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POLICY 20 OF THE DEL MONTE FOREST LAND USE PLAN 

(effective February 7, 2018) 

Indigenous Monterey cypress habitat is an environmentally sensitive habitat area within the Del 

Monte Forest, and is presumed present within and adjacent to the area mapped in Figure 2a.  

All proposed development in this area shall be accompanied by a coordinated 

biological/arborist report prepared in consultation with the Del Monte Forest Conservancy and 

consistent with Policies 12 and 16, a primary purpose of which shall be to determine: the 

Monterey cypress habitat portion of the site; the “critical habitat area” for the site (i.e., the 

portion of Monterey cypress habitat on the site that is to be avoided to protect against potential 

damage or degradation of cypress habitat, including the microhabitat of individual cypress 

trees); the relative habitat sensitivity of all parts of the site, ranked from the highest sensitivity 

to the lowest sensitivity in terms of potential adverse impacts from development; the ways in 

which the cypress habitat portion of the site, the critical habitat area and the relative habitat 

sensitivity rankings relate to adjacent and surrounding habitat areas; and the measures to best 

protect Monterey cypress habitat on the site and overall, including on-site (and potentially off-

site) restoration and enhancement measures.  The critical habitat area shall at a minimum be 

defined by a 10-foot buffer applied to the outermost driplines (i.e., the tree canopies) of all of 

the Monterey cypress trees on and adjacent to the site, but shall also include any other areas on 

site that are deemed critical to preservation of existing cypress trees on and off site, or that are 

to be avoided due to high habitat sensitivity and/or cypress habitat preservation purposes for 

other reasons. 

All development in and adjacent to the Monterey cypress habitat mapped in Figure 2a shall be 

carefully sited and designed to avoid potential damage or degradation of Monterey cypress 

habitat, including the microhabitat of individual cypress trees, and shall be required to include 

measures that will enhance Monterey cypress habitat values.  All use and development in or 

adjacent to indigenous Monterey cypress habitat areas shall be compatible with the objective of 

protecting this environmentally sensitive coastal resource.  All improvements (such as 

structures and driveways, etc.) shall be carefully sited and designed to avoid potential damage 

and/or degradation of Monterey cypress habitat, including the microhabitat of individual 

cypress trees.  Open space conservation and scenic easements are required for all undeveloped 

areas of a site within the Monterey cypress habitat area, and such easements shall be secured 

consistent with Policy 13. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This page intentionally left blank.  




