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1 WORLD TRADE CENTER, SUITE 1500 
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90831 

 

  

Fionna Jensen 
Senior Planner 
County of Monterey – Housing and Community Development 
1441 Schilling Place, South 2nd Floor 
Salinas, CA 93901 

Subject: Response to Public Comments on Well Abandonment Deficiencies – File Number 
PLN210174 

Dear Ms. Jensen, 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to respond to public comments regarding the 20 wells identified 
by CalGEM as “Not to Standard” abandonments within the Myhre Arvid J Tr et. al. Aera Solar 
Project. 
 
Explanation of Well Abandonment Deficiencies 
The noted deficiencies primarily involve abandonment elements that do not comply with 
current standards but still maintain the integrity required to protect water resources. 
Specifically: 

1. Hydrocarbon Zone Protection (§1723.1): 
o In cases where hydrocarbon zone plugs do not meet current standards, the steel 

casing and cement from the original drilling operations act as barriers, 
preventing hydrocarbon migration. Additionally, many wells without cement 
across known hydrocarbon markers either have abandonment mud across these 
zones or were never perforated in the wellbore, meaning the casing and primary 
cementing effectively prevent fluid movement. 

2. Freshwater Protection (§1723.2): 
o Although some wells lack cement plugs inside the casing, all contain weighted, 

viscous abandonment mud, which effectively prevents fluid migration and 
protects freshwater zones. In cases where the freshwater zone plugs do not 
meet current standards, the steel casing and cement from the original drilling 
operations act as barriers, preventing fluid migration into or out of the 
freshwater zone. 

3. Inadequate Hole Fluid (§1723(b)): 
o While records of the exact weight and viscosity of the abandonment mud are 

unavailable for some wells, CalGEM’s Final Report of Abandonment confirms 
that these wells met Division requirements at the time of abandonment. (See 
Attachment A). 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Protection of Water Resources 
Water resources remain protected through: 

 Abandonment Mud: 
Cement and abandonment mud approved by CalGEM create a reliable barrier against 
fluid movement. 

 Original Well Construction: 
The primary cementing of each well—where cement fills the annular space between the 
steel casing and the formation—ensures no pathways exist for contaminants to reach 
freshwater zones. 

 
Assessment of Risk Level 
The overall risk level for these wells is low due to: 

 Reservoir Pressure Reduction: 
Decades of production in the San Ardo field have significantly depleted reservoir 
pressures, eliminating the energy needed to drive hydrocarbons upward into shallower 
zones. 

 Absence of Fluid Migration Potential: 
Geological and operational analyses indicate that fluid migration into protected zones is 
highly unlikely. There is no fluid injection within 1000 feet of the project area therefore 
reservoir pressure will remain depleted throughout the duration of project timeframe. 

 
Technical Analysis 
Our review of the wells listed in CalGEM’s November 8, 2024 comments identified several 
outside the project boundary and unaffected by current development activities: 

 Outside Project Boundary Wells: 
o Ferrini 5200-11 (API: 0405321340) 
o Ferrini 65-11 (API: 0405300134) 
o Ferrini 573-11 (API: 0405300141) 
o Ferrini 66-11 (API: 0405320071) 

 
Further analysis revealed that three additional wells have cement across all zones of interest 
per CalGEM regulations: 

 Ferrini 5061-11 (API: 0405321459) 
 Ferrini 5080-11 (API: 0405321347) 
 Ferrini 5159-11 (API: 0405320877) 

 
This reduces the count of “Not to Standard” abandonments within the project area to thirteen. 
Based on these findings, we affirm that these thirteen wells pose no threat to health, safety, or 
the environment in their current condition. 
 
 
 



 

We trust this response addresses the public concerns and underscores our commitment to 
protecting water resources and minimizing environmental risks. Please contact us if additional 
information or clarification is needed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Cochrane 
Director – Regulatory Affairs 
California Resources Corporation 
 
 
Attachments: 

A. PLN210174_CalGEM Abandonment Letters 
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11/7/2024

Jeffrey Young 

Aera Energy LLC 

10000 Ming Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93311

Dear Aera Energy LLC,

Your report of abandonment of well Ferrini 6072A-11, A.P.I. No. 0405320039, Section 11, T. 23S, R. 

10E, MD B.&M., San Ardo field, Monterey County, has been examined in conjunction with records filed 

in this office. This letter confirms that the well has been plugged and abandoned, and that the required 

records regarding the abandonment process were filed with our office. Please see the notes below for 

any additional information.

If you have any supplemental questions, please contact your nearest District office or visit us at 

www.conservation.ca.gov/calgem

Sincerely, 

 

Trey Powell 

Northern District Deputy

CC Organizations: 

CC People: 
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