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Public Safety Realignment Act of 2011 

 

“California must reinvest its criminal justice resources to support community-based corrections 

programs and evidence-based practices that will achieve improved public safety returns on this 

state’s substantial investment in its criminal justice system. Realigning low-level felony 

offenders who do not have prior convictions for serious, violent, or sex offenses to locally run 

community-based corrections programs, which are strengthened through community-based 

punishment, evidence-based practices, improved supervision strategies, and enhanced secured 

capacity, will improve public safety outcomes among adult felons and facilitate their 

reintegration back into society. Community-based corrections programs require a partnership 

between local public safety entities and the county to provide and expand the use of community-

based punishment for low-level offender populations. Each county’s Local Community 

Corrections Partnership, as established in paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of Section 1230, 

should play a critical role in developing programs and ensuring appropriate outcomes for low-

level offenders. Fiscal policy and correctional practices should align to promote a justice 

reinvestment strategy that fits each county. “Justice reinvestment” is a data-driven approach to 

reduce corrections and related criminal justice spending and reinvest savings in strategies 

designed to increase public safety. The purpose of justice reinvestment is to manage and allocate 

criminal justice populations more cost-effectively, generating savings that can be reinvested in 

evidence-based strategies that increase public safety while holding offenders 

accountable. “Community-based punishment” means correctional sanctions and programming 

encompassing a range of custodial and noncustodial responses to criminal or noncompliant 

offender activity. Community-based punishment may be provided by local public safety entities 

directly or through community-based public or private correctional service providers [et. seq]. 

“Evidence-based practices” refers to supervision policies, procedures, programs, and practices 

demonstrated by scientific research to reduce recidivism among individuals under probation, 

parole, or post release supervision.” (CA Pen. Code, § 17.5(a)(4)-(9).) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


