
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































& Fund 1503 (116)- Nacimiento Dam
?lunge Pool Erosion Protection

In FY 2027, the Agency will complete the
design of the spillway Plunge Pool Erosion
Protection Project

Estimate: $500,000 (FY27)

*  Funding: 100%
$6.1 mil State Funding Agreement

e FERC & DSOD review, and approval
required

* No construction date; dependent on
FERC, DSOD, and funding

« Dam Safety Project: Located at the toe
of the dam and end of the spillway.

* Receives water from spillway during
releases operations

300



Fund 1508 (130) — Hydro-Electric Plant Operations

FUND 130 ch?f:st

Expenses 1,733,457
Revenue 1,365,496
Employee Cost - Salaries and Benefits 343,388
GL & Pollution Insurances 96,104
Services - County Departments 62,466
Contractors/Consultants 403,000
Equipments & Vehicles 8,400
Services & Supplies - External 120,099
Fund Transfer Out 700,000
TOTAL EXPENDITURES: 1,733,457
Ad Valorem Taxes -

Special Assessments -

Hydroelectric Revenue 1,302,200
GRANTS - Local, State and Federal -

Interests and Other Income 63,296
Agency & County Interfund Transfers -

TOTAL REVENUEs 1,365,496

Budgeted Activities in FY27:

Meter calibrations
Upgrade chatterbox
Upgrade PLC

Hydraulic ground upgrade
Update electrical drawing

Transfer to Dam Ops 1503 (116)

April 16, 2026
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Fund 1508 (130)- Hydroelectric Revenue Utlllzatlon

In July 2003, the Agency's Board of Supervisors adopted:
* Ordinance 4203 and Resolution 03-295
Ordinance 4203 declared the BOS intent to:

Q

Adopt separate resolutions to amend Resolution 85-292 and the Joint Powers
Agreement for the Monterey County Power Authority to allocate the use of revenue
generated by the Nacimiento Hydroelectric Plant following retirement of the Lease
Revenue Bonds solely to MCWRA; and

To clarify Resolution 95-250 regarding the use of hydroelectric revenue generated by
the Nacimiento Hydroelectric Plant.

Resolution 03-295 provides historical context and:

0 Amends Resolution 85-292 to allocate all “net revenue” including the County’s then
existing 20% share, to the Agency.
0  Amends Resolution 95-250 to 1) allow for “up to” $200,000 per year to be assigned
to the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project and Salinas Valley Reclamation Project;
and
0 2)assigns the remaining balance of “net revenue”, up to 100%, to the Nacimiento
and San Antonio “Capital Asset Management Program”.
0 Theassignment is to be determined through the annual budget process.
April 16, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting 302
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Fund 1508 (130)- Hydroelectrlc Revenue Utilization

2026-27 Fiscal-year Staff Determinations:

» Nacimiento and San Antonio dams are high-hazard, multibillion dollar facilities
protecting over 250,000 residents from flood, recharging groundwater in over 400,000
acres, slowing seawater intrusion in the 180/400 foot aquifer subbasin by supplying
water to the Salinas River Diversion Facility, and supporting a ~$5 billion agricultural
economy;

» Zone 2C assessments cannot cover current O&M as contemplated in the 2003
Engineer’s Report;

» The 2026-27 Fund 1503 (116) proposed budget:

* Minimizes routine O&M to essentials;

* Maximizes reliance upon state grants;

* Has limited, readily available, alternative revenue sources;

» Forecasted a ~$1.36M fund balance draw and fiscal-year ending fund balance
of ~$1.4M.

» To minimize further, adverse impact to Fund 1503 (116), staff recommends to continue
the $700k transfer from Fund 1508 (130) consistent with Resolution 03-295 to support
dam safety and maintenance projects.

April 16, 2026
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Fund 1509 (131) — CSIP Proposed Activities

CSIP Projects- Fund 131 Funded Category
M1W FY26 $2,014,132 CSIP Operations
M1W Annual Budget FY27 $1,810,617 CSIP Operations
Difference -$203,514
**Reduction made from initial ;
Ranking . ‘oposal Ranking . .**.Flteductlon made from
WRA Led Projects prop WRA Led Projects initial proposal
Title 22 Eng Report & Permit Regulatory Operations Review &
1 Migration Project $120,000 Compliance 8 Revisions/ 30yr update $50,000 ORI ES
mgsei;?gecvzrl];plrl:gr?f water Regulato Electrical Equipment Cabinet Deferred
2 ) P ’ $75,000 g atory 9  Hazard Replacement (Well $40,000 .
orders, inspection equipment, Compliance Sites) Maintenance
materials)
CSIP Condition Assessment- o CIP Plan/ Deferred Flowmeter Recalibration Deferred
3 Phase 1IB/ MP Support $200,000 Main./Reg 10 Project (15 units) $50,000 Maintenance
. - In-field equipment Corrosion
4  Above-groundequipment $75000 o+ | cnuealDeferred © oo ion (10 turmouts, 2 well - $50,000 DSHElEY
locating project & repairs Maintenance sites) Maintenance
ARV Replacement Plan (10-20 % Critical Deferred Well Maintenance, Planning, o
5 units) $50,000 Maintenance 12 Repairs (03R02, next well site) $200,000 WMPR
Cathodic Protection Deferred

6 CSIP Pond Agitators (1/3) $50,000 Ops Improvements 13  Maintenance and Repairs $100,000 **

(Anode Well, rectifier repairs) Maintenance

7 Isgla'uon Valve Repfanrs, $75.000 ** Qeferred
miscellaneous equipment Maintenance
Not Funded
WRA Total $1,135,000 14  CMMS Development $125,000 Ops Improvements
Electrical Upgrades Facility CIP

Offsetw/ M1W reduction $931,486 15 Replacement(Lapis VFDs) $170,000

April 16, 2026
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Fund 1509 (131) - CSIP Proposed Activities

* Focus on corrosion corrections,
repairs, pipeline asset locating,
condition assessments,
regulatory compliance, asset
protection, etc.

* CIP’s and improvements are
mostly unfunded

Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project

Title 22 Engineering Report for Recycled Water Use and
Distribution

REVISED DRAFT

April 16, 2026
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Fund 1511 (134) - SRDF Proposed Activities

SRDF Projects- Fund 134

M1W FY26
M1W FY27
Difference
Ranking WRA Led
1 Settlement survey
2 Filtration Improvement Project cont.
3 CABM Scour Repair Engineering and Design
4 CSIP Pond Agitators (1/3)
5 Operations system review and Revision/ update 16 yr
6 SRDF Operational needs, Wetwell cleanout, Weir
torquing
7 Air compressor replacement 1
Unfunded
8 6th filter equipment
9 New filter bodies, lid and elbow SS
10  Cover building & gantry crane
11  VFD Motor control retrofit design/ implementation
12  SRDF Flowmeter retrofit & install

$1,629,796
$1,443,936
-$185,860

$8,000
$125,000
$125,000
$50,000
$50,000
$75,000

$20,000

$200,000
$225,000
$200,000
$100,000
$120,000

WRA Total
Not Funded

Category
SRDF Operations
SRDF Operations

**Reduction made from initial proposal

$453,000
$845,000

Regulatory (Yearly)
Deferred Maintenance
Storm Damage Repair Study
Ops Improvement
Ops Improvement

Operations and Maintenance

Maintenance

CIP
Deferred Maintenance
CIP
SRDF CIP
CIP/ Ops

FY27 Request Min

April 16, 2026
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* Focuson:
* Filtration system repairs
* Valve replacement
* Corrosion management
* Operational needs
* Instream scour repair
project design
* No CIP’s or significant
improvements funded

Filters are

not working
correctly

April 16, 2026
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Monterey One Water
FY27 Budget Request Summary

CSIP 1,810,617 1,810,617
SVRP 4,917,307 300,000 5,217,307
SRDF 1,382,686 61,250 1,443,936
Total 8,110,610 361,250 8,471,860

April 16, 2026

Board of Directors Meeting
Page 44 fitces 308

Monterey County Water Resources
Agency




TR gty AN R & Lo
Well Replacement Proj

b Wt L Ly ¥ P iy

ect & Funding Agreement

CSIP Well 11B02 Replacement

Replacing collapsed and now
destroyed well 11B01

Initial design and project came in for
low bid at $1,542,295

After the exploratory borehole project,
updated design reduced the cost to
approximately $1.2mil

Partially Grant funded: $900k
Reconnection and outfitting estimated
to be an additional $600k

Current, estimated total project

cost: $1.8mil

Current, estimated funding shortfall:
$900k

CSIP Landowner Funding Agreements
in the works to supply the shortfall

April 16, 2026
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FY27 Rates :
Recommended
Water Delivery & Service Charge

WATER DELIVERY & SERVICE CHARGES
Fiscal Year 2025-2026 2026-2027
Water Delivery Charge $85.24 $100.24
Water Service Charge $88.57 $113.57
Total: $173.81 S213.81

April 16, 2026

Board of Directors Meeting
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FY27 Budget Schedules

¥ Jan 17 ¥ rebruary 21 4 :p;" 20 June 16
0]
Identify projects & Rev'iew & finalize March 16 Public Hearing BoS
estimates for FY27 Projects to Fund BoD Budget of EY27 RWP Rates Adoption of
M1W Initial Request | DRAFT Budget Workshop Final Budget FY27 Budget
Finalize Positions ! !
v T v = -- >
ISngs)ir;?(lJtnNeW Baseline Preliminary Budget, & BoS Public Hearing
Submission Budeet to FY27 rates to for FY27 Budget
Requeststo HR  to the County g .
Finance Finance Adoption of FY27
‘ March 2 Committee Committee Rates
January 31
y ‘ : May 194
g March 6 # April 3
MCWRA: CSIP Grower's Workshop March 2026
April 16, 2026 Board of Directors Meeting 311
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Before the Board of Directors of the Monterey County Water Resources Agency
County of Monterey, State of California

BOARD ORDER No. 26-017
Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency )
Board of Supervisors adopt a resolution approving the Monterey County )

Water Resources Agency Fiscal Year 2026-27 (FY27) Recommended Budget. )

Upon motion of , seconded by , and carried out by those members
present, the Board of Directors hereby:

1. Recommend that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors
adopt a resolution approving the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Fiscal Year
2026-27 (FY27) Recommended Budget.

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 20th day of April 2026, by the following vote, to-wit:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

BY:  Matthew Simis, Chair ATTEST: Ara Azhderian
Board of Directors General Manager
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]I 10 AM Planning Commit® _ 9 AM Finance and Admii©
ﬂ 11 AM SPECIAL MEETING-|

314



County of Monterey Item No.16

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901
Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-122 April 20, 2026
Introduced: 4/10/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

1. Personnel

2. Groundwater Monitoring Program

3. SVBGSA Advisory Committee Update
4. Strategic Plan Update

County of Monterey Page 1 Printed on 4/17/2026



2026-04-20 WRA BOD GM Report

Personnel:

First, I'd like to congratulate Chris Calderon on his recent, competitive promotion to Water
Resources Engineer. Chris joined the Agency 3 years ago as a technician, starting out in our
operations section, before moving over to engineering after his successful completion of an Engineer
In Training program. We appreciate Chris’ initiative towards improving his skills and service to the
Agency and look forward to his continuing success. Next, | want to welcome Joshua Diaz to our
northern maintenance crew. Josh comes to us from the County’s Public Works Department and
began with the Agency on March 23", diving in with both feet, literally, as he and the northern crew
worked to prepare the Old Salinas River slide gate for the 2026 Salinas River Diversion Facility
operational season. As Josh settles in with his new team, we wish him great success in the future.
Finally, the Agency is working with the County’s Human Resources Department on 4 active
recruitments: a Water Resources Engineer, a Water Maintenance Worker Il, a Water Resources
Technician, and a Senior Account Clerk.

Groundwater Monitoring Program:

Over the past several months, Agency staff have been working closely in support of the
Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s efforts to develop a number of feasibility
studies on projects aimed at advancing groundwater sustainability in the Salinas Valley. This
includes Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR), Brackish Groundwater Restoration (BGR), Castroville
and Eastside Canals and Alternatives (C&E), New Seawater Intrusion Project (NCIP), Castroville
Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) Optimization and Demand Management. All projects are
evaluated against a baseline scenario. This work is documented in a series of studies and reports
that were submitted to the California Department of Water Resources at the end of March. These
materials are the foundation for consideration of projects and management actions (PMA) portfolios
over the summer and fall, as the SVBGSA Board of Directors is expected to select a preferred
implementation path in Fall 2026 and is preparing periodic evaluations of its Groundwater
Sustainability Plans by January 2027.

On April 28", SVBGSA General Manager, Piret Harmon, and | will present to the Agency’s
Board of Supervisors an overview of the feasibility studies addressing Salinas Valley groundwater
challenges, key challenges and findings, and the next steps to evaluate and determine what projects
and management actions to carry forward.

On May 18™, the SVBGSA and Agency will host a joint boards workshop on the same studies,
but over a 2-hour timeframe, and with staff and consultants present, to allow for more in-depth
engagement. A flier for the workshop is attached.

Lastly, following development of the Monitoring Plan for the Deep Aquifers and execution of
the related Memorandum of Understanding to implement it, the Agency, SVBGSA, Marina Coast
Water District GSA, and the County of Monterey have been collaborating on the development of a
Deep Aquifers Management Recommendations Memorandum under a grant secured by Marina
Coast. MCWDGSA, as the grantee, will be the first to present the Memorandum to their Board of
Directors, which is currently scheduled for May 18™. Presentations to the Agency’s Board of Directors
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2026-04-20 WRA BOD GM Report

and Board of Supervisors are tentatively scheduled for June 15" and 16", respectively. The working
group is also planning to hold a workshop for Deep Aquifers well owners, which is tentatively
scheduled for May 20™.

SVBGSA Advisory Committee Update:

Deputy General Manager, Shaunna Murray, is the Agency’s representative on the SVBGSA
Advisory Committees. She reports that the Advisory Committee did not hold a meeting in March and
the next scheduled meeting is April 16, 2026. The AC agenda was published prior to the Agency BOD
agenda deadline; therefore staff is providing this brief overview of the expected meeting topics. The
discussion items begin with a review of the Integrated Implementation Strategy Process Roadmap,
which reaffirms that the Advisory Committee’s primary goals are to evaluate and deliberate the
merits of suite of Projects and Management Actions (PMAs) and to develop consensus-based
recommendations for the SVBGSA Board. Next topic is an overview of the Baseline and No Action
Alternative Simulation modeling results that all PMAs are evaluated against. The next two items
provide a summary of two PMAs: Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Feasibility Study Overview and
the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) Optimization Overview. A special Advisory
Committee meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 29, 2026, to continue the discussion of
additional feasibility studies for PMAs.

Strategic Plan Update:

The Agency is now under contract with Jacob Green and Associates to perform an update to
the Strategic Plan. The team held a kickoff meeting on April 1** and has begun collecting and
reviewing documents of the Agency. The next steps are performing a robust stakeholder engagement
including one-on-one interviews, small group stakeholder meetings, and surveys for staff and public
members. This will then inform a workshop to discuss and formulate the key pieces of the plan, this
summer. Staff will continue to work with Planning Committee through this process.
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Salinas Valley Basin

Groundwater Sustainability Agency

SUSTAINABLE GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
FEASIBILITY STUDIES WORKSHOP

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency and the Salinas Valley Basin
Groundwater Sustainability Agency are hosting a joint boards workshop on May 18, at 9:30
a.m., at 1441 Schilling Place, Salinas.

The workshop is intended to bring together our respective Board members, staff, and
consultants for a detailed review of the findings from several recently completed feasibility
studies on projects aimed at advancing groundwater sustainability in the Salinas Valley. This
includes Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR), Brackish Groundwater Restoration (BGR),
Castroville and Eastside Canals and Alternatives (C&E), New Seawater Intrusion Project
(NCIP), Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP) Optimization and Demand
Management. All projects are evaluated against a baseline scenario. This work is
documented in a series of studies and reports that were submitted to the California
Department of Water Resources at the end of March. These materials are the foundation for
consideration of projects and management actions (PMA) portfolios over the summer and
fall, as the SVBGSA Board of Directors is expected to select a preferred implementation path
in Fall 2026 and is preparing periodic evaluations of its Groundwater Sustainability Plans by
January 2027.

To ensure adequate space and seating, please RSVP with Lorena Imperial at
imperiall@countyofmonterey.gov

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IS ENCOURAGED VIA THE FOLLOWING ZOOM LINK:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/99922973840?pwd=TG2X9drH6ZUpeUgnM3t8LkApIXYQaT.1

Password: 581522
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County of Monterey

Schilling Government Center
1441 Schilling Place
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Meeting Agenda - Final
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Water Resources Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda - Final March 26, 2026

For information on The Ralph M. Brown Act: Open Meetings, please click the link below:
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV &title=5

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
John Baillie, Chair

Jason Smith, Vice Chair
Ken Ekelund

Jon Conatser

Doug Scattini

David Bunn

Steve MclIntyre

Grant Cremers

Dennis Lebow

Robin Lee

Patrick Breen

Nathan Merkel

Anna McKenna

Douglas Blois

Salinas Valley City - Vacant

How to participate in this meeting:

Via Zoom: Members of the public may participate in this meeting virtually via computer or smart device. To Join the Zoom
Meeting, copy and paste the link into your browser: https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/94660417478?
pwd=tPGpV3BHvH32Z9ikayGJjfjmalifAT.1

Meeting ID: 946 6041 7478 Password: 414544

To Participate via phone, you can call the number below and enter the webinar ID number and password when prompted:
Phone Number: (669) 219 2599 Meeting ID: 946 6041 7478 Password: 414544

In-Person at the address listed above.

Public Comments: The following options are available to any member of the public participating virtually or in person who
wishes to make any comments to the Water Resources Advisory Committee.

Before the Meeting via Email: Written comments can be emailed by 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to the Committee
meeting, to WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov,. Please indicate the Committee name, meeting date and agenda
number in the subject. Comments received by the deadline will be distributed to the Committee and placed in the record.

During the Meeting via Oral Comments: When the Chair calls for public comment, attendees can queue to speak by raising
their hand in person. On the Zoom application, click the “Raise Hand” button. On the phone, or press *9 on the phone. The
Secretary to the Board Committee will call speaker names and un mute speaker mics. You will have 3 minutes to provide
your comments. Please note, the time limit to speak for commenter's who have already submitted something in writing may
be shortened.

Individuals with disabilities who desire to request a reasonable accommodation or modification to observe or participate in
the meeting may make such request by sending an email to WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov. The request

should be made no later than noon on the Wednesday prior to the Committee meeting in order to provide time for the Agency
to address the request.

The Chair and/or Secretary may set reasonable rules as needed to conduct the meeting in an orderly manner

Como participar en esta reunion:
De forma remota via Zoom: Los miembros del piiblico pueden participar en esta reunion de manera virtual a través de una
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computadora o dispositivo inteligente. Para unirse a la reunion de Zoom, copie y pegue el siguiente enlace en su navegador:
https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/94660417478?pwd=tPGpV3BHvH32Z9ikayGJjfjmalifAT.1

ID de la reunion: 946 6041 7478 Contraseiia: 414544

Para participar por teléfono:Puede llamar al niimero que aparece a continuacion e ingresar el ID de la reunién y la
contrasefia cuando se le solicite:
Numero de teléfono: (669) 219 2599 ID de la reunion: 946 6041 7478 Contraseiia: 414544

En persona: En la direccién indicada anteriormente.

Comentarios del publico:Las siguientes opciones estan disponibles para cualquier miembro del ptiblico que participe de
forma virtual o en persona y desee hacer comentarios ante el Comité Asesor de Recursos Hidricos.

Antes de la reunion por correo electrénico: Los comentarios escritos pueden enviarse por correo electrénico hasta las 5:00
p. m. del miércoles previo a la reunién del Comité a: WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov

Por favor, indique el nombre del Comité, 1a fecha de la reunion y el niimero del punto de la agenda en el asunto del correo
electronico. Los comentarios recibidos antes de la fecha limite seran distribuidos al Comité y archivados como parte del
registro oficial.

Durante la reunion mediante comentarios orales: Cuando el Presidente solicite comentarios del publico, los asistentes
pueden hacer fila para hablar levantando 1a mano en persona. En la aplicacién de Zoom, haga clic en el botén “Levantar la
mano”. Por teléfono, presione *9.

El/la Secretario/a del Comité llamara a los oradores por nombre y activara sus micréfonos. Cada persona tendra 3 minutos
para presentar sus comentarios. Tenga en cuenta que el tiempo permitido para quienes ya hayan presentado comentarios

por escrito puede ser reducido.

Las personas con discapacidades que deseen solicitar una adaptacién o modificacién razonable para observar o participar en
la reuniéon pueden hacerlo enviando un correo electréonico a:WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov

La solicitud debe realizarse a mas tardar al mediodia del miércoles previo a la reunién del Comité, para permitir que la
Agencia tenga tiempo de atender la solicitud.

El Presidente y/o el Secretario podran establecer reglas razonables segiin sea necesario para conducir la reunién de
manera ordenada.

Call to Order
Roll Call

Public Comments

Committee Member Comments

Consent Calendar

1. Approve the Minutes of the Water Resources Advisory Committee meeting held on February 26,
2026.

Attachments: draft WRAC Minutes Feb 26th 2026
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Presentations

2. Review of the 2025 August Trough Groundwater Contours. (Staff Presenting: Guillermo
Diaz-Moreno.)

Attachments: Board Report
Attachment A: August Trough 2025 Groundwater Elevation
Contours, 180-Ft, and East Side Shallow Aquifers
Attachment B: August Trough 2025 Groundwater Elevation
Contours, 400-Ft, and East Side Deep Aquifers

3. Review of the 2025 Seawater Intrusion Maps.(Staff Presenting: Amy Woodrow.)

Attachments: Board Report
Attachment 1: Historical Seawater Intrusion Map — 2025 —
180-Foot Aquifer
Attachment 2: Seawater Intrusion Phases 2025 — 180-Foot Aquifer
Attachment 3: One-Year Chloride Concentration Changes in the
180-Foot Aquifer
Attachment 4: Historical Seawater Intrusion Map — 2025 —
400-Foot Aquifer
Attachment 5: Historical Seawater Intrusion Map with Review Area
—400-Foot Aquifer
Attachment 6: Seawater Intrusion Phases 2025 — 400-Foot Aquifer
Attachment 7: One-Year Chloride Concentration Changes in the
400-Foot Aquifer

4. Review of the Annual Groundwater Level Contours.(Staff Presenting: Guillermo Diaz-Moreno.)

Attachments: Board Report
Attachment A: Annual 2025 Groundwater Elevation Contours,
180-Ft and East Side Shallow, Forebay and Upper Valley Aquifers
Attachment B: Annual 2025 Groundwater Elevation Contours,
400-Ft and East Side Deep Aquifers
Attachment C: Cumulative Groundwater Level Change Chart,
1944-2025
Attachment D: Summary of Annual Groundwater Level Changes,
2024 to 2025

5. Overview of Salinas River Flow Prescription and Water Year Type Forecast.(Staff Presenting: Jason
Demers.)

Scheduled Items
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6. 2026 Reservoir Release Schedule.(Staff Presenting: Joey Klein.)

Attachments: Board Report
Draft 2026 Reservoir Release Schedule

Staff Reports
7. Current Reservoir Conditions, Releases, and Downstream Flows. (Staff Presenting:Casey DeLay.)

Attachments: Reservoir Storage Release Update Report Mar 26
Reservoir Elevation and Storage Mar 26

8. Invasive Mussel Prevention Activities.(Staff Presenting: Amy Woodrow.)

Status Reports

9. « Reservoir Recreation and Parks Activities
e County of San Luis Obispo Activities

Calendar
10. Set the next meeting date and discuss future agenda items.

Adjournment
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Joint Water Resources/Board of Supervisors Leadership

Committee

Supervisor Glenn Church - District 2
Supervisor Chris Lopez - District 3
Matthew Simis - Chair
Jason Smith - Vice-Chair




Joint Water Resources/Board of Supervisors Meeting Agenda - Final March 30, 2026
Leadership Committee

For information on The Ralph M. Brown Act: Open Meetings, please click the link below:

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV &title=5

To attend the Joint Water Resources/Board of Supervisors Leadership meeting by the following methods:

You may attend in person.

For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at:
https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/98836274653, password 954237

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

PLEASE NOTE: IF ALL MEMBERS ARE PRESENT IN PERSON, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION BY ZOOM IS FOR
CONVENIENCE ONLY AND IS NOT REQUIRED BY LAW. IF THE ZOOM FEED IS LOST FOR ANY REASON, THE
MEETING MAY BE PAUSED WHILE A FIX IS ATTEMPTED BUT THE MEETING MAY CONTINUE AT THE DISCRETION
OF THE CHAIRPERSON.

Enter this Meeting ID number: 988 3627 7653, PASSWORD: 954237.

Please note there is no Participant Code, you will just press # again after the recording prompts you. You will be placed in
the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public comment if joined by computer audio please '"Raise your
Hand" by phone please push *9 on your keypad.

If you choose not to attend the Joint Board of Supervisors Leadership meeting but wish to make a comment on a specific
agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the Friday before the meeting to the Secretary of the
Board at WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov.

In order to assist the Secretary in identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please indicate in the Subject
Line, the meeting date (i.e. JBL agenda) and item number (i.e. Item No.10). Your comment will be placed into the record at
the Board meeting.

ALTERNATE AGENDA FORMATS: If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats to
persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USC

Sec.12132),and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

Individuals with a disability requiring a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to
participate in the public meeting may make these requests to the Water Resources Agency Office the Friday prior to the
Joint Board of Supervisors Leadership meeting.

Para participar en la Reunion de Liderazgo Conjunta de Recursos Hidricos/Junta de Supervisores

Podra asistir personalmente a la reunion.

Para participacion via ZOOM, por favor tinase por computadora:
https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/98836274653, Contrasena: 954237
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O para participar for teléfono, llame a cualquiera de los nimeros a continuacion:
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

POR FAVOR TENGA EN CUENTA: SI TODOS LOS MIEMBROS DEL COMITE ESTAN
PRESENTES EN PERSONA, EL ACCESO POR ZOOM ES SOLO POR CONVENIENCIA Y NO
ES LEGALMENTE REQUERIDO. SI SE PIERDE LA SENAL DE ZOOM, LA REUNION
PUEDE PAUSARSE BREVE PERO PUEDE CONTINUAR A DISCRECION DEL PRESIDENTE.

Cuando se le solicite, ingrese este nimero de reunion: 98836274653, Contrasena: 954237.

Por favor tenga en cuenta no hay cédigo de participante, simplemente presione # nuevamente después de que la grabacion se
lo indique.Se le colocar4 en la reunion como asistente; cuando deseé hacer un comentario puiblico por la computadora utilize
la opcidn de "levantar la mano" en el chat de la pantalla; o por teléfono presione *9 en su teclado de telefono.

Si prefiere no asistir a la reunion de la Junta Directiva pero desea hacer un comentario sobre algiin tema especifico de la
agenda, por favor envie su comentario por correo electrénico antes de las 5:00 p.m. el Viernes antes de la reunion. Envie su
comentario a la Secretaria de la Junta al correo electronico WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov.

Para ayudar a la Secretaria a idenficar el articulo de la agenda relacionado con su comentario, por favor indique en la linea
de asunto del correo electronico la fecha de la reunion (ejemplo, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el niimero de articulo
(ejemplo, el Articulo No. 10). Su comentario se colocara en el registro de esta Reunion.

Formatos Alternativos de Agenda: si se solicita, la agenda estar disponsible en formatos alternativos apropiados para
personas con discapacidad, segun lo requerido por la Seccion 202 de la Ley de Estadounidense con Discapacidades de 1990
(42 USC Sec. 12132) y las normas y regulaciones federales adoptadas para su implementacion.

Las personas con discapacidad que requieran una modificacion, adaptacion, includios ayudas o servicios auxiliares, para

poder participar en la reunion publica pueden hacer estas solicitiaciones a la Agencia de Recursos Hidricos el Viernes
antes de la reunion.

Call to Order
Roll Call

Public Comment

Approval of Action Minutes

1. Approve the Action Minutes of January 26, 2026. JBL 26-007

Attachments: Draft JBL Minutes January 26, 2026

Regular Agenda
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2. Water Resources Agency & Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency
Public Engagements and Activities. (Ara Azhderian & Piret Harmon)

Attachments: Salinas Valley Groundwater Sustainability Upcoming Public

Engagement & Decision Process

3. Groundwater Management Program Regulatory Fee. (Staff: Ara Azhderian & Piret
Harmon)

4. Report on Dam Safety Projects and Operations Funding Studies. (Staff: Ara
Azhderian, Amy Woodrow, Jason Demers)

Attachments: Board Report Dam Ownership Regulatory Program
Board Report Dam Materiality
Board Report Flood Reduction Benefits Study

5. Water Resources Agency FY27 Budget Overview. (Staff: Nan Kim)

Attachments: WRA FY27 Budget Overview

Committee Member Comments

Adjournment

JBL 26-005

JBL 26-004

JBL 26-006

JBL 26-008
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For information on The Ralph M. Brown Act: Open Meetings please click on the link below:
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV &title=5

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Ken Ekelund, Chair

Deidre Sullivan, Vice Chair
Matt Simis

Mark Gonzalez

How to participate in this meeting: In-Person at the address listed above.

Via Zoom: Members of the public may participate in this meeting virtually via computer or smart device. To Join
the Zoom Meeting, copy and paste the link into your browser: https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/92329693521?
pwd=vi52WPz8baA3EL2Fblp05wMO0Oawv5fv.1

Meeting ID: 923 2969 3521 Password: 901221

To Participate via phone, you can call the number below and enter the webinar ID number and password when
prompted: Phone Number: (669) 219 2599 Meeting ID: 923 2969 3521 Password:

901221

Public Comments: The following options are available to any member of the public participating virtually or in
person who wishes to make any comments to the Water Resources Advisory Committee.

Before the Meeting via Email: Written comments can be emailed by 5:00 p.m. on the Tuesday prior to the
Committee meeting, to WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov. Please indicate the Committee name,
meeting date and agenda number in the subject. Comments received by the deadline will be distributed to the
Committee and placed in the record.

During the Meeting via Oral Comments: When the Chair calls for public comment, attendees can queue to
speak by raising their hand in person. On the Zoom application, click the “Raise Hand” button. On the phone,
or press *9 on the phone. The Secretary to the Board Committee will call speaker names and unmute speaker
mics. You will have 3 minutes to provide your comments.

Please note, the time limit for commenters who have already submitted something in writing may be shortened.

Individuals with disabilities who desire to request a reasonable accommodation or modification to observe or
participate in the meeting may make such request by sending an email to
WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov. The request should be made no later than noon on Tuesday
prior to the Committee meeting in order to provide time for the Agency to address the request.

The Chair and/or Secretary may set reasonable rules as needed to conduct the meeting in an orderly manner

Como participar en esta reunion: En persona: En la direccion indicada anteriormente.

De forma remota via Zoom: Los miembros del ptiblico pueden participar en esta reunién de manera virtual a
través de una computadora o dispositivo inteligente. Para unirse a la reuniéon de Zoom, copie y pegue el
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siguiente enlace en su navegador: https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/92329693521?
pwd=vi52WPz8baA3EL2Fblp05SwMOawv5fv.1

ID de la reunion: 923 2969 3521 Contrasefia: 901221

Para participar por teléfono:Puede llamar al nimero que aparece a continuacién e ingresar el ID de la reunion y
la contrasefia cuando se le solicite:

Numero de teléfono: (669) 219 2599 ID de la reunién: 923 2969 3521 Contrasefia: 901221

Comentarios del publico:Las siguientes opciones estan disponibles para cualquier miembro del ptblico que
participe de forma virtual o en persona y desee hacer comentarios ante el Comité Asesor de Recursos
Hidricos.

Antes de la reunién por correo electronico: Los comentarios escritos pueden enviarse por correo electronico
hasta las 5:00 p. m. del martes previo a la reuniéon del Comité a: WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov

Por favor, indique el nombre del Comité, la fecha de la reunion y el nimero del punto de la agenda en el asunto
del correo electronico. Los comentarios recibidos antes de la fecha limite seran distribuidos al Comité y
archivados como parte del registro oficial.

Durante la reunion mediante comentarios orales: Cuando el Presidente solicite comentarios del ptiblico, los
asistentes pueden hacer fila para hablar levantando la mano en persona. En la aplicacion de Zoom, haga clic en
el boton “Levantar la mano”. Por teléfono, presione *9.

El/la Secretario/a del Comité llamara a los oradores por nombre y activara sus micréfonos. Cada persona
tendrd 3 minutos para presentar sus comentarios. Tenga en cuenta que el tiempo permitido para quienes ya
hayan presentado comentarios por escrito puede ser reducido.

Las personas con discapacidades que deseen solicitar una adaptacion o modificacion razonable para observar
o participar en la reunioén pueden hacerlo enviando un correo electrénico a:
WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov

La solicitud debe realizarse a mas tardar al mediodia del martes previo a la reunioén del Comité, para permitir
que la Agencia tenga tiempo de atender la solicitud.

El Presidente y/o el Secretario podran establecer reglas razonables seglin sea necesario para conducir la
reunion de manera ordenada.

Call to Order

Roll Call

Public Comment

Committee Member Comments

Consent Calendar
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1. Approve the Action Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on March 4, 2026.

Attachments: Draft Meeting Minutes March 4. 2026

Scheduled Items

2. Consider recommending that the Board of Directors authorize One Water Econ, LLP’s Dam
Materiality General Benefits Study. (Staff Presenting: Ara Azhderian and Amy Woodrow)

Attachments: Board Report
Draft Dam Materiality General Benefits Study Scope

3. Recommend that the Board of Directors authorize Flow West's Flood Reduction Benefits Study. (Staff
Presenting: Ara Azhderian and Jason Demers)

Attachments: Board Report
Draft Flow West Scope of Work

Staff Reports

4. Overview of the Development of a Deep Aquifers Management Recommendations Memorandum.
(Staff Presenting: Amy Woodrow)

Attachments: Board Report

5. Overview of Coordination on Groundwater Monitoring and Remedial Measures Plan. (Staff
Presenting: Amy Woodrow)

6. San Antonio Spillway Replacement Update. (Staff Presenting: Elise Harden)

7. Receive an update on staff's participation in the Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability
Agency's Advisory Committee. (Staff Presenting: Shaunna Murray)

8. Update on the Request for Proposals process for the Strategic Plan Update Consultant. (Staff
Presenting: Shaunna Murray)

Calendar

9. Set the next meeting date and discuss future agenda items.

Adjournment
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Finance and Administration Meeting Agenda March 6, 2026
Committee

For information on The Ralph M. Brown Act: Open Meetings please click on the link below:
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?
division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV &title=5

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Mark Gonzalez, Chair

John Baillie, Vice Chair
Matt Simis

Mike LeBarre

How to participate in this meeting:

Via Zoom: Members of the public may participate in this meeting virtually via computer or smart device. To
Join the Zoom Meeting, copy and paste the link into your browser:
https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/97233469235?pwd=zKS4Wi7Bt1KYrRj9IIBEOHgb2JFplXh.1

Meeting ID: 972 3346 9235 Password: 289821

To Participate via phone, you can call the number below and enter the webinar ID number and password when
prompted: Phone Number: (669) 219 2599 Meeting ID: 972 3346 9235

Password: 289821

In-Person at the address listed above.

Public Comments: The following options are available to any member of the public participating virtually or in
person who wishes to make any comments to the Water Resources Advisory Committee.

Before the Meeting via Email: Written comments can be emailed by 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday prior to the
Committee meeting, to WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov,. Please indicate the Committee name,
meeting date and agenda number in the subject. Comments received by the deadline will be distributed to the
Committee and placed in the record.

During the Meeting via Oral Comments: When the Chair calls for public comment, attendees can queue to
speak by raising their hand in person. On the Zoom application, click the “Raise Hand” button. On the phone,
or press *9 on the phone. The Secretary to the Board Committee will call speaker names and unmute speaker
mics. You will have 3 minutes to provide your comments.

Please note, the time limit for commenters who have already submitted something in writing may be shortened.

PLEASE NOTE: IF ALL COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE PRESENT IN PERSON, ZOOM ACCESS IS
FOR CONVENIENCE ONLY AND NOT LEGALLY REQUIRED. IF THE ZOOM FEED IS LOST,
THE MEETING MAY PAUSE BRIEFLY BUT CAN CONTINUE AT THE CHAIRPERSON’S
DISCRETION

Individuals with disabilities who desire to request a reasonable accommodation or modification to observe or

County of Monterey Page 2 Printed on 3/2/2026



Finance and Administration Meeting Agenda March 6, 2026
Committee

participate in the meeting may make such request by sending an email to
WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov. The request should be made no later than noon on the
Thursday prior to the Committee meeting in order to provide time for the Agency to address the request.

The Chair and/or Secretary may set reasonable rules as needed to conduct the meeting in an orderly manner

Como participar en esta reunion:

De forma remota via Zoom: Los miembros del publico pueden participar en esta reunién de manera virtual a
través de una computadora o dispositivo inteligente. Para unirse a la reunién de Zoom, copie y pegue el
siguiente enlace en su navegador: https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/97233469235?
pwd=zKS4Wi7Bt1KYrRj9IBEOHqb2JFplXh.1

ID de la reunidn: 972 3346 9235 Contrasefia: 289821

Para participar por teléfono:Puede llamar al nimero que aparece a continuacion e ingresar el ID de la reunion y
la contrasefia cuando se le solicite:
Numero de teléfono: (669) 219 2599 ID de la reunién: 972 3346 923 Contrasefia: 289821

En persona: En la direccion indicada anteriormente.

Comentarios del publico:Las siguientes opciones estan disponibles para cualquier miembro del ptblico que
participe de forma virtual o en persona y desee hacer comentarios ante el Comité Asesor de Recursos
Hidricos.

Antes de la reunion por correo electronico: Los comentarios escritos pueden enviarse por correo electrénico
hasta las 5:00 p. m. del jueves previo a la reunion del Comité a: WRAPubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov

Por favor, indique el nombre del Comité, la fecha de la reunién y el nimero del punto de la agenda en el asunto
del correo electronico. Los comentarios recibidos antes de la fecha limite seran distribuidos al Comité y
archivados como parte del registro oficial.

Durante la reuniéon mediante comentarios orales: Cuando el Presidente solicite comentarios del publico, los
asistentes pueden hacer fila para hablar levantando la mano en persona. En la aplicacion de Zoom, haga clic en
el boton “Levantar la mano”. Por teléfono, presione *9.

El/la Secretario/a del Comité llamara a los oradores por nombre y activara sus micréfonos. Cada persona
tendra 3 minutos para presentar sus comentarios. Tenga en cuenta que el tiempo permitido para quienes ya
hayan presentado comentarios por escrito puede ser reducido.

POR FAVOR TENGA EN CUENTA: SI TODOS LOS MIEMBROS DEL COMITE ESTAN
PRESENTES EN PERSONA, EL ACCESO POR ZOOM ES SOLO POR CONVENIENCIA Y NO ES
LEGALMENTE REQUERIDO. SI SE PIERDE LA SENAL DE ZOOM, LA REUNION PUEDE
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Committee

PAUSARSE BREVE PERO PUEDE CONTINUAR A DISCRECION DEL PRESIDENTE.
Las personas con discapacidades que deseen solicitar una adaptacion o modificacion razonable para observar
o participar en la reunion pueden hacerlo enviando un correo electrénico a:

WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov

La solicitud debe realizarse a mas tardar al mediodia del miércoles previo a la reunion del Comité, para
permitir que la Agencia tenga tiempo de atender la solicitud.

El Presidente y/o el Secretario podran establecer reglas razonables segun sea necesario para conducir la
reunion de manera ordenada.

Call to Order

Roll Call

Public Comments

Committee Member Comments

Consent Calendar

1. Approve the Action Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on February 6, 2026.

Attachments: Draft FAC Minutes Feb 6th, 2026

Scheduled Items
2. Consider recommending approval of Amendment No. 1 Pacific Coast Drilling - CSIP
Well Repair. (Staff Presenting: Pete Vannerus)
Attachments:  Board Report
Original Agreement Executed
Amendment No. 1
3. Consider recommending approval of Amendment No.2 Pilot Sandblasting and

Coating. (Staff Presenting: Pete Vannerus)

Attachments: Board Report

Original Agreement Executed

Amendment No. 1 Executed

Amendment No. 2

Staff Reports

County of Monterey Page 4 Printed on 3/2/2026


https://monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=64745
https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1b6c74ad-42be-4650-9cf0-09341d5a8a4c.pdf
https://monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=64734
https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=2644f1ec-29d1-4bf9-aa4c-c9600ebe5b42.pdf
https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=8d750fbe-dca9-4923-96a3-fcf5fd8316f6.pdf
https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a17e12f7-e413-46f5-b5ba-73a2d60fb343.pdf
https://monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=64735
https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b73555cf-f911-4547-8626-9b0868aaf138.pdf
https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b26728e0-70a1-40bb-8886-86e747e4367a.pdf
https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=04edf427-6c03-41f6-9c39-53ff981fc791.pdf
https://Monterey.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f5302e05-92a6-4863-b02e-7ee35f17d521.pdf

Finance and Administration Meeting Agenda March 6, 2026
Committee

4. Review the FY26 Bi-Annual Hydroelectric Revenue as of October 2025. (Staff
Presenting: Nora Cervantes)

Attachments: FY26 Bi-Annual Hydroelectric Revenue as of Oct 2025

5. 2026 State & Federal Funding Requests. (Staff Presenting: Ara Azhderian)

Attachments: MEMO RE Agency’s 2026 Requests for Federal Funding

Padilla: Nacimiento and San Antonio Dams/Reservoirs Safety Projects

Padilla: Nacimiento Lake Drive Repaving Project

Padilla: Reclamation Ditch Restoration Project

6. Budget Preliminary Review. (Staff Presenting: Nan Kim)

Attachments: \WRA FY27 Budget Review

7. Review of the Monterey One Water Reports through December 2025. (Staff
Presenting: Nan Kim)

Attachments: M1W Expenditures Report December 2025

Calendar

8. Set the next meeting date and discuss future agenda items.

Adjournment
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County of Monterey Item No.18

Board of Supervisors
Chambers

Board Report 168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 26-124 April 20, 2026

Introduced: 4/10/2026 Current Status: Agenda Ready
Version: 1 Matter Type: WR General Agenda

Reservoir Storage and Release Update

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:
The Board of Directors receives monthly updates on the status of Agency reservoirs.

RESERVOIR ELEVATION / STORAGE: As of April 15, San Antonio Reservoir has a water
surface elevation of approximately 754.3 feet (NGVD 29), with 212,785 acre-feet of water in
storage. Nacimiento Reservoir has a water surface elevation of approximately 773.7 feet, with
243,715 acre-feet of water in storage. San Antonio Reservoir is currently at 64% of storage capacity
and Nacimiento Reservoir is at 64% of capacity.

RAINFALL: There was no significant rain in March. An early April storm produced a small pulse of
renewed inflow to the reservoirs, with provisional peaks of 185 cfs at the Nacimiento River below
Sapaque Creek gage and 70 cfs at the San Antonio River near Lockwood gage recorded by USGS.

SALINAS RIVER LAGOON: Following warm weather in March and startup of the Salinas River
Diversion Facility (SRDF) in early April, the Salinas Lagoon closed to the ocean on April 10, 2026.

RESERVOIR RELEASES: Releases of the 2026 conservation release season began from
Nacimiento reservoir on March 26, 2026. Conservation releases began from San Antonio Reservoir
on April 6, 2026. Releases were increased in steps up to a peak of 360 cfs on April 7, 2026. Once
the Salinas Lagoon closed to the ocean on April 10, 2026, releases were reduced to address lower
bypass requirements and water buildup in the lagoon.

Releases as of April 15, 2026:
e Nacimiento Reservoir: 280 cfs

e San Antonio Reservoir: 10 cfs

Total releases from both reservoirs to the Salinas River are approximately 290 cfs. The following
"provisional" flows have been recorded by the USGS:
e Nacimiento River below Nacimiento Dam:279 cfs

o Salinas River near Bradley: 263 cfs
e Salinas River near King City: 271 cfs
e Salinas River at Soledad: 168 cfs

e Arroyo Seco below Reliz Creek near Soledad:0 cfs
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e Salinas River near Chualar: 118 cfs
o Salinas River near Spreckels: 86 cfs
Prepared by: Joseph Klein, Hydrologis (831) 755-4860
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Correspondence dated March 19, 2026, to Ara Azhderian, General Manager, Monterey County
Water Resources Agency.

From Soren Nelson, Senior Policy Advocate, Association of CA Water Agencies.

Re: AB 2180 Support
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March 19, 2026

The Honorable Juan Carrillo

Chair, Assembly Committee on Local Government
State Capitol, Room 447

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 2180 (Ward) — SUPPORT
Dear Chair Carrillo:

On behalf of the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) and undersigned
organizations, | am writing to respectfully express our strong support for AB 2180, which would
clarify how water agencies comply with Proposition 218 when setting water rates. This
clarification would provide much needed predictability for water agencies, support California’s
water-use conservation goals, and minimize unnecessary legal disputes over water rates. ACWA
is pleased to sponsor this legislation and appreciates Assemblymember Ward's leadership in
advancing this critical issue.

Since the passage of Proposition 218 in 1996, water agencies have been required to ensure that
rates do not exceed the proportional cost of service attributable to each parcel. To meet this
constitutional standard, water agencies typically engage independent experts and rely on
rigorous cost-of-service studies. However, despite these efforts, high-volume water users have
continued to challenge the constitutionality of water agencies’ rate structures in court. Recent
appellate court decisions on this matter have resulted in differing, and in some cases,
conflicting, views, creating uncertainty for water agencies about how proportionality must be
demonstrated. Because of this conflict, it is now both necessary and appropriate for the
Legislature to clarify how the courts and water agencies should interpret the Constitution.

AB 2180 would create clear, consistent standards for water agencies statewide, helping them to
confidently develop constitutionally-sound rates and continue to deliver safe and reliable water
to their communities. Recent appellate court decisions, like those in Coziahr v. Otay Water
District (2024) and Patz v. City of San Diego (2025), impose rigid interpretations of Proposition
218 that require unfeasible levels of precision at the expense of practical administration of
water rates. For example, under these court decisions, water agencies could be forced to trace
the flow of water from each source of supply to each parcel, molecule by molecule, even when
water supplies are commingled in the distribution system.

Conversely, the court's December 8, 2025 decision in Dreher v. City of Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power (2025) supports a framework that is consistent with Proposition 218 and
aligns with longstanding industry practice. AB 2180 respects the wishes of voters by maintaining
a rigorous standard of justifying water rates while giving water agencies the flexibility to set
rates in a way that reflects the true cost of service and ensures that high-volume water users
pay for the infrastructure necessary to provide reliable water supplies during droughts and
times of high demand.

Public water and sewer agencies provide essential government services for the benefit of
communities, agriculture, industries, and the environment. Collectively, these agencies are
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responsible for ensuring a consistent and reliable water supply, safeguarding the quality of

drinking water, planning, constructing, and maintaining critical infrastructure, and much more.
With climate change presenting unprecedented challenges, these agencies also must adapt and

enhance aging infrastructure to mitigate the impacts of increasingly frequent and severe
climate-related events. Public agencies throughout California are making generational

investments to build 21st Century infrastructure for a 21st Century climate while making every

effort to keep water affordable.

Without legislative clarification, water agencies and ratepayers will both continue to face costly

and unnecessary legal disputes. The revenue necessary for water agencies to fulfill their
essential government functions comes almost entirely from service rates and assessments
subject to Proposition 218. The recent rise in litigation has made it increasingly difficult for

water agencies to have the financial stability they need to provide reliable, safe, and affordable

water to Californians.

For these reasons, ACWA and the undersigned organizations strongly support AB 2180 and

respectfully request your “AYE” vote when the bill is heard in the Assembly Local Government

Committee. If you have any questions about our position or this bill, please contact Soren

Nelson at
Sincerely,

Soren Nelson
Senior Policy Advocate
Association of California Water Agencies

Adam Larsen
General Manager
San Juan Water District

Albert C. Lau, P.E.
General Manager
Santa Fe Irrigation District

Andrea Abergel
Director of Water
California Municipal Utilities Association

Ara Azhderian
General Manager
Monterey County Water Resources Agency

Brett Hodgkiss
General Manager
Vista Irrigation District

Brian Macy
General Manager
Mission Springs Water District

Brian Olney
General Manager
Helix Water District

Charles Delgado
Legislative Advocate
California State Association of Counties

Chris Berch
General Manager
Jurupa Community Services District

Craig D. Miiller, P.E.
General Manager
Western Municipal Water District

Dan Denham
General Manager
San Diego County Water Authority
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David J. Coxey
General Manager
Bella Vista Water District

David M. Merrit
General Manager
Kings River Conservation District

David Pedersen
General Manager
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

David Stoldt

General Manager

Monterey Peninsula Water Management
District

Deanna Jackson
Executive Director
Tri-County Water Authority

Dennis D. LaMoreaux
General Manager
Palmdale Water District

Dennis P. Cafferty
General Manager
El Toro Water District

Ernesto A. Avila
Board President
Contra Costa Water District

Esther M. Saenz
General Manager
Desert Water Agency

J.M. Barrett
General Manager
Coachella Valley Water District

James Lee
General Manager
Crescenta Valley Water District

James Peifer
Executive Director
Regional Water Authority

Jed Smith
President, Board of Directors
Marin Water

Jeff Gouveia
General Manager
Bear Valley Water District

Jennifer A. Spindler
General Manager
Crestline-Lake Arrowhead Water Agency

Jessica Self
General Manager
Union Public Utility District

Joe Mouawad, P.E.
General Manager
Eastern Municipal Water District

John Thiel
General Manager
West Valley Water District

Jose Martinez
General Manager
Otay Water District

Justin Hopkins
General Manager
Stockton East Water District

Justin Scott-Coe
General Manager/Chief Executive Officer
Monte Vista Water District

Keith Van Der Maaten
General Manager
Laguna Beach County Water District

Kevin Phillips
District Manager
Paradise Irrigation District

Kimberly A. Thorner
General Manager
Olivenhain Municipal Water District
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Krista Bernasconi
Mayor
City of Roseville

Kyle Swanson
General Manager/Chief Executive Officer
Padre Dam Municipal Water District

Lindsay Leahy
General Manager
Valley Center Municipal Water District

Mandip Samra
General Manager
Burbank Water and Power

Marcus Detwiler
Legislative Representative
California Special Districts Association

Mary Rogren
General Manager
Coastside County Water District

Matt Stone
General Manager
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency

Matthew Hurley

General Manager

McMullin Area Groundwater Sustainability
Agency

Matthew Litchfield
General Manager
Three Valleys Municipal Water District

Melissa Sparks-Kranz
Legislative Advocate
League of California Cities

Michael Minkler
General Manager
Calaveras County Water District

Nicholas Schneider
General Manager
Georgetown Divide Public Utility District

Norman Huff
General Manager
Camrosa Water District

Pat Kaspari
General Manager
McKinleyville Community Services District

Paul Cook
General Manager
Irvine Ranch Water District

Paul Hughes
General Manager
South Tahoe Public Utility District

Pravani Vandeyar
General Manager
El Dorado Irrigation District

Randall Reed
Board President
Cucamonga Valley Water District

Remleh Scherzinger MBA, CSDM, PE
General Manager
Marina Coast Water District

Rochelle Patterson
Assistant General Manager
Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency

Sean Barclay
General Manager
Tahoe City Public Utility District

Sherry Shaw
General Manager
Walnut Valley Water District

Steven Haugen
Watermaster
Kings River Water Association

Thomas Neisler
General Manager
Tehachapi-Cummings County Water District
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Tia Fleming
Executive Director
California Water Efficiency Partnership

Timothy R. Shaw
General Manager
Rio Linda Elverta Community Water District

Tom Coleman
General Manager
Rowland Water District

Tony Williams
General Manager
North Marin Water District
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