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Water Resources Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda - Final May 28, 2026

For information on The Ralph M. Brown Act: Open Meetings, please click the link below:

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV&title=5

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

John Baillie, Chair

Jason Smith, Vice Chair

Ken Ekelund

Jon Conatser

Doug Scattini

David Bunn

Steve McIntyre

Grant Cremers

Dennis Lebow

Robin Lee

Patrick Breen

Nathan Merkel

Anna McKenna

Douglas Blois

Salinas Valley City - Vacant

How to participate in this meeting:

Via Zoom: Members of the public may participate in this meeting virtually via computer or smart device. To Join the Zoom 

Meeting, copy and paste the link into your browser: https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/94660417478?

pwd=tPGpV3BHvH32Z9ikayGJjfjmaIifAT.1 - Meeting ID: 946 6041 7478 Password: 414544

To Participate via phone, you can call the number below and enter the webinar ID number and password when prompted: 

Phone Number: (669) 219 2599 Meeting ID: 946 6041 7478 Password: 414544

In-Person at the address listed above.

Public Comments: The following options are available to any member of the public participating virtually or in person who 

wishes to make any comments to the Water Resources Advisory Committee.

Before the Meeting via Email: Written comments can be emailed by 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to the Committee 

meeting, to WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov,. Please indicate the Committee name, meeting date and agenda 

number in the subject. Comments received by the deadline will be distributed to the Committee and placed in the record.

During the Meeting via Oral Comments: When the Chair calls for public comment, attendees can queue to speak by raising 

their hand in person. On the Zoom application, click the “Raise Hand” button. On the phone, or press *9 on the phone. The 

Secretary to the Board Committee will call speaker names and un mute speaker mics. You will have 2 minutes to provide 

your comments. Please note, the time limit to speak for commenter's who have already submitted something in writing may 

be shortened.

Individuals with disabilities who desire to request a reasonable accommodation or modification to observe or participate in 

the meeting may make such request by sending an email to WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov. The request 

should be made no later than noon on the Wednesday prior to the Committee meeting in order to provide time for the Agency 

to address the request.

The Chair and/or Secretary may set reasonable rules as needed to conduct the meeting in an orderly manner

Cómo participar en esta reunión:

De forma remota vía Zoom: Los miembros del público pueden participar en esta reunión de manera virtual a través de una 

computadora o dispositivo inteligente. Para unirse a la reunión de Zoom, copie y pegue el siguiente enlace en su navegador:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/94660417478?pwd=tPGpV3BHvH32Z9ikayGJjfjmaIifAT.1 - ID de la reunión: 946 6041 
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7478 Contraseña: 414544

Para participar por teléfono:Puede llamar al número que aparece a continuación e ingresar el ID de la reunión y la 

contraseña cuando se le solicite:

Número de teléfono: (669) 219 2599 ID de la reunión: 946 6041 7478 Contraseña: 414544

En persona: En la dirección indicada anteriormente.

Comentarios del público:Las siguientes opciones están disponibles para cualquier miembro del público que participe de 

forma virtual o en persona y desee hacer comentarios ante el Comité Asesor de Recursos Hídricos.

Antes de la reunión por correo electrónico:

Envíe sus comentarios por correo electrónico antes de las 5:00 p. m. del miércoles previo a la reunión a 

WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov.  Incluya en el asunto el nombre del Comité, la fecha de la reunión y el número 

del punto de la agenda. Los comentarios recibidos antes de la fecha límite serán distribuidos al Comité y archivados en el 

registro oficial.

Durante la reunión mediante comentarios orales: Cuando el Presidente solicite comentarios del público, los asistentes 

pueden hacer fila para hablar levantando la mano en persona. En la aplicación de Zoom, haga clic en el botón “Levantar la 

mano”. Por teléfono, presione *9.

El/la Secretario/a del Comité llamará a los oradores por nombre y activará sus micrófonos. Cada persona tendrá 2 minutos 

para presentar sus comentarios. Tenga en cuenta que el tiempo permitido para quienes ya hayan presentado comentarios 

por escrito puede ser reducido.

Las personas con discapacidades que necesiten una adaptación razonable para observar o participar en la reunión pueden 

solicitarla por correo electrónico a: WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov

La solicitud debe realizarse a más tardar al mediodía del miércoles previo a la reunión del Comité, para permitir que la 

Agencia tenga tiempo de atender la solicitud.

El Presidente y/o el Secretario podrán establecer reglas razonables según sea necesario para conducir la reunión de 

manera ordenada.

Call to Order

Roll Call

Public Comments

Committee Member Comments

Consent Calendar

1. Approve the Minutes of the Water Resources Advisory Committee meeting held on April 30, 2026.

draft Meeting Minutes April 30 2026Attachments:

Presentations

2. Review of the Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extraction Summary Report. (Staff: Amy Woodrow)
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Board Report

Groundwater Ext Summary Report WY2025

Attachments:

Staff Reports

3. Overview of progress on the Bulletin 74 California Well Standards Update. (Staff: Amy Woodrow)

Board ReportAttachments:

4. Current Reservoir Conditions, Release, and Downstream Flow. (Staff: Joey Klein and Casey DeLay)

Reservoir Storage and Release Update

2026 Reservoir Release Schedule

Reservoir Elevation and Storage May 2026

SRDF Daily Cumulative Diversions 2026

Synopsis of Reservoir Release Changes

Attachments:

5. Operations and Maintenance Activities at the Dams. (Staff: Jason Demers)

6. Nacimiento Dam Projects Status Update. (Staff: Mark Foxworthy)

7. Update on the Status of the Agency’s Grazing Lease Renewals. (Staff: Jason Demers)

Status Reports

8. ·  Reservoir Recreation and Parks Activities

·  County of San Luis Obispo Activities

·  Mussel Program Pre-Season Update

Calendar

9. Set next meeting date and discuss future agenda items.

Adjournment
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-176 May 28, 2026

Item No.1 

Agenda Ready5/22/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Approve the Minutes of the Water Resources Advisory Committee meeting held on April 30, 2026.
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1:30 PM
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Schilling Government Center

1441 Schilling Place

Salinas, CA 93901

Meeting Minutes

Saffron Room - 1441 Schilling Pl, Salinas CA 93901 or Via Zoom
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April 30, 2026Water Resources Advisory 

Committee

Meeting Minutes

For information on The Ralph M. Brown Act: Open Meetings, please click the link below:

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?

division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV&title=5
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April 30, 2026Water Resources Advisory 

Committee

Meeting Minutes

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

John Baillie, Chair

Jason Smith, Vice Chair

Ken Ekelund

Jon Conatser

Doug Scattini

David Bunn

Steve McIntyre

Grant Cremers

Dennis Lebow

Robin Lee

Patrick Breen

Nathan Merkel

Anna McKenna

Douglas Blois

Salinas Valley City - Vacant

How to participate in this meeting:

Via Zoom: Members of the public may participate in this meeting virtually via computer or smart 

device. To Join the Zoom Meeting, copy and paste the link into your browser: 

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/94660417478?pwd=tPGpV3BHvH32Z9ikayGJjfjmaIifAT.1 - Meeting 

ID: 946 6041 7478 Password: 414544

To Participate via phone, you can call the number below and enter the webinar ID number and 

password when prompted: Phone Number: (669) 219 2599 Meeting ID: 946 6041 7478 Password: 

414544

In-Person at the address listed above.

Public Comments: The following options are available to any member of the public participating virtually 

or in person who wishes to make any comments to the Water Resources Advisory Committee.

Before the Meeting via Email: Written comments can be emailed by 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior 

to the Committee meeting, to WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov,. Please indicate the 

Committee name, meeting date and agenda number in the subject. Comments received by the deadline 

will be distributed to the Committee and placed in the record.

During the Meeting via Oral Comments: When the Chair calls for public comment, attendees can queue 

to speak by raising their hand in person. On the Zoom application, click the “Raise Hand” button. On 

the phone, or press *9 on the phone. The Secretary to the Board Committee will call speaker names 

and un mute speaker mics. You will have 2 minutes to provide your comments. Please note, the time 

limit to speak for commenter's who have already submitted something in writing may be shortened.

Page 2County of Monterey
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April 30, 2026Water Resources Advisory 

Committee

Meeting Minutes

Individuals with disabilities who desire to request a reasonable accommodation or modification to 

observe or participate in the meeting may make such request by sending an email to 

WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov. The request should be made no later than noon on the 

Wednesday prior to the Committee meeting in order to provide time for the Agency to address the 

request.

The Chair and/or Secretary may set reasonable rules as needed to conduct the meeting in an orderly 

manner

Cómo participar en esta reunión:

De forma remota vía Zoom: Los miembros del público pueden participar en esta reunión de manera 

virtual a través de una computadora o dispositivo inteligente. Para unirse a la reunión de Zoom, copie y 

pegue el siguiente enlace en su navegador:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/94660417478?pwd=tPGpV3BHvH32Z9ikayGJjfjmaIifAT.1 - ID de la 

reunión: 946 6041 7478 Contraseña: 414544

Para participar por teléfono:Puede llamar al número que aparece a continuación e ingresar el ID de la 

reunión y la contraseña cuando se le solicite:

Número de teléfono: (669) 219 2599 ID de la reunión: 946 6041 7478 Contraseña: 414544

En persona: En la dirección indicada anteriormente.

Comentarios del público:Las siguientes opciones están disponibles para cualquier miembro del público 

que participe de forma virtual o en persona y desee hacer comentarios ante el Comité Asesor de 

Recursos Hídricos.

Antes de la reunión por correo electrónico:

Envíe sus comentarios por correo electrónico antes de las 5:00 p. m. del miércoles previo a la reunión 

a WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov.  Incluya en el asunto el nombre del Comité, la fecha 

de la reunión y el número del punto de la agenda. Los comentarios recibidos antes de la fecha límite 

serán distribuidos al Comité y archivados en el registro oficial.

Durante la reunión mediante comentarios orales: Cuando el Presidente solicite comentarios del público, 

los asistentes pueden hacer fila para hablar levantando la mano en persona. En la aplicación de Zoom, 

haga clic en el botón “Levantar la mano”. Por teléfono, presione *9.

El/la Secretario/a del Comité llamará a los oradores por nombre y activará sus micrófonos. Cada 

persona tendrá 2 minutos para presentar sus comentarios. Tenga en cuenta que el tiempo permitido 

para quienes ya hayan presentado comentarios por escrito puede ser reducido.

Las personas con discapacidades que necesiten una adaptación razonable para observar o participar 

Page 3County of Monterey
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April 30, 2026Water Resources Advisory 

Committee

Meeting Minutes

en la reunión pueden solicitarla por correo electrónico a: WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov

La solicitud debe realizarse a más tardar al mediodía del miércoles previo a la reunión del Comité, para 

permitir que la Agencia tenga tiempo de atender la solicitud.

El Presidente y/o el Secretario podrán establecer reglas razonables según sea necesario para conducir 

la reunión de manera ordenada.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.

Roll Call

Present: John Baillie, Ken Ekelund, Jon Conatser, Doug Scattini, David Bunn, Steve McIntyre, 

Robin Lee, Douglas Blois

Absent: Jason Smith, Grant Cremers, Nathan Merkle, Anna McKenna

Public Comments

None.

Committee Member Comments

Douglas Blois, John Baillie, Ken Ekelund

Consent Calendar

Upon the Motion by Patrick Breen, Seconded by Ken Ekelund the committee has approved the 

Consent Calendar for the Water Resources Advisory Committee.

1. Approve the Minutes of the Water Resources Advisory Committee meeting held on February 26, 

2026.

Attachments: draft WRAC Minutes Feb 26th 2026

Staff Reports

2. Water Year 2026 Quarter 2 Salinas Valley Quarterly Water Conditions Report. (Staff Presenting: 

Guillermo Diaz-Moreno.)

Attachments: Final Quarterly Report – Q2 WY2026

Committee Member Comments: Patrick Breen, Douglas Blois, Ken Ekelund, Douglas Scattini

Public Comments: None

3. Current Reservoir Conditions, Releases, and Downstream Flows. (Staff Presenting: Joey Klein & 

Page 4County of Monterey
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April 30, 2026Water Resources Advisory 

Committee

Meeting Minutes

Casey DeLay.)

Attachments: Current Reservoir Conditions & Releases Report

Committee Comments: John Baillie, Douglas Scattini, Dennis Lebow

Public Comments: None

4. April 1 Water Year Type Forecast.(Staff Presenting: Joey Klein.)

Attachments: Year Type Memo 2026

Committee Member Comments: Patrick Breen

Public Comments: None

5. Boat Dock Program Update. (Staff Presenting: Mallory Roberts & Yolanda Maciel.)

Committee Member Comments: John Baillie, Ken Ekelund, Douglas Blois, Jon Conatser, Robin 

Lee

Public Comment: None

Status Reports

6. ·  Reservoir Recreation and Parks Activities 

·  County of San Luis Obispo Activities

·  Mussel Program Pre-Season Update

Committee Member Comments: None

Public Comments: None

Calendar

7. Set the next meeting date and discuss future agenda items.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 2:31 p.m.

Page 5County of Monterey

11

https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=8b8b5ae6-005f-4eab-8dde-908b78c8ca0d.pdf
https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ca200c03-f3fc-4053-b2e5-c9ae1c38e945.pdf


Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-168 May 28, 2026

Item No.2 

Agenda Ready5/21/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Review of the Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extraction Summary Report. (Staff: Amy Woodrow)
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-168 May 28, 2026

Item No.2 

Agenda Ready5/21/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Review of the Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extraction Summary Report

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

Staff have prepared the Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extraction Summary Report (Report). This 

annual report includes an overview of groundwater extraction data collected through the Groundwater 

Extraction Management System (GEMS) for Water Year 2025 (October 1, 2024-September 30, 

2025) from over 1,900 groundwater wells in Monterey County Water Resources Agency (Agency) 

Zone 2C (Attachment 1). The Report also provides information on water conservation practices and 

crop water usage within the reporting area. 

Total groundwater extraction reported for Water Year 2025 was 422,442 acre-feet (AF).  This is an 

increase of 35,770 AF in the volume of groundwater extracted compared to reporting year 2024.  

The breakdown between agricultural extraction and urban extraction for Water Year 2025 was 

385,126 AF (91.2%) and 37,317 AF (8.8%), respectively.  The Agency received groundwater 

extraction reports from ninety-four percent (94%) of the 1,910 wells that were required to report 

data.  

The Report also provides extraction information by subarea and crop type and provides a summary of 

the forecasted conservation practices for both agricultural and urban entities.

These activities align with Agency Strategic Plan Goals B7 (Use of data and analysis to make informed 

decisions based on science) and E1 (Improve public outreach to increase transparency, 

communication, education and information about Agency projects and programs).

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

No other agencies were involved in production of the report, however, the groundwater extraction 

data that are foundational to the report are utilized by local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies. 

FINANCING:

The collection and analysis of groundwater extraction data, and preparation of this report, that 

occurred during Fiscal Year 2025-2026 were funded by the Groundwater Monitoring Program (Fund 

111/ Fund 1501). 

Prepared by: Amy Woodrow, Senior Water Resources Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860 

Approved by: Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Attachments:

Attachment 1 - Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extraction Summary Report

Page 1  County of Monterey Printed on 5/22/2026
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Overview of the 
Groundwater Extraction Reporting Program 

 
History of the Groundwater    

Extraction Reporting Program 
 
In 1993, the Monterey County Board of Supervisors 
adopted Ordinances No. 3717 and 3718 that 
require water suppliers within Zones 2, 2A, and 2B 
to report water use information for groundwater 
extraction facilities (wells) and service connections, 
with a discharge pipe having an inside diameter of 
at least three inches, to the Monterey County Water 
Resources Agency (Agency). In 2024, Ordinance 
No. 5426 was adopted and Ordinance Nos. 3717 
and 3718 were repealed. Ord. No. 5426 and the 
accompanying Groundwater Monitoring Program 
(GMP) Manual updated Agency regulations around 
groundwater extraction reporting.  
The purpose of the Groundwater Extraction 
Reporting Program is to provide the Agency with 
the most accurate water use information available 
to effectively manage groundwater resources. In 
order to obtain accurate water pumping information,  
methods of directly measuring water extractions 
have been implemented. 

Historically, the Agency has collected groundwater 
extraction data from well operators annually for a 
period beginning November 1 and ending October 
31 (“reporting year”). Data collection began with the 
1992-1993 reporting year. The 2025 annual report 

marks the first year of reporting on a Water 
Year (WY) basis, covering the period from 
October 1 through September 30, in 
accordance with Ordinance No. 5426. 
Information submitted by more than two 
hundred well operators throughout the Salinas 
Valley is utilized to prepare this report  
(Figure 1).    
 
For extraction reporting purposes, the Agency 
has grouped pumping data using four 
hydrologic subareas: Pressure, East Side, 
Forebay, and Upper Valley.  These subareas 
are hydrologically and hydraulically connected, 
and their boundaries are defined by differences 
in local hydrogeology and recharge. Zone 2C 
also identifies an Arroyo Seco subarea that is 
hydraulically connected to the alluvium of the 
Salinas Valley but receives a predominance of 
recharge from the Arroyo Seco River. During 
WY 2025, the Agency continued to work on 
expanding groundwater extraction data 
collection and reporting from the historical 
program boundaries to Zone 2C. Due to the 
ongoing nature of this reporting expansion 
effort, the Agency aggregated groundwater 
extraction data for the Arroyo Seco and 
Forebay subareas for WY 2025, but 
acknowledges that they are defined as separate 
subareas in Zone 2C. Groundwater extraction 
reporting has not yet expanded to the Above 
Dam and Below Dam subareas that are 
identified in Zone 2C. 
 
Since the adoption of Ordinance 3851 in 1995, 
the Agency has required the annual submittal of 
Agricultural Water Conservation Plans, which 
outline the best management practices (BMPs) 
that are to be adopted each year by growers in 
the Salinas Valley. In 1996, an ordinance was 
passed that requires the filing of Urban Water 
Conservation Plans (Ordinance 3886). 
Developed as the urban counterpart to the 
agricultural water conservation plans, the plans 
provide an overview of the BMPs to be 
implemented by urban water purveyors as 
conservation measures.

Figure 1. Hydrologic Subareas within Agency Zone 2C 
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Groundwater Summary Report 
The purpose of this report is to summarize the 
data submitted to the Agency by well operators in 
October 2025 from the following annual forms:  
 Groundwater Extraction Forms (agricultural 
and urban) 
 Water Conservation Plans (agricultural and 
urban)  
 Water and Land Use Forms (agricultural) 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

The agricultural and urban data from the 
groundwater extraction program cover WY 
2025 (October 1, 2024 through September 30, 
2025). The agricultural and urban water 
conservation plans for 2026 are also 
summarized. This report is intended to present 
a synopsis of current groundwater extraction 
within the Salinas Valley, including agricultural 
and urban water conservation improvements 
that are being implemented to reduce the total 
amount of water pumped. It is not the purpose 
of this report to thoroughly analyze the factors 
that contribute to increases or decreases in 
pumping. 
 

Compliance   
The Agency received Groundwater Extraction 
Reports from ninety-four percent (94%) of the 
1,910 wells in Zone 2C of the Salinas Valley 
that were asked to report for WY 2025. 
Agricultural and Urban Water Conservation 
Plan submittal compliance for 2025 was eighty 
percent (80%) and seventy-nine percent (79%), 
respectively. 
 

Reporting Format 
Groundwater extraction data are presented in 
this report in units of acre-feet (AF).  One acre-
foot is equal to 325,851 gallons. 

Reporting Methods  
The GMP Manual provides well operators with 
a choice of three different reporting methods: 
Water Flowmeter, Electrical Meter, or Hour 
Meter (timer). The summary of groundwater 
extractions presented in this report is compiled 
from data generated by all three reporting 
methods. The GMP Manual requires annual 
pump efficiency tests for well owners using the 
electrical meter method and flow meter 
calibration every five years to ensure the 
accuracy of the data reported. The overall 
distribution of methods used for the WY 2025 
data was: 87% Flowmeter; 13% Electrical 
Meter; and <1.0% Hour Meter, with some 
variability between subarea (Figure 2) 

Disclaimer 
While the Agency has made every effort to 
ensure the accuracy of the data presented in 
this report, it should be noted that the data are 
submitted by individual reporting parties. In 
addition, since so many factors can affect the 
equipment calibration, it is understood that no 
reporting method is 100 percent accurate. The 
Agency maintains strict quality assurance in the  
compilation, standardization, and entry of the 
data received. Changes to historical data may 
occur due to additional submittals after the due 
date. Rounding errors may cause the total  
extraction values displayed to be within 5 AF of  
actual totals. 
 

Figure 2.  Reporting Method by Subarea 
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Groundwater Extraction Form – Data Summary 
 

Total Extractions by Subarea and Type of Use 
 
All data presented in this section are derived from the agricultural and urban Groundwater Extraction 
Forms.   

   
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Table 1. Extraction Data by Subarea and Type of Use. 
 

Urban Extraction Data by City or Area 
 

The total groundwater extractions attributed to urban use include residential, commercial, institutional, 
industrial, and governmental pumping, and are summarized below.  
 

                                                                                   Table 2.  Urban Extractions by City or Area
 
  
 

 
 
  

OA=Other Area 
Figure 4.  Distribution of Urban Extractions by City or Area. 

Figure 3. Percentage of Ag and Urban Extractions by Subarea. 
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Total Reported Groundwater Extraction in Zone 2C 
 

Figure 5 provides a spatial representation of groundwater extractions within Zone 2C for WY 2025.  The 
figures and tables on the next six pages provide extraction information by subarea. The number of wells 
shown in Figures 5 to 16 may be different than the total number of wells in the program, as stated on 
Page 2, due to delinquent extraction reports. 

   Figure 5.  Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extractions (AF). 
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Pressure Subarea – Extraction Data 

Figure 6. Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extractions in the Pressure Subarea.  
  

 
Table 3.  Total, Agricultural, and Urban Extractions 
(AF) in the Pressure Subarea 2021-2025. 

    
 
 
 

Figure 7. Agricultural and Urban Extractions (AF) in the 
Pressure Subarea 2021-2025. 
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CSIP and Zone 2B – Extraction Data 
 

The Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) delivers recycled water from the Salinas Valley 
Reclamation Project, re-diverted stored reservoir water via the Salinas River Diversion Facility, and 
groundwater from eight supplemental wells to 12,000 acres of irrigated land in the Castroville area, 
referred to as Zone 2B, to reduce groundwater pumping near the coast. Pumping from non-CSIP 
supplemental wells (i.e. privately owned wells) has decreased since CSIP began operations in 1998 but 
is still occurring (Figure 8). The area where chloride concentrations have been observed to equal or 
exceed 250 milligrams per liter (mg/L) in either the 180-Foot or 400-Foot Aquifer is also included in this 
analysis. That area is considered vulnerable due to increasing chloride levels from seawater intrusion 
and, in some cases, contains pathways for seawater intrusion to migrate vertically from the impaired 
overlying aquifers (Figure 8, Table 4). The data shown below is a subset of the Pressure Subarea 
extractions on the previous page. 
 

   
  Figure 8.  Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extractions (AF) in Zone 2B and surrounding area 
 

Figure 9.  Groundwater Extractions in Zone 2B from CSIP and Non-CSIP Supplemental Wells, 1998-2025 

Table 4. 2025 Extraction Data in Zone 2B and the 250 
mg/L chloride extent by Aquifer and Type of Use 
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Deep Aquifers – Extraction Data 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 10.  Deep Aquifers Wells with Extraction Data by Type of Use 
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Deep Aquifers – Extraction Data 
 
 

The Agency has historically categorized wells as being constructed to extract water from the Deep 
Aquifers based on best available data, which may include geologic descriptions from well logs, 
groundwater quality data, and/or groundwater level data. Following completion of the Deep Aquifers 
Study in 2024 by Montgomery & Associates, the Agency revised the categorization of some wells 
based on the newly available airborne electromagnetic (AEM) data, which changed the total number of 
Deep Aquifers wells reporting groundwater extraction data from 57 to 45. Beginning with the 2024 
Groundwater Extraction Summary Report, the data reported in this section are derived using the same 
wells that were designated as Deep Aquifers wells in the Deep Aquifers Study.  

Historical totals of groundwater extraction listed in 
Table 5 and on Figure 11 prior to 2024 have not 
been recalculated using the revised set of wells.   

The amount of water extracted from the Deep 
Aquifers has increased in recent years (Table 5). 
The potential for inducing leakage from the 
overlying impaired aquifers is a serious concern as 
groundwater extractions from the Deep Aquifers 
continue to increase. The Deep Aquifers Study also 
noted that decreased groundwater elevations in the 
Deep Aquifers may depressurize clay units that 
could result in subsidence.  

 

 

 

Figure 11.  Deep Aquifers Groundwater Extractions by Type of Use, 1994-2025 

Table 5. Deep Aquifers Groundwater Extractions 
by Type of Use, 2009-2025 
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East Side Subarea – Extraction Data 

Figure 12.  Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extractions in the East Side Subarea. 
 

 
Table 6.  Total, Agricultural, and Urban                                                                     
Extractions (AF) in the East Side Subarea 2021-2025.  

 
 
 

 

Figure 13. Agricultural and Urban Extractions (AF) in the 
East Side Subarea 2021-2025. 
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Forebay Subarea – Extraction Data

 
 Figure 14. Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extractions in the Forebay Subarea.   
 
 

Table 7.  Total, Agricultural, and Urban Extractions                                                     
(AF) in the Forebay Subarea 2021-2025.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 15. Agricultural and Urban Extractions (AF) in the 

    Forebay Subarea 2021-2025. 
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Upper Valley Subarea – Extraction Data 

Figure 16. Water Year 2025 Groundwater Extractions in the Upper Valley Subarea 
 
 
Table 8.  Total, Agricultural, and Urban Extractions   
(AF) in the Upper Valley Subarea 2021-2025.  

 
 
 
 

Figure 17. Agricultural and Urban Extractions (AF) in the Upper 
       Valley Subarea 2021-2025.  
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Agricultural Water Conservation – Data Summary 
 

In 1995, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 
3851 requiring the filing of Agricultural Water Conservation Plans. Ordinance No. 3851 was amended in 
1999, resulting in Ordinance No. 4014. The Agricultural Water Conservation Plans include information 
on net irrigated acreage, irrigation methods, and crop type. This information is forecasted and indicates 
what the grower plans to do in the upcoming year. Figure 18 and Table 9 present a breakdown of 
irrigation methods by crop type. Figure 19 shows the change in irrigation methods over the length of the 
groundwater extraction reporting program and Figure 20 shows the top ten Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to be implemented in 2026. 

 

Figure 18.  2026 Forecasted Net Acre Distribution of Irrigation Methods by Crop Type.  

 
  Table 9.  Net Acres by Irrigation Method and Crop Type.  
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     Figure 19.  Changes in Irrigation Methods Used Over Time (1993 – 2026) in Zones 2, 2A, and 2B. 
 

 

             Figure 20.  Top Ten BMPs Forecasted for 2026by Reported Net Acres of Application. 
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Water and Land Use Form – Data Summary 
 

The following three figures show the agricultural water extracted (Figure 21), irrigated net acres (Figure 
22), and amount of water used per acre (Figure 23) by hydrologic subarea and crop type based on data 
submitted on the Water and Land Use forms. The data account for all crop types reported and all 
reporting methods: water flowmeter, electrical meter, and hour meter. 
 
Changing weather patterns, variable soil types, and crop types affect the amount of water needed for 
efficient irrigation.  Even during years with similar precipitation amounts, pumping rates will vary from 
one subarea to another, and crop types will vary depending on economic demand and other factors.   
 
Examples of crop type categorizations include strawberries and raspberries under Berries; beans and 
grains under Field Crops; alfalfa and pasture under Forage Crops; avocados and lemons under Tree 
Crops; and sod, flower bulbs, ornamentals, and cactus pears under Other Crops. 
 
 

 

  Figure 21.  2025 Extractions Reported by Crop Type and Subarea. 
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     Figure 22.  2025 Irrigated Net Acres Reported by Crop Type and Subarea. 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 23.  2025 Acre-Feet/Acre by Crop Type and Subarea. 
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Urban Water Conservation – Data Summary 
 

In 1996, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 
3886 requiring that all cities and urban water purveyors within Zones 2, 2A, or 2B file plans showing the 
water conservation measures that were implemented during the prior year and which are planned for 
implementation in the coming year. Since 1996, the Agency has collected data on Urban Water 
Conservation Plans. Tables 10 and 11 show the top ten Best Management Practices (BMPs) for 2026 
as a percentage of total acreage reported for “large” water systems (200 or more customer 
connections), and “small” water systems (between 15 and 199 customer connections). The reported 
water use per connection for different connection classes are summarized for small (Table 12, Figure 
24) and large water systems (Table 13, Figure 25). 

Table 10.  Top Ten BMPs – Large Water Systems. 

Table 11.  Top Ten BMPs – Small Water Systems. 
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Table 12.  Water Use per Connection – Small Water Systems (2021-2025). 

 
 

Figure 24.  Urban Water Use per Connection – For Small Water Systems 
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Table 13.  Water Use per Connection – Large Water Systems (2021-2025). 
  

Figure 25.  Urban Water Use per Connection – For Large Water Systems 
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-169 May 28, 2026

Item No.3 

Agenda Ready5/21/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Overview of progress on the Bulletin 74 California Well Standards Update

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

Per DWR, Bulletin 74: California Well Standards (“Bulletin 74”) “sets the minimum standards for 

water, monitoring, cathodic protection, and geothermal heat exchange wells, with the purpose of 

protecting California’s groundwater quality.”

In 2021, the California Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) convened a Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC) to provide input on an update of Bulletin 74, which was last updated in 1991. The 

TAC met throughout 2021 and 2022, and DWR has been preparing draft standards with 

consideration of the TAC’s input since spring 2022. The Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

(“Agency”) has a representative on the TAC and the Agency staff have been engaged with the Bulletin 

74 process because of the Agency’s role of providing subject matter expertise as part of the County 

of Monterey’s well permitting process.

The TAC is expected to get a preview of the updated Bulletin 74 in summer 2026 and DWR expects 

to release the updated Bulletin 74 for public comment in Fall 2026. Future opportunities for 

engagement will be available, including commenting on the public review draft once it is released.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The Bulletin 74 California Well Standards Update is being led by the Department of Water Resources. 

Prepared by: Amy Woodrow, Senior Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860

Approved by: Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860                       
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-170 May 28, 2026

Item No.4 

Draft5/21/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Reservoir Storage and Release Update.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Board of Directors receives monthly updates on the status of Agency reservoirs.

RAINFALL: After a dry March, April had a series of storms which brought inflow to the reservoirs.  

Despite these rain events, flows in the Salinas River downstream of the reservoirs were uninfluenced 

by the April storms and were mainly influenced by the conservation releases that started on March 26.

RESERVOIR ELEVATION / STORAGE:  As of May 21, 2026, San Antonio Reservoir has a 

water surface elevation of approximately 753.15 feet (NGVD 29), with 208,285 acre-feet of water in 

storage. Nacimiento Reservoir has a water surface elevation of approximately 769.75 feet, with 

226,425 acre-feet of water in storage. San Antonio Reservoir is currently at 62% of storage capacity 

and Nacimiento Reservoir is at 60% of capacity.

RESERVOIR RELEASES: Releases are being made from San Antonio and Nacimiento Reservoirs 

for beneficial uses including groundwater recharge, operation of the Salinas River Diversion Facility, 

and support downstream fish habitat. 

Releases as of May 21, 2026:

· Nacimiento Reservoir: 280 cfs

· San Antonio Reservoir: 130 cfs

Total releases from both reservoirs to the Salinas River are approximately 410 cfs.  The following 

“provisional” flows have been recorded by the USGS:

· Nacimiento River below Nacimiento Dam: 261 cfs

· Salinas River near Bradley: 362 cfs

· Salinas River near King City: 261 cfs

· Salinas River at Soledad: 190 cfs

· Salinas River near Chualar: 91 cfs

· Salinas River near Spreckels: 65 cfs

SALINAS RIVER DIVERSION FACILITY: Diversions started April 6.  As of May 20, SRDF 

Page 1  County of Monterey Printed on 5/22/2026
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has diverted 1,437 AF. 

SALINAS RIVER LAGOON: Following storms in late December and early January, the lagoon 

was breached January 4, 2026. The Salinas Lagoon closed to the ocean on April 10.

Prepared by: Casey DeLay, Hydrologist (831) 755-4860
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Elev. Elev.
(ac-ft) (%) (ft)  (ac-ft) (%) (ft)

Jan 70 4,328 350 60 3,713 600 54 146,210 39% 748.6 520 10 615 171,473 51% 743.1
Feb 72 4,129 367 62 3,554 553 72 189,290 50% 760.6 450 10 575 185,898 55% 747.2
Mar 89 5,496 731 79 4,881 696 91 248,200 66% 774.7 1,027 10 615 209,065 62% 753.4
Apr 249 14,789 1,464 230 13,698 677 114 249,100 66% 774.9 1,848 18 1,091 212,785 64% 754.3
May 407 25,022 2,616 267 16,439 1,616 237,520 63% 772.3 2,859 140 8,583 212,785 64% 754.3
Jun 510 30,348 3,331 280 16,661 2,129 217,867 58% 767.7 3,185 230 13,686 202,075 60% 751.5
Jul 564 34,691 2,585 312 19,200 2,188 195,783 52% 762.2 2,438 252 15,491 185,233 55% 747.0
Aug 623 38,321 2,290 320 19,676 2,188 171,735 45% 755.9 2,078 303 18,645 167,243 50% 741.8
Sep 467 27,769 1,745 320 19,042 2,144 147,594 39% 749.0 1,594 147 8,727 146,611 44% 735.4
Oct 212 13,012 1,150 181 11,108 1,369 124,711 33% 741.7 1,106 31 1,904 136,649 41% 732.1
Nov 70 4,165 580 60 3,570 996 111,634 30% 737.3 579 10 595 133,756 40% 731.2
Dec 70 4,304 358 60 3,689 594 106,516 28% 735.5 374 10 615 132,593 40% 730.8

Jan 2026 102,026 27% 733.8 131,639 39% 730.4
Totals 206,375 17,567 135,233 15,750 331 18,057 71,142

Notes: 1. Mean daily flow for the month in cubic feet per second. 156,694
2. Shaded areas denote actual values.  Non-shaded areas are projected values.

3. Nacimiento Reservoir storage capacity: 377,900 acre feet;  San Antonio Reservoir storage capacity: 335,000 acre feet.

4. Water Resources Advisory Committee may make release considerations for holiday periods to benefit recreation.

5. Schedule assumes no additional storm events that provide inflow to reservoirs.  Actual elevations and or releases may be influenced by inflow.

6. "NWP Diversions" are San Luis Obispo County - Nacimiento Water Project conveyance facilities diversions.  Max. allowable water year (Oct. 1 - Sept. 30) diversions: 15,750 ac-ft.

7. Nacimiento "NWP Diversions" do not include lakeside water use which is estimated at approximately 1,750 acre feet per year.

8. Releases from Nacimiento reservoir will be limited to 280 cfs or less due to planed maintenance activities expected to be completed by July 1. Nacimiento releases may exceed 280 cfs once mainteance activities are complete.

Draft Date: 5/21/2026

NWP 
Orders 
(ac-ft)

NWP 
Diversions 

(ac-ft)

Beginning of Month Evap. 
Losses 
(ac-ft)

Reservoir 
Releases 

(cfs)1

Reservoir 
Releases 

(ac-ft)

RESERVOIR RELEASE SCHEDULE FOR 2026

Month
Combined 
Releases 

(cfs)1

Combined 
Releases 

(ac-ft)

NACIMIENTO SAN ANTONIO
Evap. 

Losses 
(ac-ft)

Reservoir 
Releases 

(cfs)1

Reservoir 
Releases 

(ac-ft)

Beginning of Month
Storage Storage
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Reservoir Elevation and Storage
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Nacimiento Reservoir

WY 2025 WY 2026

Top of Minimum Pool (687.8 ft; 22,300 af)

Top of Dead Pool (670 ft; 10,300 af)

Top of Flood Pool (800 ft; 377,900 af)

Top of  Conservation Pool (787.75 ft; 311,313 af)
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San Antonio Reservoir

Dead pool Minimum Pool
Conservation Pool Flood Pool
Minimum Recreation Elevation Low Level Outlet Works
Nacimiento High Level Outlet Works Reservoir Elevation
Spillway
Raised Nacimiento Spillway Gate

Top of Conservation Pool (774.5 ft; 305,000 af)
Top of Flood Pool (780 ft; 335,000 af)

Top of Minimum Pool (666 ft; 23,000 af)

Top of Dead Pool (645 ft; 10,000 af)

WY 2025 WY 2026
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Synopsis of Reservoir Release Changes  
Since March 26, 2026 

 

 San Antonio 
Reservoir 

 Nacimiento 
Reservoir 

  

Date Starting 
Flow 

Ending 
Flow 

 Starting 
Flow 

Ending 
Flow 

 Total 
Releases 

March 26, 2026 10 10  60 120  130 
March 30, 2026 10 10  120 180  190 
April 2, 2026 10 10  180 230  240 
April 6, 2026 10 50  230 300  350 
April 7, 2026 50 80  300 280  360 
April 10, 2026 80 10  280 280  290 
April 15, 2026 10 10  280 220  230 

 April 24, 2026 10 10  220 180  190 
April 29, 2026 10 10  180 220  230 
May 1, 2026 10 10  220 280  290 
May 4, 2026 10 50  280 280  330 
May 5, 2026 50 90  280 280  370 
May 6, 2026 90 130  280 280  410 
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County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-171 May 28, 2026

Item No.5 

Agenda Ready5/21/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Operations and Maintenance Activities at the Dams. (Staff: Jason Demers)

Page 1  County of Monterey Printed on 5/22/2026

46



Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-172 May 28, 2026

Item No.6 

Agenda Ready5/21/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Nacimiento Dam Projects Status Update. (Staff: Mark Foxworthy)
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Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-173 May 28, 2026

Item No.7 

Agenda Ready5/21/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Update on the Status of the Agency’s Grazing Lease Renewals. (Staff: Jason Demers)
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Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-174 May 28, 2026

Item No.8 

Agenda Ready5/21/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

·  Reservoir Recreation and Parks Activities

·  County of San Luis Obispo Activities

·  Mussel Program Pre-Season Update
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-177 May 28, 2026

Item No.9 

Agenda Ready5/21/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Set next meeting date and discuss future agenda items.

Next scheduled meeting on June 25, 2026.
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