
Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: RES 25-003 January 28, 2025

Item No. 

Health Department - 

Consent

1/7/2025Introduced: Current Status:

1 BoS ResolutionVersion: Matter Type:

Adopt a resolution to:

a. Confirm the appointment of Melanie Rhodes, Deputy Director of Behavioral Health, Access 

to Treatment, Adult, Crisis and Justice Involved Services, as Acting Bureau Chief/Director of 

Behavioral Health for the County of Monterey Health Department, the term of which 

appointment shall be limited to a twelve-month period from the date of approval of the 

appointment by the State of California Department of Health Care Services (DHCS); and 

b. Authorize the Chair of the Board of Supervisors to execute a letter to the State of California 

Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) announcing the appointment of Melanie Rhodes 

as Acting Director of Behavioral Health.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors adopt a resolution to:

a. Confirm the appointment of Melanie Rhodes, Deputy Director of Behavioral Health, Access 

to Treatment, Adult, Crisis and Justice Involved Services, as Acting Bureau Chief/Director of 

Behavioral Health for the County of Monterey Health Department, the term of which 

appointment shall be limited to a twelve-month period from the date of approval of the 

appointment by the State of California Department of Health Care Services (DHCS); and 

b. Authorize the Chair of the Board of Supervisors to execute a letter to the State of California 

Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) announcing the appointment of Melanie Rhodes 

as Acting Director of Behavioral Health.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Behavioral Health Bureau is one of seven bureaus of the County of Monterey Health 

Department. The Director of Behavioral Health serves as the Behavioral Health Bureau Chief 

and reports directly to the Director of Health Services. The County of Monterey will be opening 

a recruitment to fill the current vacancy in the position of the Director of Behavioral 

Health/Bureau Chief.

The appointment of an Acting Director of Behavioral Health is essential during the pendency of 

the recruitment. A key assignment of the Acting Director of Behavioral Health will be to 

oversee the Health Department’s Behavioral Health processes and activities until the vacancy in 

the position of Director of Behavioral Health is permanently filled.

Pursuant to Section 620.1 of Title 9 of the California Code of Regulations, a county may select 

an Acting Director of Local Mental Health Services with appointment limited to a 12-month 

period subject to the approval of the Director of the State of California Department of Health 
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Care Services.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The Office of the County Counsel has reviewed this report and concurs with the 

recommendation.

FINANCING:

No additional County funds are associated with this interim assignment.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS STRATEGIC INITIATIVES:

Check the related Board of Supervisors Strategic Initiatives:

☐ Economic Development: 

· Through collaboration, strengthen economic development to ensure a 

diversified and healthy economy. 

☐ Administration:

· Promote an organization that practices efficient and effective resource 

management and is recognized for responsiveness, strong customer 

orientation, accountability and transparency. 

☒ Health & Human Services:

· Improve health and quality of life through County supported policies, 

programs, and services, promoting access to equitable opportunities for 

healthy choices and healthy environments in collaboration with communities. 

☐ Infrastructure:

· Plan and develop a sustainable, physical infrastructure that improves the 

quality of life for County residents and supports economic development 

results. 

☐ Public Safety:

· Create a safe environment for people to achieve their potential, leading 

businesses and communities to thrive and grow by reducing violent crimes
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