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Joint Water Resources/Board of Supervisors 

Leadership Committee

Meeting Agenda - Final September 17, 2026

For information on The Ralph M. Brown Act: Open Meetings, please click the link below:

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV&title=5

To attend the Joint Water Resources/Board of Supervisors Leadership meeting by the following methods:

You may attend in person.

For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/91266525079, password 049562

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

PLEASE NOTE: IF ALL MEMBERS ARE PRESENT IN PERSON, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION BY ZOOM IS FOR 

CONVENIENCE ONLY AND IS NOT REQUIRED BY LAW. IF THE ZOOM FEED IS LOST FOR ANY REASON, THE 

MEETING MAY BE PAUSED WHILE A FIX IS ATTEMPTED BUT THE MEETING MAY CONTINUE AT THE DISCRETION 

OF THE CHAIRPERSON.

Enter thisMeeting ID number: 912 6652 5079, PASSWORD: 049562.

Please note there is no Participant Code, you will just press # again after the recording prompts you. You will be placed in 

the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public comment if joined by computer audio please "Raise your 

Hand" by phone please push *9 on your keypad. If you choose not to attend the Joint Board of Supervisors Leadership 

meeting but wish to make a comment on a specific agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the 

Wednesday before the meeting to the Secretary of the

Board at WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov.

In order to assist the Secretary in identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please indicate in the Subject 

Line, the meeting date (i.e. JBL agenda) and item number (i.e. Item No.10). Your comment will be placed into the record at 

the Board meeting.

ALTERNATE AGENDA FORMATS: If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats to 

persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USC 

Sec.12132),and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

Individuals with a disability requiring a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 

participate in the public meeting may make these requests to the Water Resources Agency Office the Wednesday prior to 

the Joint Board of Supervisors Leadership meeting.

Para participar en la Reunión de Liderazgo Conjunta de Recursos Hídricos/Junta de Supervisores:

Podra asistir personalmente a la reunion.

Para participacion via ZOOM, por favor únase por computadora:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/91266525079, Contrasena: 049562

O para participar for teléfono, llame a cualquiera de los números a continuación:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
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Joint Water Resources/Board of Supervisors 

Leadership Committee

Meeting Agenda - Final September 17, 2026

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

POR FAVOR TENGA EN CUENTA: SI TODOS LOS MIEMBROS DEL COMITÉ ESTÁN

PRESENTES EN PERSONA, EL ACCESO POR ZOOM ES SOLO POR CONVENIENCIA Y NO

ES LEGALMENTE REQUERIDO. SI SE PIERDE LA SEÑAL DE ZOOM, LA REUNIÓN

PUEDE PAUSARSE BREVE PERO PUEDE CONTINUAR A DISCRECIÓN DEL PRESIDENTE.

Cuando se le solicite, ingrese este número de reunión: 912 6652 5079, Contrasena: 049562.

Por favor tenga en cuenta no hay código de participante, simplemente presione # nuevamente después de que la grabación se 

lo indique.Se le colocará en la reunion como asistente; cuando deseé hacer un comentario público por la computadora utilize 

opción de "levantar la mano" en el chat de la pantalla; o por teléfono presione *9 en su teclado de telefono. Si prefiere no 

asistir a la reunión de la Junta Directiva pero desea hacer un comentario sobre algún tema específico de la agenda, por favor

envie su comentario por correo electrónico antes de las 5:00 p.m. el Miercoles antes de la reunion. 

Envie su comentario a la Secretaria de la Junta al correo electronico WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov. Para 

ayudar a la Secretaria a idenficar el artículo de la agenda relacionado con su comentario, por favor indique en la linea de 

asunto del correo electronico la fecha de la reunion (ejemplo, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el número de artículo

(ejemplo, el Artículo No. 10). Su comentario se colocará en el registro de esta Reunion.

Formatos Alternativos de Agenda: si se solicita, la agenda estar disponsible en formatos alternativos apropiados para 

personas con discapacidad, segun lo requerido por la Seccion 202 de la Ley de Estadounidense con Discapacidades de 

1990(42 USC Sec. 12132) y las normas y regulaciones federales adoptadas para su implementacion. Las personas con 

discapacidad que requieran una modificacion, adaptacion, includios ayudas o servicios auxiliares, para poder participar en la

reunion publica pueden hacer estas solicitiaciones a la Agencia de Recursos Hidricos el Viernes antes de la reunion.

Call to Order

Roll Call

Public Comment

Approval of Action Minutes

1. Approve the Action Minutes of the Joint Board Leadership Committee held on July 2, 

2026.

JBL 26-017

Final JBL Minutes July 2, 2026Attachments:

Regular Agenda

2. Update on Monterey County Water Resources Agency engagement in groundwater 

management activities

a. Groundwater Monitoring Program

b. Salinas River Discharge Measurement Series

c. Planning and Technical Support for the Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater 

Sustainability Agency

d. Groundwater Monitoring and Remedial Measures Plan for the Monterey 

JBL 26-018
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Joint Water Resources/Board of Supervisors 

Leadership Committee

Meeting Agenda - Final September 17, 2026

Peninsula Water Supply Project 

Board ReportAttachments:

3. Receive an Update on the San Antonio Dam Spillway Replacement Project. JBL 26-019

Board ReportAttachments:

4. Receive an Update on the Nacimiento Dam Spillway Plunge Pool Erosion Protection 

Project. 

JBL 26-020

Board ReportAttachments:

Committee Member Comments

Adjournment
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: JBL 26-017 September 17, 2026

Item No.1 

Agenda Ready8/12/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 Joint Board LeadershipVersion: Matter Type:

Approve the Action Minutes of the Joint Board Leadership Committee held on July 2, 2026.
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Thursday, July 2, 2026

2:00 PM

County of Monterey

Saffron Room

1441 Schilling Place, 1st Floor

Salinas, Ca 93901

Monterey County District 3 to host public and participate via

Zoom: Conference Room 1011 Broadway St. Suite C, King City Ca. 93930

Joint Water Resources/Board of Supervisors Leadership 
Committee

Meeting Minutes - Final

Saffron Room

1441 Schilling Place, Salinas Ca. 93901

Supervisor Glenn Church, Chair - District 2

Supervisor Chris Lopez - District 3

Matthew Simis - Vice Chair

Jason Smith
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Joint Water Resources/Board of 

Supervisors Leadership Committee

Meeting Minutes - Final July 2, 2026
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Joint Water Resources/Board of 

Supervisors Leadership Committee

Meeting Minutes - Final July 2, 2026

For information on The Ralph M. Brown Act: Open Meetings, please click the link below:

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV&title=5

To attend the Joint Water Resources/Board of Supervisors Leadership meeting by the following methods:

You may attend in person.

For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/97790230326, password 166844

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

PLEASE NOTE: IF ALL MEMBERS ARE PRESENT IN PERSON, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION BY ZOOM IS FOR 

CONVENIENCE ONLY AND IS NOT REQUIRED BY LAW. IF THE ZOOM FEED IS LOST FOR ANY REASON, THE 

MEETING MAY BE PAUSED WHILE A FIX IS ATTEMPTED BUT THE MEETING MAY CONTINUE AT THE DISCRETION 

OF THE CHAIRPERSON.

Enter this Meeting ID number: 977 9023 0326, PASSWORD: 166844.

Please note there is no Participant Code, you will just press # again after the recording prompts you. You will be placed in 

the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public comment if joined by computer audio please "Raise your 

Hand" by phone please push *9 on your keypad. If you choose not to attend the Joint Board of Supervisors Leadership 

meeting but wish to make a comment on a specific agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the 

Friday before the meeting to the Secretary of the

Board at WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov.

In order to assist the Secretary in identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please indicate in the Subject 

Line, the meeting date (i.e. JBL agenda) and item number (i.e. Item No.10). Your comment will be placed into the record at 

the Board meeting.

ALTERNATE AGENDA FORMATS: If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats to 

persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USC 

Sec.12132),and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

Individuals with a disability requiring a modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to 

participate in the public meeting may make these requests to the Water Resources Agency Office the Friday prior to the 

Joint Board of Supervisors Leadership meeting.

Para participar en la Reunión de Liderazgo Conjunta de Recursos Hídricos/Junta de Supervisores:

Podra asistir personalmente a la reunion.

Para participacion via ZOOM, por favor únase por computadora:

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/97790230326, Contrasena: 166844

O para participar for teléfono, llame a cualquiera de los números a continuación:

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
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Joint Water Resources/Board of 

Supervisors Leadership Committee

Meeting Minutes - Final July 2, 2026

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

POR FAVOR TENGA EN CUENTA: SI TODOS LOS MIEMBROS DEL COMITÉ ESTÁN

PRESENTES EN PERSONA, EL ACCESO POR ZOOM ES SOLO POR CONVENIENCIA Y NO

ES LEGALMENTE REQUERIDO. SI SE PIERDE LA SEÑAL DE ZOOM, LA REUNIÓN

PUEDE PAUSARSE BREVE PERO PUEDE CONTINUAR A DISCRECIÓN DEL PRESIDENTE.

Cuando se le solicite, ingrese este número de reunión: 977 9023 0326, Contrasena: 166844.

Por favor tenga en cuenta no hay código de participante, simplemente presione # nuevamente después de que la grabación se 

lo indique.Se le colocará en la reunion como asistente; cuando deseé hacer un comentario público por la computadora utilize 

opción de "levantar la mano" en el chat de la pantalla; o por teléfono presione *9 en su teclado de telefono. Si prefiere no 

asistir a la reunión de la Junta Directiva pero desea hacer un comentario sobre algún tema específico de la agenda, por favor 

envie su comentario por correo electrónico antes de las 5:00 p.m. el Viernes antes de la reunion. Envie su

comentario a la Secretaria de la Junta al correo electronico WRApubliccomment@countyofmonterey.gov.

Para ayudar a la Secretaria a idenficar el artículo de la agenda relacionado con su comentario, por favor indique en la linea 

de asunto del correo electronico la fecha de la reunion (ejemplo, la Agenda de la Junta Directiva) y el número de artículo 

(ejemplo, el Artículo No. 10). Su comentario se colocará en el registro de esta Reunion.

Formatos Alternativos de Agenda: si se solicita, la agenda estar disponsible en formatos alternativos apropiados para 

personas con discapacidad, segun lo requerido por la Seccion 202 de la Ley de Estadounidense con Discapacidades de 

1990(42 USC Sec. 12132) y las normas y regulaciones federales adoptadas para su implementacion. Las personas con 

discapacidad que requieran una modificacion, adaptacion, includios ayudas o servicios auxiliares, para poder participar en la

reunion publica pueden hacer estas solicitiaciones a la Agencia de Recursos Hidricos el Viernes antes de la reunion.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 2:02pm.

Roll Call

Present: Supervisor Glenn Church, Director Matt Simis, Supervisor Chris Lopez

Absent: Director Jason Smith

Public Comment

Thomas Virsik

Approval of Action Minutes

Upon Motion by Director Matt Simis, Seconded by Supervisor Chris Lopez the 

Leadership Committee approved the Action Minutes of May 11, 2026.

Ayes: Director Matt SImis, Supervisor Glenn Church, Supervisor Chris Lopez

Noes: None

Abstained: None

Absent: Jason Smith

1. Approve the Action Minutes of the Joint Board Leadership Committee held on March 11, 2026.

Regular Agenda

Page 3 of 4
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Joint Water Resources/Board of 

Supervisors Leadership Committee

Meeting Minutes - Final July 2, 2026

4. Discuss the Deep Aquifers Management Recommendations Memorandum. (Amy Woodrow)

Committee Comments: Supervisor Lopez, Supervisor Church, Director Simis

Public Comments: Sarah Hardgrave, Thomas Virsik, Chris Bunn

2. Overview of the 2025-2026 Monterey County Civil Grand Jury (CGJ) report titled "Seawater 

Intrusion - A Shared Problem in Monterey County" and discussion of next steps. (Ara Azhderian)

 

Committee Comments: Director Simis

Public Comments: Bill Lipe

3. Update on the Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency's Development and Selection 

of a Portfolio of Projects and Management Actions to comply with Sustainable Management Criteria 

(Shaunna Murray)

 

Committee Comments: None

Public Comments: Bill Lipe, Chris Bunn

Committee Member Comments

Adjournment

The Meeting adjourned at 2:59 pm.

Page 4 of 4
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: JBL 26-018 September 17, 2026

Item No.2 

Agenda Ready9/10/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 Joint Board LeadershipVersion: Matter Type:

Update on Monterey County Water Resources Agency engagement in groundwater management 

activities

a. Groundwater Monitoring Program

b. Salinas River Discharge Measurement Series

c. Planning and Technical Support for the Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency

d. Groundwater Monitoring and Remedial Measures Plan for the Monterey Peninsula Water 

Supply Project 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

a. Groundwater Monitoring Program

In October 2024, the Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency (“Agency”) adopted Ordinance No. 5426 and approved the Agency’s Groundwater 

Monitoring Program (“GMP”) Manual. Since that time, the Agency has implemented the well 

registration, groundwater elevation monitoring, groundwater quality monitoring for seawater 

intrusion, and groundwater extraction monitoring components of the GMP. Some components 

of the GMP occur year-round, such as monthly groundwater level monitoring, while others like 

water quality monitoring for seawater intrusion are seasonal and occur primarily during the 

summer months. 

In May 2026, Agency staff began the annual water quality sampling of wells in the Deep 

Aquifers, as described in the “Monitoring Plan for the Deep Aquifers,” which was prepared by 

the Agency and adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the Agency in December 2025. The 

results from Deep Aquifers water quality sampling are used to identify changes in water 

chemistry, discern any indications of seawater intrusion, and provide data to inform the 

depositional environment and age of groundwater in the Deep Aquifers. As of the date of this 

report, laboratory analysis of the 2026 Deep Aquifers water quality samples is ongoing. 

In June 2026, Agency staff began collecting groundwater samples as part of the program that 

monitors water quality for seawater intrusion. Production wells in the 180/400-Foot Aquifer, 

Eastside Aquifer, and Monterey Subbasins are sampled twice per year, in June and August, 

and monitoring wells are sampled once in September. The resulting data from these events are 

used by the Agency to develop maps of the extent of seawater intrusion in the Salinas Valley 

Groundwater Basin and quantify changes and variability in groundwater chemistry within and 

ahead of the mapped seawater intrusion extent, and by external Groundwater Sustainability 

Page 1  County of Monterey Printed on 9/11/2026
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Legistar File Number: JBL 26-018

Agencies to evaluate subbasin-specific Sustainable Management Criteria in the Langley 

Subbasin and three aforementioned Subbasins. Laboratory analysis of samples collected in 

June and August is ongoing. The remaining sample collection will occur beginning on 

September 15, 2026. 

On August 23, 2026, Agency staff completed the annual August Trough groundwater level 

measurement event. This component of the groundwater level monitoring program involves 

collecting measurements at approximately 140 wells on a single Sunday to capture a snapshot 

of groundwater conditions within and ahead of the area with mapped seawater intrusion at a 

time of the year with peak groundwater pumping. Data generated by the August Trough event 

will be used to develop groundwater elevation contour maps, assess regional groundwater 

conditions that contribute to seawater intrusion, and evaluate annual changes in groundwater 

levels and storage. 

b. Salinas River Discharge Measurement Series

During the last week of August 2026, Agency and U.S. Geological Survey (“USGS”) staff 

completed the Salinas River Discharge Measurement Series (“River Series”), an annual 

streamflow measurement survey of the Salinas River that provides information essential to 

understanding the hydrologic conditions that affect water management along the Salinas River.

Prior to and during the River Series, reservoir releases are held constant and discharge (i.e., 

streamflow) measurements are performed at multiple locations along the Salinas River during a 

discrete period of time. The resultant streamflow measurements are analyzed to inform the 

Agency’s understanding of groundwater-surface water interactions along the length of the 

Salinas River below Nacimiento and San Antonio dams. Data collected during the 2026 River 

Series are being analyzed and a report with the results will be forthcoming in late 2026. 

c. Planning and Technical Support for the Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency

The Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“SVBGSA”) is preparing 

amendments to the Groundwater Sustainability Plans (“GSPs”) for the six subbasins where it 

has management responsibilities. During July and August 2026, Agency staff provided planning 

and technical support to the SVBGSA by reviewing drafts of the GSP amendments and 

providing input on topics such as the GMP, Agency facilities and operations, and future 

projects and management actions. 

d. Groundwater Monitoring and Remedial Measures Plan for the Monterey Peninsula Water 

Supply Project

In April 2012, California American Water Company (“CAWC”) filed an application with the 

California Public Utilities Commission (“CPUC”) for approval of the Monterey Peninsula 

Water Supply Project (“MPWSP”). As proposed, the MPWSP would include slant source 

water wells, a desalination plan, product water pipelines, and related appurtenant facilities. 

Page 2  County of Monterey Printed on 9/11/2026
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Legistar File Number: JBL 26-018

In December 2012, the Agency and CAWC entered into a Settlement Agreement and Mutual 

Release, adopted by the CPUC in March 2015, wherein, among other things, CAWC agreed 

to promptly pay the costs of the Agency’s implementation of a groundwater monitoring plan 

throughout the life of the MPWSP or its successor. Subsequent actions related to the 

Agency’s role in monitoring for the MPWSP include (1) CPUC certification of an 

environmental impact report and adoption of Applicant Proposed Measure 4.4-3, wherein 

CAWC agreed to work with the Agency to develop a monitoring and reporting program to 

provide early warning of any potential negative effects to groundwater levels or groundwater 

salinity as a result of the MPWSP (September 2018); and (2) California Coastal Commission 

(“CCC”) approval of coastal development permits for the MPWSP that include Special 

Condition 12, requiring preparation of a Groundwater Monitoring and Remedial Measures 

Plan (“GMRMP”) to be reviewed and approved by the CCC (November 2022). 

In September 2025, Agency staff engaged with CAWC to review and comment on an initial 

draft of the GMRMP. Since that time, Agency staff has continued to work with CAWC on 

subsequent drafts of the GMRMP and preparation of a Master Agreement for Professional 

Services (“Master Agreement”) to define the scope and terms of the Agency’s implementation 

of the GMRMP. Currently, the Master Agreement is under review by the Agency and 

CAWC, and the GMRMP is under review by the CCC. 

The Agency’s required level of effort and staffing needs are expected to increase once the 

GMRMP is approved and a Master Agreement is executed, both of which are precursors to 

beginning implementation of the data collection, analysis, and reporting described in the 

GMRMP. The implementation phase could begin as soon as early 2027 but the timeline 

remains uncertain. 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

Staff from the USGS participated in the Salinas River Discharge Measurement Series. CAWC is 

involved with the GMRMP. County Counsel is participating in review of the Master Agreement with 

CAWC. 

FINANCING:

Funding for the GMP is provided through the GMP Fees, which is included in the Fiscal Year (“FY”) 

2026-27 Adopted Budget in Fund 1501. The total estimated amount of the GMP for FY 2026-27 is 

$802,536 and appropriations in the FY 2026-27 Adopted Budget are sufficient for this program. 

Funding for Agency staff time to complete data collection and analysis for the River Series is provided 

from Fund 1501 and appropriations in the FY 2026-27 Adopted Budget are sufficient for this 

program. Funding for USGS staff support of the River Series is provided through a Joint Funding 

Agreement, the Agency’s portion of which is included in Fund 1503 of the FY 2026-27 Adopted 

Budget. 

Funding for Agency staff time to provide planning and technical support services to the SVBGSA, up 

to $125,000 for FY 2026-27, is provided through a Memorandum of Understanding between the 

Page 3  County of Monterey Printed on 9/11/2026
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Legistar File Number: JBL 26-018

Agency and SVBGSA. The full amount of the MOU is included in the FY 2026-27 Adopted Budget 

in Fund 1501. 

Funding for the GMRMP will be provided by CAWC but is not included in the FY 2026-27 Adopted 

Budget (Fund 1501) because the scope of services and terms have not yet been finalized. 

Prepared by: Amy Woodrow, Senior Water Resources Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860

Approved by: Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860                       

 

Page 4  County of Monterey Printed on 9/11/2026
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: JBL 26-018 September 17, 2026

Item No. 

Draft9/10/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 Joint Board LeadershipVersion: Matter Type:

Update on Monterey County Water Resources Agency engagement in groundwater management 

activities

a. Groundwater Monitoring Program

b. Salinas River Discharge Measurement Series

c. Planning and Technical Support for the Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency

d. Groundwater Monitoring and Remedial Measures Plan for the Monterey Peninsula Water 

Supply Project 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

a. Groundwater Monitoring Program

In October 2024, the Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County Water Resources 

Agency (“Agency”) adopted Ordinance No. 5426 and approved the Agency’s Groundwater 

Monitoring Program (“GMP”) Manual. Since that time, the Agency has implemented the well 

registration, groundwater elevation monitoring, groundwater quality monitoring for seawater 

intrusion, and groundwater extraction monitoring components of the GMP. Some components 

of the GMP occur year-round, such as monthly groundwater level monitoring, while others like 

water quality monitoring for seawater intrusion are seasonal and occur primarily during the 

summer months. 

In May 2026, Agency staff began the annual water quality sampling of wells in the Deep 

Aquifers, as described in the “Monitoring Plan for the Deep Aquifers,” which was prepared by 

the Agency and adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the Agency in December 2025. The 

results from Deep Aquifers water quality sampling are used to identify changes in water 

chemistry, discern any indications of seawater intrusion, and provide data to inform the 

depositional environment and age of groundwater in the Deep Aquifers. As of the date of this 

report, laboratory analysis of the 2026 Deep Aquifers water quality samples is ongoing. 

In June 2026, Agency staff began collecting groundwater samples as part of the program that 

monitors water quality for seawater intrusion. Production wells in the 180/400-Foot Aquifer, 

Eastside Aquifer, and Monterey Subbasins are sampled twice per year, in June and August, 

and monitoring wells are sampled once in September. The resulting data from these events are 

used by the Agency to develop maps of the extent of seawater intrusion in the Salinas Valley 

Groundwater Basin and quantify changes and variability in groundwater chemistry within and 

ahead of the mapped seawater intrusion extent, and by external Groundwater Sustainability 

Page 1  County of Monterey Printed on 9/10/2026
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Legistar File Number: JBL 26-018

Agencies to evaluate subbasin-specific Sustainable Management Criteria in the Langley 

Subbasin and three aforementioned Subbasins. Laboratory analysis of samples collected in 

June and August is ongoing. The remaining sample collection will occur beginning on 

September 15, 2026. 

On August 23, 2026, Agency staff completed the annual August Trough groundwater level 

measurement event. This component of the groundwater level monitoring program involves 

collecting measurements at approximately 140 wells on a single Sunday to capture a snapshot 

of groundwater conditions within and ahead of the area with mapped seawater intrusion at a 

time of the year with peak groundwater pumping. Data generated by the August Trough event 

will be used to develop groundwater elevation contour maps, assess regional groundwater 

conditions that contribute to seawater intrusion, and evaluate annual changes in groundwater 

levels and storage. 

b. Salinas River Discharge Measurement Series

During the last week of August 2026, Agency and U.S. Geological Survey (“USGS”) staff 

completed the Salinas River Discharge Measurement Series (“River Series”), an annual 

streamflow measurement survey of the Salinas River that provides information essential to 

understanding the hydrologic conditions that affect water management along the Salinas River.

Prior to and during the River Series, reservoir releases are held constant and discharge (i.e., 

streamflow) measurements are performed at multiple locations along the Salinas River during a 

discrete period of time. The resultant streamflow measurements are analyzed to inform the 

Agency’s understanding of groundwater-surface water interactions along the length of the 

Salinas River below Nacimiento and San Antonio dams. Data collected during the 2026 River 

Series are being analyzed and a report with the results will be forthcoming in late 2026. 

c. Planning and Technical Support for the Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency

The Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“SVBGSA”) is preparing 

amendments to the Groundwater Sustainability Plans (“GSPs”) for the six subbasins where it 

has management responsibilities. During July and August 2026, Agency staff provided planning 

and technical support to the SVBGSA by reviewing drafts of the GSP amendments and 

providing input on topics such as the GMP, Agency facilities and operations, and future 

projects and management actions. 

d. Groundwater Monitoring and Remedial Measures Plan for the Monterey Peninsula Water 

Supply Project

In April 2012, California American Water Company (“CAWC”) filed an application with the 

California Public Utilities Commission (“CPUC”) for approval of the Monterey Peninsula 

Water Supply Project (“MPWSP”). As proposed, the MPWSP would include slant source 

water wells, a desalination plan, product water pipelines, and related appurtenant facilities. 
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In December 2012, the Agency and CAWC entered into a Settlement Agreement and Mutual 

Release, adopted by the CPUC in March 2015, wherein, among other things, CAWC agreed 

to promptly pay the costs of the Agency’s implementation of a groundwater monitoring plan 

throughout the life of the MPWSP or its successor. Subsequent actions related to the 

Agency’s role in monitoring for the MPWSP include (1) CPUC certification of an 

environmental impact report and adoption of Applicant Proposed Measure 4.4-3, wherein 

CAWC agreed to work with the Agency to develop a monitoring and reporting program to 

provide early warning of any potential negative effects to groundwater levels or groundwater 

salinity as a result of the MPWSP (September 2018); and (2) California Coastal Commission 

(“CCC”) approval of coastal development permits for the MPWSP that include Special 

Condition 12, requiring preparation of a Groundwater Monitoring and Remedial Measures 

Plan (“GMRMP”) to be reviewed and approved by the CCC (November 2022). 

In September 2025, Agency staff engaged with CAWC to review and comment on an initial 

draft of the GMRMP. Since that time, Agency staff has continued to work with CAWC on 

subsequent drafts of the GMRMP and preparation of a Master Agreement for Professional 

Services (“Master Agreement”) to define the scope and terms of the Agency’s implementation 

of the GMRMP. Currently, the Master Agreement is under review by the Agency and 

CAWC, and the GMRMP is under review by the CCC. 

The Agency’s required level of effort and staffing needs are expected to increase once the 

GMRMP is approved and a Master Agreement is executed, both of which are precursors to 

beginning implementation of the data collection, analysis, and reporting described in the 

GMRMP. The implementation phase could begin as soon as early 2027 but the timeline 

remains uncertain. 

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

Staff from the USGS participated in the Salinas River Discharge Measurement Series. CAWC is 

involved with the GMRMP. County Counsel is participating in review of the Master Agreement with 

CAWC. 

FINANCING:

Funding for the GMP is provided through the GMP Fees, which is included in the Fiscal Year (“FY”) 

2026-27 Adopted Budget in Fund 1501. The total estimated amount of the GMP for FY 2026-27 is 

$802,536 and appropriations in the FY 2026-27 Adopted Budget are sufficient for this program. 

Funding for Agency staff time to complete data collection and analysis for the River Series is provided 

from Fund 1501 and appropriations in the FY 2026-27 Adopted Budget are sufficient for this 

program. Funding for USGS staff support of the River Series is provided through a Joint Funding 

Agreement, the Agency’s portion of which is included in Fund 1503 of the FY 2026-27 Adopted 

Budget. 

Funding for Agency staff time to provide planning and technical support services to the SVBGSA, up 

to $125,000 for FY 2026-27, is provided through a Memorandum of Understanding between the 
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Agency and SVBGSA. The full amount of the MOU is included in the FY 2026-27 Adopted Budget 

in Fund 1501. 

Funding for the GMRMP will be provided by CAWC but is not included in the FY 2026-27 Adopted 

Budget (Fund 1501) because the scope of services and terms have not yet been finalized. 

Prepared by: Amy Woodrow, Senior Water Resources Hydrologist, (831) 755-4860

Approved by: Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860                       
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: JBL 26-019 September 17, 2026

Item No.3 

Agenda Ready9/11/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 Joint Board LeadershipVersion: Matter Type:

Receive an Update on the San Antonio Dam Spillway Replacement Project.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

Following the Oroville Dam Spillway failure in 2017, the California Department of Water Resources, 

Division of Safety of Dams (DSOD) required the Agency perform a condition assessment of the San 

Antonio Dam Spillway.  Ultimately, DSOD mandated the spillway be replaced.  The Agency has until 

December 2031 to complete that replacement project.  

The Agency contracted with McMillen Inc. in October 2024 to provide engineering design services 

for the San Antonio Dam Spillway Replacement Project.  The initial tasks included the 

Probable Maximum Flood Study and Alternatives Analysis Report to inform the design.  Those 

reports were approved by DSOD in May 2026.  McMillen then prepared the 30% Design Drawings 

and Documentation Report.  These were submitted to DSOD in September 2026 with an anticipated 

90-day review period.

The Agency contracted with GEI Consultants in September 2026 to perform environmental consulting 

services.  The project kickoff meeting will be held in early October and the activities will closely align 

with the design work.

The Spillway Replacement Project is on schedule.  Key milestones include:

· Fall 2026: Begin CEQA process

· Winter 2027: Construct and test a physical model of the spillway 

· Winter 2027: Complete 60% Design Documentation

· Spring 2027: DSOD Review

· Summer 2027: Draft CEQA documentation for public review

· Summer 2027: Complete 90% Design Documentation

· Fall 2027: DSOD Review

· Fall 2027: Final CEQA documentation

· Fall 2027: 100% Design Documentation

· TBD: Final Permitting

· TBD: Construction

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

California Department of Water Resources

Page 1  County of Monterey Printed on 9/11/2026

19



Legistar File Number: JBL 26-019

FINANCING:

May of 2024, the Agency secured approximately $16.15 million in funds under SB104 for use toward 

dam safety projects through a funding agreement with the California Department of Water Resources.  

An estimated three (3) million dollars has been allocated toward the final design of the San Antonio 

Spillway Replacement Project.  This a reimbursable funding agreement and so Agency funds will be 

utilized to support the project until the reimbursements are received.  

Prepared by: Shaunna Murray, Deputy General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Approved by: Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: JBL 26-019 September 17, 2026

Item No. 

Draft9/11/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 Joint Board LeadershipVersion: Matter Type:

Receive an Update on the San Antonio Dam Spillway Replacement Project.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

Following the Oroville Dam Spillway failure in 2017, the California Department of Water Resources, 

Division of Safety of Dams (DSOD) required the Agency perform a condition assessment of the San 

Antonio Dam Spillway.  Ultimately, DSOD mandated the spillway be replaced.  The Agency has until 

December 2031 to complete that replacement project.  

The Agency contracted with McMillen Inc. in October 2024 to provide engineering design services 

for the San Antonio Dam Spillway Replacement Project.  The initial tasks included the 

Probable Maximum Flood Study and Alternatives Analysis Report to inform the design.  Those 

reports were approved by DSOD in May 2026.  McMillen then prepared the 30% Design Drawings 

and Documentation Report.  These were submitted to DSOD in September 2026 with an anticipated 

90-day review period.

The Agency contracted with GEI Consultants in September 2026 to perform environmental consulting 

services.  The project kickoff meeting will be held in early October and the activities will closely align 

with the design work.

The Spillway Replacement Project is on schedule.  Key milestones include:

· Fall 2026: Begin CEQA process

· Winter 2027: Construct and test a physical model of the spillway 

· Winter 2027: Complete 60% Design Documentation

· Spring 2027: DSOD Review

· Summer 2027: Draft CEQA documentation for public review

· Summer 2027: Complete 90% Design Documentation

· Fall 2027: DSOD Review

· Fall 2027: Final CEQA documentation

· Fall 2027: 100% Design Documentation

· TBD: Final Permitting

· TBD: Construction

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

California Department of Water Resources
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FINANCING:

May of 2024, the Agency secured approximately $16.15 million in funds under SB104 for use toward 

dam safety projects through a funding agreement with the California Department of Water Resources.  

An estimated three (3) million dollars has been allocated toward the final design of the San Antonio 

Spillway Replacement Project.  This a reimbursable funding agreement and so Agency funds will be 

utilized to support the project until the reimbursements are received.  

Prepared by: Shaunna Murray, Deputy General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Approved by: Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: JBL 26-020 September 17, 2026

Item No.4 

Agenda Ready9/11/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 Joint Board LeadershipVersion: Matter Type:

Receive an Update on the Nacimiento Dam Spillway Plunge Pool Erosion Protection Project. 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Nacimiento Dam Spillway Plunge Pool Erosion Protection Project is a dam safety initiative to 

address ongoing erosion concerns caused by high velocity spillway flows entering the plunge pool. 

Past spill events have eroded the left and right banks, displaced riprap, and exposed weak underlying 

rock formations. Recent hydraulic modeling, a geotechnical investigation and report, and the 30% 

design have been completed by AECOM Technical Services, to construct a roller compacted 

concrete (RCC) erosion protection system to ensure spillway and dam safety during large flood 

events, including the Probable Maximum Flood (PMF).

The Agency contracted with GEI Consultants in September 2026 to perform environmental consulting 

services.  The project kickoff meeting will be held in early October, and the activities will closely align 

with the design work. Environmental permitting and regulatory coordination with DSOD, FERC, 

RWQCB, CDFW, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will continue as the design advances.

The Spillway Plunge Pool Erosion Protection Project is on schedule.  Key milestones include:

Completed Milestones

· Topographic & bathymetric surveys: Jan 2024

· Geotechnical investigations & borings: Nov 2024 - Jul 2025

· Alternatives hydraulic modeling: 2025 - Feb 2026

· Selection of preferred alternative (Alt. 1): Feb 19, 2026

· 30% Design Report completed: Aug 28, 2026

· 30% Design Report Submission to DSOD for review: Sept 14, 2026

Upcoming Milestones

· Begin 60% design development: Nov 2026

· Complete 60% design package: Jan 2027

· Regulatory review of 60% design: Mar - May 2027

· Complete 90% design package: Jul 2027

· Final design completion: Nov 2027

· Bid package preparation: Feb - Mar 2028

· Advertise for construction bids: Mar 2028

· Issue Notice to Proceed: Jun 2028

Construction is subject to permitting, funding, and contractor procurement.
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

California Department of Water Resources

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

FINANCING:

May of 2023, the Agency secured approximately $6.1 million in funds under Funding Agreement No. 

4600015276 for use toward dam safety projects at Nacimiento Dam through a funding agreement 

with the California Department of Water Resources.  $1.67 million dollars has been allocated toward 

the design of the Nacimiento Dam Spillway Plunge Pool Erosion Protection Project.  The Agency is in 

possession of funds for this agreement.

Additional funding for environmental permitting and construction has been identified under SB104 for 

use toward dam safety projects through a reimbursable funding agreement with the California 

Department of Water Resources.

Prepared by: Mark Foxworthy, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 788-3454

Approved by: Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860
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Board Report

County of Monterey
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: JBL 26-020 September 17, 2026

Item No.4 

Draft9/11/2026Introduced: Current Status:

1 Joint Board LeadershipVersion: Matter Type:

Receive an Update on the Nacimiento Dam Spillway Plunge Pool Erosion Protection Project. 

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The Nacimiento Dam Spillway Plunge Pool Erosion Protection Project is a dam safety initiative 

to address ongoing erosion concerns caused by high velocity spillway flows entering the plunge 

pool. Past spill events have eroded the left and right banks, displaced riprap, and exposed weak 

underlying rock formations. Recent hydraulic modeling, a geotechnical investigation and report, 

and the 30% design have been completed by AECOM Technical Services, to construct a roller 

compacted concrete (RCC) erosion protection system to ensure spillway and dam safety during 

large flood events, including the Probable Maximum Flood (PMF).

The Agency contracted with GEI Consultants in September 2026 to perform environmental 

consulting services.  The project kickoff meeting will be held in early October, and the 

activities will closely align with the design work. Environmental permitting and regulatory 

coordination with DSOD, FERC, RWQCB, CDFW, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will 

continue as the design advances.

The Spillway Plunge Pool Erosion Protection Project is on schedule.  Key milestones include:

Completed Milestones

· Topographic & bathymetric surveys: Jan 2024

· Geotechnical investigations & borings: Nov 2024 - Jul 2025

· Alternatives hydraulic modeling: 2025 - Feb 2026

· Selection of preferred alternative (Alt. 1): Feb 19, 2026

· 30% Design Report completed: Aug 28, 2026

· 30% Design Report Submission to DSOD for review: Sept 14, 2026

Upcoming Milestones

· Begin 60% design development: Nov 2026

· Complete 60% design package: Jan 2027

· Regulatory review of 60% design: Mar - May 2027

· Complete 90% design package: Jul 2027

· Final design completion: Nov 2027

· Bid package preparation: Feb - Mar 2028

· Advertise for construction bids: Mar 2028

· Issue Notice to Proceed: Jun 2028

Construction is subject to permitting, funding, and contractor procurement.
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OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

California Department of Water Resources

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

FINANCING:

May of 2023, the Agency secured approximately $6.1 million in funds under Funding 

Agreement No. 4600015276 for use toward dam safety projects at Nacimiento Dam through a 

funding agreement with the California Department of Water Resources.  $1.67 million dollars 

has been allocated toward the design of the Nacimiento Dam Spillway Plunge Pool Erosion 

Protection Project.  The Agency is in possession of funds for this agreement.

Additional funding for environmental permitting and construction has been identified under 

SB104 for use toward dam safety projects through a reimbursable funding agreement with the 

California Department of Water Resources.

Prepared by: Mark Foxworthy, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 788-3454

Approved by: Ara Azhderian, General Manager, (831) 755-4860
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