
Tuesday, August 19, 2025

10:30 AM

County of Monterey

Government Center - Board Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Meeting Agenda - Final

Join via Zoom at https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/224397747 or in person at the 

address listed above

Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County Water Resources 
Agency

Chair Supervisor Chris Lopez  - District 3

Vice Chair Supervisor Wendy Root Askew  - District 4

Supervisor Kate Daniels- District 5

Supervisor Luis A. Alejo - District 1

Supervisor Glenn Church - District 2
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Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency

Meeting Agenda - Final August 19, 2025

Participation in meetings

While the Board chambers remain open, members of the public may participate in Board meetings in 

2 ways:

1.  You may attend the meeting in person; or,

2.  You may observe the live stream of the Board of Supervisors meetings at 

https://monterey.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx, http://www.mgtvonline.com/, 

www.youtube.com/c/MontereyCountyTV or https://www.facebook.com/MontereyCoInfo/

If you choose not to attend the Board of Supervisors meeting but desire to make general public 

comment, or comment on a specific item on the agenda, you may do so in 2 ways: 

a. submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the Monday prior to the Board meeting. Please 

submit your comment to the Clerk of the Board at cob@co.monterey.ca.us. In an effort to assist the 

Clerk in identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please indicate in the Subject 

Line, the meeting body (i.e. Board of Supervisors Agenda) and item number (i.e. Item No. 10). Your 

comment will be placed into the record at the Board meeting.

b. you may participate through ZOOM. For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at: 

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/224397747

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

        +1 253 215 8782 US               

        +1 301 715 8592 US     

         

Enter this Meeting ID number: 224397747 when prompted.  Please note there is no Participant Code, 

you will just hit # again after the recording prompts you.

You will be placed in the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public comment if 

joined by computer audio please Raise your Hand; and by phone please push *9 on your keypad.

PLEASE NOTE: IF ALL BOARD MEMBERS ARE PRESENT IN PERSON, PUBLIC 

PARTICIPATION BY ZOOM IS FOR CONVENIENCE ONLY AND IS NOT REQUIRED BY 

LAW.  IF THE ZOOM FEED IS LOST FOR ANY REASON, THE MEETING MAY BE PAUSED 

WHILE A FIX IS ATTEMPTED BUT THE MEETING MAY CONTINUE AT THE DISCRETION 

OF THE CHAIRPERSON.
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Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency

Meeting Agenda - Final August 19, 2025

 Participación en reuniones

Mientras las cámaras de la Junta permanezcan abiertas, los miembros del público pueden participar 

en las reuniones de la Junta de 2 maneras:

1. Podrá asistir personalmente a la reunión; o,

2. Puede observar la transmisión en vivo de las reuniones de la Junta de Supervisores en 

https://monterey.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx, http://www.mgtvonline.com/, 

www.youtube.com/c/MontereyCountyTV o https://www.facebook.com/MontereyCoInfo/

Si elige no asistir a la reunión de la Junta de Supervisores pero desea hacer comentarios del público 

en general o comentar un tema específico de la agenda, puede hacerlo de 2 maneras:

a. envíe su comentario por correo electrónico antes de las 5:00 p.m. el lunes anterior a la reunión de 

la Junta. Envíe su comentario al Secretario de la Junta a cob@co.monterey.ca.us. En un esfuerzo por 

ayudar al secretario a identificar el tema de la agenda relacionado con su comentario público, indique 

en la línea de asunto el cuerpo de la reunión (es decir, la agenda de la Junta de Supervisores) y el 

número de artículo (es decir, el artículo n.º 10). Su comentario se colocará en el registro en la reunión 

de la Junta.

b. puedes participar a través de ZOOM. Para participar en ZOOM, únase por audio de computadora 

en: https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/224397747

O para participar por teléfono llame a cualquiera de estos números a continuación:

        +1 669 900 6833 EE. UU. (San José)

        +1 346 248 7799 EE. UU. (Houston)

        +1 312 626 6799 EE. UU. (Chicago)

        +1 929 205 6099 EE. UU. (Nueva York)

        +1 253 215 8782 EE. UU.

        +1 301 715 8592 EE. UU.

         

Ingrese este número de ID de reunión: 224397747 cuando se le solicite. Tenga en cuenta que no hay 

un código de participante, simplemente presione # nuevamente después de que la grabación lo 

solicite.

Se le colocará en la reunión como asistente; cuando esté listo para hacer un comentario público si se 

une al audio de la computadora, levante la mano; y por teléfono, presione *9 en su teclado.
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Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency

Meeting Agenda - Final August 19, 2025

TENGA EN CUENTA: SI TODOS LOS MIEMBROS DE LA JUNTA ESTÁN PRESENTES EN 

PERSONA, LA PARTICIPACIÓN DEL PÚBLICO POR ZOOM ES ÚNICAMENTE POR 

CONVENIENCIA Y NO ES REQUERIDA POR LA LEY. SI LA ALIMENTACIÓN DE ZOOM SE 

PIERDE POR CUALQUIER MOTIVO, LA REUNIÓN PUEDE PAUSARSE MIENTRAS SE 

INTENTA UNA SOLUCIÓN, PERO LA REUNIÓN PUEDE CONTINUAR A DISCRECIÓN DEL 

PRESIDENTE.
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Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency

Meeting Agenda - Final August 19, 2025

NOTE: All agenda titles related to numbered agenda items are live web links. Click on the title to be 

directed to the corresponding Board Report.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Members of the public may address comments to the Board concerning 

each agenda item.  The timing of public comment shall be at the discretion of the Chair.

10:30 A.M. - Call to Order

Roll Call

Additions and Corrections by Clerk

The Clerk of the Board will announce agenda corrections and proposed additions, which 

may be acted on by the Board as provided in Sections 54954.2 of the California Government 

Code.

General Public Comments

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons to address the Board on any matter not 

on this agenda but under the jurisdiction of the Board of Supervisors. Board members may 

respond briefly to the statement made or questions posed. They may ask a question for 

clarification; make a referral to staff for factual information or request staff to report back to 

the Board at a future meeting.

Consent Calendar

1. Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to execute a quitclaim 

deed and any other associated documents to remove a flow ditch easement on a portion of property to 

the Big Sur Land Trust for the Carr Lake Restoration Project in the City of Salinas.

Board Report

Quitclaim Deed

City of Salinas Carr Lake BSLT IT/MSD

Attachments:

Adjournment
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 25-122 August 19, 2025

Item No.1 

Agenda Ready8/7/2025Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to execute a 

quitclaim deed and any other associated documents to remove a flow ditch easement on a 

portion of property to the Big Sur Land Trust for the Carr Lake Restoration Project in the City 

of Salinas.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

 

Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to execute a 

quitclaim deed and any other associated documents to remove a flow ditch easement on a 

portion of property to the Big Sur Land Trust for the Carr Lake Restoration Project in the City 

of Salinas.

 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Big Sur Land Trust (“BSLT”) is owner and representative of the 73-acre properties, in Carr 

Lake, and are requesting the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (“MCWRA”) to 

quitclaim the portion of flow ditch easement lying on Assessor Parcel Numbers 

261-191-001-000, 003-212-007-000 and 261-191-007-000, as shown colored in hatched on 

Exhibit “B”.  

 

The BSLT has requested the quitclaim of the 30-foot wide flow easement to construct the Carr 

Lake Restoration Project (“Project”) which includes the proposal to build and maintain a 

multi-benefit park and open space and restore riparian and wetland habitat.

 

The request for the quitclaim of the flow ditch easement can be granted since the easements are 

no longer being utilized by MCWRA and its retention is no longer necessary.  MCWRA has no 

objection to the easement being quitclaimed.    

 

The 30-foot wide flow ditch easement being quitclaimed was dedicated by and described in the 

deed to Reclamation District Number 1665, dated October 1, 1917, and recorded in the Official 

Records recorded on March 2, 1918, in Volume 156 of Deeds at Page 211, in the office of the 

County Recorder of Monterey County.  

 

The MCWRA staff recommends the quitclaim for the existing maintenance easement, thus 

relieving the MCWRA of responsibility to maintain a portion of the ditch to be removed 

because of the BSLT restoration design.  The flow ditch will be physically removed and the said 

easement in this portion of canal is no longer necessary allowing BSLT to construct an 

appropriate project to restore historic habitat in Carr Lake.  

Page 1  County of Monterey Printed on 8/14/2025
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Legistar File Number: WRAG 25-122

 

The MCWRA and BSLT have been communicating on the Project and the easement since June 

25, 2021, and the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration was received and reviewed by 

MCWRA which was found acceptable.  BSLT provided the quitclaim deed and an 

informational presentation for the Project at the MCWRA Board of Directors June 2025 

meeting.      

 

The MCWRA staff has determined that the quitclaim deed and removal of a portion of 

easement for the Project has a negligible effect on existing facilities and results in no expansion 

of use to lands, which qualifies as Class 1 categorical exemption respectively pursuant to 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (c) - existing facilities for the purpose of public safety - no 

expansion of use; and there are no exemptions pursuant to CEQA Guidelines CCR Section 

15300.2. 

 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

BSLT and County Counsel’s Office.

 

FINANCING:

FY 2025-26 Adopted Budget of Zone 9 Reclamation Ditch (Fund 122) has sufficient 

appropriations to fund the preparation and execution of the quitclaim deed. 

 

 

Prepared by:      Jennifer Bodensteiner, Associate Water Resources Hydrologist (831) 755-4860

                              

Approved by:   _____________________________________________     

                        Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

                                                 

Attachments:  

1.                     Quitclaim deed

2.                     Public Draft, City of Salinas Carr Lake BSLT IS/MND comments dated June 25, 

2021
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 25-122 August 19, 2025

Item No. 

Agenda Ready8/7/2025Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to execute a quitclaim 

deed and any other associated documents to remove a flow ditch easement on a portion of property 

to the Big Sur Land Trust for the Carr Lake Restoration Project in the City of Salinas.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

 

Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to execute a quitclaim 

deed and any other associated documents to remove a flow ditch easement on a portion of property 

to the Big Sur Land Trust for the Carr Lake Restoration Project in the City of Salinas.

 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Big Sur Land Trust (“BSLT”) is owner and representative of the 73-acre properties, in Carr 

Lake, and are requesting the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (“MCWRA”) to quitclaim 

the portion of flow ditch easement lying on Assessor Parcel Numbers 261-191-001-000, 

003-212-007-000 and 261-191-007-000, as shown colored in hatched on Exhibit “B”.  

 

The BSLT has requested the quitclaim of the 30-foot wide flow easement to construct the Carr Lake 

Restoration Project (“Project”) which includes the proposal to build and maintain a multi-benefit park 

and open space and restore riparian and wetland habitat.

 

The request for the quitclaim of the flow ditch easement can be granted since the easements are no 

longer being utilized by MCWRA and its retention is no longer necessary.  MCWRA has no objection 

to the easement being quitclaimed.    

 

The 30-foot wide flow ditch easement being quitclaimed was dedicated by and described in the deed 

to Reclamation District Number 1665, dated October 1, 1917, and recorded in the Official Records 

recorded on March 2, 1918, in Volume 156 of Deeds at Page 211, in the office of the County 

Recorder of Monterey County.  

 

The MCWRA staff recommends the quitclaim for the existing maintenance easement, thus relieving the 

MCWRA of responsibility to maintain a portion of the ditch to be removed because of the BSLT 

restoration design.  The flow ditch will be physically removed and the said easement in this portion of 

canal is no longer necessary allowing BSLT to construct an appropriate project to restore historic 

habitat in Carr Lake.  
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Legistar File Number: WRAG 25-122

The MCWRA and BSLT have been communicating on the Project and the easement since June 25, 

2021, and the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration was received and reviewed by MCWRA 

which was found acceptable.  BSLT provided the quitclaim deed and an informational presentation for 

the Project at the MCWRA Board of Directors June 2025 meeting.      

 

The MCWRA staff has determined that the quitclaim deed and removal of a portion of easement for 

the Project has a negligible effect on existing facilities and results in no expansion of use to lands, which 

qualifies as Class 1 categorical exemption respectively pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 

(c) - existing facilities for the purpose of public safety - no expansion of use; and there are no 

exemptions pursuant to CEQA Guidelines CCR Section 15300.2. 

 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

BSLT and County Counsel’s Office.

 

FINANCING:

FY 2025-26 Adopted Budget of Zone 9 Reclamation Ditch (Fund 122) has sufficient appropriations 

to fund the preparation and execution of the quitclaim deed. 

 

 

Prepared by:      Jennifer Bodensteiner, Associate Water Resources Hydrologist (831) 755-4860

                              

Approved by:   _____________________________________________     

                        Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

                                                 

Attachments:  

1.                     Quitclaim deed

2.                     Public Draft, City of Salinas Carr Lake BSLT IS/MND comments dated June 25, 2021
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RECORDING REQUESTED BY AND 
WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO; 
 
BIG SUR LAND TRUST 
P.O. 4071 
Monterey, CA 93942 
Attn: Beth Febus, Associate Director of Conservation  
 
WITH A CONFIRMED COPY TO: 
 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
P.O. Box 930 
Salinas, CA 93902 
Attn: Ara Azhderian, General Manager 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
APNs: 261-191-001-000 (portion); 003-212-007-000 
(portion); 261-191-007-000 (portion) 
 
 
 

SPACE ABOVE THIS LINE FOR RECORDER’S USE 
 
Exempt from Documentary Transfer Tax – Rev. & Tax Code 
§11911 (value or consideration is less than $100).  
 

 
QUITCLAIM DEED 

 
FOR NO CONSIDERATION, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, MONTEREY 
COUNTY WATER RESOURCE AGENCY ("AGENCY"), a special act agency of the State of 
California with duties and responsibilities set forth in Chapter 52 of the California Water Code 
Appendix, as successor in interest to Reclamation District Number 1665, owns certain rights-
of-way for canal or ditch purposes as described in the deed from Florida C. Cook, Sterling D. 
Carr, Mrs. Jessie R. Bryan and Albert C. Aiken to Reclamation District Number 1665 dated 
October 1, 1917, and recorded in the Official Records of Monterey County, California, on 
March 2, 1918, in Volume 156 of Deeds at Page 211 ("Ditch Right-of-Way"), a copy of which 
is attached hereto as Exhibit A, affecting certain the real property described in said deed 
(“Property”), which Property is owned in fee title by the BIG SUR LAND TRUST, a California 
non-profit public benefit corporation.  
 
As part of a project to build and maintain a multi-benefit park and open space and restore 
riparian and wetland habitat (“Project”), BIG SUR LAND TRUST will remove a portion of the 
subject ditch on a portion of the Property affected by the Ditch Right-of-Way.  In order to 
facilitate the removal of a portion of the ditch AGENCY does hereby REMISE, RELEASE 
AND FOREVER QUITCLAIM "AS-IS" to the BIG SUR LAND TRUST, a California non-
profit public benefit corporation, all right, title, liability, and interest AGENCY holds in that 
portion of the real property described in Exhibit B attached hereto.  Exhibits A and B are 
incorporated herein by reference. 
 
Except as specifically remised, released, and quitclaimed herein by Agency, all the rights, 
obligations, terms and conditions contained in the above described Ditch Right-of-Way remain 
in full force and effect. 
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  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the MONTERY COUNTY WATER RESOURCE AGENCY 
has executed this Quitclaim Deed as of the date set forth below. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

[Signature Pages Follow] 
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GRANTOR 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency  

 
 
Date: __________  By:          
  
            Ara Azhderian, General Manager 
     
 
 

A notary or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who signed the 
document to which this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness accuracy, or validity of that document. 

 
 

State of California 
County of Monterey 
 
On  , 2025 before me,     , personally appeared, who proved to me 
on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and 
acknowledged to me that he executed the same in his authorized capacity, and that by his signature on the 
instrument the person or the entity on behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument. 
 
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph 
is true and correct. 
 
WITNESS my hand and official seal. 
 
Signature       [Seal] 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
Dated: _____________  By:         
   
                   Kelly L. Donlon, Chief Assistant County Counsel  
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ACCEPTANCE AND CONSENT TO RECORDATION 

 

This is to certify that the interest in real property conveyed by the quitclaim deed dated 
________________________ from the Monterey County Water Resources Agency, a special act 
agency of the State of California with duties and responsibilities set forth in Chapter 52 of the 
California Water Code Appendix, to BIG SUR LAND TRUST, a California non-profit public 
benefit corporation, is hereby approved the BIG SUR LAND TRUST on 
_______________________, and the BIG SUR LAND TRUST consents to recordation thereof 
by its duly authorized officer. 

 

 
 

BIG SUR LAND TRUST  
 
____________________________________ 
Title:   
 
Dated: __________________,  2025 
 

 
A notary or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who signed the 
document to which this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness accuracy, or validity of that document. 

 
 

State of California 
County of Monterey 
 
On  , 2025 before me,     , personally appeared, who proved to me 
on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and 
acknowledged to me that he executed the same in his authorized capacity, and that by his signature on the 
instrument the person or the entity on behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument. 
 
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph 
is true and correct. 
 
WITNESS my hand and official seal. 
 
Signature       [Seal] 
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Exhibit A 
 

Ditch Right of Way 
 

(attached) 
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Exhibit B 

 
Description of Property 
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MONTEREY COUNTY 
  

  

WATER RESOURCES AGENCY 
  

  
PO BOX 930   SALINAS, CA 93902   
P: (831) 755-4860 -   
F: (831) 424-7935   
BRENT BUCHE   
GENERAL MANAGER   

  
  
  STREET ADDRESS  

1441 SCHILLING PLACE, NORTH BUILDING   
SALINAS, CA 93901   

  

The Water Resources Agency manages water resources sustainably while minimizing impacts from flooding for present and future generations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jun 25 2021 
      In Reply to:  
      Public Draft City of Salinas Carr Lake BSLT IS/MSD 
 
Response to: Thomas Wiles, Senior Planner 
             thomaswi@ci.salinas.ca.us 

City of Salinas 
65 West Alisal Street 

  Salinas, CA 93901   
 
Dear Mr. Wiles:   
  
PUBLIC DRAFT, CITY OF SALINAS Carr Lake BSLT IS/MSD 
 
The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) has received the public draft of the 
above document.  The purpose of this letter is to request the termination of related MCWRA 
easements and maintenance responsibility in the project area. To advise on this matter, the MCWRA 
has prepared the following comments: 
  
REQUEST FOR QUIT CLAIM:  HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
The Carr Lake Big Sur Land Trust proposal will result in zoning to allow establish and construct a 
new Park and Recreational use located on 73 acres at 618 Sherwood Drive in the Agricultural – 
Flood Overlay (A-F) Zoning District.   
 
MCWRA Reclamation Ditch flowage easements:   

• The project area lies entirely within the MCWRA’s Zone 9, Benefit Assessment Zone for the 
Reclamation Ditch.  The MCWRA operates and maintains most portions of the Reclamation 
Ditch system, including tributaries, and five pump stations.  The Reclamation Ditch conveys 
storm water and provides critical flood protection for unincorporated Monterey County and 
the City of Salinas.  Our research indicates the existing MCWRA flowage easements in this 
area will be realigned.  The MCWRA is requesting the BSLT process and support a quit 
claim to remove any respective flowage easement(s) in the project area (see attached map).   

 
The MCWRA appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Carr Lake BSLT IS/MND.  If you have 
any questions, please contact me at bodensteinerjm@co.monterey.ca.us or (831) 755-4970. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 
 
Jennifer Bodensteiner, Associate Hydrologist 
Operations and Maintenance Division   Cc:  Big Sur Land Trust, via email 
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 25-122 August 19, 2025

Item No. 

Agenda Ready8/7/2025Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to execute a quitclaim 

deed and any other associated documents to remove a flow ditch easement on a portion of property 

to the Big Sur Land Trust for the Carr Lake Restoration Project in the City of Salinas.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

 

Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to execute a quitclaim 

deed and any other associated documents to remove a flow ditch easement on a portion of property 

to the Big Sur Land Trust for the Carr Lake Restoration Project in the City of Salinas.

 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Big Sur Land Trust (“BSLT”) is owner and representative of the 73-acre properties, in Carr 

Lake, and are requesting the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (“MCWRA”) to quitclaim 

the portion of flow ditch easement lying on Assessor Parcel Numbers 261-191-001-000, 

003-212-007-000 and 261-191-007-000, as shown colored in hatched on Exhibit “B”.  

 

The BSLT has requested the quitclaim of the 30-foot wide flow easement to construct the Carr Lake 

Restoration Project (“Project”) which includes the proposal to build and maintain a multi-benefit park 

and open space and restore riparian and wetland habitat.

 

The request for the quitclaim of the flow ditch easement can be granted since the easements are no 

longer being utilized by MCWRA and its retention is no longer necessary.  MCWRA has no objection 

to the easement being quitclaimed.    

 

The 30-foot wide flow ditch easement being quitclaimed was dedicated by and described in the deed 

to Reclamation District Number 1665, dated October 1, 1917, and recorded in the Official Records 

recorded on March 2, 1918, in Volume 156 of Deeds at Page 211, in the office of the County 

Recorder of Monterey County.  

 

The MCWRA staff recommends the quitclaim for the existing maintenance easement, thus relieving the 

MCWRA of responsibility to maintain a portion of the ditch to be removed because of the BSLT 

restoration design.  The flow ditch will be physically removed and the said easement in this portion of 

canal is no longer necessary allowing BSLT to construct an appropriate project to restore historic 

habitat in Carr Lake.  
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Legistar File Number: WRAG 25-122

The MCWRA and BSLT have been communicating on the Project and the easement since June 25, 

2021, and the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration was received and reviewed by MCWRA 

which was found acceptable.  BSLT provided the quitclaim deed and an informational presentation for 

the Project at the MCWRA Board of Directors June 2025 meeting.      

 

The MCWRA staff has determined that the quitclaim deed and removal of a portion of easement for 

the Project has a negligible effect on existing facilities and results in no expansion of use to lands, which 

qualifies as Class 1 categorical exemption respectively pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 

(c) - existing facilities for the purpose of public safety - no expansion of use; and there are no 

exemptions pursuant to CEQA Guidelines CCR Section 15300.2. 

 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

BSLT and County Counsel’s Office.

 

FINANCING:

FY 2025-26 Adopted Budget of Zone 9 Reclamation Ditch (Fund 122) has sufficient appropriations 

to fund the preparation and execution of the quitclaim deed. 

 

 

Prepared by:      Jennifer Bodensteiner, Associate Water Resources Hydrologist (831) 755-4860

                              

Approved by:   _____________________________________________     

                        Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

                                                 

Attachments:  

1.                     Quitclaim deed

2.                     Public Draft, City of Salinas Carr Lake BSLT IS/MND comments dated June 25, 2021
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