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25475 Hatton Proposed ADU and Redwoods 
April 3, 2025 Not an Official County Document 

Frank Ono 
International Society of Arboriculture 

Certified Arborist # 536 
Society of American Foresters Professional Member 48004 

1213 Miles Avenue 
Pacific Grove CA, 93950 

Telephone (831) 373-7086 
Cellular (831) 594-2291 

April 3, 2025 
 
Ms. May Nagafuji 
25745 Hatton Road 
Carmel, CA 93923 
 
RE: 25475 Hatton Proposed ADU and Redwoods 
 
Ms. Nagafuji, 
 
You requested that I observe the site and trees where you wished to construct a new 
accessory dwelling Unit (ADU) located in your rear yard. The trees in question are 
coastal redwood (Sequoia sempervirens). My understanding is that the opposition to your 
construction of the ADU is based on the potential for failure of a grouping of semi-
mature redwood trees and on the severance of roots that may affect the vertical stability 
of the redwoods as they grow in height. In my opinion as a qualified tree risk assessor, I 
do not see that the construction of the ADU on your initial proposed site area will create a 
high-risk situation based on the facts of your case.  
 
A good case study can be taken of a project located on Carmel Hills Drive where the 
project dictated that a foundation be installed 10 feet away from a 48” diameter redwood 
in March of 2010. These trees remain healthy and have survived the construction 
processes, not to mention having successfully endured the recent storms and high-wind 
events that the peninsula has experienced in the last 14 years.  
 
As stated by previous tree reports and confirmed by my observations, the redwood trees 
are in good health and structural condition. They have grown in a cluster, and though 
their roots are shallow, the roots are bound and grafted together, making them stronger 
and resistant to winds. One just needs to look at redwoods growing along an eroded 
riverbank to know that these trees can readily acclimate to soil loss and root disturbances.  
 
Trees and Development (Mattheny and Clark) is a manual that was written to assist 
development, design, and engineering professionals and arborists in preserving trees 
during the process of land development. The manual states that the redwood trees are 
rated as having good relative tolerance to development impacts. Additionally, redwood 
trees are highly resistant to decay; construction can be successfully performed within 
proximity to the root zones of the redwood trees. 
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To protect your trees from construction, several methods exist : 
 

• Dripline method.  This method identifies an appropriate root protection area as the 
area within the drip line for broad-canopied trees or up to 1&1/2 times the drip 
line for narrow-canopied trees. This is not an appropriate root protection method 
for the redwood trees on this site because the canopies of the trees are relatively 
small in comparison to the underground root system. 

 
• Tree height method. This method identifies an appropriate root protection area as a 

circular area with a radius equal to the height of the tree. General root protection 
guidelines based on tree height are not very useful here due to variations in root 
distribution, tree response (species, age, size), and site variables (soil, understory 
plants).  

 
• Trunk diameter method. This method identifies an appropriate root protection area 

as 1 to 1 1/2 feet of space around the trunk for every inch of trunk diameter at 
breast height (DBH). This method does not take into account the age and vigor of 
trees, which affect trees' tolerance of construction impacts (i.e., trees that are old 
and of low vigor are less tolerant of construction impacts), and therefore, is not 
appropriate on this site. 

 
• Optimal tree root preservation zone (OTPZ) method. This is the ISA-preferred root 

protection method and is best suited for this project. Under this method, the OTPZ 
is calculated based on trunk diameter, as well as the species' tolerance to impacts 
("good," "moderate," or "poor") and the age of the tree ("young," "mature," or 
"over mature"). Within the appropriate root protection area, a certain percentage 
of root area can be lost or disturbed without resulting in the death, decline, or 
instability of the tree. On this site, the disturbance of roots will be 25 percent or 
less of the root area and will not result in the death, decline, or instability of the 
trees on the site. 

 
The OTPZ method is the recommended protection method because large buttress roots 
that originate at the base of a tree rapidly decrease in diameter three to ten feet from the 
base of the trunk. Few large roots are found beyond the ten feet distance from the trunk, 
and much of a tree's water absorbing roots are under and close to the base of a tree. (Tree 
Roots-Major Considerations for the Developer, Hagen). My understanding is that several 
pits were dug to investigate what roots were in the ground at a distance of 10 feet away 
from the nearest redwood tree. These pits found no primary roots, ensuring the stability 
of the trees after soil disturbance.   
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In conclusion, the current ADU structure placement does not create a likely risk for 
failure of the redwood trees. While the foundation requires some root disturbance and 
removal, other alternative construction methods, such as Pier and Grade beam 
foundations, may be used to circumvent proximity near tree root zones and foundations. 
This is where foundations are supported by vertical piers; the diameter, depth, and 
spacing of the piers depend on the soil characteristics and weight to be borne (Trees and 
Development, Matheny and Clarke). The minimum distance that the piers should be is 
ten feet or more away from the base of the tree.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Frank Ono 
ISA Certified Arborist # 536 - Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 
Society of American Foresters # 048004 
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THOMPSON

WILDLAND MANAGEMENT

Environmental Management & Conservation Services

International Society of Arboriculture Certified Arborist # WE-7468A

Department of Pesticide Regulation Qualified Applicator Lic. #QL50949 B

Environmental & Arborist Assessments, Protection, Restoration, Monitoring & Reporting

Wildland Fire Property Protection, Fuel Reduction & Vegetation Management

Invasive Weed Control, and Habitat Restoration & Management

Soil Erosion & Sedimentation Control

Resource Ecologist


March 30, 2025


Nagafuji Residence

25745 Hatton Road

Carmel, CA. 93923

APN: 009-251-010-000

Permit#: PLN240104


Subject: ADU Tree Impact Assessment for 25745 Hatton Road, Carmel

    

Per the request of the property owner, an arborist-conducted pre-construction impact 
assessment was recently performed for 4 mature and healthy coast redwood (Sequoia 
sempervirens) trees that are located in the backyard of the property at 25745 Hatton Road 
in Carmel (APN 009-251-010).  This properly located and laid out ADU has been 
approved by the Monterey County HCD and, in my professional opinion, will have 
minimal and insignificant impacts to nearby trees, including the 4 large redwood trees 
addressed in this report (identified by Tag#s 533-536).  These 4 redwoods are located at 
distances ranging from approximately 10 to 20 feet from the proposed ADU (refer to the 
project plans and attached photos, Figures 1-6), which is a safe and sufficient distance 
away from construction activities, especially considering the fact that the foundation will 
be floated (i.e., raised and elevated) above natural grade in order to avoid impacting 
significant roots.  


The purpose of this report is to address concerns expressed by the neighboring property 
owner regarding construction related impacts to the 4 redwood trees.  In response to these 
concerns and, per the project design plans, it is my professional opinion that construction 
related impacts to these 4 redwoods will be insignificant and not harmful to tree health 
due to the fact these redwoods are a safe distance away from the proposed ADU and, 
more importantly, the foundation of the ADU will be elevated (i.e., floated) resulting in 
minimal and inconsequential impacts to the critical root zones of the subject trees.  


Three exploratory holes have been excavated by hand that identify the location of the 
footings that will be constructed for the ADU (refer to Figure 4).  These exploratory holes 

tel:009-251-010-000
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for the 3 footings only impact a small area and have uncovered small and insignificant 
roots that will be affected during the installation of these footings, which will be 
necessary in order for the floated foundation to be constructed.  These minor excavation 
operations will not significantly impact or be harmful to the health or structural stability 
of the 4 redwoods.  


Per the evaluation, there is no reason to be believe that proposed construction activities 
will adversely affect or compromise the health and structural integrity of the 4 subject 
redwoods that currently appear to be healthy and structurally sound.  Furthermore, hazard 
concerns associated with these trees to nearby occupied structures (i.e., the home on the 
property, the proposed ADU and the neighboring home) is presently insignificant and is 
not expected to increase due to proposed construction activities.  Consequently, there is 
no good reasoning or justification for preventing ADU development from occurring.   


Prior to construction activities beginning, tree protection fencing will be installed around 
nearby trees, including the subject redwoods, and will be properly monitored and 
maintained for the duration of the project for the purpose of protecting and preserving 
tree health.  It should be noted, that it is clear that the property owner is more than willing 
to take steps and measures that will assist in avoiding and minimizing impacts to the 4 
redwood trees, such as constructing a more complex and expensive floated foundation 
that will serve to prevent and minimize root system impacts.  Considering impacts to 
trees will be minimal and insignificant, this ADU construction project, which has already 
been approved by the Monterey County HCD, should be allowed to move forward 
without further delay.


Best regards,


Rob Thompson	 	 	 	 	 	                      3-30-25          
ISA Certified Arborist # WE-7468A	 	 	 	 	            Date

Resource Ecologist


Thompson Wildland Management (TWM)

57 Via Del Rey

Monterey, CA. 93940

Phone # (831) 277-1419; Email: thompsonwrm@gmail.com  

Website:  www.wildlandmanagement.com 


mailto:thompsonwrm@gmail.com
http://www.wildlandmanagement.com
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THIS REPORT HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OF THE CLIENT AND IS BASED ON THE 
FINDINGS AND PROFESSIONAL OPINION OF A ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST WITH THOMPSON WILDLAND 
MANAGEMENT (TWM).  TWM ACCEPTS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS USE BY OTHER INDIVIDUALS OR 
PARTIES.


CLIENT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THIS REPORT, AND ANY OPINIONS, ADVICE OR RECOMMENDATIONS 
EXPRESSED OR GIVEN, ARE BASED ON THE INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY CLIENT AND ON THE DATA, 
INSPECTIONS, MEASUREMENTS AND ANALYSIS CARRIED OUT AND OBTAINED BY TWM. 


THIS REPORT IS BASED ON A LIMITED VISUAL INSPECTION OF TREE HEALTH AND CONDITION AND 
FOR OBVIOUS STRUCTURAL DEFECTS FROM GROUND LEVEL.  IT IS NOT A COMPLETE HEALTH AND 
HAZARD EVALUATION, AS SOME HEALTH AND HAZARD CONDITIONS ARE NOT VISIBLE AND 
CANNOT BE CONFIRMED BY A LIMITED INSPECTION.  A COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH AND HAZARD 
ASSESSMENT WOULD INCLUDE OTHER INVESTIGATION MEASURES INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO, CORE SAMPLES, TISSUE ANALYSIS, ROOT COLLAR EXCAVATION, SOIL ANALYSIS, AND VISUAL 
INSPECTION OF THE ENTIRE TREE VIA CLIMBING.  ESTIMATES FOR THIS WORK ARE AVAILABLE 
UPON REQUEST.  


BE ADVISED THAT TREES AND/OR LIMBS MAY FAIL UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS, AND THAT THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE BASED ON GENERAL STANDARDS OF TREE CARE AND 
BMP’s.  TREES, INCLUDING TREES THAT APPEAR HEALTHY AND STRUCTURALLY SOUND, MAY FAIL 
UNEXPECTEDLY WITHOUT ANY VISIBLE SIGNS OF BEING PHYSIOLOGICALLY AND/OR 
STRUCTURALLY UNSOUND AND COMPROMISED, PARTICULARLY DURING PERIODS OF INCLEMENT 
WEATHER, BUT TREES MAY ALSO FAIL DURING PERIODS OF FAIR WEATHER.  THIS REPORT IS 
PREPARED WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, EITHER 
EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, ARE GIVEN THAT ANY TREES REFERRED TO IN THE REPORT OR LOCATED 
ON OR ADJACENT TO THE SUBJECT PROPERTY ARE GUARANTEED TO BE SOUND OR SAFE.


ALTHOUGH OPINIONS MAY BE OFFERED REGARDING THE RESULTS OF THE SUBJECT MATTER, TWM 
CANNOT GUARANTEE ANY PARTICULAR RESULT.  CLIENT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT TWM HAS MADE 
NO PROMISE ABOUT THE OUTCOME AND THAT ANY OPINION OFFERED IN THE FUTURE WILL NOT 
CONSTITUTE A GUARANTEE.
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Figure 1. The proposed ADU and subject redwood trees are visible in this photo.

Figure 2. The ADU located a safe distance to the left of the redwoods will have a floated foundation to avoid and minimize root system impacts.
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Figure 3. Another view of mature redwoods that will not be significantly impacted by ADU construction activities.

Figure 4. Three wood covers seen from lower center to upper right corner of photo identify the location of footings for the floated foundation. 
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Figure 5. Another photo showing the location of the redwoods in relation to the proposed ADU.  Significant tree impacts 
is not expected to occur due to the design (i.e., 3 small footings) of the floated foundation.

Figure 6. Per the design plans and given the proper installation, maintenance and monitoring of tree protection fencing, the health 
of the subject redwoods will not be adversely affected by the ADU due to a floated foundation and the trees are not expected to be 

a hazard concern to nearby structures.
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