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                                                                                            SCH#20006081150 

Mary Israel 

Associate Planner 

Monterey County RMA – Planning 

1441 Schilling Place, 2nd Floor 

Salinas, CA 93901 

 

Dear Ms. Israel: 

 

COMMENTS FOR THE SECOND FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (FEIR) FOR 

THE RANCHO CANADA VILLAGE SUBDIVISION – CARMEL VALLEY, CA 

 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) appreciates the 

opportunity to review the second FEIR for the Rancho Canada Village 

Subdivision which proposes a 130-unit residential neighborhood and 40 acres of 

permanent open space and common areas within the 76-plus acres. Caltrans 

offers the following comments in response to the FEIR: 

 

1. Caltrans supports local development that is consistent with State planning 

priorities intended to promote equity, strengthen the economy, protect the 

environment, and promote public health and safety. We accomplish this by 

working with local jurisdictions to achieve a shared vision of how the 

transportation system should and can accommodate interregional and local 

travel and development. Projects that support smart growth principles which 

include improvements to pedestrian, bicycle, and transit infrastructure (or other 

key Transportation Demand Strategies) are supported by Caltrans and are 

consistent with our mission, vision, and goals. 

 

2. As a result of Senate Bill (SB) 743, effective July 2020 Caltrans replaced vehicle 

level of service (LOS) with vehicle miles traveled (VMT) as the primary metric for 

identifying transportation impacts from local development. Additionally, the 

Caltrans Transportation Impact Study Guide (TISG) replaces the Guide for the 

Preparation of Traffic Impact Studies (Caltrans, 2002) and is for use with local 

land use projects. The focus now will be on how projects are expected to 
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influence the overall amount of automobile use instead of traffic congestion as 

a significant impact. For more information, please visit: 

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/office-of-smart-mobility-

climate-change/sb-743.  

 

3. Employing VMT as the metric of transportation impact Statewide will help to 

promote Green House Gas (GHG) emission reductions consistent with SB 375 

and can be achieved through influencing on-the-ground development. 

Implementation of this change will rely, in part, on local land use decisions to 

reduce GHG emissions associated with the transportation sector, both at the 

project level, and in long-term plans (including general plans, climate action 

plans, specific plans, and transportation plans) and supporting Sustainable 

Community Strategies developed under SB 375. In addition to any site-specific 

access or safety concerns with the project, it is likely that the Caltrans 

correspondence will focus attention on meeting overall VMT reducing goals. 

 

4. Caltrans has no further comments as the revised second FEIR includes no 

changes to the transportation section. Due to SB 743, we now identify 

transportation impacts from VMT and not LOS.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed project. If 

you have any questions, or need further clarification on items discussed above, 

please contact me at (805) 835-6543 or email christopher.bjornstad@dot.ca.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Chris Bjornstad 

Associate Transportation Planner 

District 5 Development Review 
  










