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Adopt Resolution declaring a Shelter Crisis in Monterey County through December 31, 2018, in
accordance with Government Code Sections 8698 through 8698.2. (ADDED VIA ADDENDA)

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors:

Adopt a resolution declaring a Shelter Crisis in Monterey County through December 31, 2018, in
accordance with Government Code Sections 8698 through 8698.2.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

Homelessness is a serious and ongoing problem within the County of Monterey which requires
immediate action by the Board of Supervisors for the preservation of the public peace, health, and
safety. According to the 2017 Monterey County Homeless Census and Survey, the population
experiencing homelessness within the County of Monterey has increased by 23% since 2015, with a
57% increase being experienced in the City of Salinas. The presence of homeless encampments
and individuals living in vehicles along the side of this road without appropriate services has
resulted in serious health and safety problems, including crime and dumping of trash and refuse.

This declaration of a shelter crisis under Government Code Sections 8698 through 8698.2 provides
that the County “shall be immune from liability for ordinary negligence in the provision of
emergency housing pursuant to Section 8698.2. This limitation of liability shall apply only to
conditions, acts, or omissions directly related to, and which would not occur but for, the provision
of emergency housing. This section does not limit liability for grossly negligent, reckless, or
intentional conduct which causes injury.”

It also provides that the provisions of any state or local regulatory statute, regulation, or ordinance
prescribing standards of housing, health, or safety shall be suspended to the extent that strict
compliance would in any way prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the effects of the shelter
crisis. Political subdivisions may, in place of such standards, enact municipal health and safety
standards to be operative during the housing emergency consistent with ensuring minimal public
health and safety. The provisions of this section apply only to additional public facilities open to the
homeless pursuant to this chapter.’

With this declaration of a shelter crisis the County is able to allow homeless individuals and
families to utilize public facilities for housing during the duration of the state of emergency.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
The recommended declaration of shelter crisis in Monterey County has been reviewed and
approved as to form by County Counsel.
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FINANCING:
There is no impact to the County General Fund from this report.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS STRATEGIC INITIATIVES:

Homelessness is an issue that has compounding effects on those experiencing it and the average life
expectancy for individuals experiencing homelessness is 25 years less than those in stable housing.
This safe parking program provides a safe and sanitary short-term solution to homeless individuals
who are living in their vehicles while they are paired with support services that will assist them in
finding permanent housing. Services that support families in obtaining stable, permanent housing
create a pathway to other systems that can ultimately lead to better health and quality of life.

Mark a check to the related Board of Supervisors Strategic Initiatives
__Economic Development

__Administration

X Health & Human Services

__Infrastructure

__Public Safety

Prepared by: Margarita Zarraga, Community Affiliations Manager, x8492

Approved by: Elliott Robinson, Director Social Services, x4430

Attachments: Resolution
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Monterey County
Board of Supervisors

168 West Alisal Straet,
1st Floor
Salinag, CA 93501

Board Order 831.755.5066

Resolution No.: 17-509
Upon motion of Supervisor Adams, seconded by Supervisor Alejo and carried by those members
present, the Board of Supervisors hereby:

Adopted Resolution No. 17-509 declaring a Shelter Crisis in Monterey County through December 31,
2018, in accordance with Government Code Sections 8698 through 8698.2.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 5® day of December 2017, by the following vote, to wit:

AYES:  Supervisors Algjo, Phillips, Salinas, Parker and Adams
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

I, Gail T. Borkowski, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey, State of California, hereby certify that
the foregoing is a true copy of an original order of said Board of Supervisors duly made and entered in the minutes thereof of
Minute Book 80 for the meeting December 5, 2017

Dated: December 12, 2017 Gail T. Borkowski, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
File ID: RES 17-198 County of Monterey, State of California
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Before the Board of Supervisors in and for the
County of Monterey, State of California

Resolution No.: 17-509

Declaring the existence of a
Local Safe Parking Emergency )
Need within Monterey County.................

WHEREAS, throughout the incorporated and unincorporated area of Monterey County there is a
housing shortage for low-income individuals and families that results in a significant number of
such persons experiencing homelessness, living on the streets, in homeless encampments and/or
dwelling in their vehicles without the ability to obtain affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, the 2017 Monterey County Homeless Census and Survey, found that the
population experiencing homelessness within the County of Monterey has increased by 23%
since 2015, with a 57% increase being experienced in the City of Salinas

WHEREAS, in many communities across the State, including San Diego and Santa Cruz
counties there have been outbreaks of hepatitis A among homeless populations, with at least one
such infection occurring in Monterey County; and

WHEREAS, such inability to obtain shelter results in a threat to the health and safety of such
persons, particularly during times of inclement weather; and

WHEREAS, Government Code sections 8698 through 8698.2 permit Monterey County Board
of Supervisors to declare a “shelter crisis” upon finding that the foregoing circumstances exist;

and

WHEREAS, upon such declaration by Monterey County Board of Supervisors, the foregoing
statutes further allow the County to permit such persons without the ability to obtain housing to
occupy such designated public facilities for the duration of the shelter crisis.

WHEREAS, Monterey County is committed to ensuring children, families and individuals
experiencing homelessness have access to a safe shelter or location to use their vehicles as
shelter as they work on moving out of homelessness; and

WHEREAS, the Monterey County Board of Supervisors is committed to provide services such
as shelter and safe parking options to ameliorate and assist individuals and families to transition

to other housing options; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Monterey County Board of Supervisors as
follows:

1. The Board hereby finds that the foregoing recitals are true.
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2. Based upon such findings, the Board hereby declares pursuant to Government Code
sections 8698 through 8698.2 that a shelter crisis exists, and will continue to exist,
throughout the incorporated and unincorporated areas of Monterey County until
December 31, 2018.

PASSED AND ADOPTED upon motion of Supervisor Adams, seconded by Supervisor Alejo
and carried this 5® day of December 2017, by the following vote, to wit:

AYES:  Supervisors Alejo, Phillips, Salinas, Parker and Adams
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

I, Gail T. Borkowskd, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey, State of California, hereby
certify that the foregoing is a true copy of an original order of said Board of Supervisors duly made and entered in
the minutes thereof of Minute Book 80 for the meeting on December 5, 2017

Dated: December 12, 2017 Gail T. Borkowski, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
File Number: RES 17-198 County of Monterey, State of California
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