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July 22, 2024 
 
Monterey County 
Housing & Community Development 
Attention: Mary Israel 
1441 Schilling Place South, 2nd Floor 
Salinas, CA 93901 
Submitted as hard copy to physical address and via email: CEQAcomments@co.monterey.ca.us 
 
Re:  Carmel Self Storage Investments LLC Mitigated Negative Declaration   
 
Dear County of Monterey, 
 
Thank you for providing the Monterey Bay Air Resources District (MBARD) with the opportunity to comment 
on the Carmel Self Storage Investments LLC Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND). MBARD has reviewed the 
MND and has the following comments: 
 
Asbestos Cement Pipe (ACP) and other sub-surface asbestos Infrastructure 
 
The project’s 2.06 acre undeveloped site will be excavated to a depth of four feet. Proper procedures must be 
taken when encountering any active or abandoned ACP or other asbestos-containing subsurface 
infrastructure. Grading and trenching activities in particular can disturb ACPs and release fibrous material, 
exposing sensitive receptors.  If ACP or other sub-surface asbestos material are encountered, please follow 
proper procedures including notification, removal, and disposal of regulated asbestos containing materials per 
MBARD Rule 424. Rule 424 can be found online at https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/current-air-district-rules. Please 
contact Bronwyn Nielson, Air Quality Compliance Inspector, at 831-718-8024 for more information regarding 
these rules. 
 
Air Quality 

- Fugitive Dust Control 
Fugitive dust should be mitigated during the construction phase of the project.  Compliance with 
MBARD Rule 402 (Nuisance) and CEQA Guidelines, Section 8.2 can be maintained by implementing 
the following Best Management Practices as applicable: 

 Water all active construction areas at least twice daily. Frequency should be based on 
the type of operation, soil, and wind exposure. 

 Prohibit all grading activities during periods of high wind (over 15 mph). 
 Cover all trucks hauling dirt, sand, or loose materials. 
 Cover inactive storage piles. 
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 Maintain at least 2’0” of freeboard in haul trucks. 
 Apply chemical soil stabilizers on inactive construction areas (disturbed lands within 

construction projects that are unused for at least four consecutive days). 
 
Construction Equipment 
To further reduce construction emissions, MBARD recommends using cleaner than required equipment that 
conforms to the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) Tier 3 or Tier 4 emission standards. We further 
recommend that whenever feasible, construction equipment use alternative fuels such as compressed natural 
gas (CNG), propane, electricity, or biodiesel. This would have the added benefit of reducing diesel exhaust 
emissions. 
 
Portable or Stationary Engines 
If a generator, boiler, or another stationary source of air pollutants is needed to support the construction 
process or will be installed for use in the operation of the project, a permit may be required.  Per MBARD Rule 
201, any stationary piston-type internal combustion engine of greater than or equal to 50 brake horsepower 
(bhp) requires an MBARD Permit to Operate.  Please contact MBARD’s Engineering Division if there are any 
questions regarding the permitting process. 
 
Portable Equipment Registration Program 
If project construction uses portable equipment registered with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) in 
the Portable Equipment Registration Program (PERP), MBARD must be notified within two working days of 
commencing operations when a registered unit will be at a location for more than five days. Portable 
equipment not registered with CARB may be subject to MBARD permit requirements. 
 
Transportation Emissions 

- Electrical Vehicle Charging Stations 
 

• Due to the construction of the self-storage facility that will bring site attendees, MBARD supports 
incorporating electric vehicle infrastructure goals in the project plan.  To achieve further emission 
reduction of criteria pollutants, emissions and greenhouse gases, MBARD suggests including publicly 
available dual port Level 2 & DC fast-charge charging stations in the facility parking areas as part of the 
project.   

 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Carmel Self Storage Investments LLC Mitigated Negative 
Declaration. Please let me know if you have any questions. You can reach me at 831-718-8021.  
 
Best regards, 
 
Irene Miranda  
 
Irene Miranda, Ph.D. 
Air Quality Planner I 
 

cc:   Rich Stedman, Air Pollution Control Officer 
David Frisbey, Planning and Air Monitoring Manager 
Shawn Boyle, Planning and Air Monitoring Supervisor  




