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From: norbertdall@icloud.com
To: Vasquez, Elizabeth
Subject: County of Monterey Garrapata Creek Bridge Replacement Working Group Special Meeting
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 9:37:46 AM

[CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the County. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. ]

Dear Ms. Vasquez,

Good morning.

Thank you for your note regarding the revised agenda for tomorrow’s meeting in re the above
matter.

Two questions:

1.  Will the meeting be web cast by Zoom or similar method?

(If not yet planned, can it be?  Please advise.)

2.  Your notice bears no date of publication.  Was it posted/sent 72 hours in advance of
Friday’s meeting?

Thank you.

Regards,

NHD

Norbert H. Dall
Advisor, Albion Bridge Stewards

Partner
Dall & Associates
Consultants and Advisors on Coastal Management, Land Use, and Transportation
Co-Investigator/Co-Author, On the Coasts of the Californias Project (TCOC)
930 Florin Road, Suite 200
Sacramento, California 95831 USA
Telephone (direct): +1.916.392.0283
Mobile Telephone: +1.916.716.4126 (please call this number during the continuing SARS-CoV-2 pandemic)
Email: norbertdall@icloud.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This e-mail transmission, and any documents, files or previous e-mail messages attached to it, may contain
confidential information that is legally privileged.  The information in this message may also be protected by the Electronic Communications Privacy
Act, 18 USC Sections 2510-2521, the Stored Communications Act (18 U.S.C. § 2701), the Wiretap Act (18 U.S.C. § 2510, et seq.), and the California
Invasion of Privacy Act (Cal. Pen. Code §§ 631, et seq.).  If you are not the intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of any of the information contained in or attached to this message is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED.  If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us by reply email (to norbertdall@icloud.com)
or by telephone (+1.916.392.0283) and destroy the original transmission and its attachments without reading them or saving them to any file,  disk,
paper, or other storage format.  Thank you.
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From: David Smiley
To: Vasquez, Elizabeth
Subject: Garrapata Working Group meeting
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 11:21:51 AM

[CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the County. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe. ]

Hi Elizabeth,

I'm personally alarmed that there is no zoom option for attending this meeting! Why not? This
appears to me to be an end run around the public concern about historical resources. CalTrans
needs to engineer another option that meets the needs of this and all of the other historic
bridges in Big Sur.

With the road closure and convoy system it has become abundantly clear when viewing both
the Rocky Creek and Bixby Bridge railings while driving slowly across that they all need a lot
of work. If a more closely replicable design is not done we will be stuck with this Garrapata
railing design for all of the historic bridges. That is unacceptable!!!

David Smiley, 

member of the Big Sur Land use Advisory Committee and the Garrapata ADACK review.

mailto:dsmiley595@gmail.com
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By Electronic Mail 
AngeloP@co.monterey.ca.us 

Mr. Philip Angelo 
Housing and Community Development Department 
County of Monterey 
441 Schilling Place South 2nd Floor, 
Salinas, California 93901 

RE:  GARRAPATA CREEK BRIDGE RAIL REPLACEMENT PROJECT  
        WORKING GROUP MEETING OF APRIL 26, 2024 

Dear Mr. Angelo, 

The Albion Bridge Stewards - in concert with the Highway 1 Coalition and 
Keep Big Sur Wild - strongly support the preservation of California’s historic 
Highway 1 bridges, which constitute a treasure of local, regional, State, 
national, and international significance.  

The balusters (posts and railings) of the Garrapata Bridge constitute the 
windows through which the world sees the adjacent magnificent coastal sea- 
and land-scape.  As such, they present an essential component of the historic 
design and construction of the Garrapata Bridge in the Big Sur, and 
cumulatively all the other Highway 1 bridges of that era along this coast.   

The Garrapata Bridge balusters therefore must be properly maintained and, 
where necessary, repaired or replaced - in kind (height, width, depth) and in 
situ to faithfully and sustainably protect the renowned public viewshed of the 
Big Sur, as well as public safety.  High strength materials are available to do 
that work.  It remains the County’s unchanged responsibility pursuant to the 
State-certified and federally approved Big Sur LCP to permanently protect the 
public’s views through the Garrapata Bridge balusters for unimpaired long-term 
use and enjoyment. 

It has come to our attention that County staff on 24 hours’ notice has 
scheduled a “special” meeting, limited to in-person participation, of the above-
referenced working group to (1) discuss the Garrapata Creek Bridge Rail 
Replacement Project as briefly summarized in the County agenda for the 
meeting, and (2) agenda corrections, deletions and proposed additions on 
which the working group may act pursuant to the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

We respectfully submit that no publicly disclosed valid basis exists pursuant to 
which a special meeting may be called that avoids the Brown Act’s general 72-
hour minimum notice requirement.   

The notice of the special meeting does not identify any action item that is 
before the working group, which precludes it from taking any action at this 
meeting, said subpart 2 of the notice to the contrary notwithstanding. 

In addition, conducting this meeting solely as an in-person meeting during the
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middle of a work day denies us and other interested stakeholders the legislatively recognized 
right to effectively participate in it, e.g., by web cast or telephone call-in.  (Public Resources 
Code § 30006.) 

We therefore respectfully request that the County defer this meeting (a) until proper notice of it 
and its agendized items has been given to all known interested persons pursuant to the Brown 
Act and the California Coastal Act of 1976, and (b) to such time and place as when the County 
can conduct an hybrid in-person and web cast meeting of the working group to consider this 
matter of local and greater-than-local significance. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Albion Bridge Stewards (by authorized electronic 
signatures): 

Jim Heid   Tom Wodetzki  Ali van Zee 

Maria Hansen   Arlene Reis  Warren DeSmidt 

c: 	 Hon. Luis Alejo, Supervisor, 1st District

	 	 district1@co.monterey.ca.us

	 Hon. Glenn Church, Supervisor, 2nd District

	 	 district2@co.monterey.ca.us

	 Hon. Chris Lopez, Supervisor, 3rd District

	 	 district3@co.monterey.ca.us

	 Hon. Wendy Root-Askey, Supervisor, 4th district

	 	 district4@countyofmonterey.gov

	 Hon. Mary Adams, Supervisor, 5th District

	 	 district5@co.monterey.ca.us
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From: Bruce Merchant
To: Vasquez, Elizabeth
Cc: MC Weekly Insiders; MC Weekly NOW
Subject: Fwd: Garrapata Creek Bridge Replacement Meeting Revised Agenda - Friday, April 26 (PLN220090)
Date: Thursday, April 25, 2024 9:09:58 PM

[CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the County. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe. ]

Hello Ms. Vasquez, 

We live on Garrapatos Road (above Palo Colorado), just down the road from the Garrapata Creek Bridge.   We are
currently on vacation.   How can we attend this meeting?  Will it be available on Zoom?  

Bruce 

Bruce Merchant
5124 Garrapatos Road
Carmel, Ca  93923
(831) 620-0211 Home
(408) 832-8125 Cell
bbmerchant@icloud.com

     “The world is my family.”
                   Maharishi Mahesh Yogi 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Info at CA Big Sur <info@cabigsur.org>
Subject: Garrapata Creek Bridge Replacement Meeting Revised Agenda - Friday, April 26
(PLN220090)
Date: April 25, 2024 at 9:47:25 AM MDT
To: <bbmerchant@icloud.com>
Reply-To: Info at CA Big Sur <info@cabigsur.org>

Is this email not displaying correctly?
View it in your browser.

Good afternoon,

Please see the attached revised agenda for the County of Monterey Garrapata Creek
Bridge Replacement Working Group Special Meeting taking place on Friday, April 26,
2024, at 10:45 a.m. – 2:45 p.m. at the following address. This revised agenda lists the
working group members in the ‘Roll Call’ section.

Large Conference Room
State Parks Monterey District Office
2211 Garden Road

mailto:bbmerchant@icloud.com
mailto:VasquezE4@countyofmonterey.gov
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https://mailchi.mp/57f07722c24c/garrapata-creek-bridge-replacement-meeting-revised-agenda-friday-april-26-pln220090?e=2e60d90413


Monterey, CA 93940

Kindly,
Elizabeth Vasquez
Senior Secretary
Housing and Community Development
1441 Schilling Place, South Bldg. 2nd Floor,
Salinas, CA 93901
Office: (831)755-5025 Desk: (831) 784-5737
Fax: (831) 757-9516
vasqueze4@countyofmonterey.gov

Download the revised agenda HERE (PDF, 2 Pages, 150 KB)
 

Stuck Between Landslides: Donate to the CABS Big Sur Emergency Fund
The Big Sur community is facing road closures in both the north and south, resulting in significant
economic hardships for families and local businesses. Every dollar you donate will make a
difference to those impacted and help our community navigate these challenging times.
Donate Here
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