
MONTEREY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Date: June 23, 2023 Department: Social Services 

TITLE: Receive a report on the Food Bank for Monterey County long-term funding needs and authorize a 

contract to be negotiated in the amount of $500,000. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors: 

a. a. Consider receiving a report on the Food Bank of Monterey County long-term funding needs per

Supervisor Phillip's Board Referral #2020.14; and

b. Authorize the Department of Social Services to negotiate a contract with the Food Bank for Monterey

County in an amount not to exceed $500,000. This amount is inclusive of any disaster response funding

discussed or agreed upon between the Food Bank for Monterey County and the Emergency Operations

Center.

SUMMARY: 

On April 14, 2020, the Board of Supervisors approved the Department of Social Services establishing a 

management liaison with the Food Bank for Monterey County to assist the County in coordinating resource 

needs and planning to address increased hunger due to the COVID-19 Pandemic; and, to independently assess 

longer-term funding needs of the Food Bank to address hunger, with the understanding that the economic 

impact from the Pandemic will extend beyond shelter-in-place orders. On April 21, 2020, the Board approved 

the allocation of $250,000 to fund the Food Bank (This was in addition to $250,000 allocated on March 24, 

2020). The Department of Social Services was asked to return to the Board with a projection of Food Bank 

needs across the next 6-12 months per Board Referral 2020. I 4. 

OPTIONS FOR CONS ID ERA TION 

Below are options to consider for addressing additional support for the Food Bank for Monterey County: 

1) Provide an additional $3.4 million in Discretionary County General Funds for the Food Bank of

Monterey County.

Estimates from the Food Bank for Monterey County of longer-term needs are: $3.4 million for the next

6 months, $6.4 million for the next 12 months and $9.2 million for the next 18 months. The Food Bank

did not provide sufficient information that would allow the County's management liaison to

independently assess this request.

2) Provide the Food Bank for Monterey County with an additional $500,000 (inclusive of any agreement

with the Emergency Operations Center for Federal Emergency Management Agency funding) as bridge

funding with contractual obligations that the Food Bank for Monterey County:

a. Support the County in developing an independent assessment of needs

b. Provide information on all food distribution sites and schedules to the County Emergency

Operations Center; and

c. Shall allow a management liaison of the County's choosing to have on-site access to program
and financial records held by the Food Bank.

This additional $500,000 financed through the Cannabis assignment fund would support the Food Bank 

in restoring its inventory, facilitate the establishment of meaningful coordination with the County's 

response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, and allow for an independent assessment of Food Bank needs as 











ATTACHMENT 1 

issued on April 12th. The April supplement issued on May 10th reached 10,914 households with 

a total supplement of $1,994,625. The May supplement issued on June 141
" reached 11,792 

households with a total supplement of $2,220,325. The total additional support to needy 

household is expected to be approximately $GM through June. This supplemental benefit will 

continue until such a time as the Secretary for Health and Human Services rescinds the public 

health emergency declaration. 

• Pandemic-EST

Families whose children are eligible for the Free and Reduced Lunch Program at their schools 

will get up to $365 per eligible child on their P-EBT card to use on food and groceries. This 
amounts to the value of the school lunch program for each child for the period between March 

and June when the children would otherwise have been participating in the Free and Reduced 

Lunch Program. Families with children who receive CalFRESH, Medi-Cal or Foster Care benefits 

were not required to apply for the benefit. Families who are not receiving these benefits will 

have to complete an application by June 30th. According to the California Department of 

Education there are 56,299 children eligible for the Free and Reduced Lunch Program in 

Monterey County- this represents 72.7% of the total K-12 school enrollment. 1.8 million P-EBT 

cards were issued out for the State of Califironia.

• Great Plates

Provides up to 3 meals per day from local restaurants for eligible seniors who are 65 and older 

and adults 60-64 who are at high-risk, as defined by the CDCl and who are unable to access 

meals while staying at home and are ineligible for other nutrition programs. Additionally, the 

program supports local restaurants who are struggling to remain open due to COVID-19 

Pandemic. There are 125 eligible seniors currently receiving meals under the Monterey County 

Program. 

Food Bank for Monterey County 

The income limit for the Emergency Food Assistance Program is approximately 230% of poverty. 

There is no residency requirements. Recipients of assistance are required to self-certify that their 

income falls within the income guidelines. There is no verification requirement. Distribution sites for 

the month of May from the Food Bank's website are attached. 

There are two national expansions to the Emergency Food Assistance Program that were included in 

the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act 

• Additional Funding for The Emergency Food Assistance Program

The Families First Corona Virus Response Act provides California with an additional $48 million

in funding for The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) which is used to support local
food banks throughout the State. It appears from publically available State documents that the

Food Bank for Monterey County receives an allocation of roughly 1.5% of the Statewide,

resulting in an estimate of $670,000 for the Food Bank of Monterey County. It is anticipated this

additional funding will be distributed sometime in June.








