






















































































County of Monterey Item No.4

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-082 March 26, 2026

Introduced: 3/18/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

Review of the Annual Groundwater Level Contours.(Staff Presenting: Guillermo Diaz-Moreno.)
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County of Monterey Item No.

Board of Supervisors

Chambers
Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901
Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-088 March 26, 2026
Introduced: 3/19/2026 Current Status: Draft
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

Review of the 2025 Annual Groundwater Level Contours and Cumulative Change Chart

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:
The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (Agency) is responsible for data collection and

analysis of groundwater data throughout the Salinas Valley to support the ongoing groundwater level
contouring, seawater intrusion mapping, and other programs related to current groundwater
conditions. Conditions are assessed throughout the year to better understand how aquifers are
responding during different hydrologic conditions as well as the relative groundwater storage
fluctuations that occur on an annual basis.

These activities align with Strategic Plan Goals B7, Use of data and analysis to make informed
decisions based on science and E1, improve public outreach to increase transparency,
communication, education and information about Agency projects and programs. Activities
related to groundwater level monitoring are part of the Groundwater Monitoring Program, which is
included in Fund 111 (1501) of the Agency’s FY 25/26 Adopted Budget.

OVERVIEW OF 2025 DATA

Annual Groundwater Elevation Survey

In the latter part of each fall, from mid-November through December, the Agency measures
groundwater levels in approximately 450 wells throughout the Salinas Valley, from the San Ardo
oilfields to the coast. The timing of this sampling survey allows the Agency to capture conditions in the
groundwater basin at a time when a relative lull in agricultural pumping causes groundwater level
troughs to relax, prior to the influence of seasonal recharge in response to winter/spring precipitation.
In this way, the Annual survey of groundwater level data is an assessment of the relative, year-to-year
change in groundwater storage throughout the valley.

The 2025 Annual contours for the 180-Foot, East Side Shallow, Forebay and Upper Valley Aquifers
are included as Attachment A. Compared to the 2024 survey, there was an increase in groundwater
elevations between 0 and 1 foot near the coast, with groundwater elevations remaining approximately
at sea level. In the East Side Trough, groundwater elevations north of Salinas increased by 3 to 10
feet. Groundwater elevations in the area south of Salinas to Greenfield changed between -1 to 2 feet,
and by 0 to 1 foot from Greenfield to the north of San Lucas. South of San Lucas, groundwater
elevations were generally within a foot of where they were last year.
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The 2025 Annual contours for the 400-Foot and East Side Deep Aquifers are included as Attachment
B. Near the coast, groundwater elevations increased by 0 to 4 feet and are just above sea level at the
coast. The East Side trough and groundwater elevations in the area north of Salinas generally
increased 4 to 10 feet, with some localized decreases in the southeastern area. Groundwater
elevations in the area south of Salinas to Gonzales increased by 1 to 5 feet, with some localized areas
experiencing higher increases.

Cumulative Groundwater Level Change Chart

The Cumulative Change Chart is an additional product produced using data from the Annual
Groundwater Level Survey. This is a cumulative summary of the average change in groundwater
elevations between each annual survey, calculated for each subarea, which helps to give an idea of the
groundwater storage changes and trends over time.

For 2025, three of the four subareas showed an increase in groundwater elevations from the previous
survey, while the Forebay subarea showed no change. The East Side and Pressure subareas
experienced increases of 6.5 feet and 4 feet, respectively, while the Upper Valley subarea increased
slightly by 0.3 feet. These trends are similar to last year. The Cumulative Change Chart for 1944-2025
is included as Attachment C with a more detailed summary of the changes in Attachment D.

Prepared by: Guillermo Diaz Moreno, Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860
Amy Woodrow, Senior Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860

Attachments:

1. Attachment A: Annual 2025 Groundwater Elevation Contours, 180-Ft and East Side Shallow,
Forebay and Upper Valley Aquifers

2. Attachment B: Annual 2025 Groundwater Elevation Contours, 400-Ft and East Side Deep
Aquifers

3. Attachment C: Cumulative Groundwater Level Change Chart, 1944-2025

4. Attachment D: Summary of Annual Groundwater Level Changes, 2024 to 2025
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Attachment A 3
Note: These groundwater contours represent a regional-scale approximation of the groundwater surface, based on available hydrogeological data, illustrating general groundwater flow patterns.

They should not be interpreted as precise or localized features.
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Salinas Valley Groundwater Level Changes
1944 - 2024 Average Annual Groundwater Level Changes
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Attachment C
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SUMMARY OF ANNUAL FALL WELL MEASUREMENTS

SALINAS VALLEY BASIN
Change in Elevation of Ground Water from Fall 2024 to

Fall 2025
Area and No of Average Area and No of Average
Quadrant Wells Change (ft.) Quadrant Wells Change (ft.)
EAST SIDE PRESSURE 400
13S/02E 2 2.0 12S/02E 1 3.0
13S/03E 3 13.1 13S/02E 11 3.2
14S/02E 1 16.8 14S/02E 28 4.8
14S/03E 30 6.7 14S/03E 11 10.3
14S/04E 4 6.7 15S/02E 5 3.9
15S/03E 3 5.4 15S/03E 25 5.7
15S/04E 21 7.9 15S/04E 3 4.0
16S/04E 1 0.8 16S/04E 8 0.3
16S/05E 9 1.5 16S/05E 2 5.9
TOTAL 74 6.5 TOTAL 94 5.0
FOREBAY PRESSURE BOTH
16S/05E 4 0.1 16S/04E 1 -0.4
17S/06E 14 0.7
18S/06E 26 -15 PRESSURE DEEP ZONE
18S/07E 8 -0.1 13S/01E 2 1.0
19S/06E 2 -5.3 13S/02E 4 1.5
19S/07E 4 -0.1 14S/01E 4 0.3
TOTAL 77 0.0 14S/02E 12 3.6
14S/03E 1 -6.6
PRESSURE 180 15S/02E 2 1.9
13S/02E 3 0.5 15S/03E 3 0.8
14S/02E 18 2.8 16S/05E 1 5.2
15S/02E 2 7.6
15S/03E 9 3.9 UPPER VALLEY
15S/04E 1 1.6 19S/07E 7 0.7
16S/04E 13 -0.2 19S/08E 3 0.1
16S/05E 6 0.0 20S/08E 7 0.8
17S/04E 1 -0.3 21S/08E 1 24
TOTAL 60 23 21S/09E 6 0.4
21S/10E 1 0.1
22S/10E 7 -0.6
23S/10E 2 -0.3
TOTAL 34 0.3
TOTAL VALLEY WELLS COMPARED: 369

AVERAGE CHANGE FOR THE SALINAS VALLEY (FT.):3.2
Printed on: 3/19/2026

Attachment D



County of Monterey Item No.5

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-083 March 26, 2026

Introduced: 3/18/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

Overview of Salinas River Flow Prescription and Water Year Type Forecast.(Staff Presenting: Jason
Demers.)
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County of Monterey Item No.6

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-086 March 26, 2026

Introduced: 3/18/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

2026 Reservoir Release Schedule.(Staff Presenting: Joey Klein.)
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County of Monterey Item No.

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-089 March 26, 2026

Introduced: 3/19/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

Consider recommending a release schedule for Nacimiento and San Antonio reservoirs for 2026

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Water Resources Advisory

Committee:

Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Directors Consider
Adopting a Release Schedule for Nacimiento and San Antonio Reservoirs for 2026.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:
In most years, continuous reservoir releases are made during the “conservation season”

(April-October) to optimize Salinas Valley groundwater recharge as well as Salinas River Diversion
Facility (SRDF) operations. These conservation releases are guided by a schedule developed each
year in late winter to early spring by staff to approximate the expected sequence of reservoir
withdrawals that fully accounts for a complex set of obligations, constraints and, to the extent possible,
hydrologic conditions.

Key obligations include annual withdrawal limits and conditions-based flow prescriptions supportive of
federally listed species. Both are stipulated in the water rights that authorize the Agency to store,
withdraw and re-divert waters of the state within the Nacimiento, San Antonio and Salinas River
watersheds. Constraints are of physical, administrative and environmental nature. Physical constraints
include elevation-dependent limits on methods and rates of releases as well as safe operating limits of
release outlets; administrative constraints include guaranteed water allotments established by
contractual agreements. Minimum required releases, required lagoon bypass flows, as well as limits on
release rate changes are among the environmental constraints accounted for in the development of the
annual release schedule.

The Agency has made releases during 13 of the 17 summer conservation seasons since the Salinas
River Diversion Facility (SRDF) began operating in 2010. Two extended droughts resulted in
insufficient reservoir levels to operate from 2014-2016 and in 2022. More recently, 2023-2025
marked a return to wet conditions providing large storage increases at both Reservoirs and enough
water to fully operate in all years since 2023. Combined storage as of March 19, 2026 is sufficient to
plan a fourth consecutive full SRDF diversion season this year.

The attached proposed 2026 release schedule accounts for current reservoir inflow rates but assumes
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no new inflow events for the remainder of the calendar year. The proposed schedule limits releases
from Nacimiento Reservoir to below 280 cfs due to planned maintenance activities expected to be
complete by July 1. Releases from Nacimiento Reservoir may exceed 280 cfs once maintenance
activities are complete.

SRDF startup is expected to occur as early as the first week of April. The proposed schedule reflects
an assumed April 1 start date and maintains conservation flows to recharge the Salinas Valley
groundwater basin and operate the SRDF into mid-October while meeting the operational
requirements of State Water Resources Control Board appropriative water rights held by the Agency
for the Nacimiento and San Antonio Rivers.

As is the standard procedure each year, the release schedule will be updated monthly based on actual
weather and river conditions, changing SRDF demands, and other reservoir operational considerations

as may be necessary subsequent to the development of this draft release schedule.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

None

FINANCING:

None

Prepared by: Joseph Klein, Water Resources Hydrologist (831) 755-4860
Attachments: Reservoir Release Schedule For 2026
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DRAFT RESERVOIR RELEASE SCHEDULE FOR 2026

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
, ) NACIMIENTO SAN ANTONIO
Combined Combined - — - —

Month | Releases Releases | Evap. |Reservoir| Reservoir| NWP NWP Beginning of Month Evap. | Reservoir [ Reservoir Beginning of Month
(cfs)’ (ac-fty | Losses | Releases| Releases | Orders |Diversions Storage Elev. | Losses | Releases | Releases Storage Elev.

(ac-ft) (cfs)’ (ac-ft) (ac-ft) (ac-ft) (ac-ft) (%) (ft) (ac-ft) (cfs)’ (ac-ft) (ac-ft) | (%) (ft)
Jan 70 4,328 350 60 3,713 600 54 146,210 | 39% | 748.6 520 10 615 171,473 | 51% | 743.1
Feb 72 4,129 464 62 3,554 553 72 189,290 | 50% | 760.6 441 10 575 185,898 | 55% | 747.2
Mar 85 5,217 977 75 4,602 696 248,200 | 66% | 774.7 853 10 615 209,065 | 62% | 753.4
Apr 260 15,491 1,458 220 13,111 677 248,754 | 66% | 774.8 1,840 40 2,380 | 212,884 (64% | 754.3
May 429 26,400 2,580 260 15,987 | 1,616 233,240 | 62% | 771.3 2,806 169 10,413 | 208,453 | 62% | 753.2
Jun 510 30,348 3,288 260 15,471 2,129 212,977 | 56% | 766.6 3,109 250 14,876 | 194,887 | 58% | 749.6
Jul 564 34,691 2,550 320 19,676 | 2,188 192,005 | 51% | 761.3 2,370 244 15,015 | 177,048 | 53% | 744.7
Aug 623 38,321 2,252 320 19,676 | 2,188 167,593 | 44% | 754.7 2,008 303 18,645 | 159,522 | 48% | 739.5
Sep 467 27,769 1,713 320 19,042 | 2,144 143,488 | 38% | 747.8 1,536 147 8,727 | 138,959 (41% | 732.9
Oct 212 13,012 1,125 181 11,108 | 1,369 120,636 | 32% | 740.4 1,064 31 1,904 | 129,053 | 39% | 729.5
Nov 70 4,165 566 60 3,570 996 107,581 | 28% | 735.8 556 10 595 126,202 | 38% | 728.5
Dec 70 4,304 349 60 3,689 594 102,476 | 27% | 734.0 359 10 615 125,061 | 37% | 728.1
Jan 2026 97,994 | 26% | 732.3 124,120 | 37% | 727.8

Totals 208,176 17,671 133,200 15,750 127 17,462 74,976
Draft Date: 3/18/2026
Notes: 1. Mean daily flow for the month in cubic feet per second.

2. Shaded areas denote actual values. Non-shaded areas are projected values.

3. Nacimiento Reservoir storage capacity: 377,900 acre feet; San Antonio Reservoir storage capacity: 335,000 acre feet.

4. Water Resources Advisory Committee may make release considerations for holiday periods to benefit recreation.

5. Schedule assumes no additional storm events that provide inflow to reservoirs. Actual elevations and or releases may be influenced by inflow.

6. "NWP Diversions" are San Luis Obispo County - Nacimiento Water Project conveyance facilities diversions. Max. allowable water year (Oct. 1 - Sept. 30) diversions: 15,750 ac-ft.

7. Nacimiento "NWP Diversions" do not include lakeside water use which is estimated at approximately 1,750 acre feet per year.

8. Releases from Nacimiento Reservoir will be limited to less than 280 cfs due to planned maintenance activities expected to be completed by July 1st. Nacimiento releases may exceed 280 cfs once maintenance activities are complete.




County of Monterey Item No.7

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-080 March 26, 2026

Introduced: 3/18/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

Current Reservoir Conditions, Releases, and Downstream Flows. (Staff Presenting:Casey DeLay.)
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Reservoir Storage & Release Update

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:
The Board of Directors receives monthly updates on the status of Agency reservoirs.

RESERVOIR ELEVATION / STORAGE: As of March 19, 2026, San Antonio Reservoir has
a water surface elevation of approximately 754.15 feet (NGVD 29), with 212,193 acre-feet of
water in storage. Nacimiento Reservoir has a water surface elevation of approximately 775.35 feet,
with 251,160 acre-feet of water in storage. San Antonio Reservoir is currently at 63% of storage
capacity and Nacimiento Reservoir is at 66% of capacity.

RAINFALL: A series of storms throughout the month of February brought inflow to the reservoirs
and created natural flow along the entire Salinas River. On February 18, 2026, inflow to
Nacimiento Reservoir peaked at 7,751 cfs at the Nacimiento River below Sapaque gage, and San
Antonio Reservoir inflow peaked at 5,791 cfs at the San Antonio River near Lockwood gage. No
significant precipitation has been observed since mid-February.

SALINAS RIVER LAGOON: Following storms in late December and early January, the Agency
facilitated a breach of the lagoon to alleviate localized flooding in accordance with the Agency’s
Low Effect Habitat Conservation Plan on January 4, 2026. Water surface elevation in the lagoon
reached a peak of 6.82 ft on January 4, 2026 and began fluctuating with tides on January 5, 2026.
The Salinas Lagoon remains open to the ocean.

RESERVOIR RELEASES: Minimum releases are being made from both reservoirs for
maintenance of habitat below the dams. Conservation season releases concluded on Wednesday,
September 24, 2025, from San Antonio Reservoir, and Friday, September 26, 2025 from
Nacimiento Reservoir.

Releases as of March 19, 2026:
e Nacimiento Reservoir: 69 cfs

e San Antonio Reservoir: 10 cfs

Total releases from both reservoirs to the Salinas River are approximately 79 cfs. The following
“provisional” flows have been recorded by the USGS:

e Nacimiento River below Nacimiento Dam: 69 cfs
e Salinas River near Bradley: 171 cfs
e Salinas River near King City: 167 cfs
e Salinas River at Soledad: 163 cfs
e Salinas River near Chualar: 165 cfs
e Salinas River near Spreckels: 131 cfs

Prepared by: Casey DeLay, Hydrologist (831) 755-4860
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Reservoir Elevation and Storage
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County of Monterey Item No.8

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-090 March 26, 2026

Introduced: 3/19/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

Invasive Mussel Prevention Activities.(Staff Presenting: Amy Woodrow.)
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County of Monterey Item No.9

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-079 March 26, 2026

Introduced: 3/12/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

e Reservoir Recreation and Parks Activities
e County of San Luis Obispo Activities

County of Monterey Page 1 Printed on 3/23/2026



County of Monterey Item No.10

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-077 March 26, 2026

Introduced: 3/12/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

Set the next meeting date and discuss future agenda items.
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