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1 3 June Haas House

Monterey

62 Yankee Point Drive Carmel-by-the-Sea 93923

A one-story, thin-shell concrete structure, cylindrical in form, constructed with Gunite sprayed three inch thick over elastomeric 
webbing. The residence is a cruciform plan of intersecting barrel vaults with large, metal-framed bay windows at the end of 
each vault & a dome skylight over the living room. The shell is coated with a preservative mixture containing rough-ground 
walnut shells, for texture. The vault at the sea-cliff edge, is angled downward, with a large, semicircular bay window at its 
terminus, to capture the view of a tide pool below. The building envelope is a true organic form, emerging from the earth & 
never rising above fourteen feet from ground level. Fenestration is irregular, having large lancet windows with sculptured 
overhangs spaced along the South & West elevations, & semicircular glazed bays at the ends of the barrel vaults. There are 
small porthole windows as well. A 19XX detached guest house, & a garage occupy the otherwise  natural landscape setting.

Apn # 243-152-005

✔

✔

✔ ✔

Looking NE at the West elevation, Kodiak
Greenwood, photographer

Gabrial M. Yeung,Trust, 558 South Grand
Ave., Pasadena, CA 91105

Kent Seavey, 310 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific
Grove, CA 93950

Intensive-Owner requested

None

1969, Mo. Co. Assessor's records

LIB220321



June Haas House 5S1
2 3

June Haas House
residence

residence Modern Organic Style

Constructed 1968 (Mo. Co. Assessor's office); detached guest house,

✔

detached guest house to North of subject property, 2017; detached garage East of subject property, undated but sometime after 
1970.

Mark Mills Mark Mills
Modern Architecture, Monterey County Carmel Highlands

1968 SFR CR 2, 3

The Haas House is significant under California Register Criterion 2, for its association with modernist architect Mark Mills, it is also 
significant under Criterion 3, for the high quality of  Mills Organic design. Architect Mark Mills (1921-2007) was a native of 
Jerome, Arizona, where his father managed a copper mine, where as a young man he was exposed to the carpenters skills who 
maintained the mines infrastructure, after blasting. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Architectural Engineering at the 
University of Colorado, and worked briefly as an architectural draftsman, prior to meeting Frank Lloyd Wright, who invited Mills to 
join his Taliesin West firm, as an apprentice in 1944. Mills worked and studied at Taliesin under Wright for four years, He & fellow 
apprentice Palo Soleri, were dropped from the firm after their collaboration on the design of the Cave Creek "Dome House" in 1948. 

single family residence (HP2)

Bennett, Janey, The Fantastic Seashell of the Mind-The Architecture of Mark Mills, ORO Editions, 2017. 
Hess, Alan, Forgotten Modern-California Houses 1940-1970, Gibbs-Smith Pub.:Santa Barbara, 2007.

Kent Seavey
Septembr 27, 2021
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P3(cont.) character-defining features include its cruciform plan, barrel-and groin-vaulted building envelope ,the use of Gunite
sprayed over an elastomeric webbing, then coated with a preservative mixture containing rough-ground walnut shells, for texture
as a wall-cladding. Large laancet shaped window openings with sculptured hoods, round arched doors and small porthole
windows, sited at the sea's edge in the natural coastal landscape setting.

B10 (cont.) Mills & Soleri's "Dome House" was published in the Architectural Forum in 1961, making them, among only a few
others, pioneers of the design/build movement that swept North America for at least the following decade. Mills moved to
California and found work briefly, with architects Anshen & Allen in San Francisco, before relocating to Carmel-by-the-Sea.
The architect came to Carmel to assist in the construction of a Wright designed residence for Mrs. Clinton Walker. At the end of
the project Mrs. Walker offered him the chance to plan and build two spec homes in the village. The architect determined to
remain in Carmel and established his own practice in one of the spec houses he had built, by hand. As noted above, based on the
architect's background, he could, and did design and build with his own hands the five local homes where he and his family lived
over time.
The architect adapted and expanded on Wright's idea of Organic design, exploring and expanding upon the masters free-form
possibilities of the concept. Known for his employment of wood, glass and stone in construction, particularly native materials
related to their sites, Mills constructed more than 40 homes in the Monterey Bay area. His most salient quote was " My client is
nature".It was said of him that he was "an architect of an individual subtlety, rarely repeating designs. Each structure is unique
and tailored to the landscape and client." In a 2009 issue, Architectural Digest refereed to Mark Mills "as one of the world's top
architects".
His 1969 Haas House was a response to the client's wish requesting a structure "which carried the memories of the traditions of a
Greek island". The client, a working artist, wanted to live and work by the sea, "well sheltered from the elements in a structure
that had a sculptural feeling." Based upon a limited budget, a solution for design was found in a lightweight barrel-and
groin-vaulted structure reminiscent of the stark white stone housing found on some Greek islands. Mills angled the West end of
the barrel vault downward to capture views of a tide pool. The walls were formed with 3/8" plywood, and steel rebar to frame
the lancet window openings. Insulation was added to the interior and stuccoed over for the interior walls. As originally
constructed the adjacent lots were empty. The great American photographer, Ansel Adams was a neighbor and friend of the
architect and wrote him shortly after the housewarming saying the design was "magnificent in several domains-concept in
relation to site, relationship to the round and pointed arch, a certain magic of space which I feel but cannot verbalize upon, and a
sense of flow and direction to the elemental facts of rocks and surf towards which the structure is oriented." He closed his
remarks by stating, " I wish I could live in it !!" Mills designed before the age of computers, all drawings were made by the
architect with a pencil. Biographer Janey Bennett notes "His work combines solutions to puzzles of gravity and connectors, of
form and site, of volumes and light."
The June Foster Haas House is a paean to Mark Mills genius as an architect. Her house is the epitome of Organic design in its
best sense, and clearly qualifies for listing in both the National and California State registers of historic places, as well as in the
Monterey County Historic Resource Inventory, under a theme of Modern Architecture in Monterey County. It retains a high
degree of physical integrity, and a strong sense of time and place and of feeling and association with its Organic design by Mark
Mills, a nationally recognized architect. ts period of significance in 1969.



KENT L. SEA VEY 

310 LIGHTHOUSE AVENUE 

PACIFIC GROVE, CALIFORNIA 93950 

(831) 375-8739

October 22, 2020 

Mr. Gabrial M. Yeung 

Gabrial M. Yeung, Trust 

558 South Grand Ave. 

Pasadena, CA 91105 

Dear Mr. Yeung: 

Introduction: 

This Focused Phase II Historic Assessment for compliance with the Secretary of 

the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties has been prepared 

as part of an application for minor alterations & an addition to a one-story single 

family residence, owned by the Gabrial M. Yeung Trust, located at 62 Yankee 

Point Dr. (APN# 243-152-005), near Carmel (see photos, plans & drawings 

provided). 

Historical Background & Description 

The subject property is a one-story, cylindrical, thin-shell concrete cruciform, 

in plan, resting on a concrete slab foundation. There is a detached 1979 garage to 

the East (MCBP# 29534), & a 1980 one-story detached guest unit toward the 

North (MCBP#29592), both non historic. The exterior wall-cladding is Gunite, 

sprayed three inches thick over elastomeric webbing. The intersecting barrel vaults 

have large, metal-framed bay windows at the end of these vaults, with a domed­

skylight over the living room. Large, lancet windows with sculptured overhangs 

are spaced along the South and West elevations with the semicircular glazed bays 

at the ends of the barrel vaults. There are some small, circular porthole windows 

along the North side-elevation and one on the south side-elevation. All structures 

are located in an otherwise natural seaside landscape setting. 
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