
Restrictive 
Covenant
Education Project  

Board of  Supervisors

September 17, 2024

Scheduled Agenda Item No. 12

Presented by: Housing and 
Community Development, Civil 
Rights Office, Clerk/Recorder’s 
Office, Health Department, and 
Monterey County Free Libraries

1



Action:

• Receive an update on the status of:
• The County’s compliance with Assembly Bill 1466 regarding discriminatory 

restrictive covenants,

• The County’s restrictive covenants education project, and

• The County’s equity timeline.

• Provide direction to staff.
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Background
What is a covenant?

A legally enforceable restriction in a 
deed

What is a restrictive covenant?

A covenant that prohibits the selling 
or renting to people of a specific race 
or ethnic background

Used to segregate neighborhoods

 1948 Shelley v. Kraemer

 1968 Fair Housing Act
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Background

4

• Historic Advisory Committee – June 13, 2022 

• Equal Opportunity and Civil Rights Advisory Commission – July 20, 2022

• Health, Housing & Human Services Committee – August 18, 2022 

• Board of Supervisors – October 4, 2022

• Health, Housing & Human Services Committee – July 26, 2024



Purpose of  Restrictive Covenant 
Modification (RCM)

Restrictive Covenant Modification allows redacting blatant racial, religious, 
or other restrictive covenants from real property documents if such language 
violates fair housing laws.
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Restrictive Covenant Modification (RCM)

• The first phase of the AB 1466 project began in February 2023.

• As of September 13, 2024, the Recorder has:

• Submitted 6,250  documents to County Counsel for determination;
• Recorded six documents submitted by mail; and
• Recorded 6,016  documents submitted electronically.

• The entire AB 1466 project is expected to take approximately four to five years.
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Equity Timeline

Monterey County Equity Timeline -
https://maps.co.monterey.ca.us/portal/apps/storyma
ps/stories/0691e0d3f68649fe81bb7fcac01d3492
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Restrictive Covenant Education Project

• Maps data provided by the Recorder’s Office to highlight where 
restrictive covenants language has been found in deed documents. 
https://maps.co.monterey.ca.us/portal/apps/storymaps/stories/3fb26
27a6739478994b69c87b419e6dd
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Restrictive Covenant Education 
Project

• Historical review of restrictive covenants in Monterey 
County. 
https://maps.co.monterey.ca.us/portal/apps/storymaps/sto
ries/2807560dc775402c93d66e7f4a42c77a
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Monterey County Efforts

• Educational materials were distributed to the 
Monterey County Free Libraries and the four City 
Libraries in Monterey County.

• Materials were distributed to the libraries and 
will be displayed through the end of September 
2024 or longer.
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Recommendation:

• Receive an update on the status of:
• The County’s compliance with Assembly Bill 1466 regarding 

discriminatory restrictive covenants,

• The County’s restrictive covenants education project, and

• The County’s equity timeline; and

• Provide direction to staff.
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