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Board Referral

■ Receive a status update regarding stakeholder involvement 

and staff work on the Monterey County Illegal Dumping and 

Litter Abatement Task Force; and

■ Provide direction regarding amending Monterey County 

Code Chapter 10.41 to further  address litter and illegal 

dumping in Monterey County.  



Status Update:
Illegal Dumping in Monterey county

■ Illegal Dumping and Litter Abatement Task Force

– Formerly Monterey County Ad Hoc Illegal Dumping Task Force

– Created by County Administrative Officer on May 2, 1996

– Responsibilities include fact finding, public education, and 

recommendations to the Board of Supervisors

– Original members: Environmental Health, Sheriff, District Attorney, 

Public Works, CAO



What’s Wrong With Illegal Dumping?

• Harm to Public Health- Hazardous 

waste, drinking water contamination

• Environmental Interactions- Harm to 

Animals and Fish 

• Quality of Life- Creates Odor, Attracts 

Flies, Attracts More Illegal Dumping

• Clean-Up is very, VERY Expensive



Public Works Collected 
(2014- Present) :

• 21,424 Bags of Trash

• 2,397 Mattresses

• 4,256 Tires

• Disposal Cost $210,159.00

• Labor - $1,744,153.00 (+ overhead & equipment)



Who/what are we dealing with 
and Why?

■ Illegal dumping/litter due to 

– Lack of knowledge of low cost or no cost recyclable 

opportunities

– Individuals/businesses lack funds for disposal cost 

– Lack of affordable housing 

– Some people just don’t care

■ What are we dealing with?

– A large percentage of illegal dumped materials are 

recyclable items!

– Hazardous materials/waste (waste oil, road oils, 

unknowns etc.)

– Regulated items (tires, waste oils, pesticides)



What We are Doing- Our Solutions

■ Illegal Dumping and Litter Abatement 

Task Force (IDALATF)

Working group of local stakeholders 

who meet monthly to discuss and 

work on illegal dumping/litter issues.

■ Earth Day Events-

All of April is Earth Day Month with 

organized park and community 

clean-ups; tabling at local 

businesses with info on free disposal  

and recycling 



What We are Doing- Our Solutions

■ Disposal Vouchers

Issued 114 vouchers (2015-present) 

to the public to help with disposal 

costs for illegal dumping on private 

properties and open spaces. 

■ Solid Waste Vehicle Inspection Program

Annual routine inspection of all 

vehicles that transport solid waste on 

county roads



What We are Doing- Our Solutions
■ Online Resources

Apps that provide the public free and accessible 

reporting of illegal dumping/litter  

– Monterey County Connect

– Keep Monterey County Clean

– Salinas Connect



■ Utilize Appropriate Media

■ MOU

■ Illegal Dumping Brochure 

■ Farm & Ranch Grant 

What We are Doing- Our Solutions



■ IDALATF Accomplishments:

– Working forum of public 

agencies, non-profits, and 

citizens

– Coordinate community clean-up 

events

– Presentation to Farm Bureau 

members and farm workers

– Website

■ Illegal Dumping Ordinance 

What We are Doing- Our Solutions



Existing Regulations

■ Monterey County Code, Chapter 10.41.040 (A):

A person shall not throw or deposit, or cause to be thrown or deposited, any refuse 

upon any premises whatsoever except at a permitted disposal facility.

■ California Penal Code 374.3 (A):

It is unlawful to dump or cause to be dumped waste matter in or upon a public or 

private highway or road, including any portion of the right-of-way thereof, or in or upon 

private property into or upon which the public is admitted by easement or license, or 

upon private property without the consent of the owner, or in or upon a public park or 

other public property other than property designated or set aside for that purpose by 

the governing board or body having charge of that property. 



Illegal Dumping Ordinance 

■ Whistle blower incentive program

– Not an effective intervention strategy

– Requires coordination between DA, Sheriff and County Counsel

– No penalty fees

– Cumbersome

– Time consuming

■ Effective pro-active efforts and solutions

– Community education

– Access to resources

– Collaboration

– Focus on youth



 

Illegal Dumping and Litter Abatement 
Task Force Members

 



Recommendations:

■ Receive  a status update regarding stakeholder 

involvement and staff work on the Monterey County 

Illegal Dumping and Litter Abatement Task Force; 

and

■ Provide direction regarding amending Monterey 

County Code Chapter 10.41 to further address litter 

and illegal dumping in Monterey County.


