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MONTEREY COUNTY PARKS COMMISION 

2023 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

I. MONTEREY COUNTY PARKS COMMISSION CREATION AND DUTIES 

 

Resolution No. 66-185, adopted by the Monterey County Board of Supervisors on April 

26, 1966, created the Monterey County Parks Commission, and set the rules and 

regulations for the operation of the Commission. Subsequent resolutions were adopted 

which modified aspects of the operation of the Commission [Resolution 66-185 April 26, 

1966; Resolution 80-430 July 29, 1980; Resolution 90-497 August 28, 1990; Resolution 

No. 18-149 April 24, 2018; Resolution 21-160 June 8, 2021] (Exhibit 1). 

The Commission Bylaws established the duties for the Monterey County Parks 

Commission as follows: 

 

The Commission shall: 

a. Act in an advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors in promoting, aiding, 

encouraging, and conducting a public parks program, including the development of 

recreational parks facilities and participation in the County Parks Volunteer Program. 

b. Act in an advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors and to the designated 

Department Director in planning, maintenance, development, and operation of all 

recreation areas and facilities owned, controlled, or leased by the County of 

Monterey. 

c. Formulate and recommend to the Board of Supervisors general policies related to the 

purpose of the Commission. 

d. Advise the Board of Supervisors and designated Department Director on the 

preservation of the cultural and natural resources of the County and how best to 

promote and foster an awareness of this heritage. 

e. Review annually and make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors regarding 

the Parks annual budget, suggesting ways to increase revenues and minimize 

expenditures. 

f. Recommend long-term capital outlay(s) to both maintain current facilities and to 

provide for an orderly, planned development of new facilities. 

g. Study and make recommendations on the acquisition and development or 

preservation of park areas and facilities, such as new or expanded County regional 

parks, concessions, and other recreation centers or revenue-generating venues. 

h. Interpret the junction and operation of park services adequate financial support from 

public and private sources. 

i. Consider ways to facilitate the operation of a County regional park system in 

conjunction with other public private agencies and to collaborate on establishing joint 

region-wide funding mechanisms.  

 

II. 2023 MONTEREY COUNTY PARKS COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 

 

Representing 

Supervisorial District 1 Commissioner Sergio Sanchez 



Supervisorial District 2 Commissioner Eric Rozance (term ended 10/19/23) 

Supervisorial District 2 Supervisor Glen Church 

Supervisorial District 3 Commissioner Paula Getzelman 

Supervisorial District 4 Commissioner Kelly Stracke – Chair (appointed 7/12/22) 

Supervisorial District 5 Commissioner Claudia P. Tibbs (term ended 11/16/23) 

 

III. 2023 MONTEREY COUNTY PARKS COMMISSION ACTIVITY 

 

This report highlights some of County parks projects and Monterey County Parks 

Commission support during the 2023 calendar year.  

 

In 2023, the Parks Commission conducted 8 meetings (see Exhibit 2): five (5) regular 

bimonthly meetings and three (3) special to make AB 3 61 Findings to continue to meet 

remotely due to the continuing COVID-19 restrictions. Every meeting was recorded, and 

minutes were transcribed for the review and approval of the Parks Commission. At every 

regular Parks Commission meeting, an opportunity was provided to receive general 

public comments. The public was also invited to comment on each scheduled agenda 

item. 

 

On June 27, 2023, Board of Supervisors approved Resolution that declares July as Parks 

month for the County of Monterey. Chief of Parks accepted the Parks Month Resolution 

on behalf of the Parks department.  

 

As prescribed by the Commission Bylaws, the first meeting of the year began with the 

appointment of a new Parks Commission Chair and Vice-Chair. The Bylaw-prescribed 

officer rotation of District 4 Commissioner to serve as Chair and District 5 Commissioner 

to serve as Vice-Chair was approved by the Parks Commission. Chair Stracke and Vice-

Chair Tibbs assumed their officer roles immediately. Commissioner Eric Rozance term 

representing Supervisorial District 2 ended on October 19, 2023, and Commissioner 

Claudia P. Tibbs term representing Supervisorial District 5 ended on November 16, 2023.  

 

IV. PARKS PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS/UPDATES 

 

Throughout the year, the Commission received status reports on ongoing projects. 

 

Per Capita Grant Program 

County Parks developed 4 Per Capita Project applications totaling $789,288:  

a. Toro Park: New roof and chimney and structural redesign for Buckeye BBQ area 

structure was completed in August 2023.  

b. Jacks Peak Park: West end bathroom roof replacement was completed in August 

2023.  

c. Lake San Antonio-South Shore: Repair electrical pedestals at campsites; remove 

ten (10) mobile housing units and convert pads into premium recreational vehicle 

(RV) campsites. Projects are ongoing.  



d. Lake Nacimiento: Remove three (3) dilapidated modular units behind pool and 

replace with new modular unit that will house the public laundry facility; replace 

40x20 bathroom roof. Projects are ongoing. 

 

DBW Grant Program 

Department of Boating and Waterways Grant Application for purchase of replacement 

patrol vessel for South County lakes - $143,135.10. The new vessel will enhance staff 

and public safety and replace a vessel that had been in service for 20 years with a more 

environmentally friendly unit.  

The County was not awarded a grant due to the current vessel inventory.  

 

Laguna Seca Start-Finish Bridge and Track Paving Project 

On May 10, 2022, the Board of Supervisors approved plans and special provisions for the 

WeatherTech Raceway at Laguna Seca Start-Finish Bridge and Racetrack Resurfacing 

Project. Construction was completed June 28, 2023, with an estimated contract 

completion date of January 31, 2024. This project was aimed at addressing existing safety 

issues by installing a new pedestrian footbridge (bridge) to replace an existing aging 

bridge in poor condition. In addition, the track was resurfaced to repair the tracks surface 

and curbs infrastructure that directly impacts the safety of the event participants. 

  

County Recommended Budget 

Park Commission received periodic reports on the County Recommended Budget and 

other financial and operational reports in 2023 including:   

a. Laguna Seca WeatherTech Raceway  

b. Lake Nacimiento Operations 

 

Informational Reports 

Parks Commission received informational reports on the following Parks matters:  

a. Lake Nacimiento and Lake San Antonio Water Levels and Operations  

b. Fiscal Year 2022-23 Winter Storm Damage and Repairs in Monterey County Parks                                                             

c. Laguna Seca Recreation Area Public Rifle and Pistol Range  

d. E-bike Ad Hoc  

e. Pajaro/Sunny Mesa Community Services District – Pajaro Park  

f. Volunteer Program 

g. Laguna Seca Bridge and Track Project 

h. 2022 Equal Opportunity Report 

i. Toro Park Quail Meadows Dog Park 

j. Algae Bloom 

k. Lakes Revenue and Operations 

l. Laguna Seca Raceway Concessionaire Agreement 

m. MORCA Take a Kid Mountain Biking Day 

n. Guest Services for Former Fort Ord County-owned properties 

o. Bilingual Fee Waiver Forms 

p. Public Outreach/Engagement Strategies 



q. Manzanita Park Fuel Reduction project 

Additional Matters Reviewed by the Parks Commission: 

Ordinance review on e-Bikes 

The Parks Commission formed an e-bike ad hoc committee to research the potential to 

modify the MCC 14.12 Park ordinance to allow e-bikes on trails within Monterey County 

Parks. An ordinance modification is currently being drafted and will be presented to the 

Parks Commission and Board of Supervisors in Spring 2024. 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

The Parks Commission would like to thank the Monterey County Board of Supervisors 

for its support in providing greater public access to our County day-use parks for 

ensuring funding for the maintenance and development of County parks and outdoor 

spaces. The Commission has served the Board of Supervisors for 57 years and looks 

forward to continued collaboration with staff on County Parks projects and other matters 

and advising the Board on the effective management of our County’s regional park 

system in order to sustain its valuable resources, while providing wonderful outdoor 

recreational opportunities for residents and visitors to the area. 

 

VI. EXHIBITS 

 

Exhibit 1- Resolution 66-185 April 26, 1966; Resolution 80-430 July 29, 1980; 

Resolution 90-497 August 28, 1990; Resolution No. 18-149 April 24, 2018; Resolution 

21-160 June 8, 2021 

Exhibit 2 – 2024 Parks Commission Calendar 
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Exhibit 2



Parks Commission 2024 Schedule 
 

Meeting Dates: First Thursday of every other month at 3:00pm,  
unless otherwise posted. 

 
Meeting location: 168 West Alisal Street, Salinas, CA 93901 

 Monterey Room, 2nd Floor, unless otherwise posted. 
  

Meeting Date 
Thursday, February 1, 2024 

Thursday, April 4, 2024 
Thursday, June 6, 2024 

Thursday, August 1, 2024 
Thursday, October 3, 2024 

Thursday, December 5, 2024 
 




