
ORDINANCE NO. 5402
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF MONTEREY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 16.16 OF THE MONTEREY COUNTY CODE RELATING TO 
REGULATIONS FOR FLOODPLAINS IN MONTEREY COUNTY 

County Counsel Summary 
This ordinance amends Chapter 16.16 of the Monterey County Code to 

ensure alignment with federal and state law for continued participation in the 
National Flood Insurance Program. and to reflect the change in the responsible 
agency from the Monterey County Water Resources Agency to the County of 
Monterey. Housing and Community Development Department. 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey ordains as follows: 
SECTION 1. Findings and Declarations 
A. Ordinance Number 5139, adopted October 6, 2009, amended Monterey County

Code Chapter 16.16, Regulations For Floodplains in Monterey County, in its entirety and is the 
codified ordinance currently in effect. 

B. In January 2019, the County of Monterey entered into a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Monterey County Water Resources Agency to have the former Resource 
Management Agency, now Housing and Community Development, asswne responsibility related 
to floodplain management and other associated duties. 

C. On November 18, 2021, the California Department of Water Resources on behalf
of the Federal Emergency Management Agency met with staff from the Monterey County 
Housing and Community Development Department through a Community Assistance Visit to
evaluate how the County is administering its floodplain management program under the National 
Flood Insurance Program and the California Building Code. 

D. The California Department of Water Resources identified certain sections of
Monterey County Code Chapter 16.16 that need to be updated to ensure alignment with federal 
and state law for continued participation in the National Flood Insurance Program, and to reflect 
the change in the responsible agency from the Monterey County Water Resources Agency to the 
County of Monterey, Housing and Community Development Department. 

SECTION 2. Subsection FFF of Section 16.16.020 of the Monterey County Code is 
amended to read as follows: 

FFF. "Substantial improvement(s)" means any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, 
or other improvement of a structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds fifty (50) percent of the 
market value of the structure before the "start of construction" of the improvement. A 
"substantial improvement" is considered to occur if, within any consecutive ten-year period, the 
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d. Complies with the wet floodproofing construction requirements as
follows:

1) Anchored to resist flotation, collapse, and lateral
movement; 

2) When enclosed by walls, walls have flood openings
that comply with the flood opening requirements of ASCE 24, 
Chapter 2; 

3) Flood damage-resistant materials are used below the
base flood elevation; and 

4) Mechanical, electrical, and utility equipment are
elevated above the base flood elevation. 

SECTION 8. SEV ERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining portions of this ordinance. The Board of Supervisors hereby declares that it would 
have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof, 
irrespective of the fat that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases 
be declared invalid. 

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become effective on the thirty
first day following its adoption. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 18th  day of April, 2023, by the following vote: 

AYES:      Supervisors Alejo, Church, Lopez, Askew, and Adams
NOES:      None
ABSENT:  None

A TTEST: 
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Chair, Luis A. Alejo 
Monterey County Board of Supervisors 




