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February 22, 2022Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors

Meeting Agenda

Important Notice Regarding COVID-19

In order to minimize the spread of the COVID 19 virus, please do the following:

1. While the Board chambers remain open, you are strongly encouraged to observe the live stream 

of the Board of Directors meetings at http://monterey.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=19 

or http://www.mgtvonline.com/ 

If you attend the Board of Directors meeting in person, you will be required to maintain appropriate 

social distancing, i.e., maintain a 6-foot distance between yourself and other individuals.

2. If you choose not to attend the Board of Directors meeting but wish to make a comment on a 

specific agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the Friday before the 

meeting.. Please submit your comment to the Secretary of the Board at 

WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us   In an 

effort to assist the Secretary in identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please 

indicate in the Subject Line, the meeting body (i.e. Board of Directors Agenda) and item number (i.e. 

Item No. 10). Your comment will be placed into the record at the Board meeting.

3. For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/99769079850

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Enter this Meeting ID number: 997 6907 9850 when prompted. Please note there is no Participant 

Code, you will just press # again after the recording prompts you.

You will be placed in the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public comment if 

joined by computer audio please Raise your Hand; and by phone please push *9 on your keypad.

Aviso Importante Sobre COVID-19

Para minimizar la propagación del virus COVID 19, haga lo siguiente:

1. Mientras las cámaras de la Junta permanezcan abiertas, se le recomienda firmemente que 

observe la transmisión de la reunión de la Junta Directiva en vivo por 
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http://monterey.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=19  o http://www.mgtvonline.com/

Si asiste a la reunión de la Junta de la Directiva en persona, se le pedirá que mantenga un 

distanciamiento social apropiado, es decir, mantenga una distancia de 6 pies entre usted y otras 

personas.

2. Si prefiere no asistir a la reunión de la Junta Directiva pero desea hacer un comentario sobre 

algún tema específico de la agenda, por favor envie su comentario por correo electrónico antes de 

las 5:00 p.m. el Viernes antes de la reunion.. Envie su comentario al Secretario de la junta al correo 

electronico WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us

mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  Para ayudar al Secretario a idenficar el artículo de 

la agenda relacionado con su comentario, por favor indique en la linea de asunto del correo 

electronico el cuerpo de la reunion (es decir, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el número de 

artículo (es decir, el Artículo No. 10). Su comentario se colocará en el registro de la reunion de esta 

Junta.

3. Para participar for ZOOM, por favor únase for audio de computadora por:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/997 6907 9850

O para participar for teléfono, llame a culquiera de los números a continuación:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Cuando se le solicite, ingrese este número de reunión: 997 6907 9850. Por favor tenga en cuenta que 

no hay código de participante, simplemente presione # nuevamente después de que la grabación se 

lo indique.

Se le colocará en la reunion como asistente; cuando deseé hacer un comentario público si esta unido 

por la computadora utilize la opción de levantar la mano en el chat de la pantalla; o por teléfono 

presione *9 en su teclado.

Call to Order at 12:00 P.M.

Roll Call

Public Comments on Closed Session Items

1. Closed Session under Government Code section 54950, relating to the following 

item:
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a.  Pursuant to Government Code section 54956.9(d)(2), the Board of Directors will 

confer with legal counsel regarding one matter of potential exposure to litigation.

Note: Continuance of Closed Session to be held at the conclusion of the Board's 

Regular Agenda, or at any other time during the course of the meeting 

announced by the Chairperson of the Board. The public may comment on 

Closed Session items prior to the Board's recess to Closed Session.

Recess to Closed Session

Reconvene Meeting at 1:00 P.M.

Pledge of Allegiance

Public Comment

Consent Calendar

2. Approve the Action Minutes of January 18, 2022

Draft MInutes January 18, 2022Attachments:

3. Find, pursuant to AB 361 and in order for the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency Board of Directors and its standing subcommittees (Personnel & 

Administration, Finance, and Planning) to continue to meet remotely, that the 

COVID-19 pandemic state of emergency declared by Governor Newsom is still in 

effect; the Board and subcommittees have reconsidered the circumstances of the state 

of emergency; and the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend 

social distancing measures for meetings of the legislative bodies.

Board Report

Board Order

Attachments:

4. Receive the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) FY 2021-2022 

Second Quarter Financial Status Report through December 31, 2021.

Board Report

FY22 2nd Quarter Financial Summary

Board Order

Attachments:

5. Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of 

Supervisors adopt a resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant 

agreement with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to fund the Salinas River 

Lagoon Community Engagement and Planning Project.
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Board Report

Board Order

Attachments:

Scheduled Items

6. Consider receiving an update from Matt Turrentine, a Director on the Board of 

Shandon-San Juan Water District/Shandon-San Juan Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency, regarding water right applications filed with the California State Water 

Resources Control Board to appropriate water from the Nacimiento and Salinas 

Rivers; and provide direction to staff as appropriate.

Board Report

Letters of Opposition

Board Order

Attachments:

7. Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board 

of Supervisors:

a. Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to 

begin negotiations related to use of New Source Waters for the Castroville Seawater 

Intrusion Project pursuant to Section 16.16 of the Amended and Restated Water 

Recycling Agreement with Monterey One Water; and 

b. Authorize the General Manager to negotiate a new agreement with the City of 

Salinas and Monterey One Water for use of Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 in 

response to current drought conditions.

Board Report

ARWRA and Amendments

RWQCB Condition Precedent 3

Board Order

Attachments:

8. Consider receiving an update on Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management and the 

Low-Effect Habitat Conservation Plan.

Board Report

Board Order

Attachments:

Key Information and Calendar of Events

9. February, March and April 2022 Calendars

February 2022

March 2022

April 2022

Attachments:

General Manager's Report
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10. · COVID-19 Update

· Personnel Update

· Prop. 1 Grant Update

· Pajaro Update

· Salinas River Update

· Other

Committee Reports

Information Items

11. Information Items:

 1.  Reservoir Storage and Release Update

 2.  Well Permit Applications Update

 3.  Quarterly Conditions Report

Reservoir Storage & Release Update Report

Well Permit Appications Update

Quarterly Conditions Update

Attachments:

Correspondence

12. 1.  Letter dated January 31, 2022, from the Department of the Interior, Bureau of 

Reclamation to Shaunna Murray, Monterey County Water Resources Agency

Re: Notice of Funding Opportunity No. R22AS00020 - WaterSMART Drought 

Response Program: Drought Resiliency Projects for Fiscal Year 2022- DRP-008 

Application Review Status, Your Application Titled, “Castroville Seawater Intrusion 

Project (CSIP) Distribution System Optimization.”

2. Letter dated February 11, 2022, from the State Water Board to Santa Cruz 

County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, Zone 7 

Re:  Enforcement program: Santa Cruz County Flood Control and Water 

Conservation District, Pajaro River Roughness Reduction Project, Santa Cruz 

County - Notice of Violation for Failing to Submit a Report of Waste Discharge

3.  Letter from Santa Cruz County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, 

Zone 7 to Kim Sanders, State Water Board 

Re: Santa Cruz County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, Pajaro River 

Roughness Reduction Project, Santa Cruz County - Requirement to obtain regulatory 

coverage for discharges to waters of the State in the Pajaro River 
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Dept. of the Interior Letter dated January 31, 2022

Notice of Violation - Pajaro River Rough Reduction

Letter to Central Coast Water Board December 2021

Attachments:

Board of Directors Comments

Adjournment

Page 7 Monterey County Printed on 2/14/2022

7

http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=c8d878b2-359f-4149-aff3-17b43192fe18.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1dbaea54-e6cb-49ac-b590-d770733d233f.pdf
http://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=dda6879f-867a-439f-8ebd-75bb02bf7e3c.pdf


Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-026 February 22, 2022

Item No.1 

Draft2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Closed Session under Government Code section 54950, relating to the following item:

a.  Pursuant to Government Code section 54956.9(d)(2), the Board of Directors will confer with legal 

counsel regarding one matter of potential exposure to litigation.

Note: Continuance of Closed Session to be held at the conclusion of the Board's Regular 

Agenda, or at any other time during the course of the meeting announced by the Chairperson of 

the Board. The public may comment on Closed Session items prior to the Board's recess to 

Closed Session.
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-019 February 22, 2022

Item No.2 

Draft2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Approve the Action Minutes of January 18, 2022
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Tuesday, January 18, 2022

1:00 PM

Monterey County

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM ONLY. THERE WILL 

BE NO OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND THE MEETING IN PERSON. THE INSTRUCTIONS 

ON HOW TO JOIN THE MEETING HAVE BEEN EDITED TO REFLECT THIS CHANGE.

Meeting Minutes

SPECIAL MEETING - REVISED AGENDA

IMPORTANT COVID-19 NOTICE ON PAGE 2-4

AVISO IMPORTANTE SOBRE COVID-19 EN LA PAGINA 2-4

Water Resources Agency Board of Directors

John Baillie, Chair

Mike LeBarre, Vice Chair

Mark Gonzalez

Deidre Sullivan

Ken Ekelund

Mike Scattini

Jason Smith

Matt Simis

Marvin Borzini
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January 18, 2022Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors

Meeting Minutes

Important Notice Regarding COVID-19

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM ONLY. THERE 

WILL BE NO OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND THE MEETING IN PERSON.  THE 

INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO JOIN THE MEETING HAVE BEEN EDITED TO 

REFLECT THIS CHANGE.

Based on guidance from the California Department of Public Health and the California 

Governor’s Office, in order to minimize the spread of the COVID 19 virus, please do the 

following:

1.  If you choose not to attend the Board of Directors meeting but wish to make a comment on 

a specific agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the Friday 

before the meeting. Please submit your comment to the Secretary of the Board at 

WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us mail to: WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us   

In an effort to assist the Secretary in identifying the agenda item relating to your public 

comment please indicate in the Subject Line, the meeting body (i.e. Board of Directors 

Agenda) and item number (i.e. Item No. 10). Your comment will be placed into the record at 

the Board meeting.

2.  For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/99769079850

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Enter this Meeting ID number: 997 6907 9850 when prompted. Please note there is no 

Participant Code, you will just press # again after the recording prompts you.

You will be placed in the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public 

comment if joined by computer audio please Raise your Hand; and by phone please push *9 

on your keypad.

Aviso Importante Sobre COVID-19

LA REUNIÓN DE LA JUNTA DIRECTIVA SE LLEVARÁ A CABO SOLO A TRAVÉS 

DE ZOOM. NO HABRÁ OPORTUNIDAD DE ASISTIR A LA REUNIÓN EN PERSONA. 

Page 1Monterey County
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LAS INSTRUCCIONES SOBRE CÓMO UNIRSE A LA REUNIÓN SE HAN EDITADO 

PARA REFLEJAR ESTE CAMBIO.

Basado en la guía del Departamento de Salud del Estado de California (California 

Department of Public Health) y de la Oficina del Governador, para minimizar la propagación 

del virus COVID 19, por favor haga lo siguiente:

1  Si prefiere no asistir a la reunión de la Junta Directiva pero desea hacer un comentario 

sobre algún tema específico de la agenda, por favor envie su comentario por correo 

electrónico antes de las 5:00 p.m. el Viernes antes de la reunion.. Envie su comentario al 

Secretario de la junta al correo electronico WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us

mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  Para ayudar al Secretario a idenficar el 

artículo de la agenda relacionado con su comentario, por favor indique en la linea de asunto 

del correo electronico el cuerpo de la reunion (es decir, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el 

número de artículo (es decir, el Artículo No. 10). Su comentario se colocará en el registro de 

la reunion de esta Junta.

2.  Para participar for ZOOM, por favor únase for audio de computadora por:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/997 6907 9850

O para participar for teléfono, llame a culquiera de los números a continuación:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Cuando se le solicite, ingrese este número de reunión: 997 6907 9850. Por favor tenga en 

cuenta que no hay código de participante, simplemente presione # nuevamente después de 

que la grabación se lo indique.

Se le colocará en la reunion como asistente; cuando deseé hacer un comentario público si 

esta unido por la computadora utilize la opción de levantar la mano en el chat de la pantalla; o 

por teléfono presione *9 en su teclado.

Call to Order at 1:00 P.M.

Roll Call

Present:  John Baillie, Mike LeBarre, Mark Gonzalez, Deidre Sullivan, Ken Ekelund, Mike Scattini, 

Jason Smith, Matthew Simis, Marvin Borzini

Absent:  None
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Pledge of Allegiance

Election of Officers

1. 1.  Selection of Chair and Vice-Chair for a two-year term

2.  Committee Assignments

Upon Motion by Jason Smith and Second by Mark Gonzalez the Board elected John Baillie as 

Chair and Mike LeBarre as Vice-Chair for a two-year term.  The Committee assignments will be 

determined at each of the upcoming Committee meetings.

Ayes:  John Baillie, MIke LeBarre, Mark Gonzalez, Deidre Sullivan, Ken Ekelund, MikeScattini, 

Jason Smith, Matthew SImis and Marvin Borzini

Noes:  None

Absent:  None

Public Comment

None

Consent Calendar

Upon Motion by Mark Gonzalez and Second by Deidre Sullivan the Board approved the Consent 

Calendar.

Ayes:  John Baillie, MIke LeBarre, Mark Gonzalez, Deidre Sullivan, Ken Ekelund, MikeScattini, 

Jason Smith, Matthew SImis and Marvin Borzini

Noes:  None

Absent:  None

2. Approve the Action Minutes of  December 20, 2021

Attachments: Draft BOD Minutes December 20, 2021

3. Approve the 2022 Board of Directors and Committee Meetings Schedule.

Attachments: 2022 BOD and Committee Meetings Schedule

4. Find, pursuant to AB 361 and in order for the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors and its standing subcommittees (Personnel & Administration, Finance, and Planning) to 

continue to meet remotely, that the COVID-19 pandemic state of emergency declared by Governor 

Newsom is still in effect; the Board and subcommittees have reconsidered the circumstances of the 

state of emergency; and the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend social distancing 

measures for meetings of the legislative bodies.

Attachments: Board Report

Board Order
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5. Approve Amendment No. 4 to the Agreement for Services with JM Electric, Inc. by extending the 

contract term to June 30, 2023 and increasing the dollar amount by $50,000 for a new contract total of 

$150,000 to continue providing electrical services for the Nacimiento Hydroelectric Plant; and 

authorize the General Manager to execute the Amendment.

Attachments: Board Report

Amendment No. 4 - JM Electric Inc.

Amendments 1-3 - JM Electric Inc.

Agreement - JM Electric Inc.

Board Order

Scheduled Items

6. Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a. Adopt a resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife to receive a 2019 Section 6 Non-Traditional Habitat 

Conservation Plan Grant of $1 million dollars to financially support the Agency’s development of the 

Salinas River Habitat Conservation Plan; and

b. Adopt a resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife to receive a 2021 Section 6 Non-Traditional Habitat 

Conservation Plan Grant of $1 million dollars to financially support the Agency’s development of the 

Salinas River Habitat Conservation Plan.

Attachments: Board Report

Board Order

Upon Motion by Matthew Simis and Second by Mark Gonzalez the Board recommended that the 

Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a. Adopt a resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife to receive a 2019 Section 6 Non-Traditional Habitat 

Conservation Plan Grant of $1 million dollars to financially support the Agency’s development of 

the Salinas River Habitat Conservation Plan; and

b. Adopt a resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife to receive a 2021 Section 6 Non-Traditional Habitat 

Conservation Plan Grant of $1 million dollars to financially support the Agency’s development of 

the Salinas River Habitat Conservation Plan.

Ayes:  John Baillie, MIke LeBarre, Mark Gonzalez, Deidre Sullivan, Ken Ekelund, MikeScattini, 

Jason Smith, Matthew SImis and Marvin Borzini

Noes:  None

Absent:  None

Public Comment:  Margie Kay

7. Consider receiving the three-year financial trend analysis of the Monterey County Water Resources 
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Agency.

Attachments: Board Report

WRA Three-year Fund Balance Summary

WRA Three-year Fund Balance Use Summary

Board Order

Copy of Presentation - added after meeting

Upon Motion by Matthew Simis and Second by Deidre Sullivan the Board received the three-year 

financial trend analysis of the Monterey County Water Resources Agency.

Ayes:  John Baillie, MIke LeBarre, Mark Gonzalez, Deidre Sullivan, Ken Ekelund, MikeScattini, 

Jason Smith, Matthew SImis and Marvin Borzini

Noes:  None

Absent:  None

Public Comment:  Margie Kay, George Fontes

Key Information and Calendar of Events

8. January, February and March 2022 Calendars

Attachments: January 2022

February 2022

March 2022

General Manager's Report

9. · COVID-19 Update

· Personnel Update

· Prop. 1 Grant Update

· Pajaro Update

· Salinas River Update

· Other

Committee Reports

Information Items

10. Information Items:

 1.  Reservoir Release Update

 2.  Well Permit Applications Update
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Attachments: Reservoir Release Update Report

Well Permit Applications Update

Correspondence

11. Letter dated December 22, 2021 from Elizabeth Krafft, Deputy General Manager to: California 

Homeless Coordinating and Financing Council Encampment Resolution Funding Program

Re: The City of Salinas’ Encampment Resolution Funding (ERF) Grant Proposal for the Homeless 

Coordinating and Financing Council (HCFC) Program Request for Applications

Attachments: MCWRA letter of commitment HCFC

Board of Directors Comments

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m.

Addenda/Supplemental

Addenda/Revision:

Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors Addenda/Revision for Tuesday, 

January 18, 2022

The Board of Directors meeting will be held via Zoom only.  There will be no opportunity to attend the 

meeting in person.  The instructions on how to join the meeting have been edited to reflect this change:

Important Notice Regarding COVID-19

In order to minimize the spread of the COVID 19 virus, please do the following:

1. While the Board chambers remain open, you are strongly encouraged to observe the live stream of 

the Board of Directors meetings at http://monterey.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=19 or 

http://www.mgtvonline.com/ 

If you attend the Board of Directors meeting in person, you will be required to maintain appropriate 

social distancing, i.e., maintain a 6-foot distance between yourself and other individuals.

Based on guidance from the California Department of Public Health and the California Governor’s 

Office, in order to minimize the spread of the COVID 19 virus, please do the following:
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2.1 If you choose not to attend the Board of Directors meeting but wish to make a comment on a 

specific agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the Friday before the 

meeting. Please submit your comment to the Secretary of the Board at 

WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us   In an 

effort to assist the Secretary in identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please 

indicate in the Subject Line, the meeting body (i.e. Board of Directors Agenda) and item number (i.e. 

Item No. 10). Your comment will be placed into the record at the Board meeting.

3.2 For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/99769079850

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Enter this Meeting ID number: 997 6907 9850 when prompted. Please note there is no Participant 

Code, you will just press # again after the recording prompts you.

You will be placed in the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public comment if 

joined by computer audio please Raise your Hand; and by phone please push *9 on your keypad.

Aviso Importante Sobre COVID-19

Para minimizar la propagación del virus COVID 19, haga lo siguiente:

1. Mientras las cámaras de la Junta permanezcan abiertas, se le recomienda firmemente que observe 

la transmisión de la reunión de la Junta Directiva en vivo por 

http://monterey.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=19  o http://www.mgtvonline.com/

Si asiste a la reunión de la Junta de la Directiva en persona, se le pedirá que mantenga un 

distanciamiento social apropiado, es decir, mantenga una distancia de 6 pies entre usted y otras 

personas.

Basado en la guía del Departamento de Salud del Estado de California (California Department of 

Public Health) y de la Oficina del Governador, para minimizar la propagación del virus COVID 19, por 

favor haga lo siguiente:

2. 1. Si prefiere no asistir a la reunión de la Junta Directiva pero desea hacer un comentario sobre 

Page 7Monterey County
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algún tema específico de la agenda, por favor envie su comentario por correo electrónico antes de las 

5:00 p.m. el Viernes antes de la reunion.. Envie su comentario al Secretario de la junta al correo 

electronico WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us

mailto:WRApubliccomment@co.monterey.ca.us  Para ayudar al Secretario a idenficar el artículo de la 

agenda relacionado con su comentario, por favor indique en la linea de asunto del correo electronico el 

cuerpo de la reunion (es decir, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el número de artículo (es decir, el 

Artículo No. 10). Su comentario se colocará en el registro de la reunion de esta Junta.

3.2. Para participar for ZOOM, por favor únase for audio de computadora por:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/997 6907 9850

O para participar for teléfono, llame a culquiera de los números a continuación:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Cuando se le solicite, ingrese este número de reunión: 997 6907 9850. Por favor tenga en cuenta que 

no hay código de participante, simplemente presione # nuevamente después de que la grabación se lo 

indique.

Se le colocará en la reunion como asistente; cuando deseé hacer un comentario público si esta unido 

por la computadora utilize la opción de levantar la mano en el chat de la pantalla; o por teléfono 

presione *9 en su teclado.

Page 8Monterey County
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-020 February 22, 2022

Item No.3 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Find, pursuant to AB 361 and in order for the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors and its standing subcommittees (Personnel & Administration, Finance, and Planning) to 

continue to meet remotely, that the COVID-19 pandemic state of emergency declared by Governor 

Newsom is still in effect; the Board and subcommittees have reconsidered the circumstances of the 

state of emergency; and the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend social 

distancing measures for meetings of the legislative bodies.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors and its 

standing subcommittees (Personnel & Administration, Finance, and Planning) in order to continue to 

meet remotely, find the following: that the COVID-19 pandemic state of emergency declared by 

Governor Newsom is still in effect; the Board and subcommittees have reconsidered the circumstances 

of the state of emergency; and the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend social 

distancing measures for meetings of the legislative bodies.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed AB 361. This legislation amends the Brown Act 

to allow meeting bodies subject to the Brown Act to meet via teleconference during a proclaimed state 

of emergency in accordance with teleconference procedures established by AB 361 rather than under 

the Brown Act’s more narrow standard rules for participation in a meeting by teleconference. AB 361 

provides that if a state or local health official recommends social distancing, a legislative body may 

meet remotely after September 30, 2021, provided that within 30 days of the first meeting after 

September 30, and every 30 days thereafter, the legislative body finds: 1) the Governor’s proclaimed 

state of emergency is still in effect; 2) the legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the 

state of emergency; and 3) either the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend social 

distancing measures for meetings of legislative bodies or the state of emergency continues to directly 

impact the ability of the members to meet in person. 

The Monterey County Health Officer has recommended social distancing measures for meetings of 

legislative bodies, so the Board of Directors and its subcommittees, including Personnel & 

Administration, Finance, and Planning (“Subcommittees”), were able to meet remotely in October 

without making findings.  However, in order to continue to meet remotely going forward, the Board of 

Directors and Subcommittees must make the findings outlined above. 

Accordingly, staff recommends making the appropriate findings.  This action will be required every 30 

days in order to keep meeting remotely; a special meeting may be necessary for that purpose.
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The Basin Management Advisory Committee and Reservoir Operations Advisory Committee are not 

included here because they have members who do not sit on the Board of Directors.  These findings 

will have to be considered separately at the meetings of those legislative bodies.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The General Manager concurs in the recommendation.

FINANCING:

The only financial impact is the continuing cost of teleconferencing.

Prepared by:    Jessell Fenley, Administrative Services Assistant, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:  Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-020 February 22, 2022

Item No. 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Find, pursuant to AB 361 and in order for the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of 

Directors and its standing subcommittees (Personnel & Administration, Finance, and Planning) to 

continue to meet remotely, that the COVID-19 pandemic state of emergency declared by Governor 

Newsom is still in effect; the Board and subcommittees have reconsidered the circumstances of the 

state of emergency; and the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend social 

distancing measures for meetings of the legislative bodies.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors and its 

standing subcommittees (Personnel & Administration, Finance, and Planning) in order to continue to 

meet remotely, find the following: that the COVID-19 pandemic state of emergency declared by 

Governor Newsom is still in effect; the Board and subcommittees have reconsidered the circumstances 

of the state of emergency; and the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend social 

distancing measures for meetings of the legislative bodies.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed AB 361. This legislation amends the Brown Act 

to allow meeting bodies subject to the Brown Act to meet via teleconference during a proclaimed state 

of emergency in accordance with teleconference procedures established by AB 361 rather than under 

the Brown Act’s more narrow standard rules for participation in a meeting by teleconference. AB 361 

provides that if a state or local health official recommends social distancing, a legislative body may 

meet remotely after September 30, 2021, provided that within 30 days of the first meeting after 

September 30, and every 30 days thereafter, the legislative body finds: 1) the Governor’s proclaimed 

state of emergency is still in effect; 2) the legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the 

state of emergency; and 3) either the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend social 

distancing measures for meetings of legislative bodies or the state of emergency continues to directly 

impact the ability of the members to meet in person. 

The Monterey County Health Officer has recommended social distancing measures for meetings of 

legislative bodies, so the Board of Directors and its subcommittees, including Personnel & 

Administration, Finance, and Planning (“Subcommittees”), were able to meet remotely in October 

without making findings.  However, in order to continue to meet remotely going forward, the Board of 

Directors and Subcommittees must make the findings outlined above. 

Accordingly, staff recommends making the appropriate findings.  This action will be required every 30 

days in order to keep meeting remotely; a special meeting may be necessary for that purpose.
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The Basin Management Advisory Committee and Reservoir Operations Advisory Committee are not 

included here because they have members who do not sit on the Board of Directors.  These findings 

will have to be considered separately at the meetings of those legislative bodies.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The General Manager concurs in the recommendation.

FINANCING:

The only financial impact is the continuing cost of teleconferencing.

Prepared by:    Jessell Fenley, Administrative Services Assistant, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:  Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860
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Before the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No.___ 

 
CONSIDER FINDING, PURSUANT TO AB 361 AND IN ORDER   ) 

FOR THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY   ) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ITS STANDING SUBCOMMITTEES  ) 

(PERSONNEL & ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE, AND PLANNING)   ) 

TO CONTINUE TO MEET REMOTELY, THAT THE COVID-19   ) 

PANDEMIC STATE OF EMERGENCY DECLARED BY GOVERNOR   )  

NEWSOM IS STILL IN EFFECT; THE BOARD AND SUBCOMMITTEES  ) 

HAVE RECONSIDERED THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE STATE OF  ) 

 EMERGENCY; AND THE MONTEREY COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER  ) 

CONTINUES TO RECOMMEND SOCIAL DISTANCING MEASURES   ) 

FOR MEETINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODIES    ) 

 

      

Upon motion of Director ____, seconded by Director ____, and carried by those members 

present, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors hereby: 

 

Finds, pursuant to AB 361 and in order for the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency Board of Directors and its standing subcommittees (Personnel & 

Administration, Finance, and Planning) to continue to meet remotely, that the COVID-

19 pandemic state of emergency declared by Governor Newsom is still in effect; the 

Board and subcommittees have reconsidered the circumstances of the state of 

emergency; and the Monterey County Health Officer continues to recommend social 

distancing measures for meetings of the legislative bodies. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 22nd day of February 2022, by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

 

AYES:  

 

 

NOES:  

 

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

 

 

              

BY:  John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 
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 Board of Directors        General Manager  
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-024 February 22, 2022

Item No.4 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Receive the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) FY 2021-2022 Second Quarter 

Financial Status Report through December 31, 2021.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors:

Receive the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) FY 2021-2022 Second Quarter 

Financial Status Report through December 31, 2021.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency’s FY 2021-2022 (FY22) approved budget totals 

$38.47 million expenditures and $32.40 million in revenue.  On November 22, 2021, Monterey 

County Water Resources Agency’s Board of Supervisor approved to amend the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency’s Pajaro River Fund 112-9300-WRA002-8484 FY 2021-22 adopted 

budget to increase appropriations and revenues in the amount of $658,500, to budget totals $39.12 

million expenditures and $33.06 million revenue.  

As of the second quarter of FY22 ending December 31, 2021, the total revenue received is 

$11,483,146, 45.8% of FY22 Budgeted Revenue.  It includes Special Assessments of $9,914,534,  

Ad Valorem Taxes of $1,641,953, water delivery and service fees of $1,005,141, grant payments of 

$373,604, hydro-electric revenue of $317,41, grazing lease and rent revenue of $313,809 and other 

permits and fee revenue of $64,404. The Agency received $1,509,201 fund transfer from General 

Fund as a local match of Prop 1 Well Destruction grant.   

Comparing to the total revenue of $200,108 in Quarter 1 of FY22, it is an increase of 14,939,949.  

Revenues received in Quarter 2 includes Ad Valorem of $1,636,766 and Special Assessments of 

9,850,319.  The total revenue received in FY22 was increased by $368,887, compared to the total 

revenue received during the same period in FY21.  

On the expenditure side, actual expenditure thru December 31, 2021 is $15.05 million, which includes 

$3.48 million encumbrance and $11.57 million cash expenditures.  It is 38.5% of the adopted 

appropriations. The amount is an increase of $937,348, comparing to those of FY21.  Thru the 2nd 

Quarter FY22, salaries and benefit, Monterey One Water Contract payment and SVWP bond 

payment was 25.65%, 29.76% and 11.07% of Agency’s total expenses, respectively.  

Agency’s overall financial performance thru December 31, 2021 was as follows:
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                                                                    Approved Budget     Year-to-Date

FY22 Est. Beg. Fund Balance          $ 21,352,725                $21,352,725

FY22 Revenues                                   33,056,693                  15,140,057

FY22 Expenditures                            (39,123,515)                (15,053,579)

FY22 Est. End. Fund Balance        $15,285,903                 $21,439,203 

FINANCING:

There is no financial impact for receiving this report. 

Prepared by:               Nan Kyung Kim, Finance Manager III, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:              Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Attachments:

1. FY 2021-22 2nd Quarter Financial Summary 
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-024 February 22, 2022

Item No. 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Receive the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) FY 2021-2022 Second Quarter 

Financial Status Report through December 31, 2021.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors:

Receive the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) FY 2021-2022 Second Quarter 

Financial Status Report through December 31, 2021.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency’s FY 2021-2022 (FY22) approved budget totals 

$38.47 million expenditures and $32.40 million in revenue.  On November 22, 2021, Monterey 

County Water Resources Agency’s Board of Supervisor approved to amend the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency’s Pajaro River Fund 112-9300-WRA002-8484 FY 2021-22 adopted 

budget to increase appropriations and revenues in the amount of $658,500, to budget totals $39.12 

million expenditures and $33.06 million revenue.  

As of the second quarter of FY22 ending December 31, 2021, the total revenue received is 

$11,483,146, 45.8% of FY22 Budgeted Revenue.  It includes Special Assessments of $9,914,534,  

Ad Valorem Taxes of $1,641,953, water delivery and service fees of $1,005,141, grant payments of 

$373,604, hydro-electric revenue of $317,41, grazing lease and rent revenue of $313,809 and other 

permits and fee revenue of $64,404. The Agency received $1,509,201 fund transfer from General 

Fund as a local match of Prop 1 Well Destruction grant.   

Comparing to the total revenue of $200,108 in Quarter 1 of FY22, it is an increase of 14,939,949.  

Revenues received in Quarter 2 includes Ad Valorem of $1,636,766 and Special Assessments of 

9,850,319.  The total revenue received in FY22 was increased by $368,887, compared to the total 

revenue received during the same period in FY21.  

On the expenditure side, actual expenditure thru December 31, 2021 is $15.05 million, which includes 

$3.48 million encumbrance and $11.57 million cash expenditures.  It is 38.5% of the adopted 

appropriations. The amount is an increase of $937,348, comparing to those of FY21.  Thru the 2nd 

Quarter FY22, salaries and benefit, Monterey One Water Contract payment and SVWP bond 

payment was 25.65%, 29.76% and 11.07% of Agency’s total expenses, respectively.  

Agency’s overall financial performance thru December 31, 2021 was as follows:
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                                                                    Approved Budget     Year-to-Date

FY22 Est. Beg. Fund Balance          $ 21,352,725                $21,352,725

FY22 Revenues                                   33,056,693                  15,140,057

FY22 Expenditures                            (39,123,515)                (15,053,579)

FY22 Est. End. Fund Balance        $15,285,903                 $21,439,203 

FINANCING:

There is no financial impact for receiving this report. 

Prepared by:               Nan Kyung Kim, Finance Manager III, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:              Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Attachments:

1. FY 2021-22 2nd Quarter Financial Summary 
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Estimated Adopted Adopted Estimated YTD Percent YTD Percent Estimated
Fund Unit Fund Name Beginning Budget Budget Ending Actual Budget Actual Budget Ending Fund

Fund Balance Expenditures Revenue Fund Balance Expenditures Expended Revenue Received Fund Balance

111 8267 WRA Administration Fund 2,559,605 4,892,156 3,521,094 1,188,543 1,977,697 40.4% 2,479,586 70.4% 3,061,494 111

112 8484 Pajaro Levee 640,323 1,498,321 1,185,903 327,905 440,728 29.4% 322,667 27.2% 522,262 112

116 8485 Dam Operations 2,125,081 7,564,233 6,707,138 1,267,986 3,068,961 40.6% 2,936,520 43.8% 1,992,641 116

121 8486 Soledad Storm Drain 218,099 117,377 93,996 194,718 42,737 36.4% 45,618 48.5% 220,980 121

122 8487 Reclamation Ditch 1,786,806 2,308,417 1,568,928 1,047,317 1,322,084 57.3% 805,160 51.3% 1,269,881 122

124 8488 San Lorenzo Creek 58,120 78,565 45,342 24,897 36,435 46.4% 25,764 56.8% 47,448 124

127 8489 Moro Cojo Slough 534,991 286,878 96,327 344,440 44,219 15.4% 51,856 53.8% 542,628 127

130 8490 Hydro-Electric Operations 1,886,007 1,033,859 310,000 1,162,148 346,144 33.5% 319,677 103.1% 1,859,540 130

131 8491 CSIP Operations 2,764,585 7,675,205 6,168,720 1,258,100 1,766,781 23.0% 4,175,632 67.7% 5,173,436 131

132 8492 SVRP Operations 1,816,751 4,472,700 4,314,537 1,658,588 1,636,350 36.6% 2,826,486 65.5% 3,006,887 132

134 8493 SRDF Operations 4,146,338 4,157,485 4,021,667 4,010,520 2,009,260 48.3% 919,443 22.9% 3,056,520 134

303 8267 CSIP Debt Service Fund 770,672 1,767,403 1,767,403 770,672 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 770,672 303

313 8494 Debt Services 1,034,988 1,755,638 1,755,638 1,034,988 1,280,719 72.9% 1 0.0% (245,729) 313

426 8495 Interlake Tunnel Project 1,010,359 1,515,278 1,500,000 995,081 1,081,465 71.4% 231,646 15.4% 160,540 426

21,352,725 39,123,515 33,056,693 15,285,903 15,053,579 38.5% 15,140,057 45.8% 21,439,203

* $105K had been transferred from Fund 116 fund balance to 116 CAMP for capital project *  

TOTAL:

YEAR-TO-DATE

50.00%
December 31, 2021

MONTEREY COUNTY
WATER RESOURCES AGENCY

FY 2021-2022 FINANCIAL STATUS REPORT

ADOPTED BUDGET

% Monthly Time Elapsed:

Updated: 01.18.2022

For Month Ending:
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No.   

 
RECEIVE THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER  ) 

RESOURCES AGENCY FY 2021-2022 SECOND  ) 

QUARTER FINANCIAL STATUS REPORT   ) 

THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021   ) 

  

 

Upon motion of Director _____________, seconded by Director ____________, and carried 

by those members present, the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

Receives the Monterey County Water Resources Agency FY 2021-2022 Second 

Quarter Financial Status Report through December 31, 2021. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 22nd day of February 2022, by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

 

AYES: 

 

 

NOES:  

 

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

 

 

             __ 

BY:   John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors           General Manager  
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-025 February 22, 2022

Item No.5 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors adopt a 

resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation to fund the Salinas River Lagoon Community Engagement and Planning Project.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors:

Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors adopt a 

resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation to fund the Salinas River Lagoon Community Engagement and Planning Project.

SUMMARY:

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (Agency) applied for and was awarded a $100,000 

grant to fund the proposed Salinas River Lagoon Community Engagement and Planning Project 

(Project). Federal and corporate grant funds from the National Coastal Resilience Fund will be 

distributed through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) to fund the proposed Project. 

DISCUSSION:

The proposed grant funded Project will build upon the 1997 Salinas River Lagoon Management and 

Enhancement Plan and the 2019 Salinas River Long-term Management Plan to develop a portfolio of 

projects and management strategies to enhance resilience and reduce flood risk at the Salinas River 

Lagoon. The Project will include a process to engage stakeholders, conservation organizations, and 

regulators to help identify and prioritize a list of projects or management strategies for future 

implementation. The process will prioritize nature based or hybrid projects that also benefit fish, 

wildlife, and water quality in the lower Salinas watershed.

The projects and strategies identified during this process will also be used to support the development 

of a Long-term Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management Plan and Central Coast Regional Water 

Quality Control Board permit for sandbar management activities. Applicable projects may also be 

evaluated as mitigation measures under proposed Salinas River Habitat Conservation Plan.

The Project will support Strategic Plan Goal D by identifying projects or strategies to improve the core 

functions of flood prevention and Salinas River Lagoon sandbar management; Goal A by evaluating 

existing flow regulating infrastructure related to the Salinas River Lagoon and Old Salinas River; Goal 

B by identifying projects that could support the mitigation requirements of the Salinas River Habitat 

Conservation Plan; and Goal C by leveraging grant funding to support these actions.
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, National 

Marine Fisheries Service, Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, and California State 

Parks will be invited to participate in the outreach process.

At the February 4, 2022 meeting, the Finance Committee offered support of an Agency Board of 

Directors recommendation that the Agency Board of Supervisors adopt a resolution authorizing the 

General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the NFWF to fund the Salinas River Lagoon 

Community Engagement and Planning Project. 

FINANCING:

The Agency will receive $100,000 in NFWF grant funding with approximately $100,000 of in-kind 

match. In-kind funding will be provided through equal combinations of Agency staff time and 

consultant spending. Approximately $50,000 of Agency funding will be identified between the FY23 

and FY24 budgets to pay for consultant work to support the Project.

Prepared by:               Jason Demers, Associate Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:             Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860                       
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Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-025 February 22, 2022

Item No. 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors adopt a 

resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation to fund the Salinas River Lagoon Community Engagement and Planning Project.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors:

Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors adopt a 

resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation to fund the Salinas River Lagoon Community Engagement and Planning Project.

SUMMARY:

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (Agency) applied for and was awarded a $100,000 

grant to fund the proposed Salinas River Lagoon Community Engagement and Planning Project 

(Project). Federal and corporate grant funds from the National Coastal Resilience Fund will be 

distributed through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) to fund the proposed Project. 

DISCUSSION:

The proposed grant funded Project will build upon the 1997 Salinas River Lagoon Management and 

Enhancement Plan and the 2019 Salinas River Long-term Management Plan to develop a portfolio of 

projects and management strategies to enhance resilience and reduce flood risk at the Salinas River 

Lagoon. The Project will include a process to engage stakeholders, conservation organizations, and 

regulators to help identify and prioritize a list of projects or management strategies for future 

implementation. The process will prioritize nature based or hybrid projects that also benefit fish, 

wildlife, and water quality in the lower Salinas watershed.

The projects and strategies identified during this process will also be used to support the development 

of a Long-term Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management Plan and Central Coast Regional Water 

Quality Control Board permit for sandbar management activities. Applicable projects may also be 

evaluated as mitigation measures under proposed Salinas River Habitat Conservation Plan.

The Project will support Strategic Plan Goal D by identifying projects or strategies to improve the core 

functions of flood prevention and Salinas River Lagoon sandbar management; Goal A by evaluating 

existing flow regulating infrastructure related to the Salinas River Lagoon and Old Salinas River; Goal 

B by identifying projects that could support the mitigation requirements of the Salinas River Habitat 

Conservation Plan; and Goal C by leveraging grant funding to support these actions.
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, National 

Marine Fisheries Service, Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, and California State 

Parks will be invited to participate in the outreach process.

At the February 4, 2022 meeting, the Finance Committee offered support of an Agency Board of 

Directors recommendation that the Agency Board of Supervisors adopt a resolution authorizing the 

General Manager to enter into a grant agreement with the NFWF to fund the Salinas River Lagoon 

Community Engagement and Planning Project. 

FINANCING:

The Agency will receive $100,000 in NFWF grant funding with approximately $100,000 of in-kind 

match. In-kind funding will be provided through equal combinations of Agency staff time and 

consultant spending. Approximately $50,000 of Agency funding will be identified between the FY23 

and FY24 budgets to pay for consultant work to support the Project.

Prepared by:               Jason Demers, Associate Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:             Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860                       
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No.  

 
RECOMMEND THAT THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES   ) 

AGENCY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT A RESOLUTION   ) 

AUTHORIZING THE GENERAL MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A GRANT   ) 

AGREEMENT WITH THE NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE FOUNDATION TO  ) 

FUND THE SALINAS RIVER LAGOON COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND   ) 

PLANNING PROJECT        ) 

 

   

 

Upon motion of Director Simis, seconded by Director Gonzalez, and carried by those members 

present, the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

Recommends that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of 

Supervisors adopt a resolution authorizing the General Manager to enter into a grant 

agreement with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to fund the Salinas River 

Lagoon Community Engagement and Planning Project. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 22nd day of February 2022 by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

 

AYES:  

  

NOES:   

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

 

 

             __ 

BY:  John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors           General Manager  
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Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-027 February 22, 2022

Item No.6 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider receiving an update from Matt Turrentine, a Director on the Board of Shandon-San Juan 

Water District/Shandon-San Juan Groundwater Sustainability Agency, regarding water right 

applications filed with the California State Water Resources Control Board to appropriate water from 

the Nacimiento and Salinas Rivers; and provide direction to staff as appropriate.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors:

Receive an update from Matt Turrentine, a Director on the Board of Shandon-San Juan Water 

District/Shandon-San Juan Groundwater Sustainability Agency (Shandon) regarding water right 

applications filed with the California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to appropriate 

water from the Nacimiento and Salinas Rivers; and provide direction to staff as appropriate.  

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

 Under California law, the SWRCB regulates all post-1914 appropriative water rights.  This process 

includes the issuance of new water rights, and the licensing and monitoring of water put to beneficial 

use.  

In February 2021, two water right applications were filed with the State Water Resources Control 

Board for appropriation of water at Santa Margarita Lake/Salinas Dam on the Salinas River and at the 

Nacimiento Reservoir.  Both applications were filed by the Shandon-San Juan Water District and 

propose to appropriate 14,000 acre-feet of water through both direct diversion and storage in the 

existing reservoirs.  The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) owns and operates 

the Nacimiento Reservoir, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers owns the Salinas Dam and 

it is operated by the County of San Luis Obispo.  

In May of 2021, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey, the Board of Supervisors of 

MCWRA and the MCWRA Board of Directors submitted a letter to the State Water Resources 

Control Board opposing the two applications (see attachment 1). San Luis Obispo County also 

submitted a similar letter. 

In early January 2022, Mr. Turrentine reached out to General Manager Brent Buche with a request for 

him to provide an update on Shandon’s applications and this BOD meeting is the first opportunity that 

could be scheduled.  
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

None

FINANCING:

None identified at this time.

Prepared by:             Elizabeth Krafft, Deputy General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:            Brent Buche, General Manager (831) 755-4860

Attachment: 

 1. Letters of Opposition 
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Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-027 February 22, 2022

Item No. 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider receiving an update from Matt Turrentine, a Director on the Board of Shandon-San Juan 

Water District/Shandon-San Juan Groundwater Sustainability Agency, regarding water right 

applications filed with the California State Water Resources Control Board to appropriate water from 

the Nacimiento and Salinas Rivers; and provide direction to staff as appropriate.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors:

Receive an update from Matt Turrentine, a Director on the Board of Shandon-San Juan Water 

District/Shandon-San Juan Groundwater Sustainability Agency (Shandon) regarding water right 

applications filed with the California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to appropriate 

water from the Nacimiento and Salinas Rivers; and provide direction to staff as appropriate.  

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

 Under California law, the SWRCB regulates all post-1914 appropriative water rights.  This process 

includes the issuance of new water rights, and the licensing and monitoring of water put to beneficial 

use.  

In February 2021, two water right applications were filed with the State Water Resources Control 

Board for appropriation of water at Santa Margarita Lake/Salinas Dam on the Salinas River and at the 

Nacimiento Reservoir.  Both applications were filed by the Shandon-San Juan Water District and 

propose to appropriate 14,000 acre-feet of water through both direct diversion and storage in the 

existing reservoirs.  The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) owns and operates 

the Nacimiento Reservoir, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers owns the Salinas Dam and 

it is operated by the County of San Luis Obispo.  

In May of 2021, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey, the Board of Supervisors of 

MCWRA and the MCWRA Board of Directors submitted a letter to the State Water Resources 

Control Board opposing the two applications (see attachment 1). San Luis Obispo County also 

submitted a similar letter. 

In early January 2022, Mr. Turrentine reached out to General Manager Brent Buche with a request for 

him to provide an update on Shandon’s applications and this BOD meeting is the first opportunity that 

could be scheduled.  
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

None

FINANCING:

None identified at this time.

Prepared by:             Elizabeth Krafft, Deputy General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:            Brent Buche, General Manager (831) 755-4860

Attachment: 

 1. Letters of Opposition 
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MONTEREY COUNTY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

LUIS A. ALEJO, District 1 

JOHN M. PHILLIPS, District 2 
CHRIS M. LOPEZ, District 3 
WENDY ROOT ASKEW, Chair, District 4 

MARY ADAMS, Vice Chair, District 5 

May 25, 2021 

State Water Resources Control Board 

Division of Water Rights 

Attention: Mr. Erik Ekdahl, Deputy Director 

P.O. Box 2000 

Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 

Re: Opposition to Shandon-San Juan Water District's Applications to Appropriate-Water A033189 and A033190 

Dear Mr. Ekdahl, 

On behalf of the County of Monterey and the Monterey County Water Resources Agency ("MCWRA"), I am 

submitting this letter of opposition to the two applications to appropriate water submitted to your agency by 

Shandon-San Juan Water District ("Shandon"). Monterey County and MCWRA have serious concerns with the two 

applications, do not believe Shandon will be able to adequately address the applications' deficiencies, and 

respectively request that these applications be rejected. Importantly, MCWRA owns and operates Nacimiento 

Reservoir and does not consent to Shandon's proposed use of Nacimiento Reservoir. Also, MCWRA fully utilizes 

its water rights (License 7543 and Permit 21089} for Nacimiento Reservoir and intends to continue this use. 

Lastly, portions of the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin are in critical overdraft and increased diversions on the 

Nacimiento and Salinas Rivers impact senior water right holders and riparian users. 

Cc: Erica Rhyne-Christensen, SWRCB 

Shelby Witherby, SWRCB 

Sincerely, 

Chair Wendy Root Askew 

Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey 

Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency 

Clerk of the Board• 168 W. Alisal St., Salinas, CA 93901 • (831) 755-5066 • cob@co.monterey.ca.us 
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The Water Resources Agency manages, protects, stores and conserves water resources in Monterey County for beneficial and 

environmental use, while minimizing damage from flooding to create a safe and sustainable water supply for present and future generations 

 

MONTEREY COUNTY 

  

  

WATER RESOURCES AGENCY 
  

  
PO BOX 930   
SALINAS, CA 93902   
P: (831) 755-4860 -   
F: (831) 424-7935   
BRENT BUCHE   
GENERAL MANAGER   

  
  
  STREET ADDRESS  

1441 SCHILLING PLACE, NORTH BUILDING   
SALINAS, CA 93901   

  
May 19, 2021 

 

State Water Resources Control Board 

Division of Water Rights 

Attention: Mr. Erik Ekdahl, Deputy Director 

P.O. Box 2000 

Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 

Email: Erik.Ekdahl@waterboards.ca.gov 

 

Re:  Opposition to Shandon-San Juan Water District’s Applications to Appropriate Water (A033189 and 

A033190) 

 

Dear Mr. Ekdahl, 

 

I am submitting this letter in response to Shandon-San Juan Water District’s (“Shandon”) applications to 

appropriate water from the Nacimiento River Stream System (A033190), and from the Salinas River Stream 

System (A033189).  The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (“MCWRA”) has serious concerns with 

the two applications, does not believe Shandon will be able to adequately address the applications’ 

deficiencies and respectively request that these applications be rejected.   

 

First, in response to Ms. Rhyne-Christensen’s letter to Shandon from March 5, 2021, MCWRA has not given 

Shandon right of access to Nacimiento Reservoir and does not consent to its proposed use of Nacimiento.  In 

fact, Shandon has not even approached MCWRA on this issue.  Second, MCWRA fully utilizes its water 

rights (License 7543 and Permit 21089) for Nacimiento and intends to continue this use.  Third, portions of 

the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin are in critical overdraft and increased diversions on the Nacimiento 

and Salinas Rivers impact senior water right holders and riparian users.   

 

MCWRA requests that any additional information that is submitted to or prepared by the State Board, related 

to these applications, be forwarded to MCWRA for our review.  If you would like to discuss this matter 

further, please contact me at 831-901-6703 or bucheb@co.monterey.ca.us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

           E-signed 5/18/2021 

 

        Brent Buche 

cc:  Erica Rhyne-Christensen, SWRCB 

Shelby Witherby, SWRCB 
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No.   

 
RECEIVE AN UPDATE FROM MATT TURRENTINE,  )  

A DIRECTOR ON THE BOARD OF SHANDON-SAN JUAN   ) 

WATER DISTRICT/SHANDON-SAN JUAN GROUNDWATER  ) 

SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY (SHANDON) REGARDING  ) 

 WATER RIGHT APPLICATIONS FILED WITH THE   ) 

CALIFORNIA STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL   ) 

BOARD (SWRCB) TO APPROPRIATE WATER FROM THE   ) 

NACIMIENTO AND SALINAS RIVERS; AND PROVIDE   ) 

DIRECTION TO STAFF AS APPROPRIATE    ) 

 

Upon motion of Director _____________, seconded by Director ____________, and carried 

by those members present, the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

Receives an update from Matt Turrentine, a Director on the Board of Shandon-San 

Juan Water District/Shandon-San Juan Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

(Shandon) regarding water right applications filed with the California State Water 

Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to appropriate water from the Nacimiento and 

Salinas Rivers; and provides direction to staff as appropriate 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 22nd day of February 2022, by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

 

AYES: 

 

 

NOES:  

 

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

 

             __ 

BY:   John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors           General Manager  
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Chambers
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Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-031 February 22, 2022

Item No.7 

Agenda Ready2/14/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a. Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to begin negotiations 

related to use of New Source Waters for the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project pursuant to 

Section 16.16 of the Amended and Restated Water Recycling Agreement with Monterey One Water; 

and 

b. Authorize the General Manager to negotiate a new agreement with the City of Salinas and 

Monterey One Water for use of Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 in response to current drought 

conditions.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors 

recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a. Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to begin negotiations 

related to use of New Source Waters for the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project pursuant to 

Section 16.16 of the Amended and Restated Water Recycling Agreement with Monterey One Water; 

and 

b. Authorize the General Manager to negotiate a new agreement with the City of Salinas and 

Monterey One Water for use of Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 in response to current drought 

conditions.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) is part of a conjunctive use system that delivers a 

combination of recycled water, Salinas River water, and groundwater to farmers to reduce 

groundwater extraction within seawater intruded areas of the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin.  When 

Salinas River water is not available to divert, an increase of groundwater pumping is observed in the 

project area.  Per the United States Drought Monitor, Monterey County is experiencing severe to 

moderate drought conditions.  This is demonstrated by third consecutive year of limited winter inflow 

to the Monterey County Water Resources Agency’s (MCWRA) reservoirs, Nacimiento and San 

Antonio (Reservoirs), with current storage capacities of 29% and 11%, respectively.  At times, 

releases are made from both Reservoirs to support groundwater recharge and diversions to the CSIP 

system.  Due to the relatively low combined Reservoir storage levels, it is unlikely there will be much, if 

any opportunity to make these kind of Reservoir releases in the upcoming season.  This will be 

determined over the next few months through a Drought Procedures approach.  A Drought 

Operations Technical Advisory Committee (D-TAC) has been established to develop the reservoir 

release schedule for April through December 2022.  They will also develop goals for operations during 
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January through March 2023, if this dry weather pattern persists.

Monterey One Water (M1W) operates the CSIP system through terms in the Amended and Restated 

Water Recycling Agreement (ARWRA) and amendments (Attachment 1).  There are specific 

conditions described in Section 16.15 of the ARWRA that must be met prior to the use of New 

Source Waters defined in the ARWRA.  If all of those conditions cannot be met, then Section 16.16 

describes an alternative approach for the use of the New Source Waters.  In such an instance, 

MCWRA would retain the right to utilize the Agricultural Wash Water, also referred to as Industrial 

Wastewater, from the City of Salinas.  M1W will be allowed to use MCWRA’s water rights for 

Blanco Drain, Reclamation Ditch and Tembladero Slough.  Unfortunately, the Tembladero Slough 

water right was not permitted and is not available for use.   A separate agreement would be necessary 

to incorporate these provisions. 

Through extensive efforts from MCWRA, M1W and other agencies, Conditions 1 and 2 in Section 

16.15 have been met.  A letter received from the California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

(Attachment 2) dated June 30, 2021, states that the Regional Board cannot make the required finding 

to meet the terms in Condition 3 of Section 16.15.  As a result, a new agreement to comply with 

Section 16.16 of the ARWRA and for long-term use of Industrial Wastewater is necessary.  

Amending the ARWRA to address the new source waters and any other components, may also be 

necessary. 

MCWRA, M1W and the City of Salinas successfully negotiated a short-term 60-day agreement for 

use of the Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 Improvements during the summer and fall of 2021.  

Due to the timing of final approval of the short-term agreement, the Industrial Wastewater was not 

utilized as source water in the CSIP because total irrigation demands were less than total wastewater 

flows already available to CSIP.  The irrigation season in 2022 is projected to exceed available 

wastewater supply and it is unlikely that river diversions will be available during the season. There are 

water quality issues that arise from diverting Industrial Wastewater directly, which impacts the 

treatment processes and results in increased costs to the recycled water customers.  This has identified 

the need for utilizing the Industrial Wastewater that is stored in Pond 3 at the City of Salinas Industrial 

Wastewater Facility.  It would provide a steadier amount of water with higher water quality.  The use 

of Pond 3 water requires an agreement between MCWRA, the City of Salinas, and M1W.  

Therefore, it is recommended that a new agreement for Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 

Improvements be negotiated prior to the commencement of the peak irrigation season.  The final 

agreement would come back before the MCWRA Board of Directors and Board of Supervisors 

concurrently with M1W and City of Salinas’ approval processes.

This action is related to MCWRA’s Strategic Plan Goal B - Planning and New Projects; Strategy 1: 

Expand and optimize the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) system and Strategy 5: 

Develop plans to enhance our critical water resources facilities and increase sustainability.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

City of Salinas and Monterey One Water

FINANCING:
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Staff time, contractor time and other costs associated with delivering recycled water, are included in 

the approved FY 22 budget

Prepared by:       Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:     Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860       

Attachments: 

 1. Amended and Restated Water Recycling Agreement, and Amendments 

 2. RWQCB letter to MCWRA regarding Condition Precedent 3
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Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-031 February 22, 2022

Item No. 

Agenda Ready2/14/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider recommending that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a. Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to begin negotiations 

related to use of New Source Waters for the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project pursuant to 

Section 16.16 of the Amended and Restated Water Recycling Agreement with Monterey One Water; 

and 

b. Authorize the General Manager to negotiate a new agreement with the City of Salinas and 

Monterey One Water for use of Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 in response to current drought 

conditions.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors 

recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

a. Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to begin negotiations 

related to use of New Source Waters for the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project pursuant to 

Section 16.16 of the Amended and Restated Water Recycling Agreement with Monterey One Water; 

and 

b. Authorize the General Manager to negotiate a new agreement with the City of Salinas and 

Monterey One Water for use of Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 in response to current drought 

conditions.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) is part of a conjunctive use system that delivers a 

combination of recycled water, Salinas River water, and groundwater to farmers to reduce 

groundwater extraction within seawater intruded areas of the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin.  When 

Salinas River water is not available to divert, an increase of groundwater pumping is observed in the 

project area.  Per the United States Drought Monitor, Monterey County is experiencing severe to 

moderate drought conditions.  This is demonstrated by third consecutive year of limited winter inflow 

to the Monterey County Water Resources Agency’s (MCWRA) reservoirs, Nacimiento and San 

Antonio (Reservoirs), with current storage capacities of 29% and 11%, respectively.  At times, 

releases are made from both Reservoirs to support groundwater recharge and diversions to the CSIP 

system.  Due to the relatively low combined Reservoir storage levels, it is unlikely there will be much, if 

any opportunity to make these kind of Reservoir releases in the upcoming season.  This will be 

determined over the next few months through a Drought Procedures approach.  A Drought 

Operations Technical Advisory Committee (D-TAC) has been established to develop the reservoir 

release schedule for April through December 2022.  They will also develop goals for operations during 
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January through March 2023, if this dry weather pattern persists.

Monterey One Water (M1W) operates the CSIP system through terms in the Amended and Restated 

Water Recycling Agreement (ARWRA) and amendments (Attachment 1).  There are specific 

conditions described in Section 16.15 of the ARWRA that must be met prior to the use of New 

Source Waters defined in the ARWRA.  If all of those conditions cannot be met, then Section 16.16 

describes an alternative approach for the use of the New Source Waters.  In such an instance, 

MCWRA would retain the right to utilize the Agricultural Wash Water, also referred to as Industrial 

Wastewater, from the City of Salinas.  M1W will be allowed to use MCWRA’s water rights for 

Blanco Drain, Reclamation Ditch and Tembladero Slough.  Unfortunately, the Tembladero Slough 

water right was not permitted and is not available for use.   A separate agreement would be necessary 

to incorporate these provisions. 

Through extensive efforts from MCWRA, M1W and other agencies, Conditions 1 and 2 in Section 

16.15 have been met.  A letter received from the California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

(Attachment 2) dated June 30, 2021, states that the Regional Board cannot make the required finding 

to meet the terms in Condition 3 of Section 16.15.  As a result, a new agreement to comply with 

Section 16.16 of the ARWRA and for long-term use of Industrial Wastewater is necessary.  

Amending the ARWRA to address the new source waters and any other components, may also be 

necessary. 

MCWRA, M1W and the City of Salinas successfully negotiated a short-term 60-day agreement for 

use of the Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 Improvements during the summer and fall of 2021.  

Due to the timing of final approval of the short-term agreement, the Industrial Wastewater was not 

utilized as source water in the CSIP because total irrigation demands were less than total wastewater 

flows already available to CSIP.  The irrigation season in 2022 is projected to exceed available 

wastewater supply and it is unlikely that river diversions will be available during the season. There are 

water quality issues that arise from diverting Industrial Wastewater directly, which impacts the 

treatment processes and results in increased costs to the recycled water customers.  This has identified 

the need for utilizing the Industrial Wastewater that is stored in Pond 3 at the City of Salinas Industrial 

Wastewater Facility.  It would provide a steadier amount of water with higher water quality.  The use 

of Pond 3 water requires an agreement between MCWRA, the City of Salinas, and M1W.  

Therefore, it is recommended that a new agreement for Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 

Improvements be negotiated prior to the commencement of the peak irrigation season.  The final 

agreement would come back before the MCWRA Board of Directors and Board of Supervisors 

concurrently with M1W and City of Salinas’ approval processes.

This action is related to MCWRA’s Strategic Plan Goal B - Planning and New Projects; Strategy 1: 

Expand and optimize the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) system and Strategy 5: 

Develop plans to enhance our critical water resources facilities and increase sustainability.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

City of Salinas and Monterey One Water

FINANCING:
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Staff time, contractor time and other costs associated with delivering recycled water, are included in 

the approved FY 22 budget

Prepared by:       Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:     Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860       

Attachments: 

 1. Amended and Restated Water Recycling Agreement, and Amendments 

 2. RWQCB letter to MCWRA regarding Condition Precedent 3
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AMENDMENT NO. 2 TO  
AMENDED AND RESTATED WATER RECYCLING AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY AND 
MONTEREY ONE WATER 

THIS AMENDMENT NO. 2  to the Amended and Restated Water Recycling Agreement, dated 
November 3, 2015 (hereinafter, “Agreement”) between the Monterey County Water Resources 
Agency, a political subdivision of the State of California (hereinafter, “WRA”) and Monterey 
One Water (hereinafter, “M1W”, referred to in the Agreement as “PCA”) is hereby entered into 
between WRA and M1W (collectively, WRA and M1W are referred to as the “Parties”).  

WHEREAS, the portions of Agreement applicable to the New Source Water Facilities will not 
become effective until the following conditions in Section 16.15 are met: 

1. Water Rights for the Blanco Drain and Reclamation Ditch are obtained from the
California State Water Resources Control Board; and,

2. A fully executed, and California Public Utilities Commission approved, Water Purchase
Agreement, between MRWPCA, MPWMD, and California-American Water, is approved
by the California Public Utilities Commission and executed by the parties thereto; and,

3. Written finding by the Regional Water Quality Control Board that utilization of the
Blanco Drain dry weather flows as New Source Water meets all treatment requirements
for the aforesaid dry weather flows; and,

4. An independent third-party review of proposed capital and operating costs and
preparation of an Engineer’s Report is approved by the MCWRA Board of Directors and
Board of Supervisors.  The costs of the aforesaid third-party review shall be shared
equally between MCWRA and MRWPCA; and,

5. A successful assessment or Proposition 218 process for rates and charges related to the
operation and maintenance of the New Source Water Facilities and proportional primary
and secondary treatment charges; and,

6. Inclusion of Salinas Pond Water Return Facilities as New Source Water Facilities
requires execution of a separate agreement between the Parties; and

WHEREAS, the status of the conditions in Section 16.15 are as follows; conditions 1 and 2 are 
satisfied; conditions 3,4, and 5 are pending; and condition 6 has not yet commenced; and 

WHEREAS, the capital cost of the New Source Water Facilities are funded by M1W through 
grants and a low-interest loan from the State of California, Water Resources Control Board, State 
Revolving Funds with the first payment due in December 2020 and  

WHEREAS, if all conditions in Section 16.15 are satisfied, the WRA’s share of the capital costs 
and the repair and replacement costs associated with the New Source Water Facilities are 45.1%; 
and 

WHEREAS, if all conditions in Section 16.15 are satisfied, the WRA shall pay M1W the 
proportional share of the capital cost loan payment 30 days prior to the due date and the 
proportional share of the amortized replacement/renewal costs by March 1st, annually; and 
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Approved as to Fiscal Provisions 

By:  ___________________________________ 
        Auditor-Controller        

Date:  __________________________________ 

Approved as to Indemnity, Insurance Provisions 

By:  ___________________________________ 
  Risk Management        

Date:  __________________________________   

7/14/2020
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AMENDMENT NO. 3 TO  

AMENDED AND RESTATED WATER RECYCLING AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY AND 

MONTEREY ONE WATER 
 

 

 THIS AMENDMENT NO. 3 to the Amended and Restated Water Recycling 

Agreement, dated November 3, 2015 (hereinafter, “Agreement”) between the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency, a political subdivision of the State of California (hereinafter, “WRA”) 

and Monterey One Water (hereinafter, “M1W”, referred to in the Agreement as “PCA”) is 

hereby entered into between WRA and M1W (collectively, WRA and M1W are referred to as the 

“Parties”).  

 

 WHEREAS, the portions of Agreement applicable to the New Source Water Facilities 

will not become effective until the following conditions in Section 16.15 are met: 

 

1. Water Rights for the Blanco Drain and Reclamation Ditch are obtained from the 

 California State Water Resources Control Board; and 

2. A fully executed, and California Public Utilities Commission approved, Water Purchase 

Agreement, between MRWPCA, MPWMD, and California-American Water, is approved 

by the California Public Utilities Commission and executed by the parties thereto; and 

3. Written finding by the Regional Water Quality Control Board that utilization of the 

 Blanco Drain dry weather flows as New Source Water meets all treatment requirements 

 for the aforesaid dry weather flows; and 

4. An independent third-party review of proposed capital and operating costs and 

preparation of an Engineer’s Report is approved by the MCWRA Board of Directors and 

Board of Supervisors.  The costs of the aforesaid third-party review shall be shared 

equally between MCWRA and MRWPCA; and 

5.  A successful assessment or Proposition 218 process for rates and charges related to the 

operation and maintenance of the New Source Water Facilities and proportional primary 

and secondary treatment charges; and 

6. Inclusion of Salinas Pond Water Return Facilities as New Source Water Facilities 

requires execution of a separate agreement between the Parties. 

 

 WHEREAS, the status of the conditions in Section 16.15 are as follows; conditions 1 

and 2 are satisfied; conditions 3,4, and 5 are pending; and condition 6 has not yet commenced. 

 

 WHEREAS, the capital cost of the New Source Water Facilities are funded by M1W 

through grants and a low-interest loan from the State of California, Water Resources Control 

Board, State Revolving Funds with the first payment made in December 2020. 

 

 WHEREAS, if all conditions in Section 16.15 are satisfied, the WRA’s share of the 

capital costs and the repair and replacement costs associated with the New Source Water 

Facilities are 45.1%. 

 

 WHEREAS, if all conditions in Section 16.15 are satisfied, the WRA shall pay M1W the 

proportional share of the capital cost loan payment 30 days prior to the due date and the 

proportional share of the amortized replacement/renewal costs by March 1st, annually. 
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WHEREAS, the construction of the New Source Water Facilities on the Blanco Drain 

and Reclamation Ditch are complete.  

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement on July 18, 

2019 to extend the term of satisfying conditions described in Section 16.15 to June 30, 2020 with 

no associated dollar amount increase to continue to provide services identified in the Agreement. 

WHEREAS, the Parties entered into Amendment No. 2 to the Agreement on July 14, 

2020 to extend the term of satisfying conditions described in Section 16.15 to June 30, 2021 with 

no associated dollar amount increase to continue to provide services identified in the Agreement.  

WHEREAS, the Parties now wish to amend the Agreement to extend the term of 

satisfying conditions described in Section 16.15 to June 30, 2022 with no associated dollar 

amount increase to continue to provide services identified in the Agreement.  

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties agree to amend the Agreement as follows:  

1. Amend Section 7.03, “Payment Schedule”, to read as follows:

Modify section 1(c) to have first payment due in 2022, and modify section 1(f) to have

first payment due in 2023.

2. M1W has the right to utilize the New Source Waters from the Blanco Drain (Water Right

Application No. 32263A) and Reclamation Ditch (Water Right Application No. 32263B)

Diversion Facilities in full until such time the conditions set forth in Section 16.15 have

been satisfied, and in connection therewith, and until such a time the provisions of

Section 16.16 shall not be in operation or effect.

3. All other terms and conditions of the Agreement remain unchanged and in full force.

4. This Amendment No. 3 shall be attached to the Agreement as amended and incorporated

therein as if fully set forth in the Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the duly authorized representatives of the Parties hereto

have executed this Amendment No. 3 to the Agreement as of the day and year first written 

below: 

MONTEREY COUNTY WATER MONTEREY ONE WATER 

RESOURCES AGENCY 

By:  ___________________________________ By:___________________________________ 

 General Manager General Manager 

Date:  _________________________________ Date:  _____________________________July 14, 2021July 16, 2021
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Approved as to Form 

    

 

By:  ___________________________________  By: _______________________________  

         Deputy County Counsel                        Counsel, Monterey One Water 
 

Date:  __________________________________  Date:______________________________ 

        

 

Approved as to Fiscal Provisions      
         

By:  ___________________________________    

                       Auditor-Controller              

      

Date:  __________________________________ 

 

 

Approved as to Indemnity, Insurance Provisions 

 

By:  ___________________________________    

                       Risk Management              

      

Date:  __________________________________                                                                                               

July 14, 2021July 15, 2021

7-15-2021
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Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
June 30, 2021 

Paul Sciuto, General Manager       Via email only 
Monterey One Water 
paul@my1water.org 
 
Brent Buche, General Manager 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
bucheb@co.monterey.ca.us 
 
 
Dear Mr. Sciuto and Mr. Buche: 
 
USE OF BLANCO DRAIN WATERS FOR TREATMENT AND REUSE AS PART OF 
PURE WATER MONTEREY PROJECT 
 
Monterey One Water (M1W), in cooperation with Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
(MCWRA) pursuant to a water recycling agreement,1 has constructed and is operating the Pure 
Water Monterey project, which was designed to treat water from various sources and provide 
recycled water to irrigate Salinas Valley cropland and recharge the Seaside groundwater basin. 
 
One of the sources being utilized is water from the Blanco Drain. Per Water Right Permit 21376 
issued by the State Water Resources Control Board, the project is allowed to divert all dry 
weather flows from the Blanco Drain, exclusive of any dry weather flows required to be 
bypassed, up to six cubic feet per second (cfs) and 3,000 acre-feet per year.2 The point of 
diversion is within the Blanco Drain just upstream of its confluence with the Salinas River. At the 
diversion point, Blanco Drain dry weather and wet weather flows contain high concentrations of 
various pollutants, including nutrients, pesticides and herbicides, and sediment. These 
pollutants are removed from the lower Blanco Drain and prevented from entering the Salinas 
River during the implementation of complete dry weather flow diversions. The Blanco Drain is 
subject to water quality limits for nutrients and pesticides/toxicity associated with the Lower 
Salinas River Watershed Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) as well as other non-TMDL 
water quality parameters, such as turbidity, specified in the Water Quality Control Plan for the 
Central Coastal Basin (Basin Plan). The Central Coast Water Board’s recently adopted 
agricultural order3 (Ag Order 4.0) implements these Basin Plan water quality limits. 

 
1 November 3, 2015, Amended and Restated Water Recycling Agreement Between Monterey Regional 
Water Pollution Control Agency and Monterey County Water Resources Agency (Note: Monterey One 
Water was formerly known as the Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency).  
2 The water right requires that M1W maintain certain minimum flows from Blanco Drain into the Salinas 
River during drought conditions, as specified.  
3 General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges from Irrigated Lands, Order No. R3-2021-0040; 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralcoast/water_issues/programs/ag_waivers/regulatory_information.
html  
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Paul Sciuto - 2 - June 30, 2021 
Brent Buche 

 
Section 16.15 of the water recycling agreement includes the following condition precedent for 
new source water facilities, and this letter is in response to this condition precedent: 
 

3. Written findings are made by the Regional Water Quality Control Board that utilization of 
the Blanco Drain dry weather flows as a New Source Water meets all treatment 
requirements for the aforesaid dry weather flows(.) 

 
Although Central Coast Water Board staff supports the Pure Water Monterey project and 
associated Blanco Drain diversion because of its multiple water supply and water quality 
benefits, we cannot make the condition precedent finding at this time because it would conflict 
with the requirements and associated processes contained in Ag Order 4.0. 
 
Ag Order 4.0 includes a third-party process, in lieu of the induvial discharger compliance option, 
by which a compliance pathway consistent with the condition precedent may be developed and 
approved. Monitoring and reporting requirements in Ag Order 4.0 paragraphs 18 and 19 of Part 
2, Section C.3. Surface Water Protection, describe a third-party program process to develop 
and implement surface receiving water monitoring and reporting work plans and follow-up 
surface receiving water implementation work plans on behalf of participating dischargers to 
comply with water quality requirements, including those specified in Ag Order 4.0 for the Blanco 
Drain to implement the Basin Plan TMDLs and non-TMDL water quality limits. Ag Order 4.0 
identifies the Blanco Drain as a third-party program surface water medium priority area subject 
to a follow-up surface receiving water implementation work plan March 1, 2026 due date. The 
follow-up surface receiving water implementation work plan along with the supporting surface 
receiving water monitoring and reporting work plan are subject to Executive Officer review, and 
interested persons may seek discretionary review by the Central Coast Water Board of the 
Executive Officer’s approval or denial of the work plans. 
 
Please note the surface water monitoring and follow-up surface receiving water implementation 
work plans will also need to address wet weather flows and un-diverted dry weather flows. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work with M1W, MCWRA, and the agricultural community to 
continue to make progress on resolving this long-standing water-quality problem. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Harvey Packard at (805) 235-8435 or 
Harvey.packard@waterboards.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Matthew T. Keeling 
Executive Officer 
 
 
cc:   
 
David Stoldt, Monterey Peninsula Water Management District, dstoldt@mpwmd.net 
Justine Herrig, SWRCB Division of Water Rights, Justine.herrig@waterboards.ca.gov 
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Annette Tenneboe, CDFW, Annette.Tenneboe@wildlife.ca.gov 
Joel Casagrande, NMFS, joel.casagrande@noaa.gov 
William Stevens, NMFS, william.stevens@noaa.gov 
Elizabeth Krafft, MCWRA, krafftea@co.monterey.ca.us  
Shaunna Murray, MCWRA, murrarysl@co.monterey.ca.us 
Stephanie Yu, SWRCB Office of Chief Counsel, stephanie.yu@waterboards.ca.gov  
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No.   

 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDING THAT THE MONTEREY COUNTY  )  

WATER RESOURCES AGENCY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS    ) 

AUTHORIZE THE MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES   ) 

AGENCY GENERAL MANAGER TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS   ) 

RELATED TO USE OF NEW SOURCE WATERS FOR THE    ) 

CASTROVILLE SEAWATER INTRUSION PROJECT PURSUANT   ) 

TO SECTION 16.16 OF THE AMENDED AND RESTATED WATER   ) 

RECYCLING AGREEMENT WITH MONTEREY ONE WATER; AND   ) 

AUTHORIZE THE GENERAL MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE A NEW   ) 

AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF SALINAS AND MONTEREY ONE  ) 

WATER FOR USE OF INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER UTILIZING POND  ) 

3 IN RESPONSE TO CURRENT DROUGHT CONDITIONS   ) 

 

Upon motion of Director _____________, seconded by Director ____________, and carried 

by those members present, the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

Recommends that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors: 

 

a. Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager to begin 

negotiations related to use of New Source Waters for the Castroville Seawater Intrusion 

Project pursuant to Section 16.16 of the Amended and Restated Water Recycling 

Agreement with Monterey One Water; and  

 

b. Authorize the General Manager to negotiate a new agreement with the City of Salinas 

and Monterey One Water for use of Industrial Wastewater Utilizing Pond 3 in response 

to current drought conditions. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 22nd day of February 2022, by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

AYES: 

 

NOES:  

 

ABSENT: 

 

 

 

             __ 

BY:   John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors           General Manager  
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-028 February 22, 2022

Item No.8 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider receiving an update on Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management and the Low-Effect 

Habitat Conservation Plan.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors:

Receive an update on Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management and the Low-Effect Habitat 

Conservation Plan.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

Like many central California coastal river systems, the Salinas River is not hydrologically connected to 

the ocean for much of the year. A naturally occurring sandbar forms at the river mouth during periods 

of low streamflow creating the Salinas River Lagoon (Lagoon). Over the course of the year the 

sandbar can build up to be significantly higher than typical dry season Lagoon stage. When winter 

storms once again create natural streamflow in the Salinas River, flow is trapped behind the sandbar in 

the Lagoon. Because of the height of the sandbar, the Lagoon has the potential to flood low lying 

farmland and homes before overtopping the sandbar and flowing to the ocean. 

The Agency performs sandbar management on an emergency basis to prevent flooding. Sandbar 

management is required in most years including 7 of the past 10. Sandbar management has the 

potential to result in take of federally listed species in and around the lagoon and the Agency does not 

have a permit to cover incidental take of any listed species.

In 1997 the Agency developed the Salinas River Lagoon Management and Enhancement Plan 

followed by the 2018 Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management Plan Project Description (a project 

description for an updated sandbar management plan that has yet to be developed) and the Salinas 

River Sandbar Management Monitoring and Reporting Plan to address concerns related to sandbar 

management activities related to flood prevention. The plans define criteria for managing the sandbar 

elevation for flood prevention and define actions to minimize the impact to sensitive species in and 

around the Lagoon. The existing plans provide guidance for sandbar management activities but do not 

constitute a current sandbar management plan or the necessary permits to protect the Agency from 

incidental take under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

The proposed Salinas River Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) will address these issues and serve as 

the basis for the Agency to apply for an incidental take permit (ITP) from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFS) under the ESA. The HCP is expected to take around three years to complete. 
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Because of the multi-year timeline for development of the HCP, the USFWS has strongly encouraged 

the Agency to pursue a short-term solution to obtain an ITP for sandbar management activities while 

the HCP is being developed.

To meet the short-term need for an ITP, Agency staff have been working with the USFWS on a 

strategy to develop a Low-Effect HCP (LEHCP) to cover flood prevention sandbar management 

activities until the full HCP can be completed. Because of significant overlap between the proposed 

LEHCP and the full HCP as well as reduced regulatory requirements for LEHCPs, USFWS and 

Agency staff believe the LEHCP can be completed on a much shorter timeline and at a much lower 

cost than development of a full HCP. It is estimated that an LEHCP that only covers flood prevention 

sandbar management and the species directly impacted could be developed in approximately one year 

with much of the cost being covered under the existing HCP funding mechanisms.

Agency staff plans to continue working with our HCP consultant ICF, the USFWS, and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to develop a LEHCP for emergency sandbar management in 

parallel with the full HCP with a goal of having an ITP prior to the winter of 2022/23.

Development of the LEHCP for sandbar management supports Strategic Plan Goal D by pursuing a 

necessary permit for the core function of flood prevention through Salinas River Lagoon sandbar 

management; Goal B by performing analysis in conjunction with the Salinas River Habitat 

Conservation Plan; and Goal C by leveraging grant funding to support these actions.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

Agency staff has been involved in discussion with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service regarding the LEHCP. 

An update on Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management and the LEHCP was presented to the 

Planning Committee at the meeting on February 2, 2022.

FINANCING:

Much of the LEHCP will draw on analysis to be conducted under the full Salinas River HCP and 

funded through existing reimbursable grants acquired for HCP development. Remaining LEHCP 

development tasks will require estimated Agency funding of approximately $45,000. Work will begin 

using HCP and sandbar management funds budgeted in the current fiscal year. The remaining cost will 

be incorporated into the upcoming fiscal year 2022/23 budget. One completed, the LEHCP will 

incorporate mitigation measures designed to offset the impact of sandbar management actions on the 

covered species. Mitigation measures are estimated to cost between $20,000 and $50,000 per year 

during the permit term. Once identified, the cost of these mitigation measures will be identified in future 

Agency budgets.

Prepared by:                Jason Demers, Associate Engineer, (831)755-4860

Approved by:              Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-028 February 22, 2022

Item No. 

Agenda Ready2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Consider receiving an update on Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management and the Low-Effect 

Habitat Conservation Plan.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors:

Receive an update on Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management and the Low-Effect Habitat 

Conservation Plan.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

Like many central California coastal river systems, the Salinas River is not hydrologically connected to 

the ocean for much of the year. A naturally occurring sandbar forms at the river mouth during periods 

of low streamflow creating the Salinas River Lagoon (Lagoon). Over the course of the year the 

sandbar can build up to be significantly higher than typical dry season Lagoon stage. When winter 

storms once again create natural streamflow in the Salinas River, flow is trapped behind the sandbar in 

the Lagoon. Because of the height of the sandbar, the Lagoon has the potential to flood low lying 

farmland and homes before overtopping the sandbar and flowing to the ocean. 

The Agency performs sandbar management on an emergency basis to prevent flooding. Sandbar 

management is required in most years including 7 of the past 10. Sandbar management has the 

potential to result in take of federally listed species in and around the lagoon and the Agency does not 

have a permit to cover incidental take of any listed species.

In 1997 the Agency developed the Salinas River Lagoon Management and Enhancement Plan 

followed by the 2018 Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management Plan Project Description (a project 

description for an updated sandbar management plan that has yet to be developed) and the Salinas 

River Sandbar Management Monitoring and Reporting Plan to address concerns related to sandbar 

management activities related to flood prevention. The plans define criteria for managing the sandbar 

elevation for flood prevention and define actions to minimize the impact to sensitive species in and 

around the Lagoon. The existing plans provide guidance for sandbar management activities but do not 

constitute a current sandbar management plan or the necessary permits to protect the Agency from 

incidental take under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

The proposed Salinas River Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) will address these issues and serve as 

the basis for the Agency to apply for an incidental take permit (ITP) from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFS) under the ESA. The HCP is expected to take around three years to complete. 
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Because of the multi-year timeline for development of the HCP, the USFWS has strongly encouraged 

the Agency to pursue a short-term solution to obtain an ITP for sandbar management activities while 

the HCP is being developed.

To meet the short-term need for an ITP, Agency staff have been working with the USFWS on a 

strategy to develop a Low-Effect HCP (LEHCP) to cover flood prevention sandbar management 

activities until the full HCP can be completed. Because of significant overlap between the proposed 

LEHCP and the full HCP as well as reduced regulatory requirements for LEHCPs, USFWS and 

Agency staff believe the LEHCP can be completed on a much shorter timeline and at a much lower 

cost than development of a full HCP. It is estimated that an LEHCP that only covers flood prevention 

sandbar management and the species directly impacted could be developed in approximately one year 

with much of the cost being covered under the existing HCP funding mechanisms.

Agency staff plans to continue working with our HCP consultant ICF, the USFWS, and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to develop a LEHCP for emergency sandbar management in 

parallel with the full HCP with a goal of having an ITP prior to the winter of 2022/23.

Development of the LEHCP for sandbar management supports Strategic Plan Goal D by pursuing a 

necessary permit for the core function of flood prevention through Salinas River Lagoon sandbar 

management; Goal B by performing analysis in conjunction with the Salinas River Habitat 

Conservation Plan; and Goal C by leveraging grant funding to support these actions.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

Agency staff has been involved in discussion with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service regarding the LEHCP. 

An update on Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management and the LEHCP was presented to the 

Planning Committee at the meeting on February 2, 2022.

FINANCING:

Much of the LEHCP will draw on analysis to be conducted under the full Salinas River HCP and 

funded through existing reimbursable grants acquired for HCP development. Remaining LEHCP 

development tasks will require estimated Agency funding of approximately $45,000. Work will begin 

using HCP and sandbar management funds budgeted in the current fiscal year. The remaining cost will 

be incorporated into the upcoming fiscal year 2022/23 budget. One completed, the LEHCP will 

incorporate mitigation measures designed to offset the impact of sandbar management actions on the 

covered species. Mitigation measures are estimated to cost between $20,000 and $50,000 per year 

during the permit term. Once identified, the cost of these mitigation measures will be identified in future 

Agency budgets.

Prepared by:                Jason Demers, Associate Engineer, (831)755-4860

Approved by:              Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Page 2  Monterey County Printed on 2/10/2022

127



Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-028

Page 3  Monterey County Printed on 2/10/2022

128



 
 

Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency 

 County of Monterey, State of California  

 

BOARD ORDER No.  

 
CONSIDER RECEIVING AN UPDATE ON SALINAS  )  

RIVER LAGOON SANDBAR MANAGEMENT AND  ) 

THE LOW-EFFECT HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN ) 

     

 

   

 

Upon motion of Director Simis, seconded by Director Gonzalez, and carried by those members 

present, the Board of Directors hereby: 

 

Receives an update on Salinas River Lagoon Sandbar Management and the Low-

Effect Habitat Conservation Plan. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 22nd day of February 2022 by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

 

AYES:  

  

NOES:   

 

ABSENT:  

 

 

 

 

             __ 

BY:  John Baillie, Chair    ATTEST:  Brent Buche 

 Board of Directors           General Manager  
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· COVID-19 Update

· Personnel Update

· Prop. 1 Grant Update

· Pajaro Update

· Salinas River Update
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Page 1  Monterey County Printed on 2/14/2022

134



Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 22-023 February 22, 2022

Item No.11 

Draft2/10/2022Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Information Items:

 1.  Reservoir Storage and Release Update

 2.  Well Permit Applications Update

 3.  Quarterly Conditions Report
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Reservoir Storage & Release Update  
 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION: 
The Board of Directors receives monthly updates on the status of Agency reservoirs. 

 
RESERVOIR ELEVATION / STORAGE:  As of February 9, 2022, San Antonio Reservoir has 
a water surface elevation of approximately 681.3 feet (NGVD 29), with 37,845 acre-feet of storage.  

Nacimiento Reservoir has a water surface elevation of approximately 736.8 feet, with 110,200 
acre-feet of storage. San Antonio Reservoir is currently at 11% of storage capacity and Nacimiento 

Reservoir is at 29% of capacity. 
 

RESERVOIR RELEASES:  The Agency continues to release approximately 60 cfs from 

Nacimiento Reservoir and 10 cfs from San Antonio Reservoir to support fish habitat below the 
dams. 

 
The Salinas River Lagoon has been open to the ocean since December 27, 2021 and the Salinas 
River continued to flow through the Spreckels stream gage site until January 5, 2022.  There is 

currently no flow at the stream gage. 
 

Minor deviations in release rates are not presented in this report but are documented in the Salinas 
Valley Water Project Annual Flow Reports.   
 

Releases as of February 9, 2022: 

• Nacimiento Reservoir:                                               65 cfs 

• San Antonio Reservoir:                                              10 cfs 
 

Total releases from both reservoirs to the Salinas River are approximately 67 cfs.  The following 
“provisional” flows have been recorded by the USGS: 

• Salinas River near Bradley:                                        79 cfs  

• Salinas River at Soledad:                                              0 cfs 

• Salinas River near Chualar:                                          0 cfs 

• Salinas River near Spreckels:                                       0 cfs 
 
Prepared by:            Peter Kwiek, Associate Hydrologist (831) 755-4860 
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Well Permit Application Activities Update 
 
SUMMARY/DISCUSSION: 
In support of Monterey County’s Well Permit Application Program the Agency acts as technical 
advisor to the program’s lead agency, the Environmental Health Bureau (EHB). In accordance 
with a 1991 interdepartmental Memorandum of Agreement between the Agency and EHB, the 
Agency performs a comprehensive review process on well permit applications for new wells 
pumping five acre-feet of water or more per year, as well as for proposed well destructions and 
repairs.   

The Agency provides review and/or advisement to EHB within five (5) business days of receiving 
new well permit applications. The Agency also reviews final well designs and annular seal depth 
proposals on an on-going basis and is committed to providing a response to EHB within twenty-
four (24) hours of receiving design proposals. 

The Agency receives funds that cover staff time for well application review, well completion report 
processing, and database maintenance from fees collected by EHB. The Agency’s fees are defined 
in Article XI of the Monterey County Fee Resolution. 

Table 1 (attached) provides a summation of well permit applications received in the last month for 
evaluation by Agency staff, categorized by permit type, Agency management area, and aquifer 
unit. Also included is a tabulation of new well applications reviewed for the fiscal year.  This table 
is provided to the Board of Directors and Basin Management Advisory Committee on a monthly 
basis.   

Publication of the Agency’s Report, “Recommendations To Address the Expansion of Seawater 
Intrusion in the Salinas Valley Groundwater Basin (October, 2017) and subsequent adoption of 
Interim Urgency Ordinance 5302 and Ordinance 5303 by the Monterey County Board of 
Supervisors (May 22, 2018 and June 26, 2018, respectively) have led to increased interest in data 
related to wells in and extractions from the Deep Aquifers (Figure 1). 

Figure 2 depicts the history of well installation in the Deep Aquifers by water use category. As 
illustrated in the chart, a total of fifty-seven (57) wells have been installed in the Deep Aquifers 
since 1974, with twenty-two (22) of those wells being constructed in the last ten years, including 
ten (10) within the last three years. Figure 2 includes a tabular historical summary of reported 
annual Deep Aquifer well extractions by water use category. 

Three (3) additional permit applications have been submitted for new Deep Aquifers wells but 
construction has not been completed as of the date of this report. The proposed wells were applied 
for as replacement wells after the expiration of Ordinance No. 5302, which expired on May 21, 
2020. 
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: 

None 
 
FINANCING: 
None 
 
Prepared by:   Nicole Koerth, Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860 

Amy Woodrow, Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860 
   Tamara Voss, Associate Hydrologist (831) 755-4860 

Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860 
 

Attachments:   
Table 1 - Summary of Well Permits Received  
Figure 1- Map showing Deep Aquifer Wells  
Figure 2 - Timeline of Well Installation in the Deep Aquifers with Summary of Deep Aquifer 
Groundwater Extractions  
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GREENFIELD

SOLEDAD

MARINA

MONTEREY

KING CITY

SALINAS

GONZALES

Permit Type

Construction-Agricultural

Construction-Domestic
Construction-Other

Destruction

Other

Repair

Subarea
180-Ft Aquifer
400-Ft Aquifer
Deep Aquifers
East Side
Forebay
Upper Valley
Outside Zone 2C or defined GW Basin

Permit Applications in Fiscal Year 21/22

Zone 2C

CA 118 Grounwater basins in Monterey County

Well Permits for
January 2022

Table 1. Well Permit Applications Received by Category - January, 2022

Subarea/ Aquifer Construction Destruction Repair Other Total FY (21/22) Total

180-Ft Aquifer 2

400-Ft Aquifer 1

Deep Aquifers 0

East Side 1 2 3 13

Forebay 4

Upper Valley 2

Outside Zone 2C,
Undefined GW Basin

6 4 10 66

Total 7 6 13 88
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1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

2,054 1,992 2,036 2,137 2,170 1,906 2,056 2,302 2,355 2,399 2,366 2,442 2,358 2,005 1,738 2,004 2,102 1,903 1,803 2,044 1,989 3,784 3,746 3,788 4,116 4,605 4,820 4,263

1,507 2,620 2,302 1,990 2,556 1,648 96 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 58 384 696 982 927 1,397 1,097 2,031 2,010 4,194 4,834 4,749 5,331 6,996

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 13 17 379 305 343 336 393 371 348 333 370 380 523 620 617 569 567 291 196 84

3,561    4,612    4,338    4,127    4,725    3,554    2,151    2,307    2,368    2,416    2,745    2,747    2,701    2,341    2,189    2,759    3,146    3,218    3,100    3,821    3,608    6,436    6,373    8,551    9,516    9,645    10,347  11,344  

Deep Aquifers Groundwater Extraction History Since 1993*

* Notes: Table includes all reported extraction data for the thirty-four (34) Deep Aquifer production wells that have reported extractions since inception of the Agency's GEMS program in 1993. Data are reported in acre-feet. Colors denote water 
use category (Municipal, Agricultural, Industrial). An additional nine (9) recently constructed Deep Aquifers Agricultural production wells have yet to report extractions as of Reporting Year 2020.
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Receive a Report on Salinas Valley Water Conditions for the First Quarter of Water Year 2021-
2022 
 
SUMMARY/DISCUSSION: 
Groundwater level data provides insight on how an aquifer or subarea responds to hydrologic 
conditions, such as precipitation and reservoir releases, over time. A one-year comparison can 
show the short-term effects of a single wet or dry year while a long-term comparison will help 
provide information on general trends in groundwater storage. Subareas or aquifers will respond 
differently to these hydrologic conditions. For example, groundwater levels in shallower aquifers 
may respond quicker to a wet season while aquifers that are deeper or more depleted may take 
longer for groundwater levels to respond and recover.  
This report covers the first quarter of Water Year 2021-2022 (WY22), October through December 
2021. It provides a brief overview and discussion of hydrologic conditions in the Salinas Valley 
including precipitation, reservoir storage and groundwater level trends.  
 
Precipitation – Preliminary National Weather Service rainfall data indicates that the first quarter 
of WY22 brought above normal rainfall to Salinas and King City. Totals for the quarter were 6.11 
inches (154% of normal rainfall of 3.98 inches for the quarter) at the Salinas Airport, and 5.37 
inches (150% of normal rainfall of 3.57 inches for the quarter) in King City.   
 
Attachment B contains graphs for both stations showing monthly and cumulative precipitation data 
for the current and a “normal” water year, based on long-term monthly precipitation averages. 
Attachment B also includes tables showing values for precipitation totals as well as percent of 
“normal” precipitation.  
 
Reservoirs - The following table compares first quarter storage at Nacimiento and San Antonio 
reservoirs for the past two years. Storage in Nacimiento Reservoir is 21,155 acre-feet higher than 
in December 2020, and storage in San Antonio Reservoir is 20,853 acre-feet lower. 
 

  
Reservoir 

 
December 31, 2021 
(WY22) Storage 
in acre-feet 

 
 December 31, 2020 
(WY21) Storage 
in acre-feet 

 
Difference 
in acre-feet 

 
Nacimiento 

 
105,115 

 
83,960 

 
21,155 

 
San Antonio 32,415 

 
53,268 -20,853 

 
Graphs showing daily reservoir storage for the last five water years along with 30-year average 
daily storage for comparison are included as Attachments C and D. 
 
Groundwater Levels – More than 100 wells are measured monthly throughout the Salinas Valley 
to monitor seasonal groundwater level fluctuations. Data from approximately 50 of these wells are 
used in the preparation of this report. Attachment A shows the location of monthly measured wells 
and highlights the wells used to prepare this report.  The measurements are categorized by 
hydrologic subarea, averaged, and graphed to compare current water levels (WY22) with selected 
past conditions. Graphs for individual subareas, showing the current year’s water level conditions, 
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last year’s conditions (WY21) and dry conditions (WY15) are found in Attachments E through J. 
For comparison to long term conditions, a curve showing monthly water levels averaged over the 
most recent 30 years (WY1992-WY2021) is included on each graph, except for Attachment G, 
Deep Aquifers which lack a sufficient period of record to make that comparison.  Attachment K is 
a summary of water level changes for all subareas. 
 
180-Foot Aquifer: Over the last quarter, groundwater levels rose nine feet in the 180-Foot Aquifer. 
Groundwater levels are down two feet compared to December 2020 levels and down six from the 
30-year average. Attachment E shows monthly groundwater trends for the 180-Foot Aquifer. 
 
400-Foot Aquifer: Over the last quarter, groundwater elevations increased fifteen feet in the 400- 
Foot Aquifer. Groundwater levels are down one foot compared to December 2020 and down three 
feet from the 30-year average. Attachment F shows monthly groundwater trends for the 400-Foot 
Aquifer. 
 
Deep Aquifers: Over the last quarter, groundwater elevations increased fourteen feet in the Deep 
Aquifers. Groundwater levels are up less than one foot compared to December 2020. Attachment 
G shows monthly groundwater trends for the Deep Aquifers. Given the shorter period of record in 
the wells used, a 30-year average cannot be calculated. To represent the long-term trends in the 
Deep Aquifers, Attachment G also includes a 30-year time series graph with groundwater level 
data from the eleven wells to show the seasonal and long-term trends in these wells.  
 
East Side Subarea: East Side groundwater levels increased thirty-four feet over the last quarter. 
Groundwater levels are down less than one foot from December 2020 levels and down eleven feet 
from the 30-year average. The East Side is the only subarea whose groundwater levels during the 
first quarter of WY22 remain below to what they were in WY15 (dry conditions). Attachment H 
shows monthly groundwater trends for the East Side Subarea. 
 
Forebay Subarea: Over the last quarter, groundwater levels have increased three feet in the 
Forebay. Groundwater levels are down three feet from December 2021 levels and are down four 
feet from the 30-year average. Attachment I shows monthly groundwater trends for the Forebay 
Subarea. 
 
Upper Valley Subarea: Upper Valley groundwater levels have increased three feet over the last 
quarter. Groundwater levels are equal to December 2021 levels and down one foot from the 30-
year average. Attachment J shows monthly groundwater trends for the Upper Valley Subarea. 
 
OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: 
None 
 
FINANCING: 
Funds 113, 114, 115, 116 
 
 
Prepared by: Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860 
  Tamara Voss, Associate Hydrologist, (831)755-4860 
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Amy Woodrow, Hydrologist (831) 755-4860 
Nicole Koerth, Hydrologist (831) 755-4860 
April Woods, Water Resource Technician (831) 755-4860 

 
 
Approved by:          
  Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860 
 
Attachments:  

1. Attachment A, Salinas Valley Hydrologic Subareas Map 
2. Attachment B, Salinas and King City Precipitation Graphs 
3. Attachment C, Nacimiento Reservoir Graph 
4. Attachment D, San Antonio Reservoir Graph 
5. Attachment E, Groundwater Trends 180-Foot Aquifer 
6. Attachment F, Groundwater Trends 400-Foot Aquifer 
7. Attachment G, Groundwater Trends Deep Aquifers 
8. Attachment H, Groundwater Trends East Side Subarea 
9. Attachment I, Groundwater Trends Forebay Subarea 
10. Attachment J, Groundwater Trends Upper Valley Subarea 
11. Attachment K, Groundwater Trends Summary 
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SALINAS AIRPORT RAINFALL
WATER YEAR 2022

Monthly Rainfall (WY 2022) 1.62 0.57 3.92
Monthly Rainfall (Normal WY*) 0.60 1.26 2.12 2.63 2.42 2.06 0.95 0.38 0.07 0.01 0.03 0.05
Percent of Normal for Month 270% 45% 185% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Cumulative Rainfall (WY 2022) 1.62 2.19 6.11
Cumulative Rainfall (Normal WY*) 0.60 1.86 3.98 6.61 9.03 11.09 12.04 12.42 12.49 12.50 12.53 12.58
Percent of Cumulative Normal 270% 118% 154%

KING CITY RAINFALL
WATER YEAR 2022

Monthly Rainfall (WY 2022) 0.98 0.01 4.38
Monthly Rainfall (Normal WY*) 0.54 0.98 2.05 2.44 2.54 1.98 0.83 0.35 0.04 0.01 0.01 0.06
Percent of Normal for Month 181% 1% 214% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Cumulative Rainfall (WY 2022) 0.98 0.99 5.37
Cumulative Rainfall (Normal WY*) 0.54 1.52 3.57 6.01 8.55 10.53 11.36 11.71 11.75 11.76 11.77 11.83
Percent of Cumulative Normal 181% 65% 150%
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Groundwater Trends Summary
December 2021

Area

December 2021 
Groundwater 

Elevation (ft msl)
Change over First 

Quarter 1 Year Change

Difference from 
30 year Average 

Elevation

180-Foot Aquifer 5 ' Up 9 ' Down 2 ' Down 6 '

400-Foot Aquifer -1 ' Up 15 ' Down 1 ' Down 3 '

Deep Aquifers -27 ' Up 14 ' Up <  1 ' -

East Side Subarea -9 ' Up 34 ' Down <  1 ' Down 11 '

Forebay Subarea 155 ' Up 3 ' Down 3 ' Down 4 '

Upper Valley 
Subarea 314 ' Up 3 ' No Change Down 1 '

ATTACHMENT K
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Salinas, CA 93901
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1.  Letter dated January 31, 2022, from the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation to 

Shaunna Murray, Monterey County Water Resources Agency

Re: Notice of Funding Opportunity No. R22AS00020 - WaterSMART Drought Response Program: 

Drought Resiliency Projects for Fiscal Year 2022- DRP-008 Application Review Status, Your 

Application Titled, “Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) Distribution System Optimization.”

2. Letter dated February 11, 2022, from the State Water Board to Santa Cruz County Flood Control 

and Water Conservation District, Zone 7 

Re:  Enforcement program: Santa Cruz County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, 

Pajaro River Roughness Reduction Project, Santa Cruz County - Notice of Violation for Failing to 

Submit a Report of Waste Discharge

3.  Letter from Santa Cruz County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, Zone 7 to Kim 

Sanders, State Water Board 

Re: Santa Cruz County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, Pajaro River Roughness 

Reduction Project, Santa Cruz County - Requirement to obtain regulatory coverage for discharges to 

waters of the State in the Pajaro River 
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84-27133               January 31, 2022 
1.3.11

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
Attn: Ms. Shaunna Murray 
P.O. Box 930 
Salinas CA, 93902-9300 

Subject:   Notice of Funding Opportunity No. R22AS00020 – WaterSMART Drought Response 
Program: Drought Resiliency Projects for Fiscal Year 2022- DRP-008 Application Review 
Status, Your Application Titled, “Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) Distribution 
System Optimization.” 

Dear Ms. Shaunna Murray: 

Thank you for submitting a WaterSMART Drought Response Program: Drought Resiliency Projects 
application.  The Bureau of Reclamation has conducted a review of the applications received in response 
to the Drought Resiliency Projects Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) based on the prioritization 
criteria included in the NOFO.  Reclamation regrets to inform you that your application was not among 
those receiving the highest ratings and, therefore, will not be considered further for award.  

This year, Reclamation is identifying Drought Resiliency Project selections in a multi-phased approach. 
For information on the projects identified for funding as initial selections, please see today’s 
announcement at www.usbr.gov/newsroom.  In addition, to receive information and announcements 
regarding upcoming activities and additional grant opportunities under the WaterSMART program, 
please send an email to watersmart@usbr.gov with, “Drought mailing list” in the subject or visit the 
Drought Response Program website at http://www.usbr.gov/drought/. 

Thank you for your interest and participation in the WaterSMART Drought Response Program.  If you 
have any questions about the program or would like to request a debriefing to discuss the ranking of 
your application relative to the evaluation factors in the NOFO, please contact Ms. Sheri Looper, 
Reclamation Drought Coordinator, at 916-978-5556 or slooper@usbr.gov.  Debriefings are highly 
recommended for applicants interested in reapplying in response to a future funding opportunity, and it 
is anticipated that debriefings will be conducted starting in May. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Beverly K. Nelson 
Chief of the Grants Office
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February 11, 2022 
 
Santa Cruz County Flood Control and VIA EMAIL AND CERTIFIED MAIL 
Water Conservation District, Zone 7 NO. 7020 1810 0002 0768 3364  
Matt Machado   
701 Ocean Street, Room 410 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
Email: matt.machado@santacruzcounty.us 
 
 
Dear Mr. Machado: 
 
ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM: SANTA CRUZ COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND 
WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT, PAJARO RIVER ROUGHNESS REDUCTION 
PROJECT, SANTA CRUZ COUNTY – NOTICE OF VIOLATION FOR FAILING TO 
SUBMIT A REPORT OF WASTE DISCHARGE  
 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Coast Region (Central 
Coast Water Board) is a state regulatory agency with the responsibility for protecting the 
quality of the waters of the state within its area of jurisdiction. The Central Coast Water 
Board has authority to require submission of information, direct action, establish 
regulations, levy penalties, and bring legal action when necessary to protect water 
quality. On November 1, 2021, the Central Coast Water Board’s Executive Officer 
issued the Santa Cruz County Flood Control and Water Conservation District 
(Discharger) a requirement to submit a report of waste discharge (ROWD)1, pursuant to 
California Water Code (Water Code) section 13260, for the 2022 through 2025 
roughness reduction/vegetation removal activities (Directive Order). This notice of 
violation is to inform the Discharger of the violation for failing to comply with the 
requirement to submit a complete ROWD pursuant to Water Code section 13260, and 
to notify the Discharger of the associated liabilities that accrue for each day of violation 
pursuant to Water Code section 13261. 

Notice of Violation 
The Central Coast Water Board issued a Directive Order on November 1, 2021. The 
Directive Order requires the Discharger to submit a ROWD by December 31, 2021. On 
November 17, 2021, Central Coast Water Board staff met with the Discharger to 
discuss the Directive Order and Central Coast Water Board staff offered to be available 

 
1 A report of waste discharge is also commonly referred to as a permit application or an 
application to enroll in waste discharge requirements. 
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to answer questions during the Discharger’s preparation of the ROWD. Central Coast 
Water Board staff also provided a list of resources for the Discharger’s consideration to 
assist them in their preparation of the ROWD.  
 
On December 20, 2021, the Discharger submitted a letter stating that the Discharger is 
preparing the ROWD and anticipates completion of a ROWD in Spring 2022. The 
ROWD was due on December 31, 2021, therefore, the Discharger is out of compliance 
with the Directive Order.  
 
Potential Liabilities 
To avoid accrual of administrative civil liability penalties up to $1,000 per day for each 
day the violations occurs, the Discharger must immediately submit a ROWD as 
described in the Directive Order. Failure to provide the required information may subject 
the Discharger to enforcement action by the Central Coast Water Board, including civil 
administrative liability penalties of up to $1,000 per day for each day the violation 
occurs, pursuant to Water Code section 13261.  

Water Code section 13261 states, in relevant part: 

(a) Any person failing to furnish a report or pay a fee under section 13260 when so 
requested by a regional board is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be liable civilly 
in accordance with subdivision (b). 

(b) (1) Civil liability may be administratively imposed by a regional board … in an 
amount that may not exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each day in which 
the violation occurs. 

 
If the Central Coast Water Board imposes a penalty, the Discharger must still submit the 
information required by the Directive Order. As of the date of this notice of violation, the 
Discharger is 42 days late in complying with the requirement to submit an ROWD and is 
subject to a maximum liability of up to $42,000 to date.  

Unauthorized Discharges of Waste 
The Discharger’s roughness reduction/vegetation removal activities that result in a 
discharge of waste to waters of the state are subject to waste discharge requirements. 
Discharge of waste without waste discharge requirements is unauthorized and the 
discharge of soil, silt, or other organic or earthen materials into waters of the state is a 
violation of a prohibition of the Water Quality Control Plan for the Central Coast Region 
(Basin Plan). Water Code section 13350(a)(2) states that any person who violates a 
Basin Plan prohibition shall be civilly liable and subject to penalties imposed by the 
Central Coast Water Board or superior court. The Central Coast Water Board may 
administratively impose civil liability for each violation of up to $5,000 per day or $10 for 
each gallon of waste discharged. Alternatively, the superior court may judicially impose 
civil liability for each violation of up to $15,000 per day or $20 per gallon of waste 
discharged.  
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The Central Coast Water Board reserves its right to take any enforcement action 
authorized by law, including seeking penalties for unauthorized discharges. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Kim Sanders at 
Kim.Sanders@waterboards.ca.gov or 805-541-7441, or Diane Kukol at 
Diane.Kukol@waterboards.ca.gov or 805-542-4637. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Thea S. Tryon 
Assistant Executive Officer 
 
 
cc (via email only):  
Mark Strudley, Santa Cruz County, Mark.Strudley@santacruzcounty.us  
Antonella Gentile, Santa Cruz County, Antonella.Gentile@santacruzcounty.us 
Rusty Barker, Santa Cruz County, Rusty.Barker@santacruzcounty.us 
Brent Buche, MCWRA, bucheb@co.monterey.ca.us 
Mark Foxworthy, MCWRA, foxworthyme1@co.monterey.ca.us  
Jennifer Bodensteiner, MCWRA, BodensteinerJM@co.monterey.ca.us  
Serena Stumpf, CA Department of Fish and Wildlife, Serena.Stumpf@Wildlife.ca.gov  
Linda Connolly, CA Department of Fish and Wildlife, Linda.Connolly@wildlife.ca.gov  
Frances Malamud-Roam, USACE, Frances.P.Malamud-Roam@usace.army.mil  
Chad Mitcham, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chad_Mitcham@fws.gov 
Joel Casagrande, National Marine Fisheries Service, Joel.Casagrande@noaa.gov  
Mary Hamilton, Central Coast Water Board, Mary.Hamilton@waterboards.ca.gov  
Todd Stanley, Central Coast Water Board, Todd.Stanley@waterboards.ca.gov 
Tamara Anderson, Central Coast Water Board, Tamara.Anderson@waterboards.ca.gov 
Diane Kukol, Central Coast Water Board, Diane.Kukol@waterboards.ca.gov 
Kim Sanders, Central Coast Water Board, Kim.Sanders@waterboards.ca.gov  
 
 
R:\RB3\Shared\401\Certifications\Santa Cruz\2021\34421WQ23 Pajaro Roughness Reduction\NOV CCWB\NOV 
PajaroRiverRoughReducNonfiler_final.docx 
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MS. KIM SANDERS 

895 Aerovista Place Suite 101 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Email:  Kim.Sanders@waterboards.ca.gov 

 

SUBJECT:  SANTA CRUZ COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER 

 CONSERVATION DISTRICT, ZONE 7, PAJARO RIVER ROUGHNESS 

 REDUCTION PROJECT, SANTA CRUZ COUNTY – REQUIREMENT TO 

 OBTAIN REGULATORY COVERAGE FOR DISCHARGES TO WATERS OF 

 THE STATE IN THE PAJARO RIVER  

Dear Ms. Sanders: 

 

The Santa Cruz County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (District) is responding 

to the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) letter, dated 

November 1, 2021, requiring submittal of a report of waste discharge within 60 days of the 

letter (which corresponds to December 31, 2021) for the 2022 through 2025 roughness 

reduction activities pursuant to the Water Code section 13260.  

 

The District is actively compiling the components required for the report of waste discharge 

(RWD) at this time.  The District anticipates completion of a RWD in spring 2022, aligning 

with the draft completion of the biological resources report that is being prepared in support of 

the stream maintenance program, which is concurrently under development by the District.  At 

this time, the District is unable to provide a complete RWD.  In an effort to respond in the 60-

day period allotted by Regional Board, the District is providing information below regarding 

the six items listed in the November 1, 2021 letter.  The Regional Board requirements are 

identified in italics.  

 

1. The proposed vegetation removal activities for 2022 through 2025.  

 

The District is in the process of developing a comprehensive description of vegetation 

trimming activities.  The District respectfully requests that the Regional Board 

acknowledge the method of vegetation trimming that does not include root system 

removal and therefore should not be characterized as full removal.  Trimmed vegetation 

is expected to regrow, based on District observations, and provide cyclical mitigation 

similar to the planting of new individuals, which would take time to grow to maturity. 

Because this is a multi-year program, careful consideration must be given to various 

 

 

701 OCEAN STREET, ROOM 410, SANTA CRUZ, CA  95060-4070 
(831) 454-2160    FAX (831) 454-2385    TDD (831) 454-2123 

 
 

FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT – ZONE 7 
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project components, such as methodology, onsite biological resources, access, and 

staging.  The District is considering these components and will provide a plan for 

vegetation trimming for the years 2022-2025 with the submittal of the RWD.  

 

2. Other proposed project activities (such as diversions, dewatering, debris removal, 

excavation, bank revetment, construction or use of access roads and staging areas, and 

stockpiling of materials).  

 

A description of other proposed project activities will be submitted along with the 

description of proposed vegetation trimming activities as described in item 1.  

 

3. The sequence of actions that will be taken to first avoid, minimize, and compensate for 

adverse impacts to waters of the state that cannot be practicably avoided or minimized.  

 

The District has evaluated and minimized adverse impacts to waters of the state.  The 

present approach to channel roughness reduction employs trimming of smaller growth 

and retaining mature trees at regular intervals to achieve required channel conveyance 

capacity.  The goal is to maintain a continuous semi-linear canopy of mature trees by 

retaining a minimum of 1 tree every 40 feet along the channel banks throughout the 

project area.  Additionally, all vegetation within the riparian buffer (within 5 feet of the 

low-flow channel) will be retained.  The District has also revised the initial proposal from 

conducting channel maintenance throughout the system to taking a phased approach, 

resulting in a reduction of vegetation trimming activities completed annually.  

 

The District maintains that planting new vegetation into the floodway is not appropriate 

compensatory mitigation and contrary to the objectives of the Project.  Planting new 

individuals is also not necessary given the potential for regrowth of trimmed cottonwood 

and willow species.  The District also maintains that the trash removal and homeless 

camp abatement program is critical to the overall health of the Pajaro River system and 

would not conflict with the beneficial uses assigned to the Pajaro River in the Water 

Quality Control Plan for the Central Coast Basin (Basin Plan), as this would result in the 

direct removal of pollutants from the watershed and provide an immediate benefit locally 

and downstream.  The District also maintains that the raptor program proposed as 

mitigation is also consistent with as implementation of the Basin Plan as the raptor 

program has resulted in a decreased use in rodenticide.  The raptor program is proving 

successful with a number of successful hatches documented in 2021 from the owl boxes 

installed prior to the 2020 nesting season.  Researchers have subsequently documented 

fewer rodent burrows, which supports a reduction in use of both rodenticide and 

fumigation (Bay Nature 2021).  Rodenticide and fumigants are chemical pollutants that 

can have adverse effects on water quality, beneficial uses, and the greater food chain as 

well as ecosystem health.  The District respectfully requests that the Regional Board re-

evaluate the position that the raptor program is not suitable compensatory mitigation.    

 

Additional details regarding the District’s plan for avoidance, minimization and 

mitigation will be provided with the RWD. 
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4. Demonstration that potential impacts will not contribute to a net loss of the overall 

abundance, diversity, and condition of aquatic resources in the watershed. 

 

Potential impacts of implementing the Project are limited to temporary impacts on water 

quality resulting from sedimentation.  The District’s objective is to balance flood capacity 

of the levee system with habitat protection.  The Project would result in a reduction of 

roughness within the Pajaro River levee system.  Vegetation would be cut, chipped, and 

placed within the maintenance corridor along the waterside levee toe.  Additionally, the 

District is preparing a biological resources report that will describe the potential for the 

Project to result in a loss of abundance or diversity.  

 

5. Demonstration that the discharge of waste will not violate water quality standards and will 

be consistent with all applicable water quality control plans and policies for water quality 

control. 

 

The Pajaro River (Hydrologic Unit 305) has 13 beneficial uses identified in the Basin 

Plan (RWQCB Central Coast Region 2017).  The beneficial uses include: Municipal and 

Domestic Supply (MUN), Agricultural supply (AGR), Industrial Service Supply (IND), 

Groundwater Recharge (GWR), Water Contact Recreation (REC-1), Non-Contact Water 

Recreation (REC-2), Wildlife Habitat (WILD), Cold Fresh Water Habitat (COLD), 

Warm Fresh Water Habitat (WARM), Migration of Aquatic Organisms (MIGR), 

Spawning, Reproduction, and/or Early Development (SPWN), Fresh Water 

Replenishment (FRSH), and Commercial and Sport Fishing (COMM).  

 

The Project is centered on the Pajaro River and the primary objective is to re-establish the 

flow capacity conveyance established by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) 

1949 Pajaro River Levee Project Operations and Maintenance Manual.  As previously 

described in conversations with the Regional Board, the current condition of the flood 

control system is overgrown with dense vegetation growth resulting in a high degree of 

channel roughness, and a system unable to appropriately convey flood flows, and 

therefore the potential to undermine the levee structure and result in deleterious impacts 

to life and property is real and imminent. 

 

Trimmed material, woody debris and slash will be chipped and placed above ordinary 

high water.  Some larger woody material could be retained within the low flow channel to 

improve fish habitat, migration, and early development.  Cut native species material is 

non-hazardous as it is carbon-based and biological in nature.  Any removed invasive 

species material would be disposed at a landfill or other appropriate facility.  Under 

Clean Water Act Section 303(d), the Pajaro River is a listed water body for sediment and 

nitrate, and nutrients.  Total maximum daily loads have been established but are not 

currently being met.  Pollutant levels of sediment, nutrients, pesticides, and fecal 

indicator bacteria are exacerbated by the degradation of aquatic and riparian habitat and 

changes in hydrogeomorphic processes in the Pajaro River system (USACE 2019).    

 

The Project will retain mature trees in the levee system as well as smaller growth within 

the riparian buffer and elsewhere when appropriate.  Further, the thinning of dense 
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vegetation thickets may encourage additional use by waterfowl and expand habitat for 

amphibian species by allowing emergent vegetation to occupy the low-flow cannel 

margins where thickets of shrubs presently prohibit emergent vegetation growth.  

 

6. Demonstration that the discharge of waste will not cause or contribute to significant 

degradation of the waters of the state. 

 

Project implementation would not cause nor contribute to a significant degradation of 

waters of the state as impacts associated with sedimentation related to equipment access 

would be minimal and temporary in nature.  Standard best management practices 

including utilization of existing access routes, re-fueling outside of the waters of the state, 

completing the project during periods of no flow or low-flow, and prohibiting equipment 

inside the active flowing channel would be adhered to as a matter of standard practice.  

 

The District will continue to assemble the information required by the Regional Board for a 

RWD for vegetation trimming activities anticipated and planned for 2022 through 2025.  The 

District continues to evaluate the Pajaro River system reaches in an effort to bring the system 

into compliance with flood conveyance requirements while minimizing adverse effects to the 

environment, including preserving beneficial uses of waters of the state.  

 

If you have questions about this letter, please do not hesitate to contact Antonella Gentile at 

antonella.gentile@santacruzcounty.us or (831)454-2632.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

________________________________  __________________________________  

Matt Machado Elizabeth Krafft 

District Engineer Deputy General Manager 

Santa Cruz County Flood Control  Monterey County Water Resources Agency 

and Water Conservation District, Zone 7 
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Project Santa Cruz and Monterey Counties California. Revised December 

2019Available: 

https://www.spn.usace.army.mil/Portals/68/docs/P%20and%20Programs/Pajaro/Pajaro%

20River%20Final%20GRR%20EA%20Feb%202019%20Revised%20Dec%202019.pdf?

ver=2020-06-18-141621-483 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 1949. Pajaro River Levee Project, Operations and 

Maintenance Manual. San Francisco District, USACE. 
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