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PLN180362 (Eaton [AT&T Mobility]) 
CEQA Comments regarding Initial Study 

Review period of September 17, 2020 through October 19, 2020 
 

1. September 19, 2020 – Janis Lou Dickinson 
2. October 2, 2020 – Pamela Silkwood, Horan Lloyd 
3. October 4, 2020 – Dr. Walter Koenig 
4. October 14, 2020 – Janis Dickinson 
5. October 14, 2020 – Janis Dickinson 
6. October 14, 2020 – Michael Caddell 
 

 
7. October 19, 2020 (11:06 PM) – Tony Keppelman & Carol Kuzdenyi (Outside of review period) 
8. October 19, 2020 (11:30 PM) – Tony Keppelman & Carol Kuzdenyi (Outside of review period) 
9. October 19, 2020 (11:47 PM) – Tony Keppelman & Carol Kuzdenyi (Outside of review period) 

 
 



















To:	John	Dugan,	Chief	of	Planning,	County	of	Monterey	Resource	Management	Agency	
email:		CEQAcomments@co.monterey.ca.us		
From:		Janis	Dickinson	for	31-Member	Jamesburg	Viewshed	Association,	37503	Tassajara	
Road,	Carmel	Valley,	CA.		jld84@cornell.edu	
Re:	Eaton	Robert	W	[AT&T	Mobility],	File	Number	PLN180362	
Date	of	email:		12	October	2020	
Date	hardcopies	sent:		13	October	2020	
	
As	leader	of	the	31-member	Jamesburg	Viewshed	Association,	I	would	like	to	register	our	
opposition	to	the	negative	declaration	on	the	60’	cell	tower	proposed	under	Monterey	
County	plan	#180362	(ATT/Eaton).		We	were	disappointed	that	the	planning	department	
ignored	their	original	recommendations	of	multiple,	smaller	(35’)	towers,	which	would	
have	protected	the	viewshed	and	better	served	our	community.	We	support	installation	of	
cell	towers	in	our	community	consistent	with	what	has	already	been	done	for	existing	
towers	along	Carmel	Valley	Road,	none	of	which	impair	the	viewshed.		We	believe	that	we	
need	multiple,	smaller	(35-40’)	towers	in	the	areas	of	Cachagua,	Tassajara	Road,	and	
Carmel	Valley	Road,	and	that	these	should	be	designed	in	a	coordinated	fashion	to	provide	
service	along	the	roads	and	for	our	residences	and	businesses.	This	would	improve	
coverage	and	safety	over	what	a	single,	oversized	tower	would	provide	and	would	be	
consistent	with	the	Cachagua	Area	Plan	and	Monterey	County	regulations	regarding	the	
public	viewshed.	Shorter	towers	placed	strategically	would	not	require	an	environmental	
impact	assessment	and	would	likely	not	be	subject	to	a	CEQA	lawsuit.		We	believe	that	the	
proposed	tower	location	could	work,	but	only	at	the	lower	height	as	recommended	in	the	
planner’s	letter	to	the	ATT	Representative	on	January	23,	2020.		Without	additional	towers,	
coverage	from	this	one	tower	would	still	be	poor;	it	would	cover	a	small	section	of	the	
roadway;	it	would	give	better	coverage,	but	mostly	to	those	who	already	have	some	
coverage.	We	outline	our	rationale	for	reverting	to	the	recommendation	for	a	shorter	tower	
below.		We	also	request	that	the	planning	meeting	be	accessible	via	Zoom	as	many	of	us	are	
over	65.	
	
The	biggest	problem	with	the	proposed	site	is	that	it	does	not	comply	with	Section	
21.64.31).C.	I	of	the	Monterey	County	Code,	which	“requires	wireless	communication	
facilities	to	“comply	with	all	applicable	goals,	objectives	and	policies	of	the	general	
plan,	area	plans,	zoning	regulations	and	development	standards.”	 

a. Carmel Valley Road was proposed for a scenic highway designation in the 1982 
General Plan.  

b. According to the Cachagua Area Plan 40.1.2 (C), “To enhance and maintain 
sensitive visual resources, the County shall pursue measures to designate Carmel 
Valley Road as a scenic county route.” 

c. Simply stated, the project must not create a visual impact (with consideration of 
proximity and duration) when viewed with normal, unaided vision from Carmel 
Valley Road and Tassajara Road, which are considered highly visually sensitive 
in Figure 12 of the General Plan. 

d. The balloon test at 50’ ( done in August 2019) was so far above ridgeline and so 
tall compared to anything nearby, that no disguise will help to ameliorate the 
visual impact of a tower even at the lowest height tested. The site constitutes 



ridgeline development and LUAC is obligated to protect the scenic view in 
accordance with the Cachagua Area Plan. Allowing a monopine tower in the 50-
100’ size range would not meet the criteria of no visual impact, hence, a case for a 
variance cannot be made. We believe that the visual impacts of a 35’ tower could 
be mitigated, but the disguise would have to be very good and fit with the habitat 
and a CEQA analysis would have to be done.  

 
	
In	addition,	we	call	attention	to	possible	errors	in	the	data	that	were	used	in	the	negative	
declaration:	
	
1. The	sixty	foot	tower	does	not	add	much	coverage	to	the	area	the	tower	would	serve,	

which	already	has	coverage	from	Palo	Escrito,	and	it	will	serve	a	very	small	section	of	
the	Cachagua	Valley.		Is	AT&T	no	longer	going	to	use	the	tower	on	Palo	Escrito?	

2. The	second	site	(site	B)	was	not	properly	evaluated	for	its	suitability,	despite	the	fact	
that	it	was	acceptable	based	on	the	balloon	test.		At	the	LUAC	meeting	it	was	pointed	
out	that	the	Tom	Johnson’s	(AT&T	Rep)	coverage	maps	showed	as	good	coverage	for	
the	second	site	as	for	the	chosen	site	further	up	the	ridgeline.	The	ATT	Rep	then	said	
that	the	engineers	wouldn’t	approve	it,	but	he	did	not	provide	any	rationale	for	their	
objections.		The	site	is	reached	using	the	same	private	road	that	would	be	used	to	access	
the	main	site.		We	believe	that	an	engineer	who	is	not	a	vested	interest	in	the	project	
should	evaluate	the	suitability	of	the	second	site.	Otherwise,	the	county	is	merely	taking	
the	rep’s	word	that	it	is	unsuitable.		

3. We	examined	the	coverage	maps	for	site	A,	the	site	being	considered	in	November	2020	
by	the	planning	commission.		When	we	overlaid	the	maps	for	the	50	foot	tower	onto	
that	of	the	75	foot	tower,	we	found	that	shortening	the	tower	had	a	trivial	impact	on	the	
coverage	(Figure	1).		Given	the	low	housing	density	of	the	area,	the	difference	in	
coverage	would	not	make	any	substantive	difference	to	the	community	being	served.			
Figure	1	illustrates	the	overlay	of	the	two	maps	and	begs	the	question	of	whether	a	35-
40	foot	coverage	map	(preferably	provided	and	signed	off	on	by	an	outside	contractor)	
would	be	comparable.	
	
	
	
See	Figure	1	on	next	page	

 



	
	
Figure	1.		Overlay	of	50’	on	75’	map	provided	by	Johnson	at	CLUAC	showing	trivial	loss	of	
coverage	with	a	shorter,	50’	tower,	including	areas	along	Carmel	Valley	Road.			

	
	
4. The	plan	is	still	to	use	a	propane	generator	for	the	tower,	which	is	a	fire	threat.		We	

proposed	a	non-hydogen	fuel	cell,	which	is	safer	and	more	likely	to	enable	continued	
service	in	a	wildfire.	
	

5. Comments	on	negative	declaration:	
	

Page	14	of	the	discussion	of	the	environmental	checklist	reads,	“The	application	first	came	
in	requesting	approval	of	a	100-foot	monopole	disguised	as	a	pine.		This	is	not	true.		The	
original	plan	was	for	an	undisguised	tower.			



Page	14	also	says	“Cachagua-LUAC	mobilized	the	community,	inviting	citizens	to	
strategically	place	themselves	at	public	viewing	areas	along	Carmel	Valley	Road	where	
the	balloon	could	be	seen	potentially.”		C-LUAC	played	no	role.		This	effort	was	initiated	
by	the	Jamesburg	Viewshed	Association,	an	unincorporated	group	of	residents.	

P15	1b	–	No	impact.		Here	the	declaration	says	that	the	project	is	not	in	view	of	a	California	
Scenic	Highway,	however,	it	fails	to	mention	that	Carmel	Valley	Road	has	been	
proposed	as	a	scenic	highway	since	1982	and	the	county’s	reluctance	to	act	on	this	
proposal	is	why	it	has	not	been	designated	as	such.	

P.15(a),	and	(d)	–	less	than	significant	impact.	
	 The	county’s	argument	here	is	that	no	lighting	will	be	allowed,	however,	because	the	

project	is	on	a	ridge,	it	is	up	to	the	FCC	to	decide	whether	there	will	be	lighting	atop	the	
tower	day	and	night	to	protect	planes	from	crashing	into	it.	This	decision	has	yet	been	
made	by	the	FCC.			 	

 
“The FCC has been given the authority by Congress to require the painting and/or illumination of 
antenna towers when it determines that such towers may otherwise constitute a menace to air 
navigation. 47 U.S.C. § 303(q). The FCC's rules governing antenna tower lighting and painting 
requirements are based upon the advisory recommendations of the FAA, which are set forth in two 
FAA Advisory Circulars. 47 CFR §§ 17.21-17.58. Although the FAA's lighting and painting standards 
are advisory in nature, the FCC's rules make the standards mandatory. The standards and 
specifications set forth in these FAA documents are incorporated by reference into the FCC's rules, 
making these advisory standards mandatory for antenna towers.The FCC always requires an FAA 
determination that an antenna tower will not pose an aviation hazard before it will grant permission to 
build that antenna tower. Information required on the FCC construction permit form advises the FCC 
staff as to whether such a tower location or height is involved. The FAA's determination takes into 
consideration the location and height of the proposed tower, and its safety lighting and marking.” 
	
The	county’s	other	argument	here	is	that	the	tower	is	visible	for	about	0.5	mile	of	Carmel	
Valley	Road	but	is	distant	from	the	road	and	thus	does	not	make	a	significant	visual	impact,	
however,	the	negative	declaration	fails	to	mention	that	the	tower	is	within	~0.2	mile	of	
Tassajara	Road,	which	is	also	a	proposed	scenic	roadway	in	the	Cachagua	Area	Plan.		
Further,	the	images	used	as	evidence	in	the	negative	declaration	are	panoramas,	which	
minimize	the	visual	impact.	Our	group	took	photographs	on	both	Carmel	Valley	and	
Tassajara	Roads.	Here	are	photos	of	the	balloon	test	from	each	road.	
	
See	figures	2	and	3	on	next	page	



	
Figure	2.		Height	of	50’	balloon	as	seen	from	Tassajara	Road	<0.2	miles	from	the	proposed	
cell	tower.	The	50’	level	is	designated	by	the	red	dot	to	the	left	of	the	arrow	tip.	

	
Figure	3.		Image	of	50’	balloon	test	as	seen	from	Carmel	Valley	Road,	which	allowed	us	to	
place	an	image	of	a	monopine	60’	tall.		This	shows	that	the	visual	impact	will	be	greater	
than	depicted	in	the	negative	declaration.	





Overlay	of	50’	map	on	75’	map.		Both	maps	were	provided	by	AT&T	Rep	Tom	Johnson	at	the	Cachagua	LUAC	
meeFng.		The	pale	green,	pale	yellow,	and	pale	blue	colors	show	coverage	indoors,	in	vehicle,	and	outdoors	for	
both	a	50’	and	75’	tower,	meaning	both	provide	coverage	in	those	areas.	Darker	green,	yellow,	and	blue	colors	
indicate	small	areas	where	coverage	at	75’	is	beJer	than	at	50’.	Thin	lines	at	the	interface	of	dark-light	colors	
represent	minute	scale	error	due	to	imperfect	manual	overlay	of	the	two	maps.		Close	inspecFon	shows	trivial	
loss	of	coverage	going	from	75’	to	50’.		This	begs	the	quesFon	of	whether	a	shorter	35’	tower	as	suggested	by	
the	county	in	January	2020	would	provide	the	same	coverage	as	the	proposed	60’	tower.	
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connections, zoning compatibility, minimal or no visual impact, liability and risk assessment, site 
acquisition, maintenance and construction costs.”

I recognize the need to find solutions that represent a balancing of competing interests (I am also a 
Forest & Beach Commissioner for the City of Carmel and we frequently have to reconcile conflicting 
viewpoints), but there has to be sufficient information and due diligence in the record to allow the 
decision makers to reach the correct determination. That does not appear too be the case in this 
instance.

In addition to the visual impact concerns, we reiterate the  concerns expressed by us and others 
about the traffic impact to service the tower, the fire risks of a fuel tank, and the additional impact of 
lighting on the tower (if required).

I will attend the LUAC meeting on Wednesday evening and look forward to a full discussion of these 
issues. 

Best regards. Mike Caddell





Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael A. Caddell" <mac@caddellchapman.com>
Subject: PLN180362--EATON ROBERT W (AT&T MOBILITY)

mailto:mac@caddellchapman.com


Subject: PLN180362--EATON ROBERT W (AT&T MOBILITY)
Date: June 6, 2019 at 7:16:26 PM EDT
To: Ted Lopez <lopezs@co.monterey.ca.us>
Cc: Craig Spencer <spencerc@co.monterey.ca.us>, Brandon Swanson 
<swansonb@co.monterey.ca.us>

Dear Mr. Lopez:

My wife, Cynthia Chapman, and I own the property located at 38637 Tassajara Road in Carmel 
Valley. We are located on the ridge adjoining the proposed AT&T cell tower. 

As you can see from the photograph below, the proposed site, as well as the alternative, are very 
visible from the deck that we built on our property at the location where we intend to build a home. 

X marks the proposed location of the cell phone tower– which is on the absolute summit of the 
adjoining ridge, and which would position the cell tower to be silhouetted against the horizon. I have 
not attempted to insert a mock up of the tower, but could do so if needed. Obviously, it will be a 
huge eyesore from our property.

Even the alternative location, marked as Y on the photo, which is only a few feet down from the 
summit, would still be a blight on our view, particularly if the proposed height of the cell tower 
remains at 100 feet.

It seems clear to us that this entire process has been done without the proper study and due 
diligence on the part of AT&T. There is little information in the application concerning the evaluation 
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diligence on the part of AT&T. There is little information in the application concerning the evaluation 
of alternative sites other than some conclusory statements. No engineering analysis was presented 
with respect to any other location.

The application only mentions two possibilities, hardly a true analysis. While an alternate location 
may not be perfect for all 123 residences, if it eliminates the visual impact and serves the vast 
majority, that could be the better choice.

And of course, there is no mention in the application of a camouflaged cell tower, which would be 
much more consistent with the viewshed in the Valley, and which would seem a no-brainer for a 
ridgeline location.

In fact, the record appears to directly contradict the following claim made by AT&T:

"In identifying the proposed location, AT&T network deployment personnel have selected the 
Proposed Facility because it meets the technical objectives of RF engineering and provides the best 
site option with regard to other key criteria including, but not limited to, accessibility, utility 
connections, zoning compatibility, minimal or no visual impact, liability and risk assessment, site 
acquisition, maintenance and construction costs.”

Frankly, it is hard to  imagine a site that would have greater visual impact– both from Carmel Valley 
Rd., Tassajara Road, and for the residents in the immediate area.

So, we believe that the County should require that AT&T utilize a monopine design like one of those 
below. That would make a huge difference, particularly if County also requires that the height be 
reduced to 40’ and the location moved down the hill.

 

Also, we are concerned about the propane tank. We have already had one serious fire in the area in 
the last few years. What safeguards are being implemented to ensure that is going to be safe?

Our contact information is  below.

Please put us on the contact list and keep us apprised of any developments/hearings, etc.

Best regards. Mike Caddell

Michael Caddell
2337 Bay View Avenue
Carmel, CA 93923
281.788.8387
macaddell@mac.com

Michael A. Caddell

mailto:macaddell@mac.com


Caddell & Chapman
628 East 9th Street
Houston, TX 77007
P.O. Box 1311
Monterey, CA 93942
Tel.: 713.751.0400
Cell: 281.788.8387
Email: mac@caddellchapman.com
Website: www.caddellchapman.com
Okay know if this will quick search using

mailto:mac@caddellchapman.com
http://www.caddellchapman.com/
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During the fire: 
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After the fire: 
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The “Dolan” fire in Big Sur was also a concern, but fortunately it moved mostly east and south. 
 
The River fire was only one of the California fires started by lightning this year. 
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The electricity of lightning wants to go to ground, and it seeks the fastest way to get there, as this photo by David 
Gubernick shows. (These lightning strikes were photographed from David's home overlooking the Cachagua Valley. The 
lightning strikes happened during the wee hours of the morning the day the River fire started.) 
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Metal is an extremely good conductor of electricity, so having a tall metal structure, like a cell phone tower, on top of a 
mountain ridge, is an excellent invitation for lightning to strike the tower. It’s the fastest way for the electricity in the 
lightning to go to ground. 
 
Although the cell tower provides “wireless” communication, a huge amount of electricity is needed to power the 
equipment on the tower, and that electricity is provided through wires. Lightning is an unbelievably powerful thing. If 
lightning should strike the cell tower, it could very well bring it down. And the cell tower’s wiring can get so hot it can 
ignite trees or bushes and/or the grass around it. Anything that is ignitable will burn. 
 
There may well be a PG&E smart meter on or near this tower. Smart meters are notorious for catching fire. This PDF is a 
compilation of reports from the US, Australia, and Canada about fires, explosions, electrical problems or burned out 
appliances due to Smart Meter installations. PG&E’s problems with smart meters heads the report. 
 
 
 

2. Property Devaluation 

 
From my own personal experience as an EMF consultant, many people call me asking if it’s safe for them to buy a house 
close to a cell phone tower. They are sincerely concerned, and want me to come and measure the electrical fields to see 
if it’s safe.  
 
Here are several paragraphs from the Environmental Health Trust article “Cell Antennas Lower Property Values” —  
https://ehtrust.org/cell‐phone‐towers‐lower‐property‐values‐documentation‐
research/#:~:text=Cell%20phone%20towers%20bring%20extra%20tax%20revenue%20and,property%20values%20have
%20decreased%20by%20up%20to%2020%25.%E2%80%9D — 
 
— “Research indicates that over 90% of home buyers and renters are less interested in properties near cell towers and 
would pay less for a property in close vicinity to cellular antennas. Documentation of a price drop up to 20% is found in 
multiple surveys and published articles as listed below.” 
 
— “Most people in the United States are unaware that once a tower is built, it can go up to 20 feet higher with no public 
process due to the passing of Section 6409(a) of the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012. In other 
words, a 100 foot tower can be increased to 120 feet after it is constructed and the community will have no input. 
Communities are largely unaware of this law.” 
 
— “The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) long considers cell towers as “Hazards and 
Nuisances.” 
 
— “A coalition of real estate groups, including NAR, the National Multifamily Housing Council, the National Apartment 
Association, and the Institute of Real Estate Management, among others, submitted a letter to the FCC expressing 
concern over its proposed rule regarding over‐the‐air [wireless] reception devices. The coalition says the rule could 
make it easier for antennas and other devices to be placed on properties without the owners’ consent. The coalition 
flagged these two potential issues: 

 The rule could allow residential or commercial tenants to install a 5G small cell or other wireless infrastructure 
on a balcony or within a leased space to boost individual coverage and also transmit a signal to other customers 
of the telecom provider. 

 The rule could allow a telecom carrier [AT&T for example] who already leases rooftop space from a property 
owner (for antennas or other equipment) to be able to attach a 5G small cell or other wireless infrastructure on 
that existing equipment without having to change their agreement with the property owner.” 



13

 

3. Probable	5G	Concern 

 
At 2:37 on the timeline in this short video — 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqMqasein6w — 
Senator Richard Blumenthal asks telecommunication executives Mr. Gillen and Mr. Steve Berry, President and CEO, 
Competitive Carriers Association, if any studies have been or are being done to prove that 5G is safe. They admit that no 
industry studies have been done, are being done, or are planned to be done to show that 5G is safe.  
 
Why is 5G such a concern?  
        
        Where it has already been rolled out, 5G is causing nosebleeds, bad headaches, insomnia, and burning eyes. One 
example is at this year’s Glastonbury Festival in Somerset, England 
— https://theholisticworks.com/2019/06/29/mass-microwaving-of-hundreds-of-thousands-at-glastonbury-
festival-heres-the-video-evidence/  
 

4.	Monitoring	Cell	Tower	Radiation	Levels 
 
This October 4, 2014 Wall Street Journal article, “One in 10 cell/grid towers violate RF radiation rules” 
— https://www.takebackyourpower.net/wall‐street‐journal‐one‐10‐cell‐towers‐violate‐rf‐radiation‐rules/ — shows that 
“there is somewhere around 30,000 non‐compliant cell phone towers in the USA that expose unsuspecting residents, 
school children and even their maintenance workers to dangerous levels of microwave radiation.” 
 
Who is going to monitor this proposed AT&T tower? And how often? 
 
50,000 independent studies have shown that wireless radiation is harmful to people, plants, and animals. Two of those 
studies are mentioned in this article, “World’s Largest Animal Study on Cell Tower Radiation Confirms Cancer Link” —  
https://ehtrust.org/worlds‐largest‐animal‐study‐on‐cell‐tower‐radiation‐confirms‐cancer‐link/ — 
From the article . . . “Researchers with the renowned Ramazzini Institute (RI) in Italy announce that a large‐scale 
lifetime study of lab animals exposed to environmental levels of cell tower radiation developed cancer. A $25 million 
study of much higher levels of cell phone radio frequency (RF) radiation, from the US National Toxicology Program (NTP), 
has also reported finding the same unusual cancer called Schwannoma of the heart in male rats treated at the highest 
dose. In addition, the RI study of cell tower radiation also found increases in malignant brain (glial) tumors in female rats 
and precancerous conditions including Schwann cells hyperplasia in both male and female rats.”  
 
 

4.	Loss	of	My	Home 
 
I bought the property on Lambert Flats Road about 40 years ago, with a deep dream of spending the last years of my life 
here in the beauty of nature. In these last 10 years it has been my work to become a professional EMF (electromagnetic 
field) counselor and service provider. This means that I work with people who are negatively affected by these fields. 
Some of the EMF effects are slight; many of the effects are deeply life‐changing. 
 
Throughout these last 10 years I have done a great deal of research and work in this area, both through the people I 
have been working with, as well as through the connections I have developed with some world‐famous people who have 
discovered how electromagnetic fields affect all life forms. I take my work very seriously, and it saddens me to realize 
that because of what I know, if this cell tower goes up, I will no longer be able to live in what I have long‐considered to 
be my home. My heart goes out to so many people who I know will be deeply affected and suffer much if they stay 
anywhere near this tower. Consequently, I ask you to deny the application for this cell tower. 
              
Sincerely, 
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Tony Keppelman, 
Tony Keppelman EMF Services 
831-204-3982 (land line) 
www.emfconsultant.com 
 
and 
 
Carol Kuzdenyi 
Associate, 
Tony Keppelman EMF Services 
831-373-3306 (land line) 
 



In California and around world, smart meters have been linked to fires, 
explosions, and damaged appliances.  For every fire started at the meter, in 
an appliance, or on wiring, smart meter causality should be suspected. 

In 2012 a Pacific Gas and Electric 
(PG&E) whistleblower Pat Wrigley, 
who worked as a meter reader for 9 
1/2 years testified at California Public 
Utilities Commission judicial hearing: 
• Smart meters cause fires
• PG&E is covering up the risk
https://youtu.be/EnxIoItNUek

Matt Beckett, a California fire 
department captain stated, “Two 
years ago PG&E replaced that meter 
[analog] with a “Smart Meter”. Immediately following we noticed power surges in the 
form of our refrigerator motor intermittently speeding up simultaneously with our lights 
becoming brighter. As a seventeen year veteran and current Fire Captain this caused 
me to become very concerned.” The Smart meter on his house was replaced with an 
analog, and there were no problems, until a new Smart Meter was reinstalled. This time 
he had two surge protectors burn out. http://emfsafetynetwork.org/fire-captain-finds-
hazardous-power-surges-follow-smart-meter-installations/

Another California fire captain, Ross writes, "I was at home doing yard work in the late 
afternoon when my wife came outside and told me that “half the power was off again”. 
This had been happening on and off for about two weeks … I then went outside to
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Summary of Evidence on Smart Meter Fires

https://youtu.be/EnxIoItNUek
http://emfsafetynetwork.org/fire-captain-finds-hazardous-power-surges-follow-smart-meter-installations/


where my meter was and I could instantly smell the burnt electrical smoke. As I was 
looking at the meter I inadvertently placed my hand on the meter itself and almost 
burned my hand…the metal box into which all the home’s wiring from the meter is 
stored was also too hot to touch with a bare hand.”  http://emfsafetynetwork.org/smart-
meter-arcing/

California Public Utilities Commission, and PG&E’s response

In 2009 PG&E reported to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) smart 
meters interfered with AFCI’s and GFI’s “During the second quarter of 2009, PG&E 
discovered a limited number of cases of SmartMeter™ radio interference with customer 
electronics, including ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCI) and arc fault circuit 
interrupters (AFCI). Pages 6-7 Advanced Metering Infrastructure; January 2010 Semi-
Annual Assessment Report and SmartMeter™http://emfsafetynetwork.org/wp-content/
uploads/2010/03/Updated-Semi-Annual-AMI-Report_Jan_2010-12.pdf

January 2011:  PG&E, The Utility Reform Network, CPUC Office of Ratepayer 
Advocates, California Energy Commission, CPUC Energy Division and others 
discussed “smart meter incidences involving fires…” Meeting agenda: http://
emfsafetynetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/TAP-Agenda-1282011-inc-smart-
meter-fires-SB_GTS_0652075.pdf

2013: PG&E Data Response on smart meter fires. http://emfsafetynetwork.org/wp-
content/uploads/2010/03/Data-Response-PGE-smart-meter-fires.pdf  Much of the 
document is redacted, and PG&E states, “In no instance has PG&E found that a 
SmartMeter™, either gas or electric, has caused a fire.” However, PG&E now monitors 
temperature and voltage readings of smart meters for hazardous conditions. “PG&E 
issues field orders to perform safety inspections at potentially overloaded and or high 
temperature sites. The data has led to panel inspections at customer premises that 
have found undersized wiring, physical panel damage, and overloaded conditions.” 

The CPUC is charged with overseeing utility safety. In the CPUC’s Annual Report to 
the Governor and the Legislature May 2014, they state, “There was some concern 
regarding fires in smart meters but this was investigated by CPUC staff in 2013.  Staff 
determined that, of reported fires involving smart meter installation, none were actually 
caused by the smart meter.” (p.5)  EMF Safety Network sent a records act request in 
December 2014 for the details of that investigation, however the CPUC has not 
provided any details. http://emfsafetynetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Smart-
Grid-Annual-Report-2013-.pdf
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Smart meter fires, surges, exploding meters, and damaged appliances in 
California and around the world

Bakersfield, California, Smart Meter Blows 
Up At Business (2009): “employees at Henry 
M.M. Engines said their Smart Meter caught 
fire, which sparked concern and questioned the 
safety of these new meters. On Wednesday, a 
PG&E technician was called out to replace the 
meter after employees found the device burned 
up and lying on the ground.”  "Basically it was 
an explosion. I saw the meter on the ground 
and the face plate was blew off and the whole 
meter was blackened. Even the breaker box 
that housed the meter was blackened by what 

seemed to be an electrical short," said Vernon Nelson, an employee.” http://
www.turnto23.com/news/your-neighborhood/north-river-county/smart-meter-blows-up-
at-business

Berkeley California Fire Department report (2010) states, “Investigation revealed the 
newly  installed PG&E Smart Meter in the kitchen was hot to touch and smoking, with a 
orange glow inside the meter housing”  http://emfsafetynetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/
2010/07/Berkeley-Smart-Meter-Fire.pdf

Stockton California (2015):  
Dozens of smart meters exploded 
and caught fire after an electrical 
surge cut power to about 5800 
homes near Stockton CA.  CBS 
News reports, “A power surge left 
thousands without power for most of 
the day in Stockton after smart 
meters on their homes exploded on 
Monday.”  “Neighbors in the South 
Stockton area described it as 
a large pop, a bomb going off, 
and strong enough to shake a 

house.” http://emfsafetynetwork.org/dozens-of-smart-meters-explode-from-power-surge/

Santa Rosa, California (2011): Three smart meters explode at a shopping mall. 
According to the incident report from the Santa Rosa Fire Department firefighters found 
the electrical room at the Santa Rosa Mall “charged with smoke” and “upon 
investigation found 3 PG&E meters that had blown off the electrical panel causing 
damage to the interior wiring of the electrical panel. A fire was still smoldering…” 
http://emfsafetynetwork.org/3-pge-smart-meters-explode-at-santa-rosa-mall/
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Palo Alto (2011): 80 PG&E smart meters caught on fire and burned out after a power 
surge. The incident raised questions for residents and utilities officials about smart 
meter safety. “Mindy Spatt, communications director for The Utility Reform Network 
(TURN), said the utility-consumer advocacy group received many complaints about 
surges damaging appliances when the SmartMeters were first installed. Comparing 
analog to the new meters, she added, “In the collective memory of TURN, we have not 
seen similar incidents with analog meters.” http://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/
2011/09/04/power-surge-raises-questions-about-smartmeters

Power mishap damages appliances for Livermore residents (2012): 28 smart 
meters were replaced by PG&E when a power line replacement caused a power surge 
which fried appliances, TVs and air conditioners. “The surge of electricity ripped through 
28 homes on Hudson Way in Livermore.” http://abc7news.com/archive/8770840/

 Nevada (2014):  Reno and Sparks fire chiefs call for smart meter fire investigation, “in 
the wake of a troubling spate of blazes they believe are associated with the meters, 
including one recent fire that killed a 61-year-old woman.” http://www.rgj.com/story/
news/2014/09/13/reno-sparks-fire-chiefs-call-smart-meter-probe/15580069/

Florida, News Investigative report (2011): ”I went over to the FPL meter and it had 
caught on fire, it was all black smoke and charred,” http://www.wptv.com/news/region-c-
palm-beach-county/some-homeowners-concerned-about-meter-
installation#ixzz1d3MvQ4r5

Chicago Illinois (2012):  2012 ComEd confirms smart meter fires.  http://
articles.chicagotribune.com/2012-08-30/business/chi-comed-confirms-smart-meters-
involved-in-small-fires--20120830_1_smart-meters-comed-customers-poor-connection
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Philadelphia Pennsylvania (2012): utility PECO suspended smart meter installation 
due to fires.  https://youtu.be/g8nwrRchtuk

Texas (2012):  Customers of Centerpoint report smart meter fires.  http://
www.khou.com/story/news/2014/07/21/11803806/

Oncor Changing Smart Meter Installation After Fires 
« CBS Dallas / Fort Worth:  “The Chief Executive 
Officer of Oncor says the company has a new 
procedure for installation of smart meters after two 
house fires in Arlington last week. Robert Shapard 
says old wiring in two homes could not support the 
new smart meters.”
http://dfw.cbslocal.com/2010/08/24/oncor-changing-
smart-meter-installation-after-fires/
 
Canada:  Nanaimo mother of two left without power 
for two days after smart meter smoked and caused 
a power outage https://youtu.be/9NO6wlx8UFc

New Zealand: Fire Prone Meter boxes causing 
concern. “Front line firefighters are concerned about 
the number of household power meter boxes that 
are bursting into flames. There have been 67 
callouts in Christchurch to electrical malfunctions so 
far this year, and new smart meters have 

been involved in three in the last five days.”http://www.3news.co.nz/nznews/fireprone-
meter-boxes-causing-concern-2010060317#axzz3vYE7LXcr

Australia:  
• “Smart Meter Disaster” is a 2012 Australian TV news report on smart meter hazards, 

including fires.  https://youtu.be/4e71qAr_qGk  
• Smart meter shock: electrical hazards found in 3500 homes “Victoria's energy 

regulator has conceded smart meter contractors might lack required skills and is 
reviewing the qualifications of workers rolling out the $2 billion scheme.” ”smart meter 
installers have identified dangerous and possibly life-threatening electrical hazards in 
3500 Victorian homes.” http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/smart-meter-shock-
electrical-hazards-found-in-3500-homes-20110212-1are0.html?from=age_sb

• Smart meter blasts covered up 2012: A whistleblower claims power companies 
know smart meters are exploding and are lying to consumers to cover it up. 'John' 
works for Jemena and claims at least six smart meters have exploded in and around 
Pascoe Vale, since Christmas. John was installing a meter yesterday which burst into 
flames in front of him. He's told Neil Mitchell under strict anonymity power companies 
are misleading the public and smart meters are dangerous.  http://www.3aw.com.au/
blogs/breaking-news-blog/smart-meter-blasts-covered-up/20120222-1tmqr.html
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Thousands of smart meters replaced due to fire risk 

• Portland General Electric Oregon replaced 70,000 smart meters due to fire risk. http://
www.oregonlive.com/business/index.ssf/2014/07/pge_replacing_some_electricity.html

• Lakeland Florida replaced 10,657  smart meters due to fire risk: http://
www.theledger.com/article/20140826/NEWS/140829388/1410?Title=Overheating-
Concerns-Lakeland-Electric-to-Replace-10-657-Residential-Smart-Meters-

• In Canada SaskPower replaces 105,000 smart meters due to fire risk.http://
www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/saskpower-to-remove-105-000-smart-
meters-following-fires-1.2723046

• Ontario, Canada Thousands of smart meters in Ontario to be removed over safety 
worries: “Some 5,400 of Ontario’s 4.8 million smart meters are being removed 
and replaced because of a risk they could heat up, cause an electrical short 
and possibly spark a fire.” http://www.thestar.com/news/queenspark/2015/01/22/
thousands-of-smart-meters-in-ontario-to-be-removed-over-safety-worries.html

 
Industry and expert commentary

IEEE [professional technological association]: “Obviously all 
companies with smart meter programs, and all their suppliers 
and sub-contractors, are going to have to take a close look at 
the issue of fire hazards. This is just the beginning of a difficult 
story.” http://spectrum.ieee.org/energywise/energy/the-smarter-
grid/smart-meter-fire-reports

TESCO:  According to research by TESCO smart meters are 
more prone to “hot socket” than analog meters. Failure modes 
include catastrophic (expected) “Catastrophic failure” is defined 
as “a meter which has burnt, melted, blackened, caught fire, 

arced, sparked, or exploded.” See: ”http://smartgridawareness.org/2015/11/03/
catastrophic-failures-expected-with-smart-meters/  See also: http://
emfsafetynetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/TESCO-Lawton-on-Hot-Sockets.pdf

Wireless Smart Meters and Potential for Electrical Fires. Commentary by Cindy 
Sage, Sage Associates and James J. Biergiel, EMF Electrical Consultant July 2010:  
Smart meters can create an over-current condition on the wiring and produce heat, 
which the neutral cannot properly handle, which can lead to fires.   
• “The use of smart meters will place an entirely new and significantly increased burden 

on existing electrical wiring because of the very short, very high intensity wireless 
emissions (radio frequency bursts) that the meters produce to signal the utility about 
energy usage.”

• “The location of the fire does NOT have to be in close proximity to the main electrical 
panel where the smart meter is installed.” 

• “A forensic team investigating any electrical fire should now be looking for connections 
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to smart meters as a possible contributing factor to fires.”   
• http://emfsafetynetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Smart-Meters-Risk-for-fire.pdf

Ontario Fire Marshall Report: “During our initial research of the new meters we 
encountered an unusual amount of fire incidents involving smart meters.  “Anecdotal 
information supported [the fact that] problems occurred after the old analog meters were 
updated to the new digital smart meters.” The report noted the possibility of a fire 
resulting from “a loose connection in the meter base.”
“What could be the reason for this? The old meter base connections may not have been 
in a condition for seamless exchange to a new meter. New meters may have defects 
that cause electrical failures or misalignment with old meter base. Careless 
installation during changeover.” 
http://www.oafc.on.ca/article/unusual-number-fires-smart-meters-linked-ontario-fire-
marshal-says-faulty-base-plates-could

American Electric Power (AEP) How hot are your meters? 2015: “Today’s meters 
are light. The old ones were heavy and dissipated heat a lot better, actually,” said Ken 
Dimpfl, of American Electric Power (AEP).  In 2010, they started seeing smart meter 
failures due to high temps or thermal overload. “This began our journey of looking at 
‘hot sockets,’” Dimpfl said.  “Over the course of a two-year period, AEP 
analyzed roughly 25 meters that failed. Post event analysis concluded that the root 
cause was a poor connection at the meter.”
http://www.intelligentutility.com/article/15/10/how-hot-are-your-meters

Hydro Quebec requires 3 meters distance between a smart meter and gas tank 
http://ofsys.hydroquebec.com/T/OFSYS/SM2/2/S/F/4947/13087532/Dnm3qyNW.html

Norm Lambe, an insurance claims adjustor, contends the utility companies are 
tampering with the evidence by immediately removing smart meters when there’s 
a fire.“A dangerous precedent is being followed in the insurance industry concerning the 
investigation of smart meter fires…When the local electrical utility arrives and 
determines that a smart meter is the issue, they have been removing the meter, and 
preventing the inspection of the meter by the experts…This is a serious situation, as the 
utility company, upon removal of the meter is tampering with what is evidence 
concerning the cause of the fire and can be held criminally responsible.” http://
www.examiner.com/article/are-insurance-companies-avoiding-the-smart-meter-problem

Summary of Evidence on Smart Meter Fires compiled 
by Sandi Maurer, EMF Safety Network Director, 
January 2015.  Sandi Maurer has intervened on 
smart meter proceedings at the CPUC since 2010.  
See also EMF Safety Network Smart Meter Fires and 
Explosions: http://emfsafetynetwork.org/smart-
meters/smart-meter-fires-and-explosions/
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