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GPZ090005 - MOSS LANDING COMMUNITY PLAN UPATE

Public workshop to finalize draft policy language in the following three areas of the Moss Landing 

Community Plan update:  1) Visual resources and community character; 2) Historic resources, and; 3) 

Tribal cultural & archaeological resources.

Project Location: North County Land Use Plan, Moss Landing Community Plan, Coastal Zone 

Proposed CEQA action: Statutorily exempt per Section 15262 of the CEQA Guidelines

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Planning Commission:

a. Find that this workshop is a planning study for possible future action which the commission has

not approved and qualifies as a Statutory Exemption per Section 15262 of the CEQA

Guidelines;

b. Receive a presentation, and provide direction to staff on proposed policy language for the

Moss Landing Community Plan update in the following three areas:

1. Visual resources and community character;

2. Historic resources; and

3. Tribal cultural & archaeological resources.

PROJECT INFORMATION:

Planning Fie Number: GPZ090005 

APN: Multiple (Moss Landing Community)

Project Location: Moss Landing Community Plan boundary area

Plan Area: North County Land Use Plan

OVERVIEW:

This workshop is the first of a series that will be held over the coming months at the Planning 

Commission to develop final policy language for the Moss Landing Community Plan (MLCP) update. 

The most recent draft of the MLCP update was completed and circulated in 2017.  The 2017 draft 

was never finalized or moved forward due to community concerns regarding their input not being fully 

addressed, as well as a significant loss in Planning Department staff.  
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In order to productively and efficiently navigate through these workshops, staff intends to focus 

conversation to specific policy areas only, rather than the discussing the entire MLCP update.  Each 

policy area will eventually be discussed, but the workshops are intended to limit the conversation to a 

set agenda of topics.  The policies intended for discussion at this workshop relate to: 

1. Visual resources and community character;

2. Historic resources, and;

3. Tribal cultural & archaeological resources.

The Moss Landing Community Plan is one chapter of the North County Land Use Plan (LUP). The 

draft policies presented for discussion are supplemental to the policies in the North County Land Use 

Plan and must be implemented in conjunction with the other LUP policies. As such, staff is providing 

the existing North County Land Use Plan policies (Exhibit F) corresponding to the topics being 

discussed at this workshop. The remainder of the LUP is not being updated at this time. These 

workshops are intended to provide an additional forum for public participation in drafting the Plan as 

well as allow policy makers, staff, and the public to discuss policy language prior to finalization of the 

revised draft MLCP. After all policies have been finalized by the Planning Commission, staff will 

develop corresponding regulations (Coastal Implementation Plan-CIP) and prepare and circulate an 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  Once this process has been completed, the Draft Plan, CIP and 

Final EIR will be brought back to the Planning Commission for a recommendation to the Board of 

Supervisors. 

The attached Discussion (Exhibit A) is meant to be the document that the policy discussion will work 

from.  It has been structured to focus the dialogue on policy updates by each specific topic, similar to 

the Moss Landing Community Meeting format. It includes simplified versions of policy text laid out in 

matrices that compare draft policy language from the 2017 update, staff’s current recommendations, 

and community suggestions gathered at recent community meetings. Redlined matrices are also 

attached for reference (Exhibits B - D). 

PLANNING COMMISSION DIRECTION:

Based on the suggested policy language presented, and discussions that will occur during the 

workshop, staff requests the Commission provide direction to finalize these policies.  Ultimately, this 

direction will allow staff to return to the Commission with a revised final draft update of the MLCP in 

order to move forward with drafting the corresponding CIP and EIR.

CEQA:

This workshop is intended to seek input and direction from the Planning Commission to develop policy 

language that will be considered at a later stage by the Board of Supervisors and California Coastal 

Commission. This information gathering qualifies for a statutory exemption from environmental review 

pursuant to Section 15262, Feasibility and Planning Studies, of the CEQA Guidelines. Furthermore, 

the workshop, and its outcome, is not a project as defined in Section 15378. The policies being 

developed will be analyzed in an Environmental Impact Report being prepared for Community Plan 

update.
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