (1 Parfial T No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for consideration of wildlife
habitat/fendangered species into long term fire area recovery and protection plans.

Native species reintroduction. O Yes O Partial CANo

Recommendation: Incorporate native species habitat needs as part of long term fire
protection and fire restoration plans.

Evaluation of redevelopment. [3Yes ([ Partial 0 No

Recommendation: In High and Very hazardous areas, ensure redevelopment utilizes state of
the art fire resistant building standards with 100 foot set backs (when possible) to ensure
adequate defensible space is maintained around structures.

Long term maintenance of fire hazard reduction mitigation projects [3Yes C Partial CTlNo

Recommendation: Provide polices and goals for maintenance of fire hazard reduction
projects, activities, or infrastructure.

Flood and Landslides: Recommendations for flood and landslides hazards, risks and
vulnerabilities relative fo past wildfire should be developed to mitigate potential losses to life,
human assets and critical natural resources.

Establish flood and landslide vulnerability areas related to post wildfire conditions.
D Yes (A Partial D No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies that address the intersection of flood
Nlandslide/post fire bum areas into long term public safety protection plans. These should
include treatment assessment of fire related flood risk to life, methods to control storm runoff in
bum areas, revegetation of bum areas, and drainage crossing debris maintenance.

Page 8 of 9
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10. ist Prepare and homel rity impacts on wildfire Rrotection:
These recommendations are included to ensure that ter 'orist preparedness actions do not
substantially increase fire risk or unduly restrict emergency response.

10.1  Communication channels during incidences. ) yes Q partial O No

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies consistent with the Governor's Blue Ribbon
Fire Commission of 2005 for communications and interoperability. Example goals and policies
should address fire personnel capability to communicate effectively across multiple frequency
bands and update and expansion of current handheld and mobile radios used on major mutual
aid incidents.

10.2  Fire prevention barriers. [ ves — pertia D no

Recommendation: Identify goals and policies that address vital access routes that if removed
would prevent fire fighter access (bridges, dams, etc.). Develop an altemnative emergency
access plan for these areas.

10.3  Prioritizing asset protection from fire with lack of suppression forces. = Yes —Parial J5, No

Recommendation: Identify and prioritize protection needs for assets at risk in the absence of
response forces.

Recommendation: Establish fire defense zones that provide adequate fire protection without
dependency on air attack.

End Standard Recommendations {versicn 8/29/07)
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b ‘ Department of Toxic Substances Control

Maureen F. Gorsen, Director
Linda S. Adams 8800 Cal Center Drive Amold Schwarzenegger

. Secretaryfor Sacramento, California 95826-3200 Governor
Environmental Protection

October 31, 2008

Mr. Carl Holm

Planning Manager

Monterey County Planning Department
168 W. Alisal Street, 2nd Floor
Salinas, California 93901

REVIEW OF THE MONTEREY COUNTY 2007 GENERAL PLAN (AMENDED) DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR), SCH #2007121001 DATED
SEPTEMBER 2008

Dear Mr. Holm:

Thank you for providing the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) the
opportunity to review the Monterey County 2007 General Plan Draft Environmental
Impact Report dated September, 2008.

DTSC is the State’s lead agency for the environmental cleanup and realignnrent of
closing military bases and maintains jurisdiction over all hazardous substance and
hazardous waste issues with the exception of petroleum contamination. The basis for
DTSC's regulatory authority is found in California Health and Safety Code, Division 20,
Chapters 6.5 (Hazardous Waste Control), Chapter 6.8 (Hazardous Substances Account
Act), and California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4.5.

The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Broad (CCRWQCB) has authority
over the remediation of petroleum sites and the protection of the waters of the State of
California. The CCRWQGCB regulatory authority is found in the Porter-Cologne Water
Quality Control Act, California Water Cote and Califomia Code of Regulations, Title 23,
Division 3, Chapter 15 and 16. In addition, the Air Resources Board would be
concerned with impacts to air quality.

DTSC generally reviews the environmental documents to determine whether the
proposed project could have potential impact on public health and worker safety
because of the possible presence of residual chemical contaminants and/or munitions
and explosives of concern (MEC).

@ Printed on Recycled Paper
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Please ensure that any reuse planned for property on the former Fort Ord facility is
consistent with the approved Fort Ord Reuse Plan dated June 1897. This is the .
document that the regulators use to ensure cleanup levels support reuse of various
parcels.

The comments below were previously submitted to your agency for the 2006 General
Plan DEIR. These are being resubmitted to ensure completeness of our review.

Table 1-2 Executive Summary Table, Mitigation Measure 4.3 Water Resources.
Volatile Organic Compounds and other contaminants have been found to impact the
groundwater resources at numerous sites in Monterey County, and the most notable is
the former Fort Ord. Although the Fort Ord and Manterey Peninsula Airport prohibition
zones and the associated County Ordinance are mentioned briefly in Section 4.3 (Page
4.3-72) of the DEIR, DTSC encourages the County to research the extent of
groundwater impacts that have been identified in Monterey County. For instance, the
former Fort Ord drinking water welis have been impacted with low concentrations of
Trichloroethene (TCE). These other organic contaminants should be added to
mitigation measure Table 1-2 and other appropriate tables throughout the document.
information with respect to the status of the former Fort Ord cleanup program can be
found at www.fortordcleanup.com. You can also view various Land Usé Covenants for
groundwater use restrictions for Fort Ord on the DTSC's web page,

www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov

Section 4.3.4, Page 4.3-100 Well Competition and Adverse Well Interference.
This section describes the impacts of wells in close proximity or adjacent to each other
that can be thought of as competing for the same groundwater resources. It should be
noted that interference with groundwater contaminant plumes should also be avoided.
If upon pumping, the cone of depression interferes with a contaminated groundwater
plume, adverse effects will result.

Section 4.13, Hazards and Hazardous Materials. The presence of MEC has been
identified in the former Fort Ord area. The MEC areas are being identified, evaluated
and remediated by the Army, although DTSC feels that MEC should be listed as a
hazardous material on page 4.13-2. In addition, the Army feels that reasonable and
prudent actions be taken when performing intrusive activities on the former Fort Ord
site. The Army recommends that construction personnel involved in intrusive activity
attend MEC recognition and safety training as offered by the Army in accordance with
Record of Decision, No Further Action Related to Munitions and Explosives of Concemn
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Page 3

Track 1 Sites, February 2005. The Amy requires to be notified, by the landowner, prior
to the start of planned intrusive activities. The link for registering for this training can be
found at www.fortordcleanup.com.

Sacramento Office
Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program

cc.  Ms. Gail Youngblood
Fort Ord BRAC Environmental Coordinator
Department of the Amy
Environmental and Natural Resources
Post Office Box 5004
Presidio of Monterey, California 93944-5004

Mr. Grant Himebaugh

Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Coast Region .

895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101

San Luis Obispo, California 93401

Office of Planning and Research
State Clearinghouse -

1400 Tenth Street

Post Office Box 3044

Sacramento, California 95812-3044

Mr. Guenther Moskat

California CEQA Tracking Center
1001 | Street, 25™ Floor

Post Office Box 806

Sacramento, California 95812-0806
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
50 HIGUERA STREET

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA 93401-5415

PHONE (805) 549-3101

FAX (805) 549-3077

TDD (805) 549-3259 Flex your power!
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist05/ Be energy efficient!
October 28, 2008

SCH#: 2007121001

Carl Holm

County of Monterey, Resource Management Agency
168 West Alisal Street, 2™ Floor

Salinas, CA 93901-2680

RE: 2007 MONTEREY COUNTY GENERAL PLAN
Dear Mr. Holm:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans}, District 5, has reviewed the 2007 General
Plan Draft Environmental Impact Report and offers the following comments.

GENERAL COMMENTS

1. Caltrans supports the county’s adoption of the Regional Development Impact Fee Program
that originated from the Transportation Agency for Monterey County’s 2005 Nexus Study,
and its use for the mitigation of cumulative regional traffic impacts in Monterey County. The | 4
program is consistent with both California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) guidelines
and Caltrans objectives, assuming that project-specific impacts will continue to be addressed
on a case-by-case basis to determine appropriate mitigation. Impacts to mainline
transportation facilities must be considered in addition to access points.

2. Caltrans supports local development that is consistent with State planning priorities intended
to promote equity, strengthen the economy, protect the environment, and promote public
health and safety. We accomplish this by working with local jurisdictions to achieve a 2
shared vision of how the transportation system should and can accommodate interregional
and local travel and development.

3. Because Caltrans is responsible for the safety, operations, and maintenance of the State
transportation system, our Level of Service (LOS) standards are used to determine the
significance of the project’s impact. We endeavor to maintain a target LOS af the transition
between LOS C and LOS D on all State transportation facilities. In cases where a State
facility is already operating at an unacceptable LOS, the Department would consider 3
additional trips to be a potentially significant cumulative traffic impact, and they should be
addressed. The methodoiogies used to calculate the I.OS should be consistent with the
methods in the current version of the Highway Capacity Manual. Also, some of the general
assumptions that may have been used to calculate LOS for this report may be suitable for

*Caltrans improves mobility across California®
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2007 Monterey County General Plan
October 28, 2608

Page 2

planning purposes, but should not be used for design and operations decisions (assumptions
may include an average shoulder width, average frequency of driveways or turn lanes, etc.).

The Transportation Agency for Monterey County conducts traffic counts in April and August
each year, and may be coordinating their counts with the Santa Cruz County Regional
Transportation Commission, the Council of San Benito County Governments, and the
Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments (AMBAG). This type of data is valuable
for AMBAG’s regional travel demand model. If it has not already been done, AMBAG
should be contacted to discuss coordinated count efforts with the County of Monterey.

The network of Amtrak thruway buses that pass through Monterey County and connect to the
intercity rail lines should be mentioned, along with their impact on regional traffic.

We support the conclusions in the Transit Oriented Development (TOD) alternative, noting
that funding for the second and third tier (Bus Rapid Transit and Light Rail) will be difficult
to obtain. Furthermore, it should be noted that lower frequency and lower quality service is
unlikely to yield successful TOD. The assumptions about transit system characteristics must
be reviewed thoroughly before any conclusions can be drawn about regional impacts on
either traffic or land development.

SPECIFIC COMMENTS

1.

The definition of archacology should not be limited to prehistoric resources, and
archaeological resources can be older than 10,000 years (4.10.2).

Please include a discussion of the Salinan Indians, whose main territory is Monterey County
(4.10.2.2).

The citation of “California Register of Historic Places” should actually be “California
Register of Historical Resources™ (4.10.3.1).

The second sentence of the Open Space and Conservation Element has one unclear clause:
“on such matters archaeological resources.” Also, the term “Native American descendants”
should be replaced with “Native Americans” (4.10-17).

Please include the proposed bicycle bridge over the Salinas River (Spreckels
Boulevard/Reservation Road Bicycle Path and Bridge).

On page 4.6-39, there is a statement suggesting that an increase in county truck volume from
12,600 to 18,600 per day would be insignificant in terms of capacity-related impacts. The
potential significant impacts of such a change should be considered, noting that there are
very few north-south and east-west shipping corridors in the region, and that impacts may be
regional in nature.

“Caltrans improves mobility across California®
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7. In reference to the above comment, we suggest a policy that encourages placement of
agricultural processing, industrial and manufacturing oriented land uses adjacent to existing
or probable railroad spurs, yards, and sidings. There is no discussion of the possibility of an
intermodal transfer facility for freight containers on trains, Planning strategies today that
align shipping modes in future years will provide opportunities to growers and shippers when
the economics of increased rail use (as a business framework) and the economics of climate |13
change and air quality requirements (in a regulatory framework) set the conditions to compel
rail use. The environmental benefits of transferring freight from truck to rail can be
substantial, with one full freight train eliminating 280 trucks or 1100 cars from regional
roadways. The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) Freight-Rail Bottom Line Report, which provides the source figure of4 to 5

trucks per rail car, may be found at http;//freight.transportation.org or http://www.go21.org.

District 5 staff will continue to be committed to working closely with you to achieve a shared vision
of how the transportation system should and can accommodate interregional and local travel.

[f you have any questions, or need further clarification on items discussed above, please do not
hesitate to contact David Kuperman at (805) 549-3131 or david_kuperman(@dot.ca.gov.

Sincerely, .

DAVID MU AYK

District 5§ North Region

cc:  Nick Papadakis (AMBAG)
Debbie ITale (TAMC)

“Caltrans improves mobibity across California”
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Bec: Steve Price
Aileen Loe
Tim Gubbins
Gary Ruggerone
Doug Heumann
Dave Murray
Chris Shaeffer
Dan Herron
Paul McClintic
Judy Lang

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA. ;5 mg
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE of PLANNING AND RESEARCH 2R

O ﬂé‘"
STATECLEARNGHOUSEANDPLANN]NG UNIT » i

momScnwsmsm e CYNTHIA BRYANT -
: GOVERNOR e DIRECTOR

October 29, 2008°

' Monte-e Count
Pla nnrng azd Bu{l‘dj ri
- 5 Inepectio Admrmsursrgn
~CarlHolm .
. Montersy County - 0CT 3 !2%8

' 168 W. Alisal Strect, 2nd Floor g '
" Salinas, CA 939012680 - BECEEVE@

Subject: 2007 Monterey County General Plan
SCI'EE: 2007 121001

Dear Carl Holm.

- The State Clesnnghouse subm.tt;ed the above named Draﬁ EIR to selected state. sgencles for rev1ew On

* the enclosed Document Details Report please note that the Clearinghouse has listed the state agencies thst _
reviewed your doeument. The review period closed on October 28, 2008, and the comments from the K
responding agency (jes) is (are) enclosed. If this comment package is not in order, please notify the State-
Clearinghouse immediately. Please refer to the project’s ten-dlglt Stal:e Clea.rmghouse number in future
correspondence so that we may respond prompﬂy ; _ , _

: Please note that Section 21 104(c) of the Cahforma Pubhc Resources Code states thst:

- A responsi'ble or other pubhc agency shall only make substanuve comments regardmg those .'
* getivities involved in a project which are within an area of expertise of the agency or whichare -
rpqmred to-be carried out or approved by the agency Those connnents shsll he support:ed by
spec1ﬁc docnmentauon S S

These commenis are forwsrded for use in prepanng your final envronmental do::ument. Should you need
more mforms‘uon or clanﬁcauon of the enclosed eomments we recommend that you contact the
: comentmg agency d.u'eetly

-Th:s letter acknowledges that you have eomphed vmh the State Clemnghouse review requlremenfs for
draft environmental documents, pursuant to the California Envirommental Quality Act. Pleage contact the -
State Cleannghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any, queshons regsrdmg the envuonmenml review

'process
Sim:erely, e _

“Terry Rotft
Director, State Clearinghouse

'Enclosures "_ ® ..! Tt LR e e
v+ ROSOW.‘GEE Agmy '.n-'-. . ::‘I =-_._;. . -"-"':' S -'-',.

1400 10th Street  P. 0 Box3044 Sacramento, California 95812—3044
(916) 445-0613° FAX (916) 323-3018 mopr.m.gov
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Note: Blanks in data fields result from insufficient information provided by ledd agency.

. Document Detalls Report
State Clearinghouse Data Base
SCH# . 2007121001
Profect Title 2007 Monterey County General Plan’
Lead Agency  Monterey County
. Type" EIR DraREIR ‘
'Description Note: SupplementlSuhsequent Program EIR . -
* The General Plan-serves as the biuveprint for growth in unlncorporated Inland areas of Monterey
‘County by designating: land for various urban and non-urban. usas lneludmg agnoultural oommerolal
industrial, residential, and publrchuaa—pubhc "GP 2007 carries over most of the policies and land use_
designations that composed GP 2008, with a number of key rev:slons The followrng describes GP
2007, with ltems that represent a change from GP 2006 marked with an asterrsk or Irsted under "Olher
- GP 2007 Provlsmns - . o -
Lead Agency Contact
", -Name . CarlHolm i}
Agen_cy' Monterey County - : R _ S L
Phone. " (9167556103 o Fax - L E
-emall . - o
Address . "‘168W Alisal Street 2nd Floor T P P
- . Clty 'Sallnas Ps - s h.s0 . .. stateCA  ZIp 9301-2680 ... .-
PrOJect Location - .
. County. Monterey - S
- City . Carmel-by- the-Séa - ]
. Reglon_". S e
.Lat/Long .-
Cross Streets -
Parcel No. . ™~ . T T R T AR S R
Proximityto: =~ ' ¢
. Highways multiple
- Alrports “-mulfiple,
Raflways . multiple”
Waterways' multiple
. Schools . multiple " - : ; T -
-Land Usa This Is an update to the 1982 General Plan effectrve oounty-\mde Various zomng and land use
demgnaﬂons . .
. Project Issues Aesthetlchsual Agrlcultural Land: Air Quahty' Arehaeoioglo-Hrstono, Cumulatwe Effects
L DralnagelAbsorptlon Ecanomics/Jobs; Flood. Plain/Flooding; Forest Land/Fire Hazard;
GeologchSeismrc. Growth Induclng, Landuse; Minerals; Noise; Populaﬂon!l-lousmg Balance. Publlc
Services; Recreatloanarks Schodls/Universities; Septic System; Sewer Capacity; Soll S
Erosmn!CompactlonIGradlng. Solid Waste; ToxiclHamrdous, Trafﬁchrrculatlon Vegetatron Water )
-Quality; Water Supply, Wetland/Riparian; W|Idltfe . } E
Revfewl’ng Resources Agency, DepartmentofConservatron DepartmentofF'sh and Game Reglon4 Cal Flre. s
Agencles - Deparl:ment of Parks and Recreation; Office. of Emergenoy Services; Caltrans, Division of Aeronautlcs,
' California Hrghway Patrol; Calfrans, District 5; Departmentof Houslng and Commumty Developmaent;
AirResources Board, Transportation Projects; Regional Water Quality Control Board Region 3; Native
Amerlcan Heritage Commlsslon Publlo Utllitles Commlssion o .
- Start of Review' 09/05/2008 End ofRevr'ew 10/26/2008



- {916) 6534082

CadHolm - '
. County of Monterey Reeouroe MenagementAgenc.y
* 168 West Allsal Street, 2™ Floor :

e confactthe Native American Hevitage Commission for:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

NATIVE AMERICAN HEHITAGE COMMISS]ON
915 CAPITOL MALL, ROOM 364 .. «
SACRAMENTO, CA Q8814 ~ . °

o18) 75000 Fax

September 12, 2008

Salinas, CA 93901-2680. .

“RE: . SCH#2007121001 2007 Monterey County General Pian; Nonterey County,

" Desr Mn?.l-lo!m: .-

The Native American Hentage Commission (NAHC) has reviewed the Noﬂce of Comp{ellon (NOC) referenced shove. |

- The Calfornia Environmental Quality Act {CEQA) states that any project that causes a substantial adversé change inthe - ; |
. significance of an historical resource, which includes archéological resources, Is & significant effect reqiliring the preparation of .
"an EIR {CEQA Guidelines 15084(b)). To comply with this provision the lead agency is required to assess whether the project -
‘will have an adverse impact on historical resources within the atea of project effect {APE), and if so to mitigate that effect. . To |

adequately assess and m:tigete project-related lrnpacie o ercheeoloqlcal resqumee, the NAHC reeommends 1he following

~ ' actiong:

. v’ “Contact lhe appmpnate regfonal emheeologroel Inforrnetion Center for a record seench The reoord learch will dei;ennine

= Ifa part or all of the area of project effect (APE) has been previously surveyed for cultural. resouroes
"= Ifany known cultural resources have already been recorded on or adjacent io the APE. :
“. = [fthe probablilly is low, moderate, or high that cuftural resources-are localed in he APE. .-
If a suirvey is required to' determine-whether previously unrecorded culfural resources are present. -

# _' B v “ifan archaeologloel Inventory survey is required the final stage is the pneperahon of a professional lepon detaillng.ihe
- AT ﬂndlngs and recommendations of the records search and fisld survey.

The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mlﬂgatlon measurers should be eubmlthed lrnmedletely 1
‘to the planning department. ‘Al information regarding site locations, Native American human remains, antd - 1
.a;iloclated funerary oh]ees should bein a separete confidentlai addendum. and not be made avallable for pubic ‘

disclosure

£ »  Thefinal written report should be suhmltted wlﬂ'lln 3 months afterworkhes been compieted to the appropﬂete e B i

-regional archaeglogical Information Centér. . .- S

_ A Sacred Lands File Check. IS ; ' e, townshin, ' g

. = Afstof appropriate NaﬁveAmedoen eonteole for oonsullatlon oonoemlng the pro}eot site and to assist in ﬂ1e

-7 - - mitigation measures. Natlve 2 0 B g -
v Lack.of surface dvidence of archeological resources does not preclude their subeurface existence. ' ) 1
- w  lead agencles should include in thelr mitigation plan provisicns for the Identification gnd avaluation of eceiden:elly*r '

discovered archeological resources, per Califomia Environmental Quality Act-(CEQA) §15064.5(). in areas of

identified archaeological sensitivily, a cértified archaedlogist and a cufturally afﬁliated Neﬂve Amerioen wrth

’ lmowledge in cultural résources, should monitor all ground-disturbing activities. - -

S ';~ . " Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the diepoettlon ofreeovered artlfacts In :

"~ ‘consultafion with culturally affiliated Native Americans. - . N

» * Lead agencles shoukd Include pravisions for discovery of Native Amedoen human ren-ulne In their mlﬂgetlon plen 1-

Health and Safety Code §7050.5, CEQA §15064.5(e), and Pubiic Resources Code §5097.98 mandates the . - 1

* process fo bs followed in the event of an acddental dieoovety of eny humen remeins ina Iocetlon other than a
dedicatod cemetery. .

,s‘!néefév-

S ez . V
‘Program A_na!yst'

CC: State.Clearinghouse
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AnNomScnwmmmm ) g
: Govmmon - S - . _ Dmnm"on
- L tgrey. County .
‘ Novem_b_er 5,2008 - p}ahg?q?ng g?\d Building”
S s [nspectnon Admimstrahon
) Carl HoIm NO u
Monterey County
‘168 W. AhsalStreet,anFloor RECEEVED

" Saliias, CA 93901-2680 °

W m& mulblo%

: Sub_jt‘.ct 20(1‘7 Montetey Oounty General Plan

B SCH#: 2007121001

':".'.-‘-__DearCarlHoIm.

~ f.-Tle Cahforma Envn'onnmntsl Quahty Aét does not requlrc l'..ead Agenmes to :e3pond to late commmts
- * However,"'We encoutage you to incorporate these additional comments mto your final envuonmeulnl
_ document and to cons1der them | pnor to tak:ng ﬁna] actmn on the proposed pro;ect. e

) ._r..
._‘ .

- The miclosad comment (s) on your Drafc BIR was (were) recewed by the State Claannghouse after the end o
-+ " of the state review period,. which closed on-October 28, 2008. We.are forwarding these comments t6 you ‘:'
Ce becausethey prowdc mfcnnatlon or raise msues that should be addressed in your fmal envuonmcntal
X .. domt . ;:'._,\. ERE ¢, . e ) _ . e - : ; .

-

--"Please contact the State Clearmghnuse at (916) 445-—06 13 1fyouhave any quest:.ons eoncermng the'

etivironmental review process, If you havea question regarding.the gbove-named pmject, piease refex to
the ten-difgt State Cleannghouse numbu‘ (200‘2121001) whr.n contacung tlus ofﬁce e

e Smcerely,

. See S-5

T '_SemorPImner Statr. Clearmghouse-

i Enclosmes

KK

: cc: Resom'cesAgcncy

-, 1400 10th Street 0. 3015044 Sacramento, California 95812-3044

< {916) 445-0613 " FAX (915) 3335018 " www.opr.ca.gov
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° Maureen F. Gorsen, Director - ©

. Linda S. Adams . ‘f'" -;;-.", o ‘8800 Cal Center Drive - .~ " . Amold Schwarzénegger
{ - . Secretary for « s - Sacramento, California 95826—3200‘_ B N T Governor
EnvtronmentalProtection = S S T RIS S N R

;}5Mr CarIHoIm IS

*.. _ Planning Manager ‘_ i,' '
¢ Monterey County Planmng Department
1188 W. Alisal Street, 2nd Floor e
S :Sahnas Callforma 93901 o N e

:-_'_’f..,:';_fDear Mr Holm

odtober312008 - T RECEIVED dﬁ“’}g

e HOE|

". ff.REVlEW OF THE MONTEREY COUNTY 2007 GENERAL PLAN (AMENDED) DRAFT
_ 'ENVIRONMENTAL !MPACT REPORT (DEIR) SCH #2007121001 DATED
S SEPTEMBER 2008 R S

"';-_ B Thank you for prowdlng the Department of Tox:c Substances Control (DTSC) the _
"7 opportunity-to review the Monterey County 2007 Genera! Plan Draft Enwronmental
v '_-_ .~']mpact Report dated September 2008 T ‘jf',- Y ; R

. DTSC |s the State s Iead agency for the envrronmental cteanup and reallgnment of SR
S closmg military bases and maintains jurisdiction over all hazardous substance and - ;
- hazardols waste issues with thé exception of petroleum contamination. The basis for

- -'DT8C's regulatory authority is found in California Heaith and* Safety Code, Division 20, -

-.”+ Chapters 6.5 (Hazardous Waste Control) Chapter 6.8 (Hazardous Substances Account

ool Ad)) and Callfornla Code of Regulat:ons Tltle 22 Dwrsmn 4. 5. .

R The Central Coast Reglonal Water Qualrty Control Broad (CCRWQCB) has authonty

i+~ : over the remediation of petraleum sites and the protection of the waiters of the Staté of -
- California: The CCRWQCB regulatory authority s found in the Porter-Cologne Water

. ~Quality Control Act, California Water Code and California Code of Regulations, Title 23
.. Division 3, Chapter 15 and 18. In addltlon the Air Resources Board would be °

o concerned W|th lmpacts to air quality : : : .

. DTSC generally reviews the envrronmental documents to determine whether the
- - proposed project could have potentlal impact on public¢ health and worker - safety
~because of the possible preserice of re5|dual chemical oontammants andlor munitions
-and. exp[osuves of concem (MEC). : - : :

@ Printed on Recycled Papst .. .~ :
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. Mr. Carl:l;lolm R
" Page2. - ki . SR

v Please enstire that any. reuse planned for property on the former Fort Ol'd faclhty is
- ... consistent with the appraved Fort Ord Reuse Plan dated June 1997. Thisis.the .. .
.+ document that the regulators use to ensure cleanup levels support reuse of vanous

N :parcels BORTRS S - I B

L The comments below were prewously submltted to your agency for the 2006 General
' .‘-Plan DElR These are belng resubmrtl;ed to ensure compteteness of our rewew -

' :':"Table 1-2 Executive Summary Table, Mltigatron Measure 4 3 Water Resources .
-~ Volatile Organic Compounds and other contaminants have been found toimpact the .
"7 'groundwater resources at numeréus sites in‘Monterey County, and the most notable is’
.~ ‘the-former Fort-Ord. Although the-Fort Ord and Monterey Peninsula Airport prohibition”,” ..
- ~zones and the associated County, Ordinance are mentioned briefly in Section 4. 3 (Page L
.. 4.3-72) of the DEIR, DTSC encourages the County to research the extent of : _

- groundwater impacts that-have been identified in Monterey County. "For mstance the
. .+ former Fort Ord drinking water welis have beén impacted with low concentrations of :
- Trrchloroethene (TCE). These other organic contaminants should be addedto. - .-
;" mitigation measure Table 1-2 and other appropriate tables througho ut the document £
.. Information with respect to the status of the. former-Fort Ord cleanup program can be T

found at www fortordcleanup.com. You can also view various Land Use Covenants for et
' groundwater use restrictions for Fort Ord on the DTSC's web page, T S

- W, envrrostor dtsc ca. qov I N R

Sectmn 4.3 4, Page 4 3-100 Well Competrtlon and Adverse Well Interference ,
‘This section describes the impacts of wells i in‘close proximity or adjacent to each other -

that can be thought of as competing for the same groundwater resources. ‘It should be'

.- noted that interference with groundwater contaminant plumes should also be avoided. "
- If upon pumping, the cone of depressron mterferes wrth a contammated groundwater
L _plurne adverse effects vnll result . D B T .

..-;'f i 'Sectron 4.13, Hazards and Hazardous Materrals The presenoe of MEC has been _
' identified in the former Fort Ord area. The MEC areas sre being identified,. evaluated

and remediated by the Army, although DTSC feels that MEC should be listed as a
hazardous material on page 4.13-2. In addition, the Ammy feels that reasonable and

. prudent actions be taken when performing intrusive activities on the former Fort Ord
" *- site. The Army recommends that construction personnel involved in infrusive activity
attend MEC recognition and safety training as offered by the Army in accordance with -

Record of Decrsron No Further Action Related to Munitions and Exploswes of Concern
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U 3 " 'Mr. Carl Holm - .
s :October 31, 2008
‘_-Pages T

’ '. Track1 Sxtes February 2005 The Army reqmres t6 be notn“ ed by the Iandowner prlor S
Lw o tothe start of planned intrusive actlwtles The lil'lk for reglstermg for this. tralnlng can be R
BERERA __found atwwwfortordoieanup com. L . L RSO

fheresa McGarry A
Hazardous Subst nces Sc:entlst
O . Sacramento.Office” : S TR e o
R Brownf elds and Enwronmental Res’toratlon Program R

f._'i-'cc: 5 Ms Gail Youngblood AR R -
Y, i< . Fort Ord-BRAC Enwronmental Coordlnator
-~ '+ Department of the Army -
. Environmental-and Natural Resources
" *Post Office Box 5004 - i, - P L R Y
. Presujio of Monterey, Callfornia 93944 5004 o e et

D ."-'Mr Grant Hlmebaugh SR " B S I
+ . *." * Regional Water. Quality. ControlBoard LT T e

: : . "Central Coast Region. .. :
" 895 Aerovista Place, Su:te101

© - 8San Luis Oblspo Callfornla 93401

orr ice of. Plannmg and Research
State Clearinghouse - .".". - :
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'.'-.'.-'-__DearCarlHolm. S R e - .
2 The enclosed comment (s} on your Draﬂ EIR wWas (were) recewed by the State Cleannghouse after the end _

-+ of the state review period, which closed on-October 28, 2008, We.are forwarding these comments to you :
L because they prov:de mformatlon 01 ‘raise 1ssues that should be addressed in your ﬁnal envuonmental

B L-The Cahforma Envxronmental Quahty Act does not reqmre Lead Agenc'les to :espond to late eonnnents -
* However, we encourage you to incorporate these additional commients into your final eﬂmonmental

e ) LT _documentandto eonslderthempnortotahugﬁnal acnonontheproposedpro_]ect.

Please conmct the Smte‘ Cleannglmuse af (916} 445 06' 13 1fyou have any quesuons eoncermng'the
etivironmental review process, If you have s question regarding the above-named pmJect, please refer to
ﬂ:e ten-di@t State Clemnghouse number (200‘?121001) when eontucbng tI;us ofﬁce 4 = nal
‘ - SID.GB].'B].Y, . ] -: ‘-..-.- ’ . ) : . ‘ ) ; ’ K
' x See S5

‘- ';z e]Iy etts ‘L: ) . ‘
. '_Seniorl_’lamer_,'ﬁtateC]ei:ing‘];dq;e-

. '-'j-.EEnclosures EEREEE ‘ ; ;
J.," cc: Resources Aggncy

o mn mth Street P.0,Box 3046 Sacramento, California 95812-3044 -

- (916) 445-0613 I-'Ax (916) 3233018 'imropm.gov
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b / i Department of Tox1c Substances Control

. s .+ o7 7 Maureen . Gorsen, Director R R
 Linda s, Adams . . o ', .-, 8800CalCenterDrive . .~ . . .7 " Amold Schwarzenegger
Secretary for e At Sacramento. Calrfornla 95826-3200 s e Governor .

Edvironmental Protection

| "RECEIVED | aaw&
NOV052008 : GO

STATE cLEAﬂme HOUSE g
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,_;;Mr CarlHoIm :
~2.. ., Planning Manager SRR Tt
o7 Monterey County Plannlng Department
e -;-".—_-‘;168W Alisal Street, 2nd Flocr Ceee s
_Sahnas Callforma 93901 '

R REVIEW OF THE: MONTEREY COUNTY 2007 GENERAL PLAN (AMENDED) DRAFT

T "ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR] SCH #2007121001 DATED IR
T r_‘\;_;‘.SEPTEMBER 2008 il L T A ._.: i
= : :—I-"Thank you for pro\ndlng the Department of TOXIC Substances Control (DTSC) the o
- .~ " cpportunity-to review the Monterey County 2007 Genera! Plan Draft Enwronmental
e _-~_Impact Report dated September 2008 SEn 'j_“. e e
. DTSC is the State ] Iead agency for the enwronmental creanup and reallgnment of
.- 2% closing military bases and maintains jurisdiction over all hazardous substance and -.
* . hazardols waste issues with the exception of petroleum contamination. The basis for
“. DTSC's regulatory authority is found in California Health and' Safety Code ‘Division 20, -
..+ Chapters 6.5 (Hazardous Waste Control) Chapter 6.8 (Hazardous Substances Account
- 3.-"_.Act) and Cahfcrnla Code of Regulat:ons T|tle 22 Dnnsicn 4. 5 R :
' The Central Coast Regronal Water Quallty Control Broad (CCRWQCB) has authorlty
- Tover the remediation of petraleum sites and the protection of the waters of the-Stateé of - ‘
;... Galifornia;. The CCRWQCB regulatory authority is found in the Porter-Cologne Water
L Quality Control Act, California Water Code and California Code of Reguiations,:Title 23,
.+ Division 3, Chapter 15 and 16. In addltlon the Air Resources Board would be
L concerned w1th lmpacts to air qualrty o :
" .' DTSC generaliy re\news the envuronmental documents 1o determlne whether the :
..+ . . proposed project could have potenttal impact on publi¢ health and worker safety
- . . because of the possible presence of residual chemical contamlnants andlor munitions
i ) ~ -and, explosrves of concem (MEC). o :
A\ .-
. O emmemmerge. .



S-8a

See S5

. '..'Mr CarI:Holm _
-October31 2008
; -Page2

Please ensure that any reuse planned for property on the fonner Fort Ord faclllty is ’

. consistent with the appraved Fort Ord Reuse Plan dated June 1997. This'is.the _
- . document that the regulators use to ensure cleanup levels support reuse of varlous .
:parcels : RS i Cel : :

. The comments below were prevrously submltted to your agency for the 2006 General
.-Plan DEIR These are bemg resubmltted to ensure completeness of our revrew __- ‘

' ="-"Table 1-2 Executlve Summary Table, Mrtlgatron Measure 4 3 Water Resources .
= Volatile-Organic Compounds and other contaminants have been found to-impact the .
" groundwater resources af numerous sites In‘Monterey' County, and the most notabie is’
... "the-former Fort Ord.. Although the Fort Ord and Monterey Peninsula Airport prohibition”, .- -
-~ zones and the:associated County Ordinance are mentioned briefly in Section 4. 3 (Page U
... 4.3-72) of the DEIR,.DTSC encourages the Gounty to research the éxtent of - SRS

groundwater impacts that have been identified in Monterey County ‘For rnstance the
. .+ former Fort Ord d nnklng water wells have been impacted with low concentrat:ons of
o Trlchloroethene (TCE). These other organic contaminants shouid be added 1o -

: " -mitigation measure Table 1-2 and other appropriate’ tables throughout the document

" Information with respect to the status of the.former Fort Ord cleanup program can be
" found af www.foftordcleanup.com. You can aiso view various Land. Use Covenants for
: groundwater use restrictions for Fort Ord on the DTSC‘s web page, L R
. WWWenvrrostordtsccadov B R e

' Sectlon 43 4, Page 4 3-100 Well Competrtlon and Adverse We!l Interference

This section deseribes the impacts of wells in ‘close proximity or adjacent ta each other

that can be thought of as competing for the same groundwater resources. ‘It should be

noted that lnterference with groundwater contaminant plumes should also be avoided. "

_ - . If upon pumping, the cone of depressron mterferes wrth a contamlnated groundwater
e _plume adverse effects wr!l result . el H Th -

'-“Sectlon 4. 13 Hazards and Hazardous Materlals The presence of MEC has been iy
.2 identifled in the former Fort Ord area.. The MEC areas are being identtfied, evaluated_ _ '_ S

and remediated by the Anny, although DTSC fesls that MEC should be listed as &
hazardous material ori pagé 4.13-2. In addition, the Army feels that reasonable and
prudent actions be taken when performing intrusive activities on the former Fort Ord
site. The Armmy recommends that construction personnel involved in infrusive activity

attend MEC recoghnition and safety training as offered by the Army in accordance with -

Record of Decision, No Further Action Related to Munitions and Explosives of Concern -



, | Hazardous Subs nees Smentlst
;_.Sacramento Office’. " e SRS
Brownf elds and Enwronmenta! Restoratron Program '

- cc . ’Ms Garl Youngblood

" ~Post Office Box 5004

S-8a
‘See -5

o Mr. Carl Holm . . _ R I
“October'31,2008 - - e R e

e '.‘Track T Sltes February 2005 The Army requu‘es to be notlf ed by the landowner prlor

1o'the start of planned intrusive actrvmes The llnk for regrstermg for thls tralnmg can be y
._found atwwwfortordcleanup com. iE -, W : S - CLow e

orf®, please fee! free to contact me at (916) 255 3664

.. Fort Ord:BRAC Envrronmental Coordrnator
-+ Department of the Army - : .
- _Environmernital-and Natural Reseurces

“ - Presidio of Monterey, Calrfornla 93944~5004 o e B e
M. Grant Hrmebaugh S e TR ‘
" *.Regional Water. Quality. Control Board
: . “Central Coast Region. .

* 895 Aerovista Place, Surte 101

* - San Luis Obispo, California 93401

Oﬁ“ce of . Plannrng and Research g 8 ERmT g T
State Clearinghouse - ' T S e
1400 Tenth Street - .

Post Office Box 3044, 0
Sacramento Callfornra 95812-3044

oM. GuentherMoskat TR,
‘California CEQA Tracklng Center LY ST ey i

- . 10011 Street, 25" Floor

Post Office Box 806 -
Sacramento Callforma 9581 2-0806
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA D E
2

GOVERNOK'S OFFICE of PLANNING AND RESEARCH SINPRS
: “BTATE CLEAR]NGHOUSEAND PLANNING Um'r N R L

* ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER | Co B Tt CYNTHIABRUANT
GovERNOR = : . s . % - .. DRECTOR. - -

- . Deceimber 3, 2008

.. CartHolm - |
. Y68'W, Alisal Street, 2nd Floor . " AL AR AN
'.Salmas CA93901-2680 : S L T T
See S-5

' Subjéct: 2007 Monterey County General Plan
o SCH# 2007121001, " R

i 'DearCa.rIHolm. ,' __..__'.:‘-':._"...‘.'__ _ - : : ; .’ '

The State Cleannghouse submmed the above nnmed Draﬁ E]R to selected stnte agenmes for rewew On
thie enclosed Document Details. Report please note that the Clea:mghouse has listed the state agencles that

-, - reviewed your document. ‘The teview period closed on Deceniber 2; 2008, and the cormeiits from the
 ‘responding agency (ies) is (ere) enclosed. . If this comment packigs is not-in order, pleasé notlfy the State
. Clearinghouse immediately. Please refer to the pro_]ect’s ten-chglt Sta,te Glea.rmghouse numher in future -
eorresppndencesothatwemayrespondpmnq:ﬂy IR B A S

Y 7 Please note ihat: Sectlon21104(e) of the CahfomaPubhe Resourqea Cnde smtes that'

LA responsxble or other public agency shall onlymake substantwe comments regardmg those s
450 getivities invelved ir a project which are within an area of expertiseof the agéncy or which are' i
'”'@qun‘edtobecmedoutorapprowdbytheagcy Thoseeomments shallbe mpportedby =
speclﬁcdocumentatmn" : IR e Lo

a These comruients are forwarded fot use mprepanng your  final envnonmental document Should you need
. mofe inforraticn or. ¢larification of the enclosed comments we recommend tha.t you contaet the
commentmg age.ney dn'ecﬂy : - 5 . _ Eenl ..

-7 Thig letter acknowledges that you have cemphed w:th the State Cleannghouse revxew requlremmts for N
"+ . draft environmental documents, pursuant to the California Envrronmental Quahty Act. Please contact the .
: State Clearmghouse at (916) 445—-0613 if you have any quesnons regardmg the envuonmental rev1ew '
process. | ) . ; .

,"_'TerryR erts . Co
-Dn'ector State Cleannghouae

1400 IOth Stmet P 0 301:3044 Sacmmento, Gahfomm 95811-3044

(916) 445-0615 FAX (916) 323-3018" W\'m.opr.ca.gov
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State Clearinghouse Data Base. -~ . -~ See S-5

e - . .. SCHi 2007121001 A
) Project Tifle 2007 Monterey county General Plan .. . EEES ‘a
. Lgangency.‘.:. Montel’ey C.ounty IIE—— RUNEL . - e e _. - .'-:,.-..l.;‘.'.,;._.i,.t. PO

T % Type EIR Draft ER’ R
Description Note SupplementlSubsequent Program E[R . 3 :
The General Plan serves as the [blusprint for growth in unmcorporated mlend arsas bf Monterey
.County by des:gnating land for.various urban and noi-urban uses Includmg agrtcuttural commerdial, ‘
" industrial, residential, and publ:dquasl-pubtlc GP 2007 carries ovar most of the pollcles ahd Iand use -
'designattons that composed GP 2008, with a humber of key revisions.” The following describes GP.
- 2007, with items that represent a chanle from GP 2006 marked with an asterisk or. Ilsted under "Other '
: GP2007Provis:ons R R LI R e

Lead Agency Gontact
%> .. - Name .CarlHolm -
£t "Agency  Montersy COunty )
S _rfnone-.f-(me) 7555103
it 0 emall B A
L Add‘ressf 168 W, AlisaIStreet 2nd Floor R
Cﬂy Salinas *

Project Location
Lo County Monterey R
P Cly: Carme[-by-the-Sea -
o . Reglon RIS RN R
i ) “ . 'Lat/Long. ‘_' e :;.i[ S A R
" [..Cross Streets.” Sl e s '
. Pargel No, < -7 ot cRET OGS e e =R
Tow"shlp - "."-"f,- ‘. Range . = - " Seefion” .t v U Base. L

. Prommityto i ,_":"‘.;‘; P S - i
-, - Highways multlpla'.- ST T
" . Alrports multiplé: - e i

- Raltways.  multiple. == - "7 . vl S RIS

' Waterways multiple *, -\ ¢ : AR T S N )

.‘.:‘ - Schodls_ ._ mulilple S .. PR AR . A ool S e _... RSP

".... .Land Use Thislsan updatetothe 1932 General Plan effecttve oounty-wlde Vanouszonlng and Iand use . . ..
R 'deslgnanons s RS - ST LT

.- ProfectIssues - Aesthethleuat Agrlcuttural Land A|r Quality. Archaeologlo-HIstoric' Cumulative Effecte -
“+.."" - . Drainage/Absorption; Ecanomics/Jobs; Flood Plain/Flooding; Forest Land/Fire Hazard; el
S Geologic/Selsmic; Growth Inducmg, Landuse; Minerals; Nolse; Populatloru'Housmg Balance. Public
. .- Setvices; RecreatlonIParKS. Schools/Universities; Septic Systemn; Sewer Capacity; Soll - ‘ "
e Eroslon!COmpactloniGredlng, Solid Waste; Toxic/Hazardous; TrafﬁciCirculatlon, Vegetatlon. Water I
o Qualrty. WaterSuppIy, WettanleiparIan, Wlldlife IR ST o

: -7 . Reviewing Resourees Agency. Department of Corlservatlon Deparhnentof Fish and Game Region 4 Cel Fire
" Agencles; Department of Parks and Recreatlon;. Office of Emergéncy Setvices; Clltrane, Division of Aeroneuttcs
’ © i Califonia Highway Patrol; Caltrans, District 5; Departmentof Housing and Community Devetopment,
' . .. : - AlrResources Board, T ransportation Projects; Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 3; Netive :
_) ) S American Hantage Commisslon Publlc Utlllties Comm:ss:on. Department of To;dc Substances Control .

T
Ty

" Date Recelved osroerab’qa' sﬁr{ér;nevré_w _,’qeros:zooa’ L ,:_Endorngm_w 1010212008 - T ‘r'r-t-:' —

& me mee e O ST B L s PR foe 2 aE N
. . . PRI e ae R L S UL TR

Note Blanks in data fields reeult from Insul‘ﬂclent infonnation provided by Ieed agency ' S



: : | # o S-8b
: . o 65 f ek See S-5 o
‘ .. Department of Toxic Substances Control: ... ...
Bl e s o " Maureen F. Gorsen, D_irécior.' S % . o . R
Unda S.Adams .- - -~ - + - ' 8800 CalCenterDrive " *. - - ... - Amold Schwarzenegger

1 .. :  Secretaryfor Co _"Sacramento, California 95826-3200 .. _:‘..3 Ca e Govemer
"__Ehvlrpnm_ental'Pmtectlop_-_r B Tt R

1 October 31,2008 . [REGEIVED | clan " 70
. SRR P ' - '_ R . "008;:-"" (9w£ DR o
- Planning Manager © “ 0 LT |t e HousE | T
' Monterey County-Planning-Department =" P17~ "o, e e T
" 1+ 188 W; Alisal Street, 2nd Floor. + - = 7. ‘
- Salinas; California 93901 . s U

<+ 'REVIEW OF THE MONTEREY COUNTY 2007 GENERAL PLAN (AMENDED) DRAFT::. .. .
" .. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR), SCH #2007121001 DATED, " =~ - ., £ i+ i

l) B N e e 0T
~. " Thank you for providing the Departrent of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) the, .-,
", .. - Opportunity to review the Monterey.County 2007 Genéral Plan Draft Environmenta}... " =" [, 7"
. Impaqt-Repor_{dated__§eptémpef, 2008... > T e SET TR
- DTSC is thé State’s lead "é',(jéncy for the environmental _'ctéaﬁtjpiahi:l -fééiignmenf of 2
 closing military. bases and maintains jurisdiction over all hazardous substanceand -* & ; -
hazardous waste issues with the excéptioh of petroleurn contamination. The basls for . "

. DTSC's regulatory authority is found in Califoria Health and Safety Code, Division 20, = -
- Chapters 8.5 (Hazardous Waste Control); Chapter 6.8 {Hazardous Substarices Acdount ;
- Act), and Califérnia Code of Regulations, Title 22; Division4.5. - . .- - " - ¥
- The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Broad (CCRWQCB) has authority t
. .over the remediation of petroleum sites and the protection of the waters of the State of -~
- Califomia,” Thé CCRWQCB regulatory authority is found in'the Porter-Cologne Water.” " .. -
“Quality Controf Act, Califomnia Water Code and California Code of Regulations, Title 23, .
.+ ..~ .Division 3, Chaptér 15 and 18. .In addition, the Air Resources Board wouldbg . - ¥\t
© .7+ concerned with impacts to airquality. - 0 U L e T e

- - DTSC generally reviews the énvironmental documents to determina whetherthe -~ " 1.
~..proposed project could have potential impact on public health and worker safety .. .- 17 -
because of the possible preserics of residual chemical contaminants and/or riunitions ...
y - - andexplosives of concem (MEC). -~ . . e T IO

o @ P(lr';ladanacirEled_nger
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“MrGarHolm: s . | et e e T
" October 31,2008 - | T

| Page2 oo

[

Please ensure- that any reuse planned far property on the former Fort Drd facmty lS

* consistent with the approved Fort Ord Reuse Plan dated June.1997. “This i$ the ..

document that the regulators use to ensure cleanup levels support reuse of Vanous Al
parcels - : : L . S s

- " The comments below were prewously submlttecl to your agency for the 2006 General gl i
o Plan DEIR These are bemg resubmrtted to ensure completeness of our, review, L .

.‘ ' - . . Yy AR
. . . S - Lk

o M

Lo -‘Table 1-2 Exeeutlve Summary Table, Mltlgatron Measure 4 3 Water Resqurces S BT
* . Volatile Organic Compounds and other cohtaminants Kave been found to. impact the | LA
_ . groundwater resources at numerous sites in Monterey County, and the’ mast notable Is..- - S
.- the former Fort Ord.: Although the Fort Ord and Monterey Peninsula Airport prohlbltron '_ L
" ‘= zones and the-assoclated County Ordinance are mentioned briefly in'Section 4 3. (Page L
-+ -4,3-72) of the DEIR, DTSC encourages the County 16 research the extent of A
- ‘groundwater impacts that have been Identified in Monterey County: - For mstance the
- formeér.Fort Qrd drinking water wells have been impacted with, low concentrations. of
 _ Trichloroethene (TCE). These other organic contaminangs should be added to” .7
/. = mitigatiorf measure Table 1-2 and other appropriate tables throughout the document;
BENEES lnformatlon with respect to the status of the fofmer Fort Ord cleanup program ¢canbe - -7 T
.+ -found at www.fortordcleanup.com. -You can also view various Land Use Covenants for fon
'5 .'",.groundwater use restrictlons for_Forl: Ord on the DTSC sweb page, T T TR

Sectlon e 4 P ag e d 3_100 Well Competltlon and Adverse Well lnterference
' This section describes thie impacts of wells In close proximity or adjacent to each other . S

;' : .that can be thought of as competing for the same ‘groundwater resources. It should be
.. " noted that interference with groundwater contaminant plumes should also be avoided. .
- .. K.upon.pumping, the d¢onhe of depressmn lnterferes w1th a contammated groundwater

LN _'plume adverse effects will résult. - T e £ M e

o Sectlon 4, 13 Hazards and Hazardous Materials The presence af MEC has been s
-+ identified in the former Fort Ord area. ‘The MEC areas afe being identified, evaluated e
. and remediated by the Army, although DTSC feéls that MEC should be listed as'a - ’

hazardous material on pzge 4:13-2. In. addition, the Army feels that reasonable and .

" © “prudent actions be taken when performing intrusive actjvities on the former Fort Ord .

site.- The Anmy recommends that construction pefsonnel involved in intrusive activity - *
attend MEC recognition and safety training as offered by the Anny in accordance with .
Record of Decrsuon No Further Action Related to Mumtlons and Explostves of Concem



'.-.‘,..‘Mr, Carl Ho!m ' _ o
- October 31 2008

Page 3

S-8b
_See S5

'Track 1 Sltes February 2005 The Anny requires to be notif ed by the Iandowner pnor .

to the start of plannéd infrusive actl\ntles The Ilnk for reglsterlng for thls tralning can be o

o fourid at WV, fortordcleanup com

Sacramento Gffice R i e
Brownf‘ elds and Enwronmental Restoratlon Program

nces S_caentlst

% -Ms Gail Youngblood

R A +
‘\\’ < .- ... Fort Ord BRAC Enwronmental Coordlnator

Lo " Department of the Army = . -
.+, ‘Environmental arid Natural Resourees g ‘
" “'Post Officé Box 5004 -

S Presidio of Monterey, C‘allfomia 93944—5004

) --"_'Mr Grant Hlmebaugh aS
- . Regional Water Quahty Control Board N o

" -Central Coast Region . -
- 895 Aerovisti Place; Suite 101"
- 8an Luis ObIspo Callfornla 93401

Off'ce of Pianmng and Research
' "State Cledringhouse )

1400 Tenth Street -
Post Office Box 3044 .

.:.Sacramento Callfomia 95812—3044

o Mr.. Guenther Moskat - Lo
© California CEQA Tracklng Center ' e

.t 1001 | Street, 25" Floor .

“ " Post Office Box 806

Sacramento Calrfornla 95812—0806
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Monterey County Item No.37

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal L., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: A 20-245 July 07, 2020

Introduced: 6/17/2020 Current Status: RMA Administration -
Consent

Version: 1 Matter Type: BoS Agreement

a. Approve a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of Salinas and the County
of Monterey in the amount of $204,000.00 for County to fund that portion of the East Laurel
Pedestrian Improvements Project fronting County property; and

b. Authorize the Resource Management Agency Director to sign the MOU.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
Ii is recommended that the Board of Supervisors:
a. Approve a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of Salinas and the
County of Monterey in the amount of $204,000.0¢ for County to fund that portion of the East
Laurel Pedestrian Improvements Project fronting County property; and
b. Authorize the Resource Management Agency Director to sign the MOU.

SUMMARY:

The City of Salinas (City) is in process of bidding their East Laurel Pedestrian Improvements Project,
which is located in the City of Salinas, with a portion of the project across the County’s Laurel Yard
property at 855 E. Laurel Drive. The scope consists of streetlights, pedestrian lights, rehabilitation of
existing path, installation of an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) curb ramp and extension to trail,
and minor striping.

As part of the Project, the City would construct pedestrian improvements along East Laure]l Drive that
is owned by the County. These pedestrian improvements are part of the County’s Capital
Improvement Program and the County has identified funds to fund that portion of the improvements
fronting County property. The proposed MOU establishes the roles and responsibilities for this
collaborative project with the County contributing $204,000 and issuing an encroachment permit to
the City (no fee).

DISCUSSION:

Monterey County Resource Management Agency (RMA) staff have been collaborating with the City
in the development of their proposed project to construct pedestrian improvements along East Laurel
Drive (Project). The proposed pedestrian improvements extend along the frontage of County-owned
land at 855 East Laurel Drive.

The City’s East Laurel Pedestrian Improvements Project includes constructing streetlights, pedestrian
lights, rehabilitation of existing path, installation of an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) curb

Monterey County Page 1 Printed on 7/1/2020



Legistar File Number: A 20-245

ramp and extension to trail, and minor striping. The City shall provide design services, bidding
services, and construction management and administrative fanctions, In return, the County proposes to
collaborate with the City on the Project’s construction and issue an encroachment permit to the City
(no fee) and pay for the portion on the County’s property.

The City performed the environmental review (Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
[IS/MND]) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for this project. Project
plans and specifications have been completed and are solicited for construction bids from construction
contractors. It is anticipated that bids will be opened on June 9, 2020, The City anticipates awarding
the project to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder, for construction to commence late
semmer 2020,

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
RMA has collaborated with the City staff in drafting the Agreement and developing terms for said
Agreement. The Office of the County Counse! has reviewed and approved the Agreement as to form.

FINANCING:

The estimate for the cost for the County portion of the project, including administrative services and
construction management, arc approximately $204,000, This project is part of the County’s Capital
Improvement Program (CIP), for approximately $204,000 in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21. The funds
for the Project were programmed into the Annual Work Program for Road Fund and sufficient
appropriations are available in the Road Fund, Pund 002, Appropriation Unit RMA012, funded by
Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT).

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS STRATEGIC !_lj!! TATIVES:
The Project is a pedesttian improvement project intended to increase pedestrian safety along East
Laurel Drive.

__Economic Development
__Administration

__Health & Human Services
X Infrastructure

X_ Public Safety

Prepared by: Randell Y, Ishii, M.S,, P.E., P.T.0.E., Chief of Public Works (831) 784-5647
Reviewed by: Shawne Ellerbee, Deputy Director of Administrative Services of RMA
Approved by: Carl P, Holm, AICP, RMA Director /n) /ﬂ"‘ CH

Atftachments:
Attachment A -Memorandum of Understanding
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Monterey County Item No.37

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W, Allsal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901
Legistar File Number: A 20-245 July 07, 2020
Introduced: 6/17/2020 Current Status: RMA Administration -
Consent
Version: 1 Matter Type: BoS Agreement

a. Approve a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of Salinas and the County
of Monterey in the amount of $204,000.00 for County to fund that portion of the East Laurel
Pedestrian Improvements Project fronting County property; and

b. Authorize the Resource Management Agency Director to sign the MOU.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors:
a. Approve a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of Salinas and the
County of Monterey in the amount of $204,000.00 for County to fund that portion of the East
Laure] Pedestrian Improvements Project fronting County property; and
b. Authorize the Resource Management Agency Director to sign the MOU,

SUMMARY:

The City of Salinas (City) is in process of bidding their East Laurel Pedestrian Improvements Project,
which is located in the City of Salinas, with a portion of the project across the County’s Laurel Yard
property at 855 E. Laurel Drive. The scope consists of streetlights, pedestrian lights, rehabilitation of
existing path, installation of an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) curb ramp and extension to trail,
and minor striping.

As part of the Project, the City would construct pedestrian improvements along East Laurel Drive that
is owned by the County. These pedestrian improvements are part of the County’s Capital
Improvement Program and the County has identified funds to fund that portion of the improvements
fronting County property. The proposed MOU establishes the roles and responsibilities for this
collaborative project with the County contributing $204,000 and issuing an encroachment permit to
the City (no fee),

DISCUSSION:

Monterey County Resource Management Agency (RMA) staff have been collaborating with the City
in the development of their proposed project to construct pedestrian improvements along East Laurel
Drive (Project). The proposed pedestrian improvements extend along the frontage of County-owned
land at 855 East Laurel Drive,

The City’s East Laurel Pedestrian Improvements Project includes constructing streetlights, pedestrian
lights, rehabilitation of existing path, installation of an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) curb

Monterey County Page 1 Printed on 7/1/2020



Legistar File Number: A 20-245

ramp and extension to trail, and minor siriping. The City shall provide design services, bidding
services, and construction management and administrative functions. In return, the County proposes to
collaborate with the City on the Project’s construction and issue an encroachment permit to the City
{no fee) and pay for the portion on the County’s property.

The City performed the environmental review (Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
[IS/MNDY}) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for this project. Project
plans and specifications have been completed and are solicited for construction bids fiom construction
contractors. It is anticipated that bids will be opened on June 9, 2020, The City anticipates awarding
the project to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder, for construction to commence late
summer 2020. -

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
RMA has collaborated with the City staff in drafling the Agreement and developing terms for said
Agreement. The Office of the County Counsel has reviewed and approved the Agreement as to form,

FINANCING:

The estimate for the cost for the County portion of the project, including administrative services and
constryction management, aro approximately $204,000. This project is part of the County’s Capital
Improvement Program (CIP), for approximately $204,000 in Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21. The funds
for the Project were programmed into the Annual Work Program for Road Fund and sufficient
appropriations are available in the Road Fund, Fund 002, Appropriation Unit RMA012, funded by
Transient Occupancy Tax {TOT).

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS STRATEGIC INII TATIVES:
The Project is 8 pedesttian improvement project intended to increase pedestrian safety along East
Laurel Drive.

__Economic Development
__Administration

__Health & Human Services
X Infrastructure

X_ Public Safety

Propared by: Randell Y. Ishii, M.§,, PE., P.T.O.E., Chief of Public Works (831) 784-5647
Reviewed by: Shawne Ellerbee, Deputy Director of Administrative Services of RMA
Approved by: Carl P. Holm, AICP, RMA Director fn)/m’ CH

Attachments:
Attachment A -Memorandum of Understanding
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ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

GOVERNOR

" Decoibér3,2008 ¢

S-8b 4"‘“’"""% 9@(_
i by
STATE OF CALIFORNIA S _ * :

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE of PLANNING AND RESEARCH - % g
“STATE CLEARNGHOUSEANDPLANNINGUNH S .“‘“..

:Cmimit_]!mr
 DIRECIOR

... Carl Holm . T A TSR
. Monterey Cousty - © S T RERES e

. 168W. Ahsal Street, 2ndFloor
k Salmas CA 93901-2680 '

' '.-_.Sub_]ect' 2007 MontereyCountyGeneralPlan A e
7 SCH# 2007121001 .- . R T TP

: 'DearCarlHolnL ',_-‘_ _' N ;:f'.'_ '-f‘. . )

. ‘Please note that Sectton 21104(c) of the Calri‘orma Pubhc Reseurees Code states tbat

See S—5

The State Cleannghouse suhrmtted the above named Draft EIR. to, selected state ageneles for rewew On
' thie enclosed Document Details Report please note that the Clearmghouse has listed the state agencles that
. . reviewed your documeit. “The review period closed on December 2, 2008, and the cormerits from the "
N 1'espundmg agency (ies) is (are) enclosed. : If this corament packege is not'in order, please notxfy the State
" Clearinghouse immediately. Please refet to the prOJeet’s fen—dlgrt Sta,te Clearmghouse mm:lhef in, future

correspondence 50 that we may respond promptly

“A respons1b1e or other public agency shall only make substannve cumments regardmg those
" gtivities involved iri a project which are withi an area of expentise of the agency or which are:

ﬁ;'.l.t' 1. ‘J?qun'edtobeemedoutoeredbyﬂlﬂsemy Th°8°°°mm°nmsm"°mpp°maby L

specxﬁc dpeumentahon" KN

i 'I‘heee comuments aré forwarded for use mpreparmg your ﬁnal envnonmental document. Shnuld you need

"'»moremformsnonorelanﬁcahonofﬂ:eenclosedcomments wereeommendthatyoucontactme oo L
"""commmb.ugageneydirectly - k : . R R A

7 'This letter acknewledges that you hnve cemphed mth the State Cleannghouse rew.ew reqmreh:ents for ARt
" . draft environmental documents, pursuant to the California Enwromnental Quahty Act. Pléase contact the". L
: State Clearmghouse at (916) 4-45 0613 if you have auy quesnons regardmg the env:lrmtmental rev1ew S

process..

R

o ‘_.'TanyR O R R e A R R R
. DnectorStateClearmghouse R S S T

14_00 IOthStreet P.O 3013044 Sacmmenta,_cmﬁma 95812.3044-: &
(915)4450613 BAX (916) 3233018 mnpm_gw
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Project Title
g LeadAgency

S-8b
See S-5

- Document Details Report
State Glearingheuse Data Base.

2007121001 o
+2007 Monterey County General Flan .
Monter‘ey County Sy T

Type
escrlption

EIR Dl‘aﬁ EIR

Note SupplementISubsequent ngram E[R . ¥
The General Plan serves as the blueprint for growth in unrncurperated mland areas Df Menterey

.~ .County by desrgnatmg land for.various urban and non—urban uses Including agrlcultural commerc!al R
“"* Industrial, residential, and public/quasi-public. GP 2007 carries ovaer most of the policies and landuse -
. 'designations fhat composed GP 2008, with a humber of key revisions.” The following describas GP.
*" . 2007, with items that represent a change from GP 2006 marked wlth an asterlsk or| Ilsted under "Other'- e T

; ‘i ‘ - . GP 2007 Provlslons
Lead Agency Gontact
% -+, - Nameé .CarlHoim T S S
'Agency Monterey Courity .. S
v Phone (916)755—5103 el s L Fa
4 emall

g a  Address
w Ty Gty

'1ss w Alisal Street. 2nd Floor

Sal]nas

Project Locatlon

SR COunty Monterey E R e
. City: Carmel-bybthe-Sea
Reglon . :
Lat/ Long e
..Cross Streets

. Parcel No.

Townshtp - &l

: .- Range

' _:Proxtmlty to:

PR Htghwaye
Lo _) Alrpoits |

‘- Railways. .
Waferways'

-~ - Schools

. '.Lanq',b_‘se,

multiple .

rnuluple:' R o
multiple. - .- e : - U IR e el S
mu]tlple"f: - R ; Rl

multiple. .
This is an. update to the 1982 General Plen effethe county-wlde Vanous zonlng and Iand use' Sl ;
deslgnatrens e T e e L T et AT R

- Prefect 'ls._sues

Aesﬂ':etlchsuaI' Agrlcultural Land A|r Quallty. Arehaeologle—l-listuric, Curnulative Eﬂecu;
DrarnagelAbeorptron EconomlcsIJobs. Flood PIainIFloodfng, Forest Land/Flre Hazarid; - ' o
GeologIcISetsmrc‘ Growth Inducml. Landuse; Minerals; Noise; PopulatloniHousIng Balance. Publlc_ o E

- Services; | Recreetlon!Padqs SchoelslUnlverslties, Septic System; Sewer Capacity; Soll . o
ErosronICOmpactionIGredlng, Solld Waste; Toxic/Hazardous; TrafﬁcIC[rcuIatron, Vegetetron. Water cef T
Quality. WsrterSuppIy. WetlandIRlparian. Wlldltfe el Ll .

% C Reviewing
" " Agencles.

Resources Agency, Department of Conservatton' Department of Fish end Game. Regien 4 Cal Flre oo
Department of Parks and Recreatlon;-Office of Emergéncy Servlces. Cettrans Division of Aeronautics, U
Califomia Highway Patrol; Caltrans, District 5; Départment of Housing and Community Development; .
Alr Resources Board, T ransportation Projects; Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 3; Native
American Hentage Commlsslon Publlc Utrlrtles Comm:ssron. Department uf Toxrc Substances Control

" pate Recelvéd

ogro_srz_iqu' * Start of Review _,9910512008' L ,':Endofﬂevlew:t?IO?IZQOB Lol f_=' R

P
H

— PRy L P s T Lt P R T L R TIPREa) A

o ‘_ Note Blanks in data tielde result from insufﬂcient mformation prcwlded by Ieed agency - N

B e T I T Il o



‘ ._)__ Q @ o Department of Tomo_Sabstances Control :

N S-8b
\

o . oo ey R i See S-5

—
—

Lo Sl Maureen F. Gorsen Director B R - e
UndaS.Adams .- - <%~ . 7 . . 8800 Cal Center Drive . SR [ '_ Arnold Sohwalzeneggar
Secratary for . .Bacramento, Califomia 958_26-_3200 S I CHR T T Govemﬂr IR

* | Environmental Protection - °

g )

iy Cjctoher 3_1,’.2@)03_,_""

Mr Carl Holm
Plannlng Manager - e
Monterey County. Planmng Department R I T
- 168 W. Alisal Street, 2nd Floor _ _; S .' AP ':,f-, S e ,';T'_.._-:;s..' !
Salmas Calrforma 93901 R i "-“‘ ,_;::--‘,: . :.' S
REVIEW OF THE MONTEREY COUNT'Y 2007 GENERAL PLAN (AMENDED) DRAFT

.. .ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR) SCH #2007121001 DATED
--j SEPTEMBER 2008" - , - e

Deaer Holm _ Brdas™ wy ol e 0 T WL R e sl e
Thank you for prowdmg the Department of Toxrc Substances Control (DTSC) the j_' ‘
. opportunity to review the Monterey. County 2007 Generaf Plan Draﬂ‘ Enwronmenta! ' S
Impact Raport dated September, 2008 . -, RN TIN S

*DTSC is the State s lead agency forthe enwronmental cleanup and reallgnment of
“closing military. bases and maintains jurisdiction over all hazardous substance and -
hazardous waste issues with the exoeptron of petroleurh contamination. The basis’ for
. BTSC's regulatory authority Is found in California Health and Safety Code, Division 20, St
- Chapters 8.5 (Hazardous Waste Control), Chapter 6.8 (Hazardous Substances Account _
+ 'Act), and Callfornla Code of Regulatlons Title 22 Dwrslon 4 5 A : s -{‘ S

- Thé Central Coast Regronal Water Quallty Control Broad (CCRWQCB) has authorrty .
. over the remediation of petroleum sites and the protection of the waters of the State of ) ‘;
" California, The .CCRWQGB regulatory authority is found in the Porter-Cologne Water. o
- Quality Control Act, California Water Code and Califomia Code of Regulations, Tltle 23 o
.Division 3, Chapter 15 and 16. .In addition, the Air Resources Board would be C PRI

R concemed with |mpacts to air quallty

DTSC generally reviews the envrronmental documente o determlne whether the f- SR

- .proposed project could have potential impact on publjic health and worker safety ;
because of the possrble presence of residual ohemroal oontamlnants andlor munrtions i
and. explqsrves of, oonoern (MEC) o . : Lt

L@ Pmlaadénaéeycmrlsper -



S-8b
.- See S8-5

'October31 2008_ B : Do S C L

o F‘age2

Ve 5
A :

Please ensure that any reuse planned for property on the former Fort Ord faclhty is

consistent with the approved Fort Ord Reuse Plan dated June. 1997, “This i is the..

document that the regulators use to ensure cleanup levels support reuse of varrous '
parcels o R L . . o o

- The comments below were prevrously submltted tc your agency for the 2006 General ¥ j_' L
Plan DEIR These are belng resubmltted to ensure completeness of our reviewl .;' : »;5 _'_ AT

Lo Table 1-2 Executrve Summary Table llﬂltlgatron Measure 4 3 Water Resources A
' Volatile Organic COmpounds and other contaminants have been found to. :mpact the : :', ERT
. groundwater resources 'at numerous sites in Monterey County, and the most notable Is-.-
.+ theformer Fort Ord. Although the Fort Ord and Monterey Peninsula Airport prohlbltron o
* ' zones and the associated County Ordinance are menticned briefly in-Section 4 3 (Page G
- *4,3-72) of the DEIR, DTSC encourages the County to research the éxtent of - S
" -groundwater impacts that have been identified in Monterey County:- “For instance the
. former.Fort Ord drinking water wells' have been impacted with_low condentrations.o

Trichloroethene (TCE). These other organic contamiriants should be added to' .-

;= mitigation’ measure Table 1-2 and other approprrate tables throughout the documents .
T lnformatlon W|th respect to the status of the former Fort Ord c¢leanup program can be’ .
~..-found at www. fortordcleanug com. - You can also view vatious Land Use Covenants for l

. groundwater use restrlct|cns for Fort Ord on the DTSC's web page R

L ;wwwenvrrostcr,dtsc ca, goy *: ':1:-‘

Sectlon 434, Page 4. 3-100 Well Competltlon and Adverse Well lnterference CeE.

. .This section describes the impacts of wells in clése proximity or adjacent to eadh other. '» "- ?_‘ '.ifi-

.. " that can be thcught of as competing for the same ‘groundwater resources. It should be -
..~ noted that interference with groundwater contaminant plumes should also be’ avoided. .
.- If.upon.pumping, the ¢one of depress:on Interferes wrth a ccntamznated groundwater

S plume adverse effects WI|| result. : : =y .

Sectlon 4, 13 Hazards and Hazardous Materlals. The presence of MEC has been
-+ identified in the former Fort Ord area. ‘The MEC areas -are being identified, evaluated
. and remediated by the Army, although DTSC feéls that MEC should be listed asa.

hazardous material on page 4:13-2. In. addition, the Army feels that reasonable and -

- “prudent actions be taken when performing intrusive activities on the former Fort Ord -

site.. The Army recommends that construction personnel involved in intrusive activity -
attend MEC recognition and safety training’ as offered by the An'ny in accordance with .
Record of Declsron No Further Actron Related to Munltrons and Exploslves of Concern
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MG HOIM. T TR i s et L e
- October 31, 2008 B e e T TE K S S
Page3 :

'Track 1 Srtes February 2005 The Anny requires to be notlf ed. y the Iandowner pnor
to the start of plannéd intrusive actrvrtres The Imk for regrstering for this traming can be
fourd atwwwfortordcleanup com _ -;:-.-.- o PRI :

_nces Screntrsf .gh_;;; : o
Sacramento Office . e S T I ROE
BrOWnﬁelds and Envrronmental Restoratron Pqu,-am:;_...E__.‘ Sl

-\) cc -':‘-Ms Gall Youngblood AT
= - Fort Ord BRAC Envrronmenta! Coordlnator
: = " - Department of the Army = ¢ -

s ot 7 Environmental arid Natural ﬁesourees
S0 YPost Office Box 5004 -
PR N 'Presrdio of Monterey. Chlrfomra 93944-5004 g

b2 Mr Grant Hlmebaugh ST BRI B £ 5 th,

- . ‘Regional Water Quality Control Board R T e L T
- Central Coast Region _ - : AT PRI
‘895 Aerovista Place; Suite 101 S e AR
~San Luis Obrspo Calrfomra 93401 D ® wooe e R

o Off‘ ice of Plannlng and Research
' Btate Clearinghouse . :
-~ 1400 Tenth Street - "~ . S A ot L wm Cw f . L T
" Post Office Box 3044 IR R T T A
- -'_.Sa,cramento Calrfomla 95512»3044 S

_ Mr.. Guenther Moskat : o
.., .- California CEQA Tracklng Center R
.+ 1001 | Street, 25% Floor & L T e
. Post Office Box 806 | : Co SN
-) . * Sacramento, Calrforma 95812—0806 P . A P
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA See S-1 ;5 ﬁg W @
GOVERNOR'’S OFFICE of PLANNING AND RESEARCH %-\.,-} m A

e e o STATE CLEARINGHOUSE-AND PLAMNING UNIT. . . ___. ..

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGUER .
{GOVERNOR . DIRECTOR

February 5, 2009 pionterey Coupy
: e anning and Buildin
Pection Ad, mmfstraﬂ%n
Carl Holm FEB 10 2009
Monterey County

168 W. Alisal Sireet, 2nd Floor HE@EHVED

Salinas, CA 93901-2630

Subject: 2007 Monterey County General Plan
SCH#: 2007121001

Dear Carl Holm:

The enclosed comment (s) on your Draft EIR was (were) received by the State Clearmghouse afier the end
of the state review period, which closed on February 2, 2009. We arc forwarding these cornments to you
because they provide information or raise issues that should be addressed in your final environmental

document.
The California Environmenta! Quality Act does not rednire Lead Agericies to respond fo late coraments.

However, we encourage you to mcorporate these additional comments into your final environmental
document and to consider them prior fo taking final action on the proposed project.

Pleasc contact the State Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any quesuons concemmg the -
envirormgntal review process, If you have a question regarding the above-named project, please refer to
the m—d&:t State Clearinghouse number (2007121001) when controting this office.

Sincerely,

ey oo

Senior Planner, State Clearinghouse

Enclosures
cc: Resources Agency

em s
.

-

<

A
e
l

£ {;*In‘r"_i{i*‘ 2o

- - . 1.~ ar
L "1 £ 2R IR

1400 10th Street  P.0.Box3044 _Sacramento, California 95812-3044
(916) 445-0613 ~ FAX (016} 323-018 www.opr.aigov
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S-8¢
Carl Holm, Monterey County : See S-1
2007 General Plan Draft EIR ee o
February 2, 2009
Page 2

In any event, we look forward to seeing a revised final EIR that addresses these and previous
comments that we have submiited. Please contact me if you have any questions or would like to
discuss our comments further. -

Sincerely.

Sfuginange

Coastal Planner

cc: OPR Clearinghouse
AMBAG Clearinghouse
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3 Cahfornla Regional Water Quality Control Board (€

i d?;“ - -————Central-Coast Region : T m
ecratary for nternet Address: http:ffervww.swrch.ca. govirwgeb3 hnd
Evvironmental 895Aerluwme1:1am, smh:ﬁ, San Lmb?s;og?vcn% 93401
Protection Phone (305) 549-3147 « FAX (805) 543-0397
February 5, 2009
BY ELECTRONIC MAIL
Carl Holm Monterey Coun
Planning and Buildin
holmcp@co.monterey.ca.us [nspectloﬁ Administration
County of Monterey, Resource Management Agency
168 West Alisal Street, 2™ Floor FEB 05 2008

Salinas, CA 93901 _
RECEIVED
lg%- e-mall I-5-09
#:20pPm
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, 2007 MONTEREY COUNTY
GENERAL PLAN, MONTEREY COUNTY, SCH# 2007121001

Dear Mr. Holm:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR)
for the 2007 Monterey County General Plan (General Plan). The Central Coast
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) is a responsible agency under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Water Board staif understands that the
project Is a comprehensive update of the existing 1982 Monterey County General Plan.

General/Opening Comments

Water Board staff supports and commends Monterey County for developing the goals
and policies contained within the General Plan addressing issues critical to effective
watershed protection such as the development of sustainable water supplies,
groundwater recharge area protection, stream setbacks, habitat protection, centralized
development, water conservation and reuse, centralized wastewater. treatment and
recycling, and collaborative regional planning. The successful implementation of policies
addressing these critical issues should effectively restore and protect waler quality (i.e.
help mitigate potential cumulative impacts from projected land use activities). Monterey
County is on the forefront of addressing some of these critical issues.

In some cases, the DEIR does not appear to link policies within the General Plan that
could be applicable to impacts as mitigation measures. Given the DEIR Executive
Summary Table (1-2) is not specific regarding which General Plan goals and policies
apply, and the environmental impact discussions within DEIR section 4 neglect to
identify all applicable General Plan policies as mitigation measures, we must assume | 2
that all policies within the General Plan are binding mitigation measures pursuant to the
DEIR. We did not attempt to identify and itemize General Plan policies as DEIR
mitigation measures for each and every discussed “Issue/Impact” As such, our
comments below are generally in the form of issue discussions accompanied by
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suggested modifications to or additionai_ policies within the Gene_rél Plan that ;hould be
implemented as measures to mitigate the environmental impact of General Plan
implementation.

Sustainable Water Supply & Healthy Watershed Functjons — General Comments

Water demand for the existing developed areas of Monterey County is cumrently not
sustainable and is resulting in cumulative watershed (both surface and groundwater)
impacts. This is alluded to in various portions of the DEIR Water Resources section',
The DEIR indicates the development and implementation of new water sources,
conjunctive use strategies, and conservation and reuse are required to meet future
demand. However, the DEIR does not recognize that these measures along with the
restoration and protection of existing water resources are required to meet existing
demand in a sustainable manner. Monterey County must take more holistic approach to
protect and manage its water resources. A holistic water resource management
approach requires healthy watershed functions as the primary goals and includes
metrics for meeting sustainable water supply demand. This holistic approach also
includes a clear understanding of the - interrelationships between surface and
groundwater resources within and between each of the watersheds. The economic
viability and environmental health of Monterey County (particularly the health of its
watersheds) are Intricately dependent on one another.

Sustainable water supplies for future development can only be achieved within healthy
functioning watersheds. Abundant and clean water does not exist in watersheds that do
not function properly. Therefore, the goal for achieving sustainable water supplies to
meet existing and future water demand should be met first and foremost through
restoring and maintaining healthy watershed functions. We agree the potential impacts
to water supply (surface waters and groundwater basins) are significant as a result of
future growth within Monterey County. However, we are confident they are also
avoidable (not unavoidable as indicated in the DEIR) should demand be met through
sustainable practices and comprehensive watershed management programs that
restore and maintain healthy watershed functions. The development of sustainable
water suppiies to meet future demand is predicated on restoring healthy watershed
functions under existing developed conditions prior to placing additional demands on
the already strained watersheds.

Healthy watersheds have physical and biological integrity, with conditions that are
observable and measurable. Healthy watersheds meet all of the following conditions:

! The Seaside Aquifer and Pajaro Valley Groundwater Basin are currently in overdraft resulting in
seawater intrusion and other water quality impacts associated with diminished assimilative capacity and
concentration effects due to reduced aquifer volume and contaminant loading (primarily nutrients and
salts). The Carmel River and Carmel River Lagoon riparian habitats are currently impacted as a result of
California America Water Company's over allocation of approximately 10,730 acre-feet per year from the
Carmel River which Is the primary public water supply (approximately 76%) for most of the Monterey
Peninsula. DEIR section 1.6.1.2 states: “The three major watersheds in the County (Salinas, Carmel and
Pajaro Rivers) are all in state of overdraft.” In addition, there are extensive and well documented nitrate
impacts throughout the Salinas Valley.
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Rainfall surface runoff at pre-development levels;
Watershed storage of runoff, through infiliration, recharge, baseflow, and
interflow, at pre-development levels;

+ Watercourse geomorphic regimes within natural ranges (stream banks are stable
within natural range; sediment supply and transport within natural ranges); and

e Optimal riparian and aquatic habitats (including: stream flow, in~channel, water
column, and biotic conditions).

Consequently, the restoration and maintenance of healthy watershed functions could be
achieved by watershed management plans that:

Maximize infiltration of clean storm water, and minimize runoff volume and rate;
Protect riparian areas, wetlands, and their buffer zones;

Minimize pollutant loading (to surface water and groundwater);

Protect recharge areas;

Maximize groundwater recharge (that will not result in groundwater impacts);
Minimize and eliminate overdraft;

Maintain surface water baseflows;

Promote water conservation and reuse;

Provide sufficient ongoing monitoring; and

Provide long-term watershed protection.

e 8 & & ¢ ¢ & & & @

The General Plan contains numerous goals and policies addressing various
components of what Water Board staff would consider a comprehensive watershed
management program. However, the DEIR and General Plan do not link them together
as part of a long-term comprehensive watershed management strategy. The General
Plan should include a clear strategy that considers healthy watershed functions as
necessary to assure sustainable water supplies. The strategy should establish realistic
.goals that can be evaluated by measureable outcomes.

Regional Watershed Management

The water supply issues facing Monterey County require a collaborative and integrative
approach to the development of sustainable water supplies. Monterey County’s ongoing
collaborative development and implementation of watershed management plans and
groundwater management plans is discussed in section 4.3.3.2 of the DEIR and the
DEIR proposes additional policies (PS-3.16, PS-3.17 and PS-3.18) under mitigation
measures WR-1 and WR-2 for the collaborative development of new water supply
projects. However, Water Board staff could not find any additional specific policies
within the General Plan or mitigation measures within the DEIR specifically identifying
regional watershed management as a priority. Water Board staff strongly supports
Monterey County’s current efforts in developing regional selutions to developing
sustainable water supplies given they clearly identify management of the watersheds as
ecosystems and not just that of a water [supply] resource.

California Environmental Protection Agency
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DEIR Impact WR-3: Agricultural and resource development (j.e., limited timber
harvesting and mineral resources extraction) land uses consistent with the
General Plan would increase sediment and nutrients in downstream waterways
and vioiate water quality standaids. {Less-Than-Significant impact).

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to conduct or
require a third party to conduct a regional, collaborative [with San Luis Obispo County]
fluvial geomorphology study of the Salinas River watershed to evaluate impacts
associated with in-stream and off-channel sand and grave! mining and other activities.?
This policy statement could fit in the General Plan under Mineral Resources Goal OS-2.

DEIR Impact WR-1: Residential, commercial, industrial, and public uses
consistent with the 2007 General Plan would introduce additional nonpoint
source pollutants to downstream surface waters, substantially degrading water
quality. (Less-Than-Significant Impact):

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to add
“Impacted soil and groundwater sites” to General Plan Public Services Policy PS-2.6.

DEIR Impact WR-4: Land uses and.development consistent with the 2007
General Plan would exceed the -capacity of existing water supplies and
necessitate the acquisition of new supplies to meet expected demands
“{Significant and Unavoidable Impact);

DEIR Impact WR-6: Land uses and development consistent with the 2007
General Plan would increase demand on groundwater supplies in some areas;
the associated increased well pumping would result in the continued decline of
groundwater levels and accelerated. overdraft. (Significant and Unavoidable
Impact);

DEIR Impact BIO-2: Potential Adverse Effects on Sensitive Riparian Habitat,
Other Sensitive Natural Communities and on Federal and State Jurisdictional
Waters and Wetlands (Less Than Significant with Mitigation for 2030 Planning
Horizon and Significant and Unavoidable with Mitigation for Buiidout); '

DEIR Impact BIO-3.1: Potential Disturbance and Loss of Native Fish and Wildlife
Species Movement Cormidors (Less than Significant with Mitigation for 2030
Planning Horizon and for Buildout):

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to develop a
policy to continue the collaborative development and implementation of watershed

2 gee June 4, 2008 RWQCB letter to San Luis Obispo County Department of Planning and Building
regarding: Viborg/Calkins Mitigated Negative Declaration (Conditional Use Permit ED07-082)
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management plans® and develop additional regional watershed management plans as
necessary to assure healthy functioning watersheds and sustainable water supplies. All
new watershed management plans' or updates to existing plans shalli include
performance goals, metrics and monitoring specifically focused on restoring and
maintaining healthy watershed functions. This policy statement could fit in the General
Plan Public Services Policy statement under Water Quality and Supply Goal PS-2.

DEIR Impact WR4, WR-6, BIO-2 and BlO-3.1:

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Pian,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to develop a

policy to continue the collaborative development and implementation of groundwater

management plans and develop additional regional groundwater management plans as
necessary to assure healthy functioning watersheds and sustainable water supplies. All
new groundwater management plans or updates to existing plans shall include
performance goals, metrics and monitoring specifically focused on restoring and
maintaining healthy watershed functions. This policy statement could fit in the General
Plan Public Services Policy statement under Water Quality and Supply Goal PS-2.

DEIR Impact WR-7: Land uses and developmént consistent with the 2007
General Plan would increase demand on groundwater supplies in areas currently
experiencing or susceptible to saltwater intrusion. Increased groundwater
pumping in certain coastal areas would result in increased saltwater intrusion.
(Significant and Unavoidable impact);

DEIR Impact WR-9: Land uses and development consistent with the 2007
General Plan would result in an increase in the number of private wells in
unincorporated areas of the county. Approval of wells in these areas would result
in well interference impacts. (Less-Than- Significant Impact);

DEIR Impact WR-4, WR-6, BIO-2 and BIO-3.1:

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the ‘General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to modify
General Plan Public Services Goal PS-3.15 as follows and include a realistic near term
timeline for development and implementation of the proposed guidelines: '

To ensure accuracy and consistency in the evaluation of water supply availability,
Monterey County Health Department,-in coordination with the MCWRA, shall develop
guidelines and procedures for conducting water supply assessments and determining
water avaflability. Water supply assessments shall be based on cumulative sustainable
demand required to maintain healthy watershed functions (i.e. will not result in effects

? Salinas River Watershed Management Action Plan; Carmel River Watershed Assessment and Action
Plan; Pajarc Watershed Water Quality Management Plan; Pajaro River Watershed Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan; Monterey Peninsuia, Carmel Bay and South Monterey Bay Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan.
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on instream flows necessary fo support riparian vegetation, wetlands, fish, and other
aguatic life, including migration potential for steelhead) and fo prevent overdraft and
seawater intrusion. Adequate availability and provision of water supply, treatment, and
conveyance facilities shall be assured to the satisfaction of iionterey County prior to

approval of final subdivision maps or any changes in the General Plan Land Use or

Zoning designations.
DEIR Impact WR-1, WR-3 and WR-0:

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to actively
participate in the development and implementation of the Salinas Valley groundwater
nitrate study required pursuant to Senate Bill 1, Perata (Water quality, flood control,
water storage, and wildlife preservation) adopted on September 30, 2008. This policy
could fit in the General Plan Public Services Policy statement under Water Quality and
Supply Goal PS-2.

General Plan Public Services Goal PS-2: Assure an adequate and safe water
supply to meet the county’s current and long-term needs:

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to modify
General Plan Public Services Goal PS-2 in the following manner:

Assure healthy functioning watersheds to provide an adequate, sustainable and safe
water supply to meet the county’s current and long-term needs.

Groundwater

Groundwater management is an integral component of watershed management given
the interrelationships between surface water and groundwater quality and quantity. The

- primary groundwater quality and quanfity issues within Monterey County are overdraft,

seawater intrusion, contaminant loading [especially nitrate and salis} and recharge area
protection. Water Board staff commends Monterey County for their current regional
efforts and for developing goals and policies within the General Plan that address these
issues. Subsequently, our recommended mitigation measures below are generally
programmatic in nature and build upon the existing General Plan policies and various
regional projects currently being developed or implemented by Monterey County.

DEIR Impact WR-1 and WR-6:

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to develop a
policy requiring project applicants for new development to identify and delineate
groundwater recharge areas within the hydrologic influence of the proposed project.
This policy statement could fit in the General Plan Water Quality and Supply Goal PS-2.

California Environmental Protection Agency
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Monterey County should use these data to update and maintain the Hyd;'ologic

Resources Constraints and Hazards Database within Monterey County Geographic |13

Information System (GIS) identified in General Plan Public Services Policy statement
PS-2.6. ’

DEIR Impact WR-1:

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the Generai Pian,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to develop an
ordinance prohibiting the siting of commercial and industrial faciliies producing or
handling hazardous  chemicals (i.e. gas  stations, dry cleaners,
fertilizer/herbicide/pesticide facilities, etc.) within known groundwater recharge areas or
sole source [water supply] aquifers. This policy could fit in the General Plan under
Water Quality and Supply Goal PS-2.

Wastewater Management— General Comments

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
in addressing wastewater, the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring
Monterey County to identify, assess, document, and address requirements of the Basin
Plan and other surface water and groundwater protection policies established within
Monterey County. Requirements of these plans and policies should protect surface

water and groundwater beneficial uses and ensure proper wastewater treatment system

planning, design, construction, operation, and maintenance mechanisms.

The Basin Plan emphasizes the pursuit of regional wastewater management and
includes the following Management Principle (Chapter V, Section IlIB):

“The number of waste sources and independent treatment facilities shall be
minimized and the consolidated systems shall maximize their capacities for
wastewater reclamation, assure efficient management of, and meet potential
demand for reclaimed water.”

That principle conforms to the Basin Plan goals {Chapter IV, Section 1):

“To manage municipal and industrial wastewater disposal as part of an integrated
system of fresh water supplies to achieve maximum benefit of fresh water resources
for present-and future beneficial uses and to achieve harmony with the natural
environment, and to continually improve waste treatment systems and processes to
assure consistent high quality effluent based on best economically achievable
technology.”

To achieve Basin Plan goals and management principles, use of onsite septic systems
should be minimized where a regional wastewater system is available. To mitigate the
environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan, the EIR should

California Environmental Protection Agency
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include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to consider onsite systems as
temporary measures until access to a regional wastewater system is feasible.

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development for 2030 and 2052 {"Buiidoui”)
consistent with the General Plan, the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring
Monterey County to have policies that: a) strongly favor new developments being
annexed into regional Monterey County wastewater treatment system service areas,
connected to the nearest urban or rural center coliection system, or b} require Monterey
County to build a new wastewater treatment system to meet the needs of the planned
development. To justify a new wastewater treatment system, the Water Board would
require: a) a detailed third party evaluation indicating connection to the nearest
Monterey County regional, urban, or rural center wastewater and reclamation facility is
not feasible, or b) Monterey County to develop a Water Board approved Urban Area
Wastewater Master Plan.

It is the joint goal of the Water Board and the Monterey County Environmental Health
Division (EHD) to protect water quality and public health from impacts associated with
onsite wastewater discharges (i.e., septic systems). A memorandum of understanding
(MOU) between the Water Board and the EHD has historically been in effect but is in
the process of renewal. This MOU defines cooperative roles for the EHD and the Water
Board with respect to compliance with the purpose and intent of statewide standards,
Basin Plan criteria, and applicable local regulations governing onsite wastewater
systems. The Water Board intends this MOU to assist in creation of a partnership
between the Water Board and the EHD to protect water quality and public health in
areas where the utilization of onsite wastewater systems occur. Under the MOU, the
EHD shall ensure that the siting, design, approval, installation, operation, maintenance,
and monitoring of all onsite wastewater systems shall be in conformance with Basin
Plan requirements.

To mitigate the environmental impacts to groundwater and surface water of
development consistent with the General Pian, the EIR should include a mitigation
measure requiring Monterey County to establish a policy requiring the renewal of and
adherence to the MOU between the Water Board and EHD. The MOU should be
updated as needed.

To mitigate the environmenta! impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to develop and
implement an onsite wastewater management plan in urbanizing areas to investigate
and mitigate long-term cumulative impacts resulting from continued use of onsite
wastewater systems. The plan should be a comprehensive planning tool to specify
onsite wastewater system limitations to prevent groundwater or surface water
degradation.

Wastewater Management - Home Owner Associations and Community Service Areas

Our records indicate that Monterey County wastewater treatment systems, reclamation,
and disposal facilities operated by home owners associations (HOAs), developers, or
other similar private organizations have often lead to environmental impacts, since no

California Environmental Protection Agency
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responsible parly is available to address the failing wastewater systems. Hightand
Sanitary Association and the various Las Palmas homeowners associations are
noteworthy examples. The DEIR should address this environmental impact. The
General Plan Public Service policies PS-4.3 and PS-4.7 do not establish criteria
specifying that these organizations be omitted as an acceptable “provider” of new
wastewater systems.

To mitigate the environmental impacts to surface water and groundwater from new
wastewater systems developed under the General Plan, the EIR should include a
mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to adopt an enforceable regulation
prohibiting HOAs, developers, or other similar private organizations from being
designated service provider, unless it is infeasible for Monterey County to establish a
community setvice area (CSA) or similar public service provider: A CSA or similar
should have the ability to levy additional fees as necessary to ensure an adequate
funding and management structure is in place for operation and maintenance of the
wastewater systems. At a minimum, mitigation measures should include policies that
require financial guarantees (e.g., performance bonds) for the operation and
maintenance of the system. Such systems also must be operated by an appropriately
qualified and licensed operator. Property deed restrictions may be necessary in some
instances to ensure adequate long term operation and maintenance.

Wastewater Management - Salts Management
Salts (sodium, chloride, and total dissolved solids) loading from wastewater is a major

cause of groundwater quality degradation. Salty wastewater also inhibits a community’s
ability to recycle water. The DEIR should address this environmental impact. To mitigate
the environmental impacts of development consistent with the Generatl Plan, the EIR
should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to adopt an enforceable
regulation requiring all brine disposal to be performed offsite at a certified brine
receiving facility, or be disposed of in a manner that will not have an effect on
groundwater quality. In addition, mitigation measures for salt management should
include a prohibition of self-regenerating water softeners (those which discharge salt) in
all new development. These mitigation measures are key to reducing the environmental
impacts of wastewater discharges.

Wastewater Management - Water Recycling
In California Water Code Section 13510, the state legislature declares, “...that the

people of the state have a primary interest in the development of facilities to recycle
water containing waste to supplement existing surface and underground supplies and to
assist in meeting the future water requirements of the state.” The Water Board strongly
encourages the use of recycled water for irrigation and other non-potable uses. To this
end, the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to be an
active participant in the implementation of the adopted State Water Resources Control
Board Water Recycling Policy* by:

* Currently available for public review and pending approval at the February 3, 2009 State Water
Resources Control Board meeting. information available - &t

htip./Awww.swrcb.ca.goviwater issues/programsiwater recycling policv/index shirni
California Environmental Protection Agency
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a. Promoting and mandating water recycling for new development projects within
Monterey County's jurisdiction.

b. Actively participating in the locally driven and controlled collaborative process for
the preparation of salt and nutrient management pians for each basin/sub-basin
within Monterey County, including compliance with CEQA.

DEIR Impact WR-5: Land uses and development consistent with the 2007
General Plan would increase the demand for water siorage, treatment, and
conveyance facilities that would have significant secondary impacts on the
environment Significant and Unavoidable Impact);

DEIR Impact WR-8: Land uses and development consistent with the 2007
General Plan would result in sewer- and septic-related water quality impacts,
including those associated with reuse of treated water and migration of septic
tank leachfield wastewater effluent to groundwater that would violate water
quality standards. (Less-Than- Significant Impact)

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to include
conservation and recycling in General Plan Public Services Statement PS-3.9.

Wastewater Management — Grey Water Ordinance
DEIR Impact WR-4 and WR-5:

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to include a
policy to develop a countywide grey water ordinance in support of General Plan Public
Services Policy Statement PS-3.10.

Wastewater Management — Sewage Disposal
DEIR Impact WR-8:

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to update its
sewage disposal ordinances contained within Chapter 15.20 of Monterey County Code
1o be consistent with the development of onsite wastewater management plans and the
most current onsite wastewater system criteria with the Basin Plan.

Wastewater Management - Future Connection Mandates

State Water Resources Control Board proposed Water Recycling Policy addresses the following topics:
benefits of recycled water; mandates for its use; interagency roles; collaborative development of
basin/sub-basin salt/nutrient management plans; landscape iigation projects including streamlined
pemitting; groundwater recharge projects; antidegradation; emerging constituents/chemicals of emerging
concem; and incentives for the use of recycled water.
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General Plan Public Service policies PS-4.5 and PS-4.6 require Monterey County staff
to develop criteria and provide proof of the adequacy of wastewater treatment services
for new facilities. These policies do not apply the requirement to existing satellite

wastewater systems for possible future connections. Continuance of existing satellite

wastewater treatment systems can have cumulative impacts to surface waters and
groundwater. To mitigate for the environmental impacts of development consistent with
the General Plan, the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey
County to include a Public Service policy stating existing satellite wastewater treatment
systems must establish a connection to regional, urban, or rural center wastewater
treatment system when these systems become available.

In addition, the mitigation measure should require adoption of an enforceable regulation
requiring any new development's wastewater collection system be tied into the nearest
county regional, urban, or rural center wastewater freatment facility when available,
followed up by abandonment of an existing satellite system, if applicable. Monterey
County should require assurances that the existing wastewater system is capable of,
and agrees to accept maximum projected wastewater flows from the project at ultimate
build-out. These mitigating measures are key to reducing impacts to surface water and
groundwater,

Aariculture — Stream Setback
DEIR Impact BIO-2:

According to the DEIR, existing agricultural {and use is not considered a significant
impact on Sensitive Riparian Habitat because of General Plan polices AG-5.1 and AG-
5.2. These policies support programs and policies that reduce erosion and protect
surface and ground water, but they do not directly protect Sensitive Riparian Habitat,
other sensitive natural communities or federal and state jurisdictional waters and
wetlands. To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the
General Plan, the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County
to develop policies that explicitly ensure the compatibility of agricultural uses and
riparian and aquatic habitat.

The stream setback ordinance required as mitigation for Impact BIO-2 would be a
valuable measure to protect riparian habitat. The description of the mitigation measure
recommends that the ordinance apply to discretionary development and to conversion
of previously uncultivated agricultural land on slopes greater than 10% for erodible soils
and greater than 15% for nommal soil. To mitigate the environmental impacts of
development consistent with the General Plan, the ordinance should apply to newly
cultivated agricultural lands and conversion of existing agricultural uses to more
intensive crops that may have greater impact on the environment, such as strawberries,
‘nursery and greenhouse crops. intensive agriculture has a high potential to impact
riparian habitats on all siopes and soil types. The ordinance should remove slope as a
requirement for applicability.

California Environmental Protection Agency
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Agriculture — Food Safety and Environmental Protection
DEIR Impact BIO-3.1:

Environmental issues and impacts from agricultural land use are not acknowledged and
assessed in the DEIR. The impacts of irrigated agriculture on biological resources have
intensified in recent years because of food safety concerns, such as potential exposure
of crops to pathogens such as E. Coli and salmonella. Some produce buyers have
required growers to demonstrate and document that potential vectors for these
pathogens such as wildlife and domestic live stock are excluded from production fields
and that there are distinct zones between cultivated production and habitais. Currently,
common food safety practices include the removal of vegetated buffers, instaltation of
wildliife exclusionary fences along comidors, removal and trimming of riparian
vegetation, instaflation of rodent and bird poison bait stations between habitats and
fields, removal of frees and non-productive vegetation from field edges, and the draining
or treating of reservoirs and basins.

To mitigate the environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan,
the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to develop
supporting policies that ensure safe food supplies and protection of environmental

resources. Monterey County should develop a program that coordinates food safety and’

environmental protection requirements for growers.

Agriculture — Pesticides and Agency Coordination
DEIR Impact WR-3:

The DEIR Impact WR-3 summary states that nutrients and sediment in downstream
waterways are impacts from agricultural land uses. Pesticides should be included along
with sediment and nutrients. Several water bodies in Monterey County are on the Clean
Water Act Section 303(d) list for impairments from pesticides. Recent water quality
monitoring data for agricultural drainages in Monterey County indicate the presence of
currently applied agricultural pesticides at concentrations that have been documented fo
cause toxicity to aguatic species.

Policies in the Agricultural Land Use section of the General Plan support programs and
policies that protect and enhance surface and ground water resources. In addition to
supporting these programs, the EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring
Monterey County to develop programs with County Agricultural Commissioner and
Monterey County Water Resources Agency that work directly with agriculture fo protect
and enhance water quality from agricultural discharges. These programs should
coordinate with the Water Board Conditional Waiver for Irrigated Agriculture Program
and other Water Board-programs.

Hydromodification
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Increased runoff from developed areas is the key cause of other adverse water quality
and beneficial use effects. Attention to maintaining the pre-development hydrograph will
prevent or minimize other problems and will limit the need for other analysis and
mitigation.

Projects in Monterey County may be subject to the NPDES Phase Il Municipal
Stormwater Permit (Permit). The Permit requires new development and significant
redevelopment projects to reduce runoff volume and pollutant load to the Maximum
Extent Practicable (MEP). In most cases, MEP standards are not met by conventional
site layouts, construction methods, and storm water conveyance systems with “end of
pipe” basins and treatment systems that do not address the changes in volume and
rates of storm water runoff and urban pollutants (including thermal pollution). Low
Impact Development practices meet the MEP standard and are more effective at
reducing pollutants in storm water runoff, at a reasonable cost.

Low Impact Development (LID) is an alternative site design strategy that uses natural
and engineered infiltration and storage technigues to control stormwater runoff where it
is generated. LID practices are dispersed across a site to minimize runoff. LID serves to
preserve the hydrologic and environmental functions altered by conventional stormwater
management. Water Board staff considers a project that includes all of the following

elements to be a “Low Impact Development” project: runoff volume control, peak runoff.

rate control, and flow frequency duration control.

DEIR Impact PSU-7: Development and land use activities contemplated in the:

General Plan may result in the need for new or expanded stormwater drainage
facilities. (Less-Than-Significant Impact);

DEIR Mitigation Measure PS-1: Policy S-3.9 - require all future developments to
implement the most feasible number of Low Impact Development (LID)
techniques into their stormwater management plan. The LID techniques may
include, but are not limited to, grassy swales, rain gardens, bioretention cells,
tree box:

Properly implemented LID is appropriate mitigation to prevent adverse water quality and
beneficial use effects from runoff of developed areas, not just to decrease the need for
new or expanded stormwater drainage facilities. The stated mitigation measure looks at
LID on a technique (understood to be a Best Management Practice) level. To be
effective, LID needs to be invoked as a design approach and implemented into the early
site design and planning phases.

A development that only incorporates some LID techniques into an otherwise
conventional design would not likely achieve the water quality benefit that comes from a
project that is designed using LID principles. To mitigate for the environmental impacts
of the General Plan, the mitigation measure should require projects to contain all of
these elements. The DEIR also does not document the .potential cumulative
environmental impacts to watershed hydrology from existing and other planned
development in the area.
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DEIR Impact WR-10: Land use and development consistent with the General
Plan would result in alterations to existing drainage patterns. Such changes
would increase erosion, both in overland flow paths and in drainage swales and
creeks. (Less-Than-Significant Impact):

The DEIR discussion for WR-10 states that development consistent with the General
Plan would result in a gradual increase in impervious cover. To mitigate for the
environmental impacts of development consistent with the General Plan, the EIR should
include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey County to implement a policy to limit
the percentage of impervious cover for developments and to examine the effect of
imperviousness on a watershed scale.

Detention ponds as a mitigation approach for hydrologic changes are not sufficient
because they replace only a scant fraction of the storage capacity of hillslopes that was
lost, convert what was once spatially distributed subsurface runoff into a point discharge
at a surface water outfall, and reduce the rate and change the location of groundwater
recharge and subsequent discharge®. To mitigate the environmental impacts of
development consistent with the General Plan, the EIR should include a mitigation
measure requiring Monterey County to require, where feasible, new development to be 28
consistent with a Low Impact Development project as described above.

DEIR Impact WR-11: Land uses and development consistent with the General
Plan would result in increases in stormwater runoff and peak discharge. Existing
storm drain systems, including urban creeks and rivers, may be incapable of
accommodating increased flows, potentially resulting in increased onsite or
offsite flooding. (Less-Than-Significant Impact):

General Plan Safety Element Policy S-3.1 requires post-development, offsite peak flow
drainage limited to pre-development peak flow drainage. While controlling the peak flow
is important for flood control and stream erosion, the environmental impacts of
development consistent with the General Plan altering the hydrolegy are not sufficiently
addressed by only limiting the peak flow. If one only controls the peak, the resulting
drainage can cause downstream channel erosion/modification and impact water quality
and fish habitat.

Riparian and Wetland Buffers

DEIR Impact BIO-2;
DEIR Mitigation Measure BIO-1.1: Baseline Inventory of Landcover, Special -
Status Species Habitat, Sensitive Natural Communities, Riparian Habitat, and
Wetlands in Monterey County; )

5 Konrad, C. &, Booth, D. (2005). Hydrologic changes .in urban streams and their ecological significance.
American Fisheries Society Symposium, 47:157-177

California Environmental Protection Agency
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DEIR Mitigation Measure BIO-2.1: Stream Setback Ordinance:

The functions of riparian corridors include streambank stability, sediment reduction, and
flood protection. The EIR should include a mitigation measure requiring Monterey
County to complete a Riparian Corridor Study in order to develop a riparian protection
ordinance for Monterey County. In addition, Monterey County should establish realistic
near term timelines for the implementation of mitigation measures BIO-1.1 and BIO-2.1
regarding the identification and mapping of critical habitat and the development of a
countywide stream setback ordinance. (Note: These mitigation measures are currently
required to restore and protect riparian habitat under existing developed conditions.}
Mitigation measure BIO-2.1 should include the following language: “Monterey County
.shall coordinate with the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board for the
development and review of the county-wide stream setback ordinance.”

The proposed mitigation measure BlO-2.1 develops a stream setback ordinance but
does not address setbacks to wetlands. Wetlands are both a highly productive and
sensitive resources biologically, support a great diversity of plant and animal species,
provide essential habitat for a high number of special-status species and serve critical
water purification and groundwater recharge functions. Development setbacks are
necessary around wetlands to provide a buffer to prevent disturbance of important

wildlife habitat, and to filter sediments and pollutants from disturbed areas and urban-

runoff. To mitigate the environmental impacts of the proposed General Plan
development, in addition to the proposed Stream Setback Ordinance, Monterey County

should develop an ordinance for wetland setbacks. The Greater Monterey Peninsula:

Plan calls for a setback to wetlands. The remainder of Monterey County should have a
similar wetland setback requirement. Development should be set back a minimum
distance to protect the wetland and provide an upland buffer. Larger setbacks should
apply to wetlands supporting special-status species or associated with riparian systems
and lands under tidal influence.

Cumulative Impacts Analysis —Water Resources
DEIR Impact CUM-2; Surface Water Quality:

The cumulative impacts analysis does not consider the interrefationships between
groundwater and surface water quantity and quality. This is likely the result of the lack of
a specific framework for the development and implementation of a long term watershed
management strategy as part of the General Plan.

The incremental effects of the land use related impacts and increased water supply
demand on “surface water quality” is “cumulatively considerable” not “less than
cumulatively considerable” as stated under CUM-2 of the Executive Summary Table (2~
1) and section 6.4.3.3 of the DEIR. Existing land use conditions and water supply
demand has resulted not only in well documented surface water quality impacts, but
also surface water quantity related impacts. Surface water quality impacts are primarily
altributable to contaminant loading (i.e. sediment, nutrients, pathogens and
herbicides/pesticides, etc.) and loss of riparian habitat (buffers). Water quantity related

California Environmental Protection Agency
3  Recpled Paper
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habitat impacts resuiting in the loss or degradation of aquatic and riparian habitat are
attributable to overdraft — both surface water diversion and groundwater pumging - and
loss of recharge due to impervious surfaces and storm water runoff that result in
decreased surface water and subsurface base fiows. By -virtue of the intemelationship
between groundwater and surface water quantity and quality alone, a cumulative
impacts analysis end point of “cumulatively considesable” for surface water quality
would be anticipated. This would be in agreement with that of the cumulative impacts
analysis results for groundwater quality. )

The analysis outlined in DEIR section 6.4.3.3 only considers surface water quality
related impacts and suggests cumulative surface water quality impacts will be primarily
mitigated via the Water Board's implementation of TMDLs and the imigated agricutture
‘general waiver program, along with a handful of policy statements within the General
Plan. We could evaluate. the appropriateness of mitigation measures if the DEIR
described the Monterey County measures that will be implemented to address TMDLs.
Additional General Plan policies and mitigation measures related to storm water runoff,
groundwater recharge, sustainable water supply development and stream sethacks also
warrant discussion within' the cumulative impacts analysis. Although we anticipate 28
measurable success in mitigating additional surface water quality impacts -with these
programs/policies on a project by project basis, the potential eumulative impacts of all
the land use related potential water quality impacts will go‘unchecked without a long
term watershed management strategy that links them all together.-

In addition, for a long term watershed management strategy to be effeclive, it needs to-
be based on clearly identified performance goals and metrics for achieving them that
are based on the physical, chemical and biological parameters.of heaithy watershed -
functions. Only then wifl Monterey County be able to provide long term sustainaple
water supplies for projected growth. i . :

Monterey County’s sweeping authority over land use practices and water supply is the

primary controlling factor in mitigating potential water quality and quantity impacts-on a

watershed basis above. Therefore, the collaborative development and implementation

of a successful long term watershed plan lies primarily within County oversight. That-
responsibility cannot be considered separately from the General Plan.

Thank you for your attention to this letter. We look forward to your responses In the
EIR. If you have questions, or would like to meet to discuss these comments, please
contact Jennifer Epp at {(805) 5346181, or Matt Thompson at (805) 549-3158.

Sincerely,

;{ﬂgﬂ ?J ,//? ¢ Ctrvan

; Roger W. Briggs
Executive Officer

SACEQA\Comment Lettars\Manterey County\Mantersy County 2007 General Plan.doc
California Environmental Protection Agency
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Environmental Health

strohaj@co.monterey.ca.us

Richard Le Wame

Assistant Director

Monterey County
Environmental Health
lewarmern@co.monterey.ca.us

Curtis Weeks

General Manager

Monterey County

Water Resources Agency
weeksc@co.monterey.ca.us

Pat Treffry

Monterey County
Environmental Health
treffrypt@co.monterey.ca.us

Alana Knaster

Deputy Director

Monterey County

Resource Management Agency

knastera@co.monterey.ca.us

Eric Lauritzen

Monterey County

Ag. Commissioner
lauritzene@co.monterey.ca.us

‘Monfersy CoLinty 17 February 5, 2009
CcC:

Allen Stoh Mary Anne Dennis

Director Monterey County

Monterey County Water/Land Resource Protection Branch

dennism@co.monterey.ca.us

Kathleen Thomasberg
Monterey County
Water Resources Agency

thomasbergk@co.monterey.ca.us

Yazdan Emrani

Director

Monterey County

Public Works
emraniy@co.monterey.ca.us

Roger Van Horn

Monterey County
Environmental Health
vanhornrw@co.meonterey.ca.us

Elizabeth Krafft
Monterey County
Water Resources Agency

krafitea@co.monterey.ca.us
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™, o NATIONAL MAHINE FISHERIES SERVICE
ik Southwest Region
777 Sonoma Ave., Room 325
Santa Rosa, CA 95404-4731

October 17, 2008 In response refer to:
1514165WR20085R00380

Monterey Coun
Planning ar%d BiJilzn

Carl Holm, Assistant Director Inspection Administration

Monterey County Planning Department
168 W. Alisal Street, 2 Floor OCT 20 2008

Salinas, California 93901 RECEIVED

LTt e e Mg ol c e 1 - et T T ERETIEIY VO L T L s e LR i
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Septémber 2008 Draft Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR) for the 2007 Monterey County General Plan. NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries
{ Service (NMFS) received a notice seeking written comments on the DEIR on-Septeniber 5, 2008.
Our comments on the September 2008 DEIR . for the 2007 Monterey County General Plan are
provided below. Please also refer to our October 2, 2006, comments we provided to the
Monterey County Planning Department on the County of Monterey’s Draft Program -~

Environmental Impact Report for the 2006 Monterey County General Plan.

Many rivers, streams, and crecks within Monterey County support federally-threatened South-
_ Central California Coast (S-CCC) Distinct Population Segment (DPS) steelhead:(Oncorkynchus.
®IE L imykdssy T1FR.834). ‘Many of theses watercourses ayg desipnated as critical’babitat for S-CCC--: .- |

implementing regulations promulgated thereunder,  EEmeR Cwihies

abundance and productivity, is becoming increasingly fragmented, and that four sub-populations

“have become or are nearly extirpated. These population trends in conjunétion. with the large -
scale anthropogenic influences (e.g., water diversions, the influences of large dams, agricultural
practices [including irrigation], urbanization, loss of wetlands and riparian areas, roads, grazing,
gravel mining, and logging) on habitat conditions lead to the conclusion that this DPS continues
to decline toward extinction. Further adverse effects to steelhead and their designated critical
habitat as a result of water use are of primary concern to NMFS relative to the DEIR.

e 'S ccifieeommcnts ) -‘.‘- e rhie e ey
Page 4.3-1-4- refers to “the’céﬁh:al doa.ét stee]heét_ij’.‘f-,_f but shouldbe changed to.South-Central
F‘-h\-
2

pr

o/

& UNITED STATES DERARTMENT OF COMMERCE
.%t ¢ | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

or Ol L steelhead (70 FR 52488).. NMFS is responsible for the protsction of S-COGstéclheddpursught« . | . .
+vxw .- . tothe Federal Endangered Species Act-(ESA) of 1973,.as amended (16 U.S.C.1531 et.seg.)and ... | ... -

N -NMES has determined the 8-CCC steelhead DPS is suffering asignificant.décline i overall tii i o | - .
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_and sedimentation.

- which declining species are a part. Section 9 of the ESA prohibitions on “take’ applies to the

F-1

Page 4.3-78 states, “Work in Salinas River and Arroyo Seco River channels is exempted if it is
covered by a (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 5-year regional Section 404 permit, approved by
the (California Department of Fish and Game), and approved by the (Monterey County Water
Resources Agency).” This sentence is incorrect. The existing 5-year regional Section 404 3
permit expires on October 31, 2008, and does not include any channel maintenance activities in.
the’ Arroyo Seco River. We expect the Monterey County Water Resources'Agericy will apply for | -
another 5-year regional Section 404 from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which will require
Federal Endangered Species Act consultation between NMFS and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers; we do not expect the Monterey County Water Resources Agency will propose to
authorize channel maintenance activities in the Arroyo Seco River.

Page 4.3-97: We support the development and adoption of a stream setback ordinance. Setbacks
must be adequate to (1) sufficiently remove harmful human activities near watercourses, and (2)

 prevent the need forcostiyand tevasivehuman-interventions in the streanrecosystemsIhe. v oo e et

stream setback ordinance should apply not only to those rivers and creeks listed on page 4.3-97, 4
but to all watercourses supporting steelhead. We would like to work with Monterey County on
the development of a stream setback ordinance becanse local regulations affecting stream
corridor health and function directly, affect our ability to conserve and protect steclhead and their
habitat.

Page 4.3-103; Area Plan Policies:. -:Alfhough some Area Plans have supplemental policies . .. |- =
supporting water quality protection related to construction impacts on soil erosion and 12 -
sedimentation, all Area Plans should have policies regarding construction-related soil erosion

ESE T VA H
Te SET TR,

o+ 1 ;désignated-oritical abltarin Monterey Gourity for S-CCC DPS steclhead and deseribediofithatiizxd 6  misnty

L »."\ 3 G .Gcneral_Elan.Wﬂl:aVOAdimpaCIS to stcelhﬂad;cfitical habitat. .. P VRN SR SRR SIS S P T T L ST IOL T
Vi i SRR

caa

..Page 4:9:314The: DEIR: shMQMleedgamat NMEFS has listed appronmatel}rézzmﬁmfhﬁ.ma*?. gkt

[

Page 4.9-1: The DEIR does not address lagoons/estuaries within Monterey County.} TheDEIR®: -3} 7

wit Lo e o _Shold deseribe.how the, Geacral:Plan.will.avoid impacts to these important hahitatsics fhie. 008 Sivdh-meswi o

P;ge 49—48 W\ilen referrmg to the issuaﬁét;,‘of a biological opinion, the DEIR: shbuld sta‘tethat R 3 8
NMFS, in addition to the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service, also issues biologjcal opinions. .

Page 4.947, Endangered Species Act: The ESA was enacted to identify species at risk. of.
extinction, to provide a means to help such species recover, and to protect the ecosystems of

activities of everyone — every state, city, and county government, every business, and every v
citizen. - Local agencies are lisble under the ESA for issuing permits which result ir take of - s
federally-protected species. _ S

In addition to sections 7 and lb of the ESA, section 4(d) has rules that include a set of limits on
the application of the ESA, “take’ prohibitions for specific categories of activities that contribute
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to the conservation of listed steelhead or adequately limit their adverse impacts. The limits.can 9
be thought of as exceptions to the ‘take’ prohibitions. B

One of the limits, Limit No. 12 — Municipal, Residential, Commercial and Industrial
Development and Redevelopment (MRCT), may be applicable to Monterey County.. As a general
. matter, MRCI development (and redevelopment) has a significant potential to degrade habitat

| dnd injure’or kill steelhiead'in a variety of Ways. With appropriate safeguards; MRCI = ™~ -
i development can be specifically tailored to minimize impacts on listed fish to the extent that” 10
] . additional Federal protections would not be needed to conserve the listed DPS. To be approved
for a limit on ESA ‘take’ prohibitions, a program must adequately contribute to the conservation
of salmonids and meet their biological requirements. By providing limitation from take liability,
NMEFS encourages governments and private citizens to adjust their programs and activities to be
“salmon safe”. For more information, contact NMFS or see http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/ESA-
Salmon-Regulations-Permits/4d-Rules/Index.cfm.

U IR RN ) WD U IR TSRS ST R EI w1 St s e - S N UE QT )

; - Page 4.9-35; Section 4.9.5.2: . “NMFS” should be added to the end of the firsttwo i)aragraphs; to |44
read ...“or regulations, or by the CDFG, USFWS, or NMFS...”.

+ e Page 4.9-74: ‘Pursuant to Mitigation Measure BIO-1.3, we recommend the County contact .
NMFS when proposed projects may affect steelhead or their habitat. If the project will not take
or harm listed fish, then there is no need to modify the activity, or to contact NMFS. If, T
** “however, after reviewing the project, it seems likely it will take or harm listed fish, or there is -
uncertainty about whether take or harm may occut, the acting agency, entity, or individual
should contact NMFS to seek more information on evaluating the project’s impacts and
determining ways to avoid harming the fish and violating the ESA.

t:r " Thabk yoﬁ again prrthe'oppdtﬂlﬁiﬁ-.miﬁﬁfﬁmeﬁtsomthe-DEIR and we look foiward:to working ..+ RTRRT o )
ety &owith the Cotity in me;ﬁm&-ﬂeﬁséfﬁbﬁté&%.ﬁjm&evms_at (707):575-6066 ;01 via e-mail a .05 Biegaeds
..o - William Stevens @noaa.gow, if you have.any. questions concerning these cComMmENts. - vw:to . s i o s S it

ooy

Santa Rosa Area Office Supervisor
Protected Resources Division

cc: Russ Strach, NMFS, Sacramento
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