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Preserving the Peace = Core County Obligation

 § 26605 establishes an affirmative duty (not optional)
 Requires the Sheriff to act using all lawful means available
 Forms the legal foundation for patrol operations and staffing

 Risk if Underfunded:
 Inability to meet statutory obligations
 Increased response times and reduced service levels
 Elevated public safety risk
 Potential liability exposure to the County

 “Adequate staffing and operational capacity are essential to fulfill the Sheriff’s legal 
duty to preserve the peace and ensure public safety in Monterey County.”
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Potential Impacts of Underfunded 
Sheriff’s Office

 Inability to Response to Quality of Life Code Related Violations

 Reduce Sheriff’s Office HQ Public Lobby Hours

 Reduce Monterey County Jail Public Lobby Hours

 Reduction of Jail Staffing Could Lead to Reduction of Jail Population

 Hernandez Settlement Progress Lost Due to Insufficient Staffing 
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Potential Impacts of Underfunded 
Sheriff’s Office

 King City and Monterey Sub-Stations Public Lobby to Remain Closed

 Reduced FTE Staffing to Patrol Services
 Minimum Deputies Now 8 Deputies / 1 Sergeant County Wide
 Could go to 4 or 6 deputies / 1 Sergeant County Wide
 Double Deputy Cars for Staff Safety 

 Response Times Delayed Significantly
 Low Priority May not Get a Response at all
 Violent Crime response delays
 Proactive Policing Will Cease to Exist

 Reduced FTE Staff to Investigations Services
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Potential Impacts of Underfunded 
Sheriff’s Office

 Eliminate Sheriff’s Office Dive Unit

 Eliminate Sheriff’s Office Mounted Unit

 Eliminate Sheriff’s Office Air Operations Unit
 Airplane and UAS

 Eliminate Bomb Team

 Eliminate SWAT Team
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Unfunded Augmentation Requests
FY26-27

Maintain Status Quo Services FY26 to FY27
Funding Needed

$755,447
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$181,719
FY26-27 Unfunded Augmentation Request
Maintains FY26 Status Quo Staffing
 

2 Vacant Professional Staff FTE 

 

 $111,546

 Records Specialist I (Sheriff’s Records Unit Assignment)

 

 $70,173

 Records Supervisor (Jail Assignment)
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$573,728
FY26-27 Unfunded Augmentation Request
Maintains FY26 Status Quo Services
 
Maintain 60 Camera Flock Safety Network  (AA Eligible)
$253,000
Maintain AXON AIR Operating System  (AA Eligible)
$20,728
FAA Mandated Sheriff’s Office Airplane Engine Overhaul  (AA Eligible)
$100,000
Refurbish 3 Outdated Forensic Computers  (AA Eligible)
$60,000
Maintain SWAT Ballistic Shield Program  (AA Eligible)
$25,000
Maintain Evidence Locker System Chain of Custody Integrity  (AA Eligible)
$115,000
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Unfunded Augmentation Requests
FY26-27

New Public Safety Services FY26 to FY27
Funding Needed

$3,948,455
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$1,482,000
FY26-27 Unfunded Augmentation Requests
New Public Safety Services
 
Expand Flock Safety Network – Add 140 Cameras  (AA Eligible)
$420,000  ($3k per Camera)
Replenish AXON AIR UAS Fleet and Expand OS (AA Eligible)
$110,000
Add AXON Fleet Car Multi-Camera System to 81 Vehicles  (75% AA Eligible)
$452,000
Search and Rescue QTC Super SAR Utility Truck  (AA Eligible)
$275,000
Search and Rescue Ford Ranger 4x4  (AA Eligible)
$75,000
2 Search and Rescue 12 Passenger Sprinter AWD Diesel Van  (AA Eligible)
$150,000 ($75k per van)
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$2,466,455
FY26-27 Augmentation Request
New Public Safety Services
 
Sheriff’s Office Airplane Camera Thermal Imaging Upgrade  (AA Eligible)
$450,000
Replenish AXON AIR UAS Fleet and Expand OS (AA Eligible)
$110,000
Replace 160 Duty Handguns and Holsters with Glock 47  (AA Eligible)
$153,000
Comprehensive Audit of Property / Evidence Room  (AA Eligible)
$80,000
Code Enforcement Special Operations Pilot  (AA Eligible)
$400,000
10 Deputy Sheriff Recruit 1-FY Pilot Program Step 1 (AA Eligible)
$1,273,455 ($127,346 per position)
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FY26-27 Budget Process

Sheriff’s Office Submitted Baseline Budget 
FY26-27:  $177,544,761

Sheriff’s Office CAO’s Recommended Budget
FY26-27:  $188,231,272

Maintain Status Quo Augmentation Requested 
FY26-27:  $755,447

Maintain Status Quo Augmentation Requested 
FY26-27:  $3,948,455

Sheriff’s Office Requested Budget
FY26-27:  $192,935,174
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 Questions
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: ORD 26-003 April 07, 2026

Item No.27 

Agenda Ready4/2/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 OrdinanceVersion: Matter Type:

a.  Receive a status update on Ordinance No. 5443, adding Section 12.28.013 to Title 12 of the 

Monterey County Code to prohibit oversized vehicle parking at all times with tow away authorization 

on Railroad Avenue on both sides from the centerline of Salinas Road easterly to its end, and Allison 

Road on both sides between Railroad Avenue and San Juan Road, in the unincorporated area of the 

County of Monterey; and  

b.  Provide direction to staff. (ADDED VIA ADDENDA)

CEQA Action: Categorically Exempt.

 

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors:

a.  Receive a status update on Ordinance No. 5443, adding Section 12.28.013 to Title 12 of the 

Monterey County Code to prohibit oversized vehicle parking at all times with tow away authorization 

on Railroad Avenue on both sides from the centerline of Salinas Road easterly to its end, and Allison 

Road on both sides between Railroad Avenue and San Juan Road, in the unincorporated area of the 

County of Monterey; and  

b.  Provide direction to staff.

 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

On March 10, 2026, the Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 5443, to add Section 

12.28.013 to Title 12 of the Monterey County Code to prohibit oversized vehicle parking at all times 

with tow away authorization on Railroad Avenue on both sides from the centerline of Salinas Road 

easterly to its end, and Allison Road on both sides between Railroad Avenue and San Juan Road, in 

the unincorporated area of the County of Monterey, and find that the adoption of this ordinance is 

categorically exempt per California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 15301(c) and Section 15308 

of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.  There were concerns expressed 

about the status of the unhoused individuals living along the subject road, and concerns about the 

influence the City of Watsonville’s (sometimes referred to as “City”) ordinance which became effective 

on March 13, 2026, just 3 days after the March 10 County Board meeting, might have in Pajaro.  

Given these concerns, the Board directed staff to report back in 30 days on the status of unhoused 

individuals on Railroad Avenue, on discussions with the City of Watsonville and Santa Cruz County, 

and further explore expansion of the prohibition limits of the ordinance throughout the community of 

Pajaro.  With this information, the Board indicated it would give direction to staff on whether to 

continue implementing the ordinance by making it effective through installation of the signs, or 

otherwise.  
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With regard to a status update on homeless individuals and their conditions, the most recent census, 

taken on March 19, revealed 9 RVs remaining on Railroad Avenue.  County of Santa Cruz and 

Community Action Board (CAB) of Santa Cruz County outreach workers attempted weekly 

engagements with the RV occupants.  However, they were unsuccessful in making contact with the 

vast majority of the households.  Outreach workers identified two open slots at the nearest safe 

parking program in the City of Watsonville, County of Santa Cruz, where the 24-ft size limit 

disqualified the households actively engaged.  Business cards were left on the windows, doors, and 

windshields of vehicles with failed contact attempts.  One household with a senior citizen and a minor 

child is enrolled in the County of Santa Cruz' housing navigation program.

 

County staff is continuing to explore a Safe Parking Program for the North Monterey County.  Though 

County staff has located potential sites, a designated and prepared location has not been developed as 

of the writing of the Board Report for the April 7, 2026 Board meeting.  Recently, staff learned that 

the property located at 2 Lewis Court, Pajaro, has closed escrow and is no longer available.  

Recognizing that, County staff are searching for other locations.

 

With regard to discussions with the City of Watsonville and the County of Santa Cruz, the County of 

Monterey's County Administrative Office (CAO), has held initial discussions with representatives of, 

and coordinating with, Santa Cruz County and their Office of Education.

 

With regard to the status update on oversized vehicles in Pajaro, staff conferred with law enforcement 

partners.  Information is still coming in, as of the time of writing this Board Report.  It appears it is still 

very early since the City’s ordinance and subsequent enforcement became effective on March 13, 

2026.  At the time of writing this report, oversized vehicles generally remain limited to Railroad 

Avenue, and more research needs to be performed to determine if there has been an increase in 

unhoused individuals' oversized vehicles on Railroad Avenue.

 

Background

At the February 10, 2026 Board Meeting, staff reported that:  In response to community concerns, 

Supervisorial District 2 prepared Board Referral No. 2025.11 seeking to adopt an ordinance to 

prohibit oversized vehicles parking on the entirety of Railroad Avenue, establish a tow-away zone, and 

authorize the immediate removal of vehicles that violate this no-parking restriction.  Railroad Avenue is 

a County maintained road in the Pajaro community, an unincorporated community in North Monterey 

County, south of the City of Watsonville.  It is Public Works, Facilities and Parks (PWFP) staff 

understanding from the Board Referral, that roadside parking of oversized vehicles on Railroad 

Avenue has created a consistent and increasing public health and safety concern for the community 

and businesses of Pajaro, particularly regarding unhoused persons living in  oversized vehicles along 

Railroad Avenue without appropriate services, disruptions for residents and businesses, crime, traffic 

hazards caused by parked vehicles blocking travel lanes, and the illegal dumping of trash and refuse. 

 

On November 4, 2025, PWFP provided the Board of Supervisors a preliminary analysis report in 

response to said Board referral.  The Board added Allison Road for consideration, due to the 

proximity to commercial agricultural operations and corresponding food safety concerns.  The Board 

also indicated the need for a Safe Parking Program in North Monterey County, as a location for 
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unhoused individuals who would be displaced, and directed staff to explore options to facilitate a Safe 

Parking Program.

 

For months, the staff of the CAO-Homelessness Strategies and Initiatives Division, Health 

Department-Environmental Health Bureau (EHB), Monterey County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) Vehicle 

Abatement, California Highway Patrol (CHP), Housing and Community Development (HCD), Office 

of the County Counsel and PWFP have been contending with complaints of illegal dumping/litter, 

oversized vehicles parking and causing health and safety issues, parked campers and other issues 

including potential food safety issues in this area of Pajaro.  Much of this same team has been working 

to identify a Safe Parking Program in North Monterey County.  The proposed ordinance would add 

Section 12.28.013 to Chapter 12.28 - STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING of Title 12 - 

VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC of the Monterey County Code.

 

Based on the feedback and research conducted by staff, a new section of Title 12 of the Monterey 

County Code must be established to achieve the objectives of the Board Referral’s request.  Staff 

proposed an ordinance to add this new section.  The ordinance also codified the definition of an 

“oversized vehicle” because a definition does not exist in State law (the California Vehicle Code).

 

The ordinance is for the protection of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of County 

constituents and visitors in the Pajaro community.

 

At the February 10, 2026 Board meeting, the Board approved waiving the first reading and setting 

March 10, 2026, at 10:30 AM, to consider adoption of the ordinance.  Some public comments on the 

proposed ordinance were received at the February 10, 2026 meeting, including additional direction 

from the Board.  That additional direction included: a status report on the timeline of connecting the 

unhoused to services and resources; and, exploring expansion of the No Oversized Vehicle parking 

ordinance into all of the Pajaro community, given the recent actions taken by a neighboring 

municipality, the City of Watsonville.  It was reported at the February 10, 2026, Board Meeting, that 

the City of Watsonville was considering an ordinance that was stricter than the County’s proposed 

ordinance.  The City adopted its ordinance on February 10 which became effective on March 13, 

2026.    

 

Staff reported on these updates at the March 10, 2026 Board Meeting.  Staff reported that with 

regard to the status: On any given day, there are approximately twelve to fifteen oversized vehicles 

parked with people experiencing homelessness occupying them as their primary means of housing. The 

Board of Supervisors directed the Homelessness Strategies and Initiatives Division to deploy homeless 

street outreach teams to engage with individuals and families that would be impacted by the 

recommended ordinance and identify possible solutions for homelessness status.  Though County staff 

is exploring a Safe Parking Program and has located potential sites, a designated and prepared 

location has not been developed as of the writing of the Board Report for the April 7, 2026 Board 

meeting.  Additional direction on March 10 was to explore the expansion of the No Oversized Vehicle 

ordinance.  Since the first reading of the ordinance, County staff has further conferred with law 

enforcement.  While data was limited since the previous Board meeting, there was concern that a 

neighboring jurisdiction (City of Watsonville) has enacted an ordinance stricter than this proposed 

County ordinance.  There was also consensus among law enforcement to expand the ordinance to 
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more roads in Pajaro.  Staff also reported that the City of Watsonville’s ordinance would become 

effective on March 13, 2026, so there was not much data as to the effect the City’s ordinance may 

have on the Pajaro community.  At the time, staff proposed that the Board adopt the ordinance with 

the current prohibition limits and continue to monitor the conditions as part of an incremental approach.  

Should conditions in the future necessitate expansion of the prohibition limits, staff will return to the 

Board to provide an update and seek direction at that time.

 

This ordinance is one component of a broader County strategy that includes continued pursuit of a 

Safe Parking Program and coordination with service providers to connect unhoused individuals to 

shelter, sanitation, and housing resources.

 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

PWFP staff have been working with the Department of Housing and Community Development 

(HCD), Office of the County Counsel, Monterey County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO), County 

Administrative Office (CAO) - Homelessness Strategies and Initiatives Division, Health Department - 

Environmental Health Bureau (EHB), California Highway Patrol (CHP) and others.  The Office of the 

County Counsel has approved the ordinance as to legal form.

 

FINANCING:

Adoption of this ordinance requires the posting of appropriate signage.  These traffic control devices 

will be funded by the Road Fund.  The cost to install the necessary signage is estimated at $6,000.  

Sufficient funds are available in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025-26 Recommended Budget for the Road 

Fund 002, Appropriation Unit PFP004 to finance this work.

 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):

The adoption of the ordinance is categorically exempt under the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) pursuant to the California Code of Regulations (CCR) sections 15301(c) and 15308 of the 

CEQA Guidelines because the action will involve negligible changes to existing County regulations that 

govern existing County highways and streets and the action is for the protection of the environment.

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS:

The recommended action supports the Board of Supervisors’ Strategic Plan Goals for Well-Being and 

Quality of Life, and Safe and Resilient Communities.  These services will enhance the County’s 

transportation safety and accessibility, improving the quality of life for County residents.

 

 X   Well-Being and Quality of Life

_ _  Sustainable Infrastructure for the Present and Future

 X   Safe and Resilient Communities

_ _  Diverse and Thriving Economy

_ _  Administrative

 

Prepared by:   Randell Ishii, MS, PE, TE, PTOE, Director of Public Works, Facilities and Parks

Reviewed by:  Enrique Saavedra, PE, Chief of Public Works

Approved by: Randell Ishii, MS, PE, TE, PTOE, Director of Public Works, Facilities and Parks 
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Attachments:  

Attachment A - Board Referral No. 2025.11

Attachment B - Ordinance No. 5443 

Attachment C - Location Map
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: ORD 26-003 April 07, 2026

Item No. 

Agenda Ready4/2/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 OrdinanceVersion: Matter Type:

a.  Receive a status update on Ordinance No. 5443, adding Section 12.28.013 to Title 12 of the 

Monterey County Code to prohibit oversized vehicle parking at all times with tow away 

authorization on Railroad Avenue on both sides from the centerline of Salinas Road easterly to 

its end, and Allison Road on both sides between Railroad Avenue and San Juan Road, in the 

unincorporated area of the County of Monterey; and  

b.  Provide direction to staff.

CEQA Action: Categorically Exempt.

 

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors:

a.  Receive a status update on Ordinance No. 5443, adding Section 12.28.013 to Title 12 of the 

Monterey County Code to prohibit oversized vehicle parking at all times with tow away 

authorization on Railroad Avenue on both sides from the centerline of Salinas Road easterly to 

its end, and Allison Road on both sides between Railroad Avenue and San Juan Road, in the 

unincorporated area of the County of Monterey; and  

b.  Provide direction to staff.

 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

On March 10, 2026, the Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 5443, to add Section 

12.28.013 to Title 12 of the Monterey County Code to prohibit oversized vehicle parking at all 

times with tow away authorization on Railroad Avenue on both sides from the centerline of 

Salinas Road easterly to its end, and Allison Road on both sides between Railroad Avenue and 

San Juan Road, in the unincorporated area of the County of Monterey, and find that the 

adoption of this ordinance is categorically exempt per California Code of Regulations (CCR) 

Section 15301(c) and Section 15308 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Guidelines.  There were concerns expressed about the status of the unhoused individuals living 

along the subject road, and concerns about the influence the City of Watsonville’s (sometimes 

referred to as “City”) ordinance which became effective on March 13, 2026, just 3 days after the 

March 10 County Board meeting, might have in Pajaro.  Given these concerns, the Board 

directed staff to report back in 30 days on the status of unhoused individuals on Railroad 

Avenue, on discussions with the City of Watsonville and Santa Cruz County, and further 

explore expansion of the prohibition limits of the ordinance throughout the community of 

Pajaro.  With this information, the Board indicated it would give direction to staff on whether to 

continue implementing the ordinance by making it effective through installation of the signs, or 

otherwise.  
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With regard to a status update on homeless individuals and their conditions, the most recent 

census, taken on March 19, revealed 9 RVs remaining on Railroad Avenue.  County of Santa 

Cruz and Community Action Board (CAB) of Santa Cruz County outreach workers attempted 

weekly engagements with the RV occupants.  However, they were unsuccessful in making 

contact with the vast majority of the households.  Outreach workers identified two open slots at 

the nearest safe parking program in the City of Watsonville, County of Santa Cruz, where the 

24-ft size limit disqualified the households actively engaged.  Business cards were left on the 

windows, doors, and windshields of vehicles with failed contact attempts.  One household with 

a senior citizen and a minor child is enrolled in the County of Santa Cruz' housing navigation 

program.

 

County staff is continuing to explore a Safe Parking Program for the North Monterey County.  

Though County staff has located potential sites, a designated and prepared location has not been 

developed as of the writing of the Board Report for the April 7, 2026 Board meeting.  Recently, 

staff learned that the property located at 2 Lewis Court, Pajaro, has closed escrow and is no 

longer available.  Recognizing that, County staff are searching for other locations.

 

With regard to discussions with the City of Watsonville and the County of Santa Cruz, the 

County of Monterey's County Administrative Office (CAO), has held initial discussions with 

representatives of, and coordinating with, Santa Cruz County and their Office of Education.

 

With regard to the status update on oversized vehicles in Pajaro, staff conferred with law 

enforcement partners.  Information is still coming in, as of the time of writing this Board 

Report.  It appears it is still very early since the City’s ordinance and subsequent enforcement 

became effective on March 13, 2026.  At the time of writing this report, oversized vehicles 

generally remain limited to Railroad Avenue, and more research needs to be performed to 

determine if there has been an increase in unhoused individuals' oversized vehicles on Railroad 

Avenue.

 

Background

At the February 10, 2026 Board Meeting, staff reported that:  In response to community 

concerns, Supervisorial District 2 prepared Board Referral No. 2025.11 seeking to adopt an 

ordinance to prohibit oversized vehicles parking on the entirety of Railroad Avenue, establish a 

tow-away zone, and authorize the immediate removal of vehicles that violate this no-parking 

restriction.  Railroad Avenue is a County maintained road in the Pajaro community, an 

unincorporated community in North Monterey County, south of the City of Watsonville.  It is 

Public Works, Facilities and Parks (PWFP) staff understanding from the Board Referral, that 

roadside parking of oversized vehicles on Railroad Avenue has created a consistent and 

increasing public health and safety concern for the community and businesses of Pajaro, 

particularly regarding unhoused persons living in  oversized vehicles along Railroad Avenue 

without appropriate services, disruptions for residents and businesses, crime, traffic hazards 

caused by parked vehicles blocking travel lanes, and the illegal dumping of trash and refuse. 

 

On November 4, 2025, PWFP provided the Board of Supervisors a preliminary analysis report 

in response to said Board referral.  The Board added Allison Road for consideration, due to the 

proximity to commercial agricultural operations and corresponding food safety concerns.  The 

Board also indicated the need for a Safe Parking Program in North Monterey County, as a 
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location for unhoused individuals who would be displaced, and directed staff to explore options 

to facilitate a Safe Parking Program.

 

For months, the staff of the CAO-Homelessness Strategies and Initiatives Division, Health 

Department-Environmental Health Bureau (EHB), Monterey County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO) 

Vehicle Abatement, California Highway Patrol (CHP), Housing and Community Development 

(HCD), Office of the County Counsel and PWFP have been contending with complaints of 

illegal dumping/litter, oversized vehicles parking and causing health and safety issues, parked 

campers and other issues including potential food safety issues in this area of Pajaro.  Much of 

this same team has been working to identify a Safe Parking Program in North Monterey 

County.  The proposed ordinance would add Section 12.28.013 to Chapter 12.28 - STOPPING, 

STANDING AND PARKING of Title 12 - VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC of the Monterey 

County Code.

 

Based on the feedback and research conducted by staff, a new section of Title 12 of the 

Monterey County Code must be established to achieve the objectives of the Board Referral’s 

request.  Staff proposed an ordinance to add this new section.  The ordinance also codified the 

definition of an “oversized vehicle” because a definition does not exist in State law (the 

California Vehicle Code).

 

The ordinance is for the protection of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of County 

constituents and visitors in the Pajaro community.

 

At the February 10, 2026 Board meeting, the Board approved waiving the first reading and 

setting March 10, 2026, at 10:30 AM, to consider adoption of the ordinance.  Some public 

comments on the proposed ordinance were received at the February 10, 2026 meeting, 

including additional direction from the Board.  That additional direction included: a status 

report on the timeline of connecting the unhoused to services and resources; and, exploring 

expansion of the No Oversized Vehicle parking ordinance into all of the Pajaro community, 

given the recent actions taken by a neighboring municipality, the City of Watsonville.  It was 

reported at the February 10, 2026, Board Meeting, that the City of Watsonville was considering 

an ordinance that was stricter than the County’s proposed ordinance.  The City adopted its 

ordinance on February 10 which became effective on March 13, 2026.    

 

Staff reported on these updates at the March 10, 2026 Board Meeting.  Staff reported that with 

regard to the status: On any given day, there are approximately twelve to fifteen oversized 

vehicles parked with people experiencing homelessness occupying them as their primary means 

of housing. The Board of Supervisors directed the Homelessness Strategies and Initiatives 

Division to deploy homeless street outreach teams to engage with individuals and families that 

would be impacted by the recommended ordinance and identify possible solutions for 

homelessness status.  Though County staff is exploring a Safe Parking Program and has located 

potential sites, a designated and prepared location has not been developed as of the writing of 

the Board Report for the April 7, 2026 Board meeting.  Additional direction on March 10 was 

to explore the expansion of the No Oversized Vehicle ordinance.  Since the first reading of the 

ordinance, County staff has further conferred with law enforcement.  While data was limited 

since the previous Board meeting, there was concern that a neighboring jurisdiction (City of 

Watsonville) has enacted an ordinance stricter than this proposed County ordinance.  There was 
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also consensus among law enforcement to expand the ordinance to more roads in Pajaro.  Staff 

also reported that the City of Watsonville’s ordinance would become effective on March 13, 

2026, so there was not much data as to the effect the City’s ordinance may have on the Pajaro 

community.  At the time, staff proposed that the Board adopt the ordinance with the current 

prohibition limits and continue to monitor the conditions as part of an incremental approach.  

Should conditions in the future necessitate expansion of the prohibition limits, staff will return 

to the Board to provide an update and seek direction at that time.

 

This ordinance is one component of a broader County strategy that includes continued pursuit 

of a Safe Parking Program and coordination with service providers to connect unhoused 

individuals to shelter, sanitation, and housing resources.

 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

PWFP staff have been working with the Department of Housing and Community Development 

(HCD), Office of the County Counsel, Monterey County Sheriff’s Office (MCSO), County 

Administrative Office (CAO) - Homelessness Strategies and Initiatives Division, Health 

Department - Environmental Health Bureau (EHB), California Highway Patrol (CHP) and 

others.  The Office of the County Counsel has approved the ordinance as to legal form.

 

FINANCING:

Adoption of this ordinance requires the posting of appropriate signage.  These traffic control 

devices will be funded by the Road Fund.  The cost to install the necessary signage is estimated 

at $6,000.  Sufficient funds are available in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025-26 Recommended 

Budget for the Road Fund 002, Appropriation Unit PFP004 to finance this work.

 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):

The adoption of the ordinance is categorically exempt under the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to the California Code of Regulations (CCR) sections 15301(c) 

and 15308 of the CEQA Guidelines because the action will involve negligible changes to 

existing County regulations that govern existing County highways and streets and the action is 

for the protection of the environment.

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS:

The recommended action supports the Board of Supervisors’ Strategic Plan Goals for 

Well-Being and Quality of Life, and Safe and Resilient Communities.  These services will 

enhance the County’s transportation safety and accessibility, improving the quality of life for 

County residents.

 

 X   Well-Being and Quality of Life

_ _  Sustainable Infrastructure for the Present and Future

 X   Safe and Resilient Communities

_ _  Diverse and Thriving Economy

_ _  Administrative

 

Prepared by:   Randell Ishii, MS, PE, TE, PTOE, Director of Public Works, Facilities and Parks

Reviewed by:  Enrique Saavedra, PE, Chief of Public Works

Approved by: Randell Ishii, MS, PE, TE, PTOE, Director of Public Works, Facilities and Parks 
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Attachments:  

Attachment A - Board Referral No. 2025.11

Attachment B - Ordinance No. 5443 

Attachment C - Location Map
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Ordinance re: No Oversized Vehicle (Pajaro)  
Parking on Railroad Ave. and Allison Road  Page 1 of 4 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 5443 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF MONTEREY, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, TO 
ADD SECTION 12.28.013 TO THE MONTEREY COUNTY CODE TO PROHIBIT 
OVERSIZED VEHICLE PARKING AT ALL TIMES WITH TOW AWAY 
AUTHORIZATION ON RAILROAD AVENUE AND ALLISON ROAD  

 
County Counsel Summary 

 
This is an ordinance for the protection of the public peace, health, and 

safety of Monterey County residents and visitors to prohibit oversized vehicle 
parking at all times along Railroad Avenue and Allison Road.  This ordinance is 
necessary due to individuals parking oversized vehicles on Railroad Avenue and 
Allison Road in an unsafe manner creating obstruction of the travel lanes, and a 
danger to pedestrians and vehicles.  This ordinance adds Section 12.28.013 to the 
Monterey County Code to prohibit oversized vehicle parking at all times with tow 
away authorization along Railroad Avenue on both sides from the centerline of 
Salinas Road easterly to its end, and Allison Road on both sides between Railroad 
Avenue and San Juan Road.   

 
The Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey ordains as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. PURPOSE AND FINDINGS. 
 
A. Pursuant to Article XI, section 7 of the California Constitution, the County of 

Monterey (“County”) may adopt and enforce ordinances and regulations not in conflict with 
general laws to protect and promote the public health, safety, and welfare of its citizens. 

 
B. California Vehicle Code section 22507 authorizes the County to enact regulations 

by ordinance to prohibit or restrict the stopping, parking, or standing of vehicles on certain 
streets and highways, or portions thereof, during all or certain hours of the day.  The parking of 
oversized vehicles can create public safety concerns.  Oversized vehicles can obstruct access to 
rights-of-way, reduce sight distance, and reduce visibility at intersections and crosswalks.  These 
obstructions can create increased hazardous traffic conditions and risks of collision, and 
endanger motorists, bicyclists, pedestrians, and other members of the public.   

 
C. California Vehicle Code section 22650(b) provides that removal of a vehicle as 

provided in Vehicle Code section 22651 is only reasonable if necessary to achieve a community 
caretaking need such as ensuring the safe flow of traffic or protecting property from theft or 
vandalism. 

 
D. California Vehicle Code section 22651 provides that a peace officer, as defined in 

Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or a regularly 
employed and salaried employee who is engaged in directing traffic or enforcing parking laws 
and regulations of a county in which a vehicle is located may remove a vehicle located within the 
territorial limits in which the officer or employee may act, under enumerated circumstances.  
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Specifically, here, subsection (k) provides:  “If a vehicle is parked or left standing upon a 
highway for 72 or more consecutive hours in violation of a local ordinance authorizing removal.” 

 
E. In response to community concerns, on September 16, 2025, Supervisorial 

District 2 prepared Board Referral No. 2025.11 (“Referral”) seeking to identify solutions to 
respond to the public peace, health and safety emergency concerns at Railroad Avenue in the 
Pajaro Community within the unincorporated area of North Monterey County.  

 
F. Said Referral was made due to increased levels of parking of oversized vehicles 

resulting in traffic congestion, parking issues, blocked residential access and blocked emergency 
vehicle access at Railroad Avenue.  The purpose of said Referral was for the Board of 
Supervisors to consider adoption of an ordinance to prohibit oversized vehicle parking on the 
entirety of Railroad Avenue in the unincorporated area of the County of Monterey and to 
establish a tow-away zone, authorizing removal of vehicles that violate this no-parking 
restriction to address the issue of individuals living in oversized vehicles along Railroad Avenue 
without appropriate services.  These individuals park a variety of oversized vehicles, including 
motor homes, campers and trailers, to sleep and live in.  The uncontrolled use of Railroad 
Avenue for these purposes has resulted in serious disruptions for residents and businesses as well 
as health and safety issues, including crime, blocking of travel lanes and dumping of trash and 
refuse. 

 
G. On November 4, 2025, Public Works, Facilities and Parks (“PWFP”) staff 

provided the Board of Supervisors a preliminary analysis report in response to said Referral.  The 
Board added Allison Road to the prohibition due to similar health and safety issues as described 
above for Railroad Avenue, coupled with food safety concerns for Allison Road due to its 
proximity to agricultural fields.  In addition, the Board directed the exploration of a Safe Parking 
Program for North Monterey County.    

 
H. Given all of the above, it is necessary and appropriate for the protection of the 

public peace, health, and safety of Monterey County residents and visitors to prohibit parking of 
oversized vehicles along Railroad Avenue at all times with tow away authorization on both sides 
from the centerline of Salinas Road easterly to its end, and along Allison Road on both sides 
between Railroad Avenue and San Juan Road. 
 

I. The adoption of the ordinance is categorically exempt under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) pursuant to sections 15301(c) and 15308 of the CEQA 
Guidelines because the action will involve negligible changes to the existing County regulations 
that govern the existing County highways and streets, and the action is for the protection of the 
environment. 

 
SECTION 2. Section 12.28.013 of the Monterey County Code is hereby added to read 

as follows: 

12.28.013 – Prohibited at all times with tow-away authorization (oversized vehicles). 

For the purposes of this Section, “Oversized Vehicle” shall mean a motor vehicle under 
California Vehicle Code section 670, as may be amended from time to time, which also meets 
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one or more of the following criteria: exceeds seven (7) feet in height; or exceeds seven and a 
half (7 1/2’) feet in width; or exceeds twenty-two (22’) feet in length; or having a manufacturer’s 
gross vehicle weight rating of ten thousand (10,000) pounds or more.  Removal of vehicles in 
violation of this prohibition shall be processed consistent with California Vehicle Code section 
22651, et seq. as may be amended from time to time. 

No person shall stop, park, or leave standing any Oversized Vehicle, whether attended or 
unattended, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the 
directions of a peace officer or official traffic control device, in any of the following places at 
any time, and the Director of Transportation of the County of Monterey is directed to place and 
maintain appropriate signs or curb markings giving notice of this regulation and post signs 
providing for the removal of vehicles in violation of this prohibition at such places:  

Allison Road, on both sides between Railroad Avenue and San Juan Road. 

Railroad Avenue, on both sides from the centerline of Salinas Road easterly to its end, 
no person shall stop, park, or leave standing, any oversized vehicle, whether attended or 
unattended, except as provided in Section 12.28.010 of the Monterey County Code, as may be 
amended from time to time, when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance 
with the directions of a peace officer or official traffic control device. 

SECTION 3. OTHER ACTIONS. 
 
 County staff are authorized and directed to take such other and further actions as may be 
necessary or appropriate to implement the intent and purposes of this ordinance including the 
posting of appropriate signage in and around the described locations. 
 
SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. 
 
 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason 
held to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this 
ordinance.  The Board of Supervisors hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance 
and each section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any 
one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared invalid. 
 
SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERM.   

 
 This ordinance shall become effective on the thirty-first day following its adoption.  
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 10 day of March 2026, by the following vote: 
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AYES: Supervisors Alejo, Church, Lopez and Daniels 

NOES: Supervisor Root Askew 

ABSENT: None 
__________________________________________ 
Wendy Root Askew, Chair 
Monterey County Board of Supervisors 

AT T E S T: 

VALERIE RALPH 
Clerk of the Board 

By: ________________________________ 
Deputy Margarita Hernandez  

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

KELLY L. DONLON 
Chief Assistant County Counsel 
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Board Referral Form 11/02/09, revised 6/08/12; 1/15/14; 05/01/2018; 09/30/2019, 1/13/20, and 6/01/22 
 

Monterey County Board of Supervisors 
Referral Submittal Form 

                                 Referral No. 2025.11 
                                                                                                       Assignment Date: 09/16/25 

                                                                                                                                 (Completed by CAO’s Office) 
 
SUBMITTAL - Completed by referring Board office and returned to CAO no later than 10:00AM on 
Wednesday prior to Board meeting: 
Date:  5 Sept. 2025 Submitted By:  Supervisor Glenn Church District #: 2 
Referral Title: No Recreational Vehicle Parking on Railroad Avenue in Pajaro 
Referral Purpose:  
Request for the Board of Supervisors to consider adoption of an ordinance to prohibit recreational vehicle parking 
on the entirety of Railroad Avenue in the unincorporated area of the County of Monterey and establish a tow-
away zone, authorizing the immediate removal of vehicles that violate this no-parking restriction. 
Brief Referral Description (attach additional sheet as required):  
Homeless individuals are living in recreational vehicles along this road without appropriate services. These 
individuals park a variety of vehicles, including motor homes, campers and trailers, to sleep and live in. The 
uncontrolled use of the road for this purpose has resulted in serious disruptions for residents and businesses as 
well as health and safety problems, including crime, blocking of travel lanes and dumping of trash and refuse. 

Classification - Implication Mode of Response  
� Ministerial / Minor 
X     Land Use Policy  
� Social Policy  
� Budget Policy  
� Other:  ____________________________ 

� Memo        X Board Report       � Presentation    
Requested Response Timeline 

� 2 weeks             X 1 month             � 6 weeks   
�  Status reports until completed 
� Other: ASAP  Specific Date: _______ 

 
ASSIGNMENT – Provided by CAO at Board Meeting. Copied to Board Offices and Department Head(s) 
Completed by CAO’s Office: 
Department(s): PWFP 
 

Referral Lead: Randy Ishii Board Date: 09/16/25 

REASSIGNMENT – Provided by CAO.  Copied to Board Offices and Department Head(s).  Completed by 
CAO’s Office: 
Department(s): 
 

Referral Lead: Date: 

 
ANALYSIS - Completed by Department and copied to Board Offices and CAO: 
Department analysis of resources required/impact on existing department priorities to complete referral: 

Analysis Completed By:      
______________________________________ 
 
Date:  ______________                                               

Department’s Recommended Response Timeline 
� By requested date 
� 2 weeks       � 1 month      � 6 weeks   � 6 months   
� 1 year           � Other/Specific Date: _____________   
 

 
REFERRAL RESPONSE/COMPLETION - Provided by Department to Board Offices and CAO: 
Referral Response Date:    
                                                        

Board Item No.: Referrals List Deletion: 

 
Note:  Please cc Claudia Escalante and Karina Bokanovich on all CAO correspondence relating to referrals. 
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Before the Board of Supervisors in and for the 
County of Monterey, State of California 

 

 

 
Adopt the Board of Supervisors' meeting 
schedule for the calendar year 2026………… 

) 
) 

The Board will meet on Wednesday, May 27, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. and Thursday, May 28, 2026, at 
9:00 a.m. for Budget Hearings and will meet each Tuesday at 9:00 a.m., as scheduled below:   

Meeting On: 
  January 6, 2026 

January 13, 2026 
January 27, 2026 
February 3, 2026 
February 10, 2026 

February 13, 2026, Legislative Workshop – Friday 
March 6, 2026 BOS/Department Head Retreat – Friday  

March 10, 2026 
March 17, 2026 
March 24, 2026 

April 7, 2026 – Budget Workshop  
April 14, 2026 
April 21, 2026 
April 28, 2026 
May 5, 2026 
May 12, 2026 
May 19, 2026 

May 27, 2026 Budget Hearings – Wednesday  
May 28, 2026 Budget Hearings  – Thursday  

June 2, 2026 
June 9, 2026 

June 16, 2026 Budget Adoption and other agenda items 
June 23, 2026 

June 25, 2026 Executive Performance Evaluations -Thursday  
June 26, 2026 Executive Performance Evaluations – Friday (If needed)  

July 7, 2026 
August 11, 2026 
August 18, 2026 
August 25, 2026 

September 1, 2026 
September 8, 2026 Labor Day  

September 15, 2026  
September 22, 2026 
September 29, 2026 

October 13, 2026 
October 20, 2026 
October 27, 2026 
November 3, 2026 
November 17, 2026 
December 8, 2026 

December 9, 2026 Executive Performance Evaluations – Wednesday   
December 15, 2026 
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Before the Board of Supervisors in and for the 
County of Monterey, State of California 

 

 
 
The Board will not meet on the following dates in observance of holidays, other recesses and 
conferences or otherwise posted, at 9:00 a.m. as noted below:   
 

No Meeting On: In observance of: 
January 20, 2026 Martin Luther King’s Day 
February 17, 2026 President’s Day 
February 24, 2026  NACo Legislative Conference, Washington, 

D.C 
March 4, 2026 March 3, 2026 Department Head Retreat 

March 31, 2026 Cesar Chavez Day 
May 26, 2026 Memorial Day 
June 30, 2026  Fifth Tuesday 
July 14, 2026 Summer Recess 
July 21, 2026 Summer Recess/2026 NACo Legislative 

Conference (July 17-20, New Orleans, LA) 
July 28, 2026 Summer Recess 

August 4, 2026 Summer Recess  
September 8, 2026 Labor Day  

October 6, 2026 Fall Break  
November 10, 2026 Veterans Day 
November 24, 2026 Thanksgiving  
December 1, 2026 Thanksgiving  
December 22, 2026 Winter Break 
December 29, 2026 Winter Break 

 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 23rd day of September 2025 upon motion of Supervisor Luis 
A. Alejo and seconded by Supervisor Glenn Church, by the following vote, to-wit: 
 
AYES:        Supervisor Lopez, Root Askew, Daniels, Alejo and Church    
NOES:        None   
ABSENT:   None   
 
I, Valerie Ralph, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Monterey, State of California, hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true copy of an original order of said Board of Supervisors duly made and entered in the 
minutes thereof of Minute Book 82 for the meeting on September 23, 2025.                       . 
 
 
 
 
 
Revised date: October 9, 2025                                          Valerie Ralph, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors  
Legister File ID No. 25-654                                   County of Monterey, State of California 
Agenda Item No. 43 
 
                                                                              By _______________________________________ 
                                                                                                   Valerie Ralph, Clerk of the Board  
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