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Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency

Meeting Agenda - Final October 12, 2021

Important Notice Regarding COVID 19

Based on guidance from the California Department of Public Health and the California Governor’s 

Office, in order to minimize the spread of the COVID 19 virus, please do the following:

1. While the Board chambers remain open, you are strongly encouraged to observe the live stream 

of the Board of Supervisors meetings at https://monterey.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx, 

http://www.mgtvonline.com/, www.youtube.com/c/MontereyCountyTV or 

https://www.facebook.com/MontereyCoInfo/

If you attend the Board of Supervisors meeting in person, you will be required to maintain 

appropriate social distancing, i.e., maintain a 6-foot distance between yourself and other individuals.

2. If you choose not to attend the Board of Supervisors meeting but desire to make general public 

comment, or comment on a specific item on the agenda, you may do so in two ways: 

a.submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on the Monday prior to the Board meeting. Please 

submit your comment to the Clerk of the Board at cob@co.monterey.ca.us. In an effort to assist the 

Clerk in identifying the agenda item relating to your public comment please indicate in the Subject 

Line, the meeting body (i.e. Board of Supervisors Agenda) and item number (i.e. Item No. 10). Your 

comment will be placed into the record at the Board meeting.

b. you may participate through ZOOM. For ZOOM participation please join by computer audio at: 

https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/224397747

OR to participate by phone call any of these numbers below:

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

        +1 253 215 8782 US

        +1 301 715 8592 US     

         

Enter this Meeting ID number: 224397747 when prompted.  Please note there is no Participant 

Code, you will just hit # again after the recording prompts you.

You will be placed in the meeting as an attendee; when you are ready to make a public comment if 

joined by computer audio please Raise your Hand; and by phone please push *9 on your keypad.

3. You are encouraged to participate via Zoom; however,  additional seating with audio of the Board 

meeting will be available in the Monterey Room on the 2nd floor of the County Government Center 

is needed for overflow.
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Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency

Meeting Agenda - Final October 12, 2021

Aviso importante sobre COVID 19

Según la orientación del Departamento de Salud Pública de California y la Oficina del Gobernador 

de California, para minimizar la propagación del virus COVID 19, haga lo siguiente:

1. Mientras las cámaras de la Junta permanezcan abiertas, se le recomienda encarecidamente que 

observe la transmisión en vivo de las reuniones de la Junta de Supervisores en 

https://monterey.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx, http://www.mgtvonline.com/, 

www.youtube.com/c/MontereyCountyTV o https://www.facebook.com/MontereyCoInfo/

Si asiste a la reunión de la Junta de Supervisores en persona, se le pedirá que mantenga un 

distanciamiento social apropiado, es decir, mantenga una distancia de 6 pies entre usted y otras 

personas.

2. Si elige no asistir a la reunión de la Junta de Supervisores pero desea hacer comentarios del 

público en general, o comentar sobre un tema específico de la agenda, puede hacerlo de dos 

maneras:

Envíe su comentario por correo electrónico antes de las 5:00 p.m. el lunes anterior a la reunión de la 

Junta. Envíe su comentario al Secretario de la Junta a cob@co.monterey.ca.us. En un esfuerzo por 

ayudar al Secretario a identificar el ítem de la agenda relacionado con su comentario público, por 

favor indique en la Línea de Asunto, el cuerpo de la reunión (es decir, la Agenda de la Junta de 

Supervisores) y el número del ítem (es decir, el Ítem No. 10). Su comentario se colocará en el 

registro en la reunión de la Junta.

B. puede participar a través de ZOOM. Para participar en ZOOM, únase por audio de computadora 

en: https://montereycty.zoom.us/j/224397747

O para participar por teléfono llame a cualquiera de los siguientes números:

 +1669900 6833 EE. UU. (San José)

        

+ 1346248 7799 EE. UU. (Houston)

        

+1312626 6799 EE. UU. (Chicago)

        

+1929205 6099 EE. UU. (Nueva York)

        

Page 2 of 4 

3



Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County 

Water Resources Agency

Meeting Agenda - Final October 12, 2021

+1 253215 8782 EE. UU.

        

+1 301 715 8592 EE. UU.

Ingrese este número de identificación de la reunión: 224397747 cuando se le solicite. Tenga en 

cuenta que no hay un código de participante, simplemente presionará # nuevamente después de que 

la grabación le indique.

Se le colocará en la reunión como asistente; cuando esté listo para hacer un comentario público si se 

le une el audio de la computadora, levante la mano; y por teléfono, presione * 9 en su teclado.

3. Se le anima a participar a través de Zoom; sin embargo, se necesitarán asientos adicionales con 

audio de la reunión de la Junta en el Salón Monterey en el segundo piso del Centro de Gobierno del 

Condado para el desbordamiento.

NOTE: All agenda titles related to numbered agenda items are live web links. Click on the title to be 

directed to the corresponding Board Report.
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Water Resources Agency

Meeting Agenda - Final October 12, 2021

PUBLIC COMMENT: Members of the public may address comments to the Board concerning each 

agenda item.  The timing of public comment shall be at the discretion of the Chair.

Please refer to the separate agenda for the Board of Supervisors

Pursuant to Governor Newsom’s Executive Order No. N-29-20, some or all Supervisors may 

participate in the meeting by telephone or video conference.

10:30 A.M. - Call to Order

Roll Call

Additions and Corrections by Clerk

The Clerk of the Board will announce agenda corrections and proposed additions, which 

may be acted on by the Board as provided in Sections 54954.2 of the California 

Government Code.

General Public Comments

This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons to address the Board on any matter not 

on this agenda but under the jurisdiction of the Board of Supervisors. Board members may 

respond briefly to the statement made or questions posed. They may ask a question for 

clarification; make a referral to staff for factual information or request staff to report back to 

the Board at a future meeting.

Consent Calendar

1. Adopt a resolution authorizing the Water Resources Agency General Manager, or designee, to:

a. Apply for a $2,000,000 WaterSMART matching grant with the U.S. Department of Interior, 

Bureau of Reclamation (“BOR”) Drought Response Program (Notice of Funding Opportunity No. 

R22AS0020) for Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project optimization projects; and

b. If the grant is awarded, enter into a cooperation agreement with the BOR, receive the funds, and 

administer the grant.

Board Report

Executed MCWRA Board Order

Resolution

Attachments:

Adjournment
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-162 October 12, 2021

Item No.1 

Consent Agenda9/28/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Adopt a resolution authorizing the Water Resources Agency General Manager, or designee, to:

a. Apply for a $2,000,000 WaterSMART matching grant with the U.S. Department of Interior, 

Bureau of Reclamation (“BOR”) Drought Response Program (Notice of Funding Opportunity No. 

R22AS0020) for Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project optimization projects; and

b. If the grant is awarded, enter into a cooperation agreement with the BOR, receive the funds, and 

administer the grant.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

Adopt a resolution authorizing the Water Resources Agency General Manager, or designee, to:

a. Apply for a $2,000,000 WaterSMART matching grant with the U.S. Department of Interior, 

Bureau of Reclamation (“BOR”) Drought Response Program (Notice of Funding Opportunity 

No. R22AS0020) for Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project optimization projects; and

b. If the grant is awarded, enter into a cooperation agreement with the BOR, receive the funds, 

and administer the grant.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The U.S. Department of the Interior’s (“Department”) WaterSMART (Sustain and Manage 

America’s Resources for Tomorrow) Program provides a framework for federal leadership and 

assistance to stretch and secure water supplies for future generations in support of the Department’s 

priorities. Through WaterSMART, the Bureau of Reclamation (“Reclamation”) leverages federal and 

non-federal funding to work cooperatively with states, tribes, and local entities as they plan for and 

implement actions to increase water supply reliability through investments in existing infrastructure and 

attention to local water conflicts.  The maximum grant award available is $2,000,000 with a 50% 

cost-share.

Drought conditions across the West impact a wide range of communities and sectors, including 

agriculture, cities, tribes, the environment, recreation, hydropower producers, and others. The 

Western United States is experiencing its worst drought this century-historic in both duration and 

severity-threatening to kill crops, spark wildfires, and harm public health. As of July 2021, the U.S. 

Drought Monitor indicates that more than 93% of the land in nine of the Western states is in drought 

conditions, and nearly 60% of the area is experiencing extreme or exceptional drought. The 

WaterSMART Drought Response Program supports a proactive approach to drought by providing 

financial assistance to develop and update comprehensive drought plans (“Drought Contingency 

Planning”) and implement projects that will build long-term resilience to drought (“Drought Resiliency 
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Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-162

Projects”).

Monterey County is experiencing a second year of dry and drought conditions and was included in the 

Governor’s drought declaration in June 2021.  These conditions have affected the local water 

resources with two of the critical reservoirs serving the area at 7 and 12% capacities and groundwater 

levels in southern Salinas Valley beginning to decline. The lack of water in storage in the reservoirs this 

year resulted in the curtailment of releases to the groundwater basin in July, two months earlier than 

normal. Since then, only minimum fisheries releases are being made from the reservoirs.  As a result, 

there is no flow in the Salinas River from near King City to the coast.

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (“MCWRA”) manages the Castroville Seawater 

Intrusion Project (“CSIP”), which is part of a conjunctive use system that delivers a combination of 

recycled water, Salinas River water, and groundwater to farmers to reduce groundwater extraction 

within seawater intruded areas of the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin. CSIP is owned by the 

MCWRA and is operated by Monterey One Water (“M1W”). Over the 23 years since CSIP was 

built, the system has already slowed the rate of seawater intrusion, but it is limited by the inability to 

meet all pressure and flow demands during peak summer irrigation during periods of drought, due to 

restrictions in capacity along some critical pipeline segments. Groundwater must be pumped to 

increase pressure at some sites when demand peaks during certain hours and conveyance needs 

exceed pipeline capacities. The existing infrastructure does not allow for continuous monitoring of 

“turnouts” (points of use for irrigation), nor for effectively scheduling and managing water deliveries.

The MCWRA has proposed the CSIP optimization projects (“Optimization Projects”) to address 

these challenges through infrastructure and program implementation improvements. The Optimization 

Projects include the installation of devices to track and control water use at each turnout, which 

enables water scheduling, creation of algorithms for meeting demands, and identifying the most critical 

conveyance deficiencies. In addition, it includes dynamic hydraulic modeling of various conditions of 

existing and future seasonal and diurnal water use. The Optimization Projects implement a water 

scheduling system whereby farmers submit water orders and water deliveries are scheduled to 

increase the use of recycled and river water. Finally, the Optimization Projects include upgrades to a 

critical pipeline segment, the A-1 monitoring site, to convey higher flows and optimize pressure.  

This set of improvements will decrease the system's need for groundwater during peak hours of 

demand throughout the year. Optimizing the CSIP system in this way will increase recycled water 

supply reliability and will help protect drinking water supplies of underrepresented, disadvantaged 

communities in Castroville and Salinas, which are threatened by seawater intrusion. In drought years, 

the annual groundwater pumping reduced due to the Optimization Projects is anticipated to be 

1,200-1,600 acre-feet. The components of the Optimization Projects are in various stages of the 

design phase and could be completed within the next couple of years, if adequate funding is secured.  

The total estimated cost for these improvements is approximately $4 million.  The subject grant has a 

50% cost-share with a $2 million maximum grant award.  As such, the match by MCWRA would be 

up to $2,000,000.

An official resolution adopted by the applicant’s governing body, to commit the applicant to the 

financial and legal obligations associated with receipt of a financial assistance award under the notice of 

Page 2  Monterey County Printed on 10/8/2021
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funding opportunity, is a requirement for grant submittal.  The resolution was drafted in accordance 

with grant guidelines for consideration by the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of 

Supervisors.  (Attachment A).

This item was presented to the Monterey County Water Resource Agency Board of Directors at the 

September 20th, 2021 meeting who recommended that it move forward to the Board of Supervisors 

for approval.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency, Monterey One Water

FINANCING:

Funds required for grant submittal and approximately $800,000 of the identified matching funds are in 

the approved Fiscal Year 2021-22 budget.  If the grant is awarded, additional matching funds would 

be identified in the current or subsequent fiscal years.

Prepared by:     Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:    _________________________________________    

                          Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Attachments:

1.  Attachment A. Draft Resolution

2.  Executed MCWRA Board Order
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Board Report

Monterey County
Board of Supervisors 

Chambers

168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor

Salinas, CA 93901

Legistar File Number: WRAG 21-162 October 12, 2021

Item No. 

Agenda Ready9/28/2021Introduced: Current Status:

1 WR General AgendaVersion: Matter Type:

Adopt a resolution authorizing the Water Resources Agency General Manager, or designee, to:

a. Apply for a $2,000,000 WaterSMART matching grant with the U.S. Department of Interior, 

Bureau of Reclamation (“BOR”) Drought Response Program (Notice of Funding Opportunity 

No. R22AS0020) for Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project optimization projects; and

b. If the grant is awarded, enter into a cooperation agreement with the BOR, receive the funds, 

and administer the grant.

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of Supervisors:

Adopt a resolution authorizing the Water Resources Agency General Manager, or designee, to:

a. Apply for a $2,000,000 WaterSMART matching grant with the U.S. Department of Interior, 

Bureau of Reclamation (“BOR”) Drought Response Program (Notice of Funding Opportunity 

No. R22AS0020) for Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project optimization projects; and

b. If the grant is awarded, enter into a cooperation agreement with the BOR, receive the funds, 

and administer the grant.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

The U.S. Department of the Interior’s (“Department”) WaterSMART (Sustain and Manage 

America’s Resources for Tomorrow) Program provides a framework for federal leadership and 

assistance to stretch and secure water supplies for future generations in support of the Department’s 

priorities. Through WaterSMART, the Bureau of Reclamation (“Reclamation”) leverages federal and 

non-federal funding to work cooperatively with states, tribes, and local entities as they plan for and 

implement actions to increase water supply reliability through investments in existing infrastructure and 

attention to local water conflicts.  The maximum grant award available is $2,000,000 with a 50% 

cost-share.

Drought conditions across the West impact a wide range of communities and sectors, including 

agriculture, cities, tribes, the environment, recreation, hydropower producers, and others. The 

Western United States is experiencing its worst drought this century-historic in both duration and 

severity-threatening to kill crops, spark wildfires, and harm public health. As of July 2021, the U.S. 

Drought Monitor indicates that more than 93% of the land in nine of the Western states is in drought 

conditions, and nearly 60% of the area is experiencing extreme or exceptional drought. The 

WaterSMART Drought Response Program supports a proactive approach to drought by providing 

financial assistance to develop and update comprehensive drought plans (“Drought Contingency 

Planning”) and implement projects that will build long-term resilience to drought (“Drought Resiliency 
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Projects”).

Monterey County is experiencing a second year of dry and drought conditions and was included in the 

Governor’s drought declaration in June 2021.  These conditions have affected the local water 

resources with two of the critical reservoirs serving the area at 7 and 12% capacities and groundwater 

levels in southern Salinas Valley beginning to decline. The lack of water in storage in the reservoirs this 

year resulted in the curtailment of releases to the groundwater basin in July, two months earlier than 

normal. Since then, only minimum fisheries releases are being made from the reservoirs.  As a result, 

there is no flow in the Salinas River from near King City to the coast.

The Monterey County Water Resources Agency (“MCWRA”) manages the Castroville Seawater 

Intrusion Project (“CSIP”), which is part of a conjunctive use system that delivers a combination of 

recycled water, Salinas River water, and groundwater to farmers to reduce groundwater extraction 

within seawater intruded areas of the 180/400-Foot Aquifer Subbasin. CSIP is owned by the 

MCWRA and is operated by Monterey One Water (“M1W”). Over the 23 years since CSIP was 

built, the system has already slowed the rate of seawater intrusion, but it is limited by the inability to 

meet all pressure and flow demands during peak summer irrigation during periods of drought, due to 

restrictions in capacity along some critical pipeline segments. Groundwater must be pumped to 

increase pressure at some sites when demand peaks during certain hours and conveyance needs 

exceed pipeline capacities. The existing infrastructure does not allow for continuous monitoring of 

“turnouts” (points of use for irrigation), nor for effectively scheduling and managing water deliveries.

The MCWRA has proposed the CSIP optimization projects (“Optimization Projects”) to address 

these challenges through infrastructure and program implementation improvements. The Optimization 

Projects include the installation of devices to track and control water use at each turnout, which 

enables water scheduling, creation of algorithms for meeting demands, and identifying the most critical 

conveyance deficiencies. In addition, it includes dynamic hydraulic modeling of various conditions of 

existing and future seasonal and diurnal water use. The Optimization Projects implement a water 

scheduling system whereby farmers submit water orders and water deliveries are scheduled to 

increase the use of recycled and river water. Finally, the Optimization Projects include upgrades to a 

critical pipeline segment, the A-1 monitoring site, to convey higher flows and optimize pressure.  

This set of improvements will decrease the system's need for groundwater during peak hours of 

demand throughout the year. Optimizing the CSIP system in this way will increase recycled water 

supply reliability and will help protect drinking water supplies of underrepresented, disadvantaged 

communities in Castroville and Salinas, which are threatened by seawater intrusion. In drought years, 

the annual groundwater pumping reduced due to the Optimization Projects is anticipated to be 

1,200-1,600 acre-feet. The components of the Optimization Projects are in various stages of the 

design phase and could be completed within the next couple of years, if adequate funding is secured.  

The total estimated cost for these improvements is approximately $4 million.  The subject grant has a 

50% cost-share with a $2 million maximum grant award.  As such, the match by MCWRA would be 

up to $2,000,000.

An official resolution adopted by the applicant’s governing body, to commit the applicant to the 

financial and legal obligations associated with receipt of a financial assistance award under the notice of 
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funding opportunity, is a requirement for grant submittal.  The resolution was drafted in accordance 

with grant guidelines for consideration by the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Board of 

Supervisors.  (Attachment A).

This item was presented to the Monterey County Water Resource Agency Board of Directors at the 

September 20th, 2021 meeting who recommended that it move forward to the Board of Supervisors 

for approval.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency, Monterey One Water

FINANCING:

Funds required for grant submittal and approximately $800,000 of the identified matching funds are in 

the approved Fiscal Year 2021-22 budget.  If the grant is awarded, additional matching funds would 

be identified in the current or subsequent fiscal years.

Prepared by:     Shaunna Murray, Senior Water Resources Engineer, (831) 755-4860

Approved by:    _________________________________________    

Brent Buche, General Manager, (831) 755-4860

Attachments:

1. Attachment A. Draft Resolution

2. Executed MCWRA Board Order
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MONTEREY COUNTY WATER RESOURCES AGENCY 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

Resolution No. 21-________ 

 

Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County Water 

Resources Agency to: 

 

Authorize the Water Resources Agency General Manager, or designee, to: 

a. Apply for a $2,000,000 WaterSMART matching grant with the 

U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (“BOR”) 

Drought Response Program (Notice of Funding Opportunity No. 

R22AS0020) for Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project 

optimization projects; and 

b. If the grant is awarded, enter into a cooperation agreement with the 

BOR, receive the funds, and administer the grant. 

 

  

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (“BOR”) Notice of 

Funding Opportunity is issued under the authority of Section 9504(a) of the Secure Water Act, 

Subtitle F of Title IX of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009, Public Law (P.L.) 

111-11 (42 United States Code (U.S.C.) 10364), as amended, and the Fish and Wildlife 

Coordination Act, 16 U.S.C. 661-666c, as delegated to Reclamation in Departmental Manual 255 

DM 1.1B; and  

 

WHEREAS, applicants for grant funding from the 2022 BOR WaterSMART Grant 

Program are required to adopt a resolution pursuant to the provisions of the grant application and 

cooperative agreement; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (“MCWRA”) in cooperation 

with Monterey One Water, currently provides recycled water to approximately 12,000 acres of 

irrigated agriculture within the Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project (“CSIP”), through the 

Monterey County Water Recycling Projects, but the system is constrained and has a need for 

funding assistance to increase drought resiliency and improve the reliability of water supplies and 

water management; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are potential projects to optimize the CSIP Distribution System 

resulting in decreasing the system's need for groundwater during peak hours of demand throughout 

the year.  Optimizing the CSIP system in this way will increase recycled water supply reliability 

and will help protect drinking water supplies of underrepresented, disadvantaged communities in 

Castroville and Salinas, which are threatened by seawater intrusion; and  

 

WHEREAS, MCWRA will only enter into a cooperative agreement with the BOR if an 

award is made. The grant will provide funding assistance for the CSIP Distribution System 

optimization projects.  The proposed projects will allow the MCWRA to increase drought 

resiliency and improve the reliability of water supplies and water management; and 

 

WHEREAS, the MCWRA General Manager, or designee will conduct all negotiations and 

execute and submit all documents, including, but not limited to, a grant contract and amendments, 

13



and to work with the BOR to meet established deadlines for entering into a cooperative agreement; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, MCWRA has reviewed and supports the application submitted to the BOR 

for consideration.  MCWRA has confirmed that it has the capability to provide the amount of 

funding and/or in-kind contributions as specified in the funding plan of the application; and  

 

WHEREAS, an application is due to the BOR on October 5, 2021. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Supervisors of the Monterey 

County Water Resources Agency does hereby: 

 

1. Find the foregoing recitals are true and correct. 

2. Authorize the Monterey County Water Resources Agency General Manager, or designee, 

to: 

a. Apply for a $2,000,000 WaterSMART matching grant with the U.S. Department of 

Interior, Bureau of Reclamation Drought Response Program (Notice of Funding 

Opportunity No. R22AS0020) for Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project 

optimization projects; and 

b. If the grant is awarded, enter into a cooperation agreement with the BOR, receive 

the funds, and administer the grant. 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED upon motion of Supervisor  , seconded by 

Supervisor , and carried this _______ day o f  , 2021, by the 

following vote, to wit: 
 

AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSENT: 

 

I, Valerie Ralph Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the Monterey County Water Resources Agency, State of 

California, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of an original order of said Board of Supervisors duly made 

and entered in the minutes thereof of Minute Book___ for the meeting on _______________. 

 

 
Dated:                                                           Valerie Ralph, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the 

Monterey County Water Resources Agency 
                                                                  

                                 
                                                                   By _____________________________________ 
                                                                                                         , Deputy                     
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