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February 18, 2020 
 
Ms. Jennifer Bodensteiner 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency  
1441 Schilling Place, North Building 
Salinas, CA 93901 
Via email: BodensteinerJM@co.monterey.ca.us 
 
Re:  Harvest Moon Development, Rossi Street, Salinas California 

Request for Quit Claim and new dedication 
 
Ms. Bodensteiner,  
 
I would like to thank you and Shaunna for meeting with me to discuss the Harvest Moon 
development project located on the west side of North Davis Road and West Rossi St. (APN 
261-011-026).  As we discussed, there are two fee strips that are reflective on title, that are in 
the interest of Monterey County WRA.  From our research, it does not appear that either fee 
strip follows the Markley Swamp lateral channel that exists today.  In addition, one of the fee 
strip conflicts with the proposed development.  The property ownership wished to correct this 
by dedicating a new fee strip, or easement which adequately follows the existing channel, 
in exchange for the Agency quit claiming the two prior fee strips (1918 and 1933). 
 
Enclosed you will find exhibits and documents outlining the background research and 
justification of why we feel this requests is warranted and reasonable.  Our research shows 
that the conflicting fee strip appears to have an error in the legal description, and is why it 
does not follow the existing channel.  Furthermore, there are portions of the channel that are 
not located within your fee strip, which the current land owners are willing to work with the 
Agency to correct.  The attached exhibits include our research and reasoning behind this, 
and I am happy to meet with you to answer any questions. 
 
We hope that staff can support this request and propose it to the Agency’s board for 
approval so the Agency’s has proper rights over the as built channel and the project may 
move forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Richard Weber, PE LS 
Principal 
 
Enclosures: 1) Exhibits (5 pages), 2) Volume 156 of Deeds at Page 203, 3) Volume 359 
Official Records at page 49, 4) Preliminary Title Report, 5) Record of Survey (32-Sur-109), 6) 
Assessor’s Parcel Map 
 
Cc: Mike Avila, Jeff Nohr, Tony Flores, Ricky Nguyen, Bob Erickson, Brent Buche, Shaunna Murray 
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DOCUMENT:

VOL 156 OF DEEDS AT PAGE 203 (1918)

AERIAL PHOTO: 10-25-1937 TO 11-12-1937

(SOURCE UCSC)

PLAN SHEET:  "MAP AND PROFILE OF MAIN

CANAL AND LATERALS, RECLAMATION DISTRICT

NO. 1665" (SHEET 30)

SURVEYORS NOTE: STATION LINE AND

STATIONING MATCH THE DESCRIPTION OF THE

1918 DEED WHICH BEARS "NORTHWESTERLY",

"2700 FEET" UP THE "CENTER OF MARKLEY

SWAMP", CONSISTENT WITH THE DELINEATION

ON THE 1917 MAP.

156-OR-203 (1918)

POB: STA. L 536+85

2700 LF IN

NORTHWESTERLY

DIRECTION
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DOCUMENTS:

AERIAL PHOTO: 10-25-1937 TO 11-12-1937

(SOURCE UCSC)

PLAN SHEET:  "MAP AND PROFILE OF MAIN

CANAL AND LATERALS, RECLAMATION DISTRICT

NO. 1665" (SHEET 12) 1932 CONSTRUCTED DITCH

(AS OF 1937)
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DOCUMENT:

VOL 359 OFFICIAL RECORDS AT PAGE 49 (1933)

AERIAL PHOTO: 10-25-1937 TO 11-12-1937

(SOURCE UCSC)

PLAN SHEET:  "MAP AND PROFILE OF MAIN

CANAL AND LATERALS, RECLAMATION DISTRICT

NO. 1665" (SHEET 12)

SURVEYOR NOTES:

ONE COULD SPECULATE THAT THE 1933 DEED,

WHICH  FOLLOWS THE 1932 CONSTRUCTED

DITCH WOULD SUPERCEDE OR REPLACE THE

1918 DEED WHICH WAS DESCRIBED AS "GOING

UP THE CENTER OF MARKLEY SWAMP".  WITH

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 1932 DITCH THIS

APPROXIMATED 1918 CONVEYANCE SHOULD

HAVE BEEN QUIT CLAIMED.

359-OR-49 (1933)

POB: PROCEEDS WITH

TWO  SPECIFIC COURSES

"ALONG THE CENTER OF

SAID NEW DITCH" (THE

SECOND COURSE IS

SUSPECT; COMMENCES

AT STA L 538+50

WE BELIEVE THE SECOND

COURSE OF THE LEGAL

DESCRIPTION (S20°40'W))

SHOULD BE S40°40'W; THIS

WOULD THEN TERMINATE AT

APPROXIMATELY THE

STATION REFERENCED IN THE

DEED.  IN ADDITION, FOR A

SURVEY IN 1933, A 4-MINUTE

DEFLECTION (THE DELTA

BETWEEN THE FIRST AND

SECOND ) WOULD BE

QUESTIONABLE.



© 2020 Microsoft Corporation © 2019 DigitalGlobe ©CNES (2019) Distribution Airbus DS 

MONTEREY COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

MCWRA TITLE RESEARCH EXHIBIT
HARVEST MOON AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYEE HOUSING PROJECT

Sheet 4 of 5

Civil Engineering
Land Surveying
6 Harris Court
Monterey, California
831.649.5225
whitsonengineers.comF E B .  7 ,  2 0 2 0

Project No.:3970.00

DOCUMENTS:

VOL 156 OF DEEDS AT PAGE 203 (1918)

VOL 359 OFFICIAL RECORDS AT PAGE 49 (1933)

AERIAL PHOTO: 2018 (SOURCE BING)

PLAN SHEET:  "MAP AND PROFILE OF MAIN

CANAL AND LATERALS, RECLAMATION DISTRICT

NO. 1665"

SURVEYOR NOTES:

ONE COULD SPECULATE THAT THE 1933 DEED,

WHICH  FOLLOWS THE 1932 CONSTRUCTED

DITCH WOULD SUPERCEDE OR REPLACE THE

1918 DEED WHICH WAS DESCRIBED AS "GOING

UP THE CENTER OF MARKLEY SWAMP".  WITH

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 1932 DITCH THIS

APPROXIMATED CONVEYANCE SHOULD HAVE

BEEN QUIT CLAIMED.

156-OR-203 (1918)

POB: STA. L 536+85

2700 LF IN

NORTHWESTERLY

DIRECTION

359-OR-49 (1933)

POB: PROCEEDS WITH

TWO  SPECIFIC COURSES

"ALONG THE CENTER OF

SAID NEW DITCH" (THE

SECOND COURSE IS

SUSPECT; COMMENCES

AT STA L 538+50

WE BELIEVE SECOND COURSE

SHOULD BE S40°40'W (AND

NOT S20°40'W); THIS WILL

TERMINATE AT

APPROXIMATELY THE

STATION REFERENCED IN THE

DEED.

HARVEST MOON PROPERTY

NOTE THIS FEE STRIPE

RUNS THROUGH

ANOTHER PROPERTY

AND IMPROVEMENTS
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DOCUMENTS:

AERIAL PHOTO: 2018 (SOURCE BING)

PLAN SHEET:  DRAFT OF HARVEST MOON SITE

PLAN

SURVEYOR NOTES:

RECOMMEND NEW DEDICATED OF FEE STRIP

OR EASEMENT TO FOLLOW THE AS GRADED

RECLAMATION DITCH LATERAL AND THE QUIT

CLAIM OF THE 1918 AND 1933 DEDICATIONS.

HARVEST MOON PROPERTY

ALIGNMENT TO FOLLOW

EXISTING DITCH LATERAL

LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT WITH

CITY OF SALINAS PARCEL
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State of California. 

Coun.ty of Monterey 

. . 

. . 
ss. 

On this 2nd da.y of October, A.D. 1917, before me, 

Fr.ank S.Cla.rk, a Notary Public in and. for the said county of Monterey,!6·-rsona.lly 

appeared Elton B.E:ebbron, knovm to me to be the same person whosename is sub

scribed to the within instrument, as a witness thereto, who, being by me duly. 

swom, deposed and said: that he resides in the County of· Monterey, State of 

Califor.nia; that he was present and saw P'.C .:.PETER.S'EN •••• personally knavn to 

him to be the same person described in, whose name is subscribed to'; and who 

executed the said within instrmnent as a :party thereto,sign the same; a.m. that 

the· said :e.c.Petersen duly acmowledged, in the presence o:f said a.ffie.nt, tmt 

he executed the same, and that he, the said affiant, thereupon, and at his 

request, subscribed his name as a witness thereto. Witn,ess my hand and official 

seal. Frank s .cla.:rk Notary Public in and for Monterey county ,State of California. 
· (Notarial Seal)· 

~eoorded at the Request o:f Reclsmation Dist .No 1665 Mar -2 1918 at 35 minut"e.s 

past 10 A.:M. 

>/
1 

F.N.C.RUSSELL 
et UA 

TO 

RECLAMATION DISTrtICT 
No. 1665 
------------------------

THIS INDENTURE, made the 5 dsy 

of January one thousa.J:ld. · nine hundred and 

eighteen BETWEEN F.N.C.Russell and Mary 

Russell his wife the parties of· tl:s· first 

pa.rt, and Reclamation District No.1665 of the State of California. the :party 

of the second :part, W'ITN'ESSETE: Tb.a. t the said :pa.rti es of ~he first part, in 

consideration of the snm of One dollars, gold coin of the United States of 

America, to them in hand paid by the said party o:f the second :part, the receipt 

whereof is hereby ackrlowledged, do by the'se presents, ~an t,bargain, s.nd sell 

'tll'.lto the said party o:f the second iJart, and to i·ts heirs and a.ssigns,forever, 

all that certain lot, :piece,or pa.reel of· 1$nd situ.ate in the County of Monterey, 

State of California., end bounded and described as follows, to-wit: 

A part of ,lo-ts 5 aJ:J.d 6 in ·E1 Sausal Rancho as per Lou G.:a:a.re' s Map o:f 

l...i:onte:rey County, comprising a strip of land seventy feet w-ide lying T::O.ii"ty-five 

feet on each side o:f the center lire of survey of Main Canal of Reclamation 

District No. 1~65. beginning at Engineers Station L ~22 ~50, said statiox.i. being 

at the point inhere the souther_ly sid.e of the Coi:mty Road leading northerly 

from- the Catholic Cemetery intersects the center of the channel of the water 
I 

course which carries the overflow waters from the Markley Swamp:- thence in 

a. general. Southeasterly direction 3500 :feet 11 a little mo:re or 1 ess, parallel 

with and 35 feet fro::n the northerly boUlld.a.ries of the lends o:f F.N. c.Ru.ssell 
' 

and. Mary .Ann Nunes et al, an.d the s P R R ri~t of_ VJa.y;( the:nce ·1eaving s ? ?. R 
, I 

right of way and. running easterly up the cente'r of the Carr Ditch to Engine era 

station 563flO in the easterly bomlctary of the Markley tract, conta.ini.ng 
I 
I 

1 

' 1, : 

i 
I 

' ' ' . 
! 
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52 
6 ~ acres of land, also:- A part of Lot 6 in El Sausel Rancho es per Lou G.Rare's 

Ma.:p o:f Monterey County com:prising a strip of land 50 feet wide lying 15 feet on 

each Side o:f the following described center line: Beginning at Station L 536'.f-85 

of the survey of the Main Canal of Reclamation District No. 1665; thence up the 

center of Ma.rkl ey Swamp in a northeasterly direction 2700 feet, a. little more 

or less, to a. point in the boundary line between David Jacks Corporation and. 

Thod.a. Sherwood et al containing 186 acres o:f land 

All of which is more fully described and set forth on Sheets Nose 12, 13 and 30 , 

of "Map and Profile af' Main Canal and Laterials, Reclamation District No~ 1665 - . 

on file in the office of the County Recorder of Monterey cou.nty ,California to which · 

sheets a.n.d. map :re:fe:rence is here.by made, as and f'o:r the purposes o:f a. canal or 

ditch for the uses of the party of the second :part . 

TO~TEER with the tenements, heredi tam.en ts and a.p:purtena.nce.s thereunto 

belonging or appertaining 7 a.nd the reversion and. reversions, remai·nd.er and 

remainders, rents, issues and profits thereof'. 

TO RAVE .AND TO BOLD, the said. ~xemises, together with the appurtenances,unto 

the said ~a.rt of the second part, and to heirs and assigns forever -- --~ 

IN WITNESS WBEREOF, the said part·,· of the first part, ha here"O.nto set 
~~ ~~ 

hand the day and year first above written. ---
Signed and.~Delivered. in the Presence of 

Elton B.E:ebbron 

State of California. 

County of :i:Eonte:rey .. . 
ss. 

F.N. a.Russell 

On this 12th a.ay of January, A.D. 1918,. before me, 

Frank S.Cla.rk, a :rotary Public in an.a. for the said County of Monterey ,personally 

e.:p:peared. Elton B.E:ebbron, known to me to be the1 same person whose name is sub-

scribed to the within instrument, as a. witness thereto, who 7 being by me, duly 

sworn, deposed and said: that he resides in the County of Monterey,State of 

California; that he was present and saw F.N.C.RUSSELL and M.ARY RUSSELL, his 

wife, pe.rs ac.a.lly knovm to him to be the same persons described. in, whose names are 

subscribed to,·a.na who executea t:be said within instri:mient as parties thereto, 

sign the sa.ijo.e; and that the said F. N. C~ RUSSELL and M:ARY RUSSELL, his ,wi:fe, 
, 

duly acknowledged, in the :presence o·f said affiant, tha~they executed the s<:me, 

and that he, the said affiant, thereupon, and at their request ,subscribed. his name 

as a witness thereto. Witness my hand and official seal. Frank S.Cla.rk 1Notary 

:Public in and for Monterey·County,State of Celifornia ••• (No'W.rial SeaJ.) 

V-
v' Filed. :f'or Record a.t the Request of Reclamation Di st No. 1665 Mar -2 1918 at 36 

min.:past 10 o'clock A.M. 
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THIS INDENTURE, made the 28th day of February, one thousand nine hundrea and 

thirty-three 1 

BETWEEN STANLEY F. RUSSELL, of Salinas, Monterey County, California, the party 

of the first part, and RECLJUl1ATION DISTRICT NO, 1665, of Monterey County, Cali-

fornia, vhe party of the second part, 

49 

VIITNESSETH: That the l'aid party of the first part, in consideration of a 

valuable consideration rendered by the part:r of the second part, the receipt where

of is hereby acknowledged, does by these presents, grant, bargain, and sell unto 

the said party of the second part, and to its heirs and assigns forever, all that 

certain lot, piece or parcel of land situate in the Rancho El Sausal, County of 

Monterey, State of California, and bounded and described as follows, to wit: 

A portion of that certain 120.59 acre tract conveyed by Mary R. Russell to 

Stanley Francis Russell, by deed of record in Volume 317 Official Records, at Page 

437, therein Monterey County Records, Calif., and being a strip of land 40 feet 

wide, lying 15 feet in width northwesterly, and 25 feet in width, southeasterly 

Of the following described survey line which is the center of the present drainage 

ditch, constructed by Reclamation District No .• 1665, during June, 1932, as follows, 

Commencing at station on the northern line of said Russell 120,59 acre tract, 

in the center of said drainage ditch, and from which a fence post marked CNT,C,17, 

standing at the northwest corner 01· said 120.59 acre tract, bears N. 66° 33' w., 
309.5 feet distant and running thence along the center of said new ditch, 

(l) s. 20° 35' W. 1 1050 feet to an angle point, thence, 

(2) s. 20° 40' W. 1 1510 feet to station in the center of the Main Canal of 

Reclamation District No. 1665 1 at or about Engineers Station 53Bt50 of the survey 

of center line of said Main Canal. 

Containing 2.35 acres of land. 

TOGETHb.'R with the tenements, hereditaments, and appurtenances thereunto be

longing or appertaining, and the ~aversion and reversions, remainder and remainders 

rents, issues, and profits thereof. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises, together with the appurtenances, unto 

the said party of the second part, ari.~ to its heirs and assigns forever. 

As and for the purpose of a canal or drainage ditch, and the appurtenances 

thereto, and the uses of the party of the second part. 

IN WITNESS '\'IHEREOF, the said pa:;:ty of the first part has hereunto set his hand 

the day and year first above written. 

SIGNED A.ND DELIVERED IN THE STANLEY F. RUSSELL 

PRESEliCE OF __ _ 

I, W. E. PLASKETT of the County of Monterey, State of Cal.ifoniia holder of that 

certain mortgage made August 22, 1932, recorded August 22, 1932, in Volume 341 

Official Records, at page 215 therein, Monterey County Records, California, hereby 

consent to the making of this instrument and agree that said mortgage shall be 

subsequent to this deed. Dated February 28, 1933. 

W. E. PLASKETT 

Administrator
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EXHIBIT "A" 
Legal Description 

(continued) 

6) South 15° 49' West, 66 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 11; thence 

7) South 0° 11' East, 21.5 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 1 O; thence 

8) South 6° 16' East, 114.8 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 9; thence 

9) South 6° 04' West, 70.6 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 8; thence 

10) South 20° 24' West, 69.8 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 7; thence 

11) South 37° 19' West, 45.5 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 6; thence 

12) South 59° 04' West, 159 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 5; thence 

13) South 52° 39' West, 114.6 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 4; thence 

14) South 47° 49' West, 156.5 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 3; thence 

15) South 55° 09' West, 67.8 feet to a 4 x 4 survey post marked 2; thence 

Title No.: FWMN-5211900237-RS 
Update: C 

16) North 70° 44' West, 1577.2 feet to the place of beginning, being a portion of the Rancho El Sausal. 

Excepting therefrom that 6.52 acre portion thereof conveyed by F.N.C. Russell, et ux, to Reclamation District No. 
1665, by deed dated January 5, 1918 recorded in Volume 156 of Deeds at Page 203, Monterey County Records. 

Also Excepting therefrom that portion thereof conveyed by Stanley F. Russell to Reclamation District No. 1665 by 
deed dated February 28, 1933 recorded in Volume 359 of Official Records at Page 49, Monterey County Records. 

Also excepting therefrom that portion thereof conveyed by Mildred Russell, as Administratrix of the Estate of 
Stanley F. Russell, deceased, to Fred Parson, by deed dated December 30, 1935, recorded January 3, 1936 in 
Volume 460, Official Records at Page 359, Monterey County Records. 

Also excepting therefrom that 2.478 acre tract conveyed by Guerino Quattrin, et al, to C.C. Salmina, et ux, by deed 
d_ated August 24, 1950 and recorded August 25, 1950 in Volume 1241 Official Records at Page 34, Monterey 
County Records. 

Also excepting therefrom that 0.355 acre tract conveyed by Guerino Quattrin to Southern Pacific Company, a 
corporation, by deed dated April 24, 1956 and recorded May 1, 1956 in Volume 1703, Official Records, Page 273, 
Monterey County Records. 

Also excepting therefrom that certain parcel of land conveyed to Salinas, a municipal corporation, recorded 
December 7, 1979 in Reel 1377, Official Records, Page 55. 

Also excepting therefrom that portion thereof conveyed to Salinas, a municipal corporation, recorded October 13, 
1985 in Reel 1895, Page 162, Official Records. 

Also excepting therefrom that portion thereof conveyed to Boronda County Sanitation District, recorded June 30, 
1986 in Reel 1972, Page 169, Official Records. 

CL TA Preliminary Report Form - Modified (11.17.06) 
SCA0002402.doc I Updated: 07 .10.19 4 
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