Board of Supervisors
County of Monterey Chambers
168 W. Alisal St., 1st Floor
Salinas, CA 93901

Board Report

File #: RES 22-064, Version: 1

Adopt a resolution authorizing the County Administrative Officer or his designee to execute the grant
agreement with the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development to receive grant funding in the
amount of $550,000 to assist local equity applicants and licensees through its local equity program for
commercial cannabis activity.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors:

Adopt a resolution authorizing the County Administrative Officer or his designee to execute the grant
agreement with the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development to receive grant funding
in the amount of $550,000 to assist local equity applicants and licensees through its local equity
program for commercial cannabis activity.

SUMMARY/DISCUSSION:

In August 2021, the Cannabis Program (Program) presented the findings of its equity assessment, which was
funded through the Cannabis Equity Grants Program for Local Jurisdictions (CEG) offered by the Governor’s
Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz). Staff was directed to develop an equity program
structure and applicant criteria and return to the Board of Supervisors (Board) to gain policy direction.

Staff returned to the Board in October 2021, at which time, the Board approved the framework of the Growing
Equity Together Program. Staff was also directed to proceed with an application for Type 2 CEG funding. The
Program submitted a grant application to GO-Biz in November 2021 for $550,000. In February 2022, GO-Biz
issued a press release announcing $35 million in grant funding, including a $550,000 Type 2 award to the
County of Monterey.

Due to an issue with email correspondence from GO-Biz, staff was recently informed that an authorizing
resolution was due by March 15, 2022 to receive grant funding. To meet this deadline, staff has prepared a brief
report and accompanying resolution for Board consideration and adoption.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
The report and Grant Agreement have been reviewed by the Office of County Counsel.

FINANCING:

The County’s Cannabis Program is funded through County Administrative Office - Department 1050,
Intergovernmental and Legislative Affairs Division - Unit 8533, Cannabis. Approval of this recommendation
will not result in additional general fund contributions.

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS STRATEGIC INITIATIVES:
The County Cannabis Program addresses each of the Strategic Initiative Policy Areas that promote the growth
of a responsible and legal Monterey County cannabis industry.

Mark a check to the related Board of Supervisors Strategic Initiatives
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X Economic Development
X Administration

X Health & Human Services
X Infrastructure

X

Public Safety

Prepared by: Joann Iwamoto, Cannabis Program Manager
Approved by: Nicholas E. Chiulos, Assistant CAO

Attachments:
A. Resolution
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