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KATHRYN SMITH 

MODERN ARCHITECTURE HISTORY LTD. 

521 WEST RUSTIC ROAD 

SANTA MONICA, CA 90402 

modarchistory@yahoo.com 

 

June 5, 2023 

 

Ms. Mary Israel 

Salinas, California 

 

Dear Mary Israel, 

 

I am a historic preservation consultant and scholar concentrating on the buildings of Frank 

Lloyd Wright and his contemporaries, Richard J. Neutra and R.M. Schindler. I just published 

a book titled Frank Lloyd Wright’s Walker House, Carmel. I have been working for the last 

40 years and have considerable experience, especially with Wright, of houses that have been 

threatened with demolition or major alterations.  

 

The Frank Lloyd Wright Building Conservancy is proud to declare that none of Wright’s 

buildings have been demolished in the last 25 years and eight of them have been placed on 

the World Heritage List (UNESCO) joining the Pyramids of Giza and the Taj Mahal. These 

efforts protect the cultural patrimony of the United States. 

 

I am aware that Richard Neutra’s Connell House (1958), which is eligible for listing on the 

National Register of Historic Places and is on the California Register of Historical Resources 

(CRHR), is threatened with demolition. I am concerned and shocked because Neutra is not 

only universally regarded as one of the most important modern architects in the United 

States, but he also has international standing. He is the leading architect in the category of 

Mid-Century Modern, of which the Connell House is a prime example. His significance is 

known, literally around the world: Europe and Asia. His houses are so sought after by buyers 

that they command very high prices and then are subject to the highest levels of historic 

restoration, right down to doorknobs and window frames. Everyone who buys a Neutra 

house wants 100% pure Neutra. 

 

I also am aware that the Connell House, at this moment, is still in a condition where all the 

character-defining traits are present. The materials, the massing, the volumes, the view, the 

setting; it is, however, being subject to planned “demolition by neglect” by the current 

owner. Monterey County is indeed fortunate that one of Neutra’s buildings is part of its 20th 

century history. I urge you and the Board to protect your cultural patrimony. Once it is gone 

forever, it can never be replaced. 
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Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Kathryn Smith  



Anthony Kirk, Ph.D. 
412 East Via Ensenada Circle 

 Palm Springs, CA  92264 
831-818-2929 

 
30 May 2023 

 
Monterey County 
Board of Supervisors 
168 West Alisal Street 
Salinas, CA 93901 
 
Dear Chair Alejo and Board of Supervisors: 
 
The Viennese architect Richard Neutra arrived in Los Angles in 1925 and established his 
reputation four years later with the completion of the Lovell house, a stunning expression 
of the International style, set high in the Hollywood Hills, and the first entirely steel-
frame residence in the country. In the catalogue to the landmark 1932 “Modern 
Architecture” exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York, he was hailed as 
“the leading modern architect of the West Coast.” Although chiefly associated with 
southern California, Neutra began working in the San Francisco Bay Area as early as 
1935, designing a clapboard house on Twin Peaks.  In 1939 he received a commission 
from William and Alice Davey create a house at 522 Loma Alta Road in Carmel.  It was 
sold in 1995 to Peterson Conway, whose remodeling and additions removed much of the 
architect’s original design. 
 
As such the Connell house is the sole example of his work in Monterey County. Within 
this context, the Connell house, located in Pebble Beach at 1170 Signal Hill Road is 
significant as an important and relatively early example of modern architecture in Pebble 
Beach by a leading American architect.  Completed in 1958, the house draws more on the 
ideals of the International style than on the Bay Area Tradition, but the stark minimalism 
of the Bauhaus is softened by the complex massing, the use of wood, the broad expanses 
of glass, and the sensitivity with which it is set in the landscape. Strongly horizontal in 
form, lying long and low on the earth, open to light and nature, it exhibits the elements 
associated with Neutra’s residential architecture, including post-and-beam construction, 
cantilevered roof slabs and projecting beams, ribbon windows and glass walls, and what 
his biographer Thomas Hines identified as the single most essential character of his work, 
“the interpenetration of inner and outer space.”  
 
The Connell house was acquired by Massy Mehdipour in 2004, when the house was 
forty-eight-years old.  Neutra, as stated earlier, was hailed in 1932 as “the leading modern 
architect of the West Coast.”  According to How to Apply the National Register Criteria 
for Evaluation, National Register Bulletin 15, rev. ed. ([Washington, D.C.] (1995), 42, a 
property less than fifty years old that is of “exceptional importance” may be placed in the 
National Register of Historic Places, if it significant at the local, State, or national level.  
It is clear that the Connell house would have qualified as a significant resource in 2004, 



and I would have nominated it for listing to the National Register because of its 
exceptional importance at the local level. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Anthony Kirk, Ph.D. 
 
 








































