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This Agreement is made by and between the County of Monterey, a political subdivision of the 

State of California (hereinafter “County”) and: 

, 

(hereinafter “CONTRACTOR”). 

In consideration of the mutual covenants and conditions set forth in this Agreement, the parties 

agree as follows: 

1.0 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

The County hereby engages CONTRACTOR to perform, and CONTRACTOR hereby agrees to 

perform, the services described in Exhibit A in conformity with the terms of this Agreement. 

The goods and/or services to be provided are generally described as follows:

2.0 PAYMENT PROVISIONS: 

2.1 County shall pay the CONTRACTOR in accordance with the payment provisions set 

forth in Exhibit A, subject to the limitations set forth in this Agreement. The total 

amount payable by County to CONTRACTOR under this Agreement shall not 

exceed the sum of: $ 

TERM OF AGREEMENT: 

3.01 The term of this Agreement is from    to 

, unless sooner terminated pursuant to the terms of this 

Agreement. This Agreement is of no force or effect until signed by both CONTRACTOR 

and County and with County signing last, and CONTRACTOR may not commence work 

before County signs this Agreement. 

3.02 The County reserves the right to cancel this Agreement, or any extension of this Agreement, 

without cause, with a thirty day (30) written notice, or with cause immediately. 

4.0 SCOPE OF SERVICES AND ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS: 

The following attached exhibits are incorporated herein by reference and constitute a part of this 

Agreement: 

Exhibit A Scope of Services/Payment Provisions 

Exhibit B Other: 

COUNTY OF MONTEREY STANDARD AGREEMENT 

Monterey County Business Council (MCBC)

July 8, 2025
June 30, 2026

Perform all tasks necessary to create and/or retain at least 100 jobs in Monterey 
County. 

188,593 FY25-26

FY 2025-26 Annual Work Plan and 
Budget Title: Monterey County Business 

Council 
Term:July 8, 2025-June 30, 2026 
NTE Amount: $188,593
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5.0 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS: 

5.01 CONTRACTOR warrants that CONTRACTOR and CONTRACTOR’s agents, employees, and 

subcontractors performing services under this Agreement are specially trained, experienced, 

competent, and appropriately licensed to perform the work and deliver the services required 

under this Agreement and are not employees of the County, or immediate family of an employee 

of the County. 

5.02 CONTRACTOR, its agents, employees, and subcontractors shall perform all work in a safe and 

skillful manner and in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations. All work performed 

under this Agreement that is required by law to be performed or supervised by licensed 

personnel shall be performed in accordance with such licensing requirements. 

5.03 CONTRACTOR shall furnish, at its own expense, all materials, equipment, and personnel 

necessary to carry out the terms of this Agreement, except as otherwise specified in this 

Agreement. CONTRACTOR shall not use County premises, property (including equipment, 

instruments, or supplies) or personnel for any purpose other than in the performance of its 

obligations under this Agreement. 

6.0 PAYMENT CONDITIONS: 

6.01 Prices shall remain firm for the initial term of the Agreement and, thereafter, may be adjusted 

annually as provided in this paragraph. The County does not guarantee any minimum or 

maximum amount of dollars to be spent under this Agreement. 

6.02 Negotiations for rate changes shall be commenced, by CONTRACTOR, a minimum of ninety 

days (90) prior to the expiration of the Agreement. Rate changes are not binding unless 

mutually agreed upon in writing by the County and the CONTRACTOR. 

6.03 Invoice amounts shall be billed directly to the ordering department. 

6.04 CONTRACTOR shall submit such invoice periodically or at the completion of services, but in 

any event, not later than 30 days after completion of services. The invoice shall set forth the 

amounts claimed by CONTRACTOR for the previous period, together with an itemized basis 

for the amounts claimed, and such other information pertinent to the invoice. The County shall 

certify the invoice, either in the requested amount or in such other amount as the County 

approves in conformity with this Agreement and shall promptly submit such invoice to the 

County Auditor-Controller for payment. The County Auditor-Controller shall pay the amount 

certified within 30 days of receiving the certified invoice. 

6.05 The Parties agree that CONTRACTOR and its subcontractors shall be reimbursed for mileage 

based upon the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) standard business mileage rate at the time of 

travel.  

7.0 TERMINATION: 

7.01 During the term of this Agreement, the County may terminate the Agreement for any reason by 

giving written notice of termination to the CONTRACTOR at least thirty (30) days prior to the 

effective date of termination. Such notice shall set forth the effective date of termination. In the 

event of such termination, the amount payable under this Agreement shall be reduced in 

proportion to the services provided prior to the date of termination. 
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7.02 The County may cancel and terminate this Agreement for good cause effective immediately 

upon written notice to CONTRACTOR. “Good cause” includes the failure of CONTRACTOR 

to perform the required services at the time and in the manner provided under this Agreement. 

If County terminates this Agreement for good cause, the County may be relieved of the payment 

of any consideration to CONTRACTOR, and the County may proceed with the work in any 

manner, which County deems proper. The cost to the County shall be deducted from any sum 

due the CONTRACTOR under this Agreement. 

7.03 The County’s payments to CONTRACTOR under this Agreement are funded by local, state 

and federal governments. If funds from local, state and federal sources are not obtained and 

continued at a level sufficient to allow for the County’s purchase of the indicated quantity of 

services, then the County may give written notice of this fact to CONTRACTOR, and the 

obligations of the parties under this Agreement shall terminate immediately, or on such date 

thereafter, as the County may specify in its notice, unless in the meanwhile the parties enter into 

a written amendment modifying this Agreement. 

8.0 INDEMNIFICATION: 

CONTRACTOR shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the County, its officers, agents, and 

employees, from and against any and all claims, liabilities, and losses whatsoever (including damages 

to property and injuries to or death of persons, court costs, and reasonable attorneys’ fees) occurring 

or resulting to any and all persons, firms or corporations furnishing or supplying work, services, 

materials, or supplies in connection with the performance of this Agreement, and from any and all 

claims, liabilities, and losses occurring or resulting to any person, firm, or corporation for damage, 

injury, or death arising out of or connected with the CONTRACTOR’s performance of this 

Agreement, unless such claims, liabilities, or losses arise out of the sole negligence or willful 

misconduct of the County. “CONTRACTOR’s performance” includes CONTRACTOR’s action or 

inaction and the action or inaction of CONTRACTOR’s officers, employees, agents and 

subcontractors. 

9.0 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS: 

9.01 Evidence of Coverage: Prior to commencement of this Agreement, the Contractor shall provide 

a “Certificate of Insurance” certifying that coverage as required herein has been obtained. 

Individual endorsements executed by the insurance carrier shall accompany the certificate. In 

addition, the Contractor upon request shall provide a certified copy of the policy or policies. 

This verification of coverage shall be sent to the County’s Contracts/Purchasing Department, 

unless otherwise directed. The Contractor shall not receive a “Notice to Proceed” with the work 

under this Agreement until it has obtained all insurance required and the County has approved 

such insurance. This approval of insurance shall neither relieve nor decrease the liability of the 

Contractor. 

9.02 Qualifying Insurers: All coverages, except surety, shall be issued by companies which hold a 

current policy holder’s alphabetic and financial size category rating of not less than A- VII, 

according to the current A.M. Best’s Rating Guide or a company of equal financial stability that is 

approved by the County’s Purchasing Agent. 
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9.03 Insurance Coverage Requirements: Without limiting CONTRACTOR’s duty to 

indemnify, CONTRACTOR shall maintain in effect throughout the term of this Agreement 

a policy or policies of insurance with the following minimum limits of liability: 

Commercial General Liability Insurance: including but not limited to premises and 

operations, including coverage for Bodily Injury and Property Damage, Personal Injury, 

Contractual Liability, Broad form Property Damage, Independent Contractors, Products and 

Completed Operations, with a combined single limit for Bodily Injury and Property Damage 

of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence, and $2,000,000 in the aggregate. 

(Note: any proposed modifications to these general liability insurance requirements shall 

be attached as an Exhibit hereto, and the section(s) above that are proposed as not 

applicable shall be lined out in blue ink. All proposed modifications are subject to County 

approval.) 

Auto Liability Coverage:  must include motor vehicles, including scheduled, non-

owned, and hired vehicles, used in providing services under this Agreement, with a 

combined single limit or Bodily Injury and Property Damage of not less than $1,000,000 

per occurrence. 

(Note: any proposed modifications to these auto insurance requirements shall be attached 

as an Exhibit hereto, and the section(s) above that are proposed as not applicable shall be 

lined out in blue ink. All proposed modifications are subject to County approval.) 

 Workers’ Compensation Insurance: if CONTRACTOR employs others in the 

performance of this Agreement, in accordance with California Labor Code section 3700 and 

with Employer’s Liability limits not less than $1,000,000 each person, $1,000,000 each 

accident and $1,000,000 each disease. 

(Note: any proposed modifications to these workers’ compensation insurance requirements 

shall be attached as an Exhibit hereto, and the section(s) above that are proposed as not 

applicable shall be lined out in blue ink. All proposed modifications are subject to County 

approval.) 

Professional Liability Insurance: if required for the professional services being provided, 

(e.g., those persons authorized by a license to engage in a business or profession regulated 

by the California Business and Professions Code), in the amount of not less than 

$1,000,000 per claim and $2,000,000 in the aggregate, to cover liability for malpractice or  

errors or omissions made in the course of rendering professional services. If professional 

liability insurance is written on a “claims-made” basis rather than an occurrence basis, the 

CONTRACTOR shall, upon the expiration or earlier termination of this Agreement, obtain 

extended reporting coverage (“tail coverage”) with the same liability limits. Any such tail 

coverage shall continue for at least three years following the expiration or earlier 

termination of this Agreement. 
(Note:  Professional liability insurance coverage is required if the contractor is providing a 

professional service regulated by the state.  Examples of service providers regulated by the state 

are insurance agents, professional architects and engineers, doctors, certified public accountants, 

lawyers, etc.  However, other professional Contractors, such as computer or software designers, 

technology services, and services providers such as claims administrators, should also have 

professional liability.  If in doubt, consult with your risk or contract manager.) 
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If the contractor maintains broader coverage and/or higher limits than the minimums 

shown above, the County requires and shall be entitled to the broader coverage and/or 

higher limits maintained by the contractor. 

9.04 Other Requirements: 

All insurance required by this Agreement shall be with a company acceptable to the County 

and issued and executed by an admitted insurer authorized to transact Insurance business in 

the State of California. Unless otherwise specified by this Agreement, all such insurance 

shall be written on an occurrence basis, or, if the policy is not written on an occurrence 

basis, such policy with the coverage required herein shall continue in effect for a period of 

three years following the date CONTRACTOR completes its performance of services under 

this Agreement. 

Each liability policy shall provide that the County shall be given notice in writing at least 

thirty days in advance of any endorsed reduction in coverage or limit, cancellation, or 

intended non-renewal thereof. Each policy shall provide coverage for Contractor and 

additional insureds with respect to claims arising from each subcontractor, if any, 

performing work under this Agreement, or be accompanied by a certificate of insurance 

from each subcontractor showing each subcontractor has identical insurance coverage to the 

above requirements. 

Additional Insured Status: 

The County of Monterey, its officers, officials, employees, and volunteers are to be covered 

as additional insureds on the commercial general liability policy with respect to liability 

arising out of work or operations performed by or on behalf of the CONTRACTOR 

including materials, parts, or equipment furnished in connection with such work or 

operations. General liability coverage shall be provided in the form of an endorsement to 

the CONTRACTOR’S insurance (at least as broad as ISO Form CG 20 10 11 85 or if not 

available, through the addition of both CG 20 10, CG 20 26, CG 20 33, or CG 20 38; and 

CG 20 37 if a later edition is used).  

Primary Coverage: 

For any claims related to this contract, the CONTRACTOR’S insurance coverage shall be 

primary and non-contributory and at least as broad as ISO CG 20 01 04 13 as respects the 

County, its officers, officials, employees, and volunteers. Any insurance or self-insurance 

maintained by the County, its officers, officials, employees, or volunteers shall be excess of 

the CONTRACTOR’S insurance and shall not contribute with it. This requirement shall 

also apply to any Excess or Umbrella liability policies.  

Waiver of Subrogation: 

CONTRACTOR hereby grants to County a waiver of any right to subrogation which any 

insurer of said CONTRACTOR may acquire against the County by virtue of the payment 

of any loss under such insurance.  CONTRACTOR agrees to obtain any endorsement that 

may be necessary to affect this waiver of subrogation, but this provision applies regardless 

of whether or not the County has received a waiver of subrogation endorsement from the 

insurer.   
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Prior to the execution of this Agreement by the County, CONTRACTOR shall file 

certificates of insurance with the County’s contract administrator and County’s 

Contracts/Purchasing Division, showing that the CONTRACTOR has in effect the 

insurance required by this Agreement. The CONTRACTOR shall file a new or amended 

certificate of insurance within five calendar days after any change is made in any insurance 

policy, which would alter the information on the certificate then on file. Acceptance or 

approval of insurance shall in no way modify or change the indemnification clause in this 

Agreement, which shall continue in full force and effect. CONTRACTOR shall always 

during the term of this Agreement maintain in force the insurance coverage required under 

this Agreement and shall send, without demand by County, annual certificates to County’s 

Contract Administrator and County’s Contracts/Purchasing Division. If the certificate is not 

received by the expiration date, County shall notify CONTRACTOR and CONTRACTOR 

shall have five calendar days to send in the certificate, evidencing no lapse in coverage 

during the interim. Failure by CONTRACTOR to maintain such insurance is a default of 

this Agreement, which entitles County, at its sole discretion, to terminate this Agreement 

immediately. 

10.0 RECORDS AND CONFIDENTIALITY: 

10.1 Confidentiality: CONTRACTOR and its officers, employees, agents, and subcontractors 

shall comply with any and all federal, state, and local laws, which provide for the 

confidentiality of records and other information. CONTRACTOR shall not disclose any 

confidential records or other confidential information received from the County or prepared 

in connection with the performance of this Agreement, unless County specifically permits 

CONTRACTOR to disclose such records or information. CONTRACTOR shall promptly 

transmit to County any and all requests for disclosure of any such confidential records or 

information. CONTRACTOR shall not use any confidential information gained by 

CONTRACTOR in the performance of this Agreement except for the sole purpose of 

carrying out CONTRACTOR’s obligations under this Agreement. 

10.2 County Records: When this Agreement expires or terminates, CONTRACTOR shall return 

to County any County records which CONTRACTOR used or received from County to 

perform services under this Agreement. 

10.3 Maintenance of Records: CONTRACTOR shall prepare, maintain, and preserve all reports 

and records that may be required by federal, state, and County rules and regulations related 

to services performed under this Agreement. CONTRACTOR shall maintain such records 

for a period of at least three years after receipt of final payment under this Agreement. If 

any litigation, claim, negotiation, audit exception, or other action relating to this Agreement 

is pending at the end of the three-year period, then CONTRACTOR shall retain said records 

until such action is resolved. 

10.4 Access to and Audit of Records: The County shall have the right to examine, monitor and 

audit all records, documents, conditions, and activities of the CONTRACTOR and its 

subcontractors related to services provided under this Agreement. Pursuant to Government 

Code section 8546.7, if this Agreement involves the expenditure of public funds in excess 

of $10,000, the parties to this Agreement may be subject, at the request of the County or as 

part of any audit of the County, 
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to the examination and audit of the State Auditor pertaining to matters connected with the 

performance of this Agreement for a period of three years after final payment under the 

Agreement. 

10.5 Royalties and Inventions: County shall have a royalty-free, exclusive and irrevocable 

license to reproduce, publish, and use, and authorize others to do so, all original computer 

programs, writings, sound recordings, pictorial reproductions, drawings, and other works of 

similar nature produced in the course of or under this Agreement. CONTRACTOR shall not 

publish any such material without the prior written approval of County. 

11.0 NON-DISCRIMINATION: 

11.1  During the performance of this Agreement, CONTRACTOR, and its subcontractors, shall 

not unlawfully discriminate against any person because of race, religious creed, color, sex, 

national origin, ancestry, physical disability, mental disability, medical condition, marital 

status, age (over 40), sexual orientation, or any other characteristic set forth in California 

Government code § 12940(a), either in CONTRACTOR’s employment practices or in the 

furnishing of services to recipients. CONTRACTOR shall ensure that the evaluation and 

treatment of its employees and applicants for employment and all persons receiving and 

requesting services are free of such discrimination. CONTRACTOR and any subcontractor 

shall, in the performance of this Agreement, fully comply with all federal, state, and local 

laws and regulations which prohibit discrimination. The provision of services primarily or 

exclusively to such target population as may be designated in this Agreement shall not be 

deemed to be prohibited discrimination. 

12.0 COMPLIANCE WITH TERMS OF STATE OR FEDERAL GRANTS: 

If this Agreement has been or will be funded with monies received by the County pursuant to a 

contract with the state or federal government in which the County is the grantee, CONTRACTOR 

will comply with all the provisions of said contract, to the extent applicable to CONTRACTOR 

as a subgrantee under said contract, and said provisions shall be deemed a part of this Agreement, 

as though fully set forth herein. Upon request, County will deliver a copy of said contract to 

CONTRACTOR, at no cost to CONTRACTOR. 

13.0 COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAWS: 

13.1 CONTRACTOR shall keep itself informed of and in compliance with all federal, state, and 

local laws, ordinances, regulations, and orders, including but not limited to all state and 

federal tax laws that may affect in any manner the Project or the performance of the Services 

or those engaged to perform Services under this AGREEMENT as well as any privacy laws 

including, if applicable, HIPAA. CONTRACTOR shall procure all permits and licenses, 

pay all charges and fees, and give all notices require by law in the performance of the 

Services.  

13.2 CONTRACTOR shall report immediately to County’s Contracts/Purchasing Officer, in 

writing, any discrepancy or inconsistency it discovers in the laws, ordinances, regulations, 

orders, and/or guidelines in relation to the Project of the performance of the Services.  
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13.3 All documentation prepared by CONTRACTOR shall provide for a completed project that 

conforms to all applicable codes, rules, regulations, and guidelines that are in force at the 

time such documentation is prepared.   

14.0 INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR: 

In the performance of work, duties, and obligations under this Agreement, CONTRACTOR is 

always acting and performing as an independent contractor and not as an employee of the County. 

No offer or obligation of permanent employment with the County or County department or agency 

is intended in any manner, and CONTRACTOR shall not become entitled by virtue of this 

Agreement to receive from County any form of employee benefits including but not limited to 

sick leave, vacation, retirement benefits, workers’ compensation coverage, insurance or disability 

benefits. CONTRACTOR shall be solely liable for and obligated to pay directly all applicable 

taxes, including federal and state income taxes and social security, arising out of 

CONTRACTOR’s performance of this Agreement. In connection therewith, CONTRACTOR 

shall defend, indemnify, and hold County harmless from any and all liability which County may 

incur because of CONTRACTOR’s failure to pay such taxes. 

15.0 NOTICES: 

Notices required under this Agreement shall be delivered personally or by first-class, postage pre-

paid mail to the County and CONTRACTOR’S contract administrators at the addresses listed 

below: 

Phone: Phone: 

16.0 MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

16.01 Conflict of Interest: CONTRACTOR represents that it presently has no interest and agrees 

not to acquire any interest during the term of this Agreement, which would directly, or 

indirectly conflict in any manner or to any degree with the full and complete performance 

of the services required to be rendered under this Agreement. 

16.02 Amendment: This Agreement may be amended or modified only by an instrument in 

writing signed by the County and the CONTRACTOR. 

FOR COUNTY: FOR CONTRACTOR: 

Name and Title Name and Title 

Address Address 
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16.03 Waiver: Any waiver of any terms and conditions of this Agreement must be in writing and 

signed by the County and the CONTRACTOR. A waiver of any of the terms and conditions 

of this Agreement shall not be construed as a waiver of any other terms or conditions in this 

Agreement. 

16.04 Contractor: The term “CONTRACTOR” as used in this Agreement includes 

CONTRACTOR’s officers, agents, and employees acting on CONTRACTOR’s behalf in 

the performance of this Agreement. 

16.05 Disputes: CONTRACTOR shall continue to perform under this Agreement during any 

dispute. 

16.06 Assignment and Subcontracting: The CONTRACTOR shall not assign, sell, or otherwise 

transfer its interest or obligations in this Agreement without the prior written consent of the 

County. None of the services covered by this Agreement shall be subcontracted without the 

prior written approval of the County. Notwithstanding any such subcontract, 

CONTRACTOR shall continue to be liable for the performance of all requirements of this 

Agreement. 

16.07 Successors and Assigns: This Agreement and the rights, privileges, duties, and obligations 

of the County and CONTRACTOR under this Agreement, to the extent assignable or 

delegable, shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties and their respective 

successors, permitted assigns, and heirs. 

16.08 Headings: The headings are for convenience only and shall not be used to interpret the terms 

of this Agreement. 

16.09 Time is of the Essence: Time is of the essence in each and all of the provisions of this 

Agreement. 

16.10 Governing Law: This Agreement shall be governed by and interpreted under the laws of the 

State of California; venue shall be Monterey County. 

16.11 Non-exclusive Agreement: This Agreement is non-exclusive and both County and 

CONTRACTOR expressly reserve the right to contract with other entities for the same or 

similar services. 

16.12 Construction of Agreement: The County and CONTRACTOR agree that each party has 

fully participated in the review and revision of this Agreement and that any rule of 

construction to the effect that ambiguities are to be resolved against the drafting party shall 

not apply in the interpretation of this Agreement or any amendment to this Agreement. 

16.13 Counterparts: This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which 

shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the same 

Agreement. 
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16.14 Authority: Any individual executing this Agreement on behalf of the County or the 

CONTRACTOR represents and warrants hereby that he or she has the requisite authority to 

enter into this Agreement on behalf of such party and bind the party to the terms and 

conditions of this Agreement. 

16.15 Integration: This Agreement, including the exhibits, represent the entire Agreement between 

the County and the CONTRACTOR with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement and 

shall supersede all prior negotiations, representations, or agreements, either written or oral, 

between the County and the CONTRACTOR as of the effective date of this Agreement, 

which is the date that the County signs the Agreement. 

16.16 Interpretation of Conflicting Provisions: In the event of any conflict or inconsistency 

between the provisions of this Agreement and the Provisions of any exhibit or other 

attachment to this Agreement, the provisions of this Agreement shall prevail and control. 

17.0 CONSENT TO USE OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES. 

17.1 The parties to this Agreement consent to the use of electronic signatures via DocuSign to 

execute this Agreement.  The parties understand and agree that the legality of electronic 

signatures is governed by state and federal law, 15 U.S.C. Section 7001 et seq.; California 

Government Code Section 16.5; and, California Civil Code Section 1633.1 et. seq.  Pursuant 

to said state and federal law as may be amended from time to time, the parties to this 

Agreement hereby authenticate and execute this Agreement, and any and all Exhibits to this 

Agreement, with their respective electronic signatures, including any and all scanned 

signatures in portable document format (PDF).  

17.2 Counterparts. 

The parties to this Agreement understand and agree that this Agreement can be executed in 

two (2) or more counterparts and transmitted electronically via facsimile transmission or by 

delivery of a scanned counterpart in portable document format (PDF) via email transmittal. 

17.3 Form: Delivery by E-Mail or Facsimile. 

Executed counterparts of this Agreement may be delivered by facsimile transmission or by 

delivery of a scanned counterpart in portable document format (PDF) by e-mail transmittal, 

in either case with delivery confirmed.  On such confirmed delivery, the signatures in the 

facsimile or PDF data file shall be deemed to have the same force and effect as if the manually 

signed counterpart or counterparts had been delivered to the other party in person. 
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18.0 SIGNATURE PAGE. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, County and CONTRACTOR have executed this Agreement as of the day 

and year written below. 

COUNTY OF MONTEREY 

CONTRACTOR 

_____________________________________________ 

By: Contractor/Business Name * 

Contracts/Purchasing Officer By: 

Date: (Signature of Chair, President, or Vice-President) 

By: Name and Title 

Department Head (if applicable) Date: 

Date: 

Approved as to Form 

Office of the County Counsel1  

Susan K. Blitch, County Counsel 

By: 

By: (Signature of Secretary, Asst. Secretary, CFO, Treasurer, or 

Asst. Treasurer) 

County Counsel 

Date: Name and Title 

Date: 

Approved as to Fiscal Provisions 

By: 

Auditor/Controller 

Date: 

Approved as to Liability Provisions 

Office of the County Counsel-Risk Management 

By: 

David Bolton, Risk Manager 

Date:  

County Board of Supervisors’ Agreement No. __________ approved on __________________ 

*INSTRUCTIONS: If CONTRACTOR is a corporation, including non-profit corporations, the full legal name of the corporation
shall be set forth above together with the signatures of two (2) specified officers per California Corporations Code Section 313.
If CONTRACTOR is a Limited Liability Corporation (LLC), the full legal name of the LLC shall be set forth above together with
the signatures of two (2) managers. If CONTRACTOR is a partnership, the full legal name of the partnership shall be set forth
above together with the signature of a partner who has authority to execute this Agreement on behalf of the partnership. If
CONTRACTOR is contracting in an individual capacity, the individual shall set forth the name of the business, if any, and shall
personally sign the Agreement or Amendment to said Agreement.
1
Approval by County Counsel is required 

2
Approval by Auditor-Controller is required 

3
Approval by Risk Management is necessary only if changes are made in paragraphs 8 or 9 

Revised 07/09/24 

Monterey County Business Council

Paul Farmer, CEO

Luis Alvarez, Board Secretary

Title: Monterey County Business 
Council 
Term:July 8, 2025-June 30, 2026 
NTE Amount: $188,593
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EXHIBIT-A 
 

Agreement by and between the County of Monterey, through its  
County Administrative Office hereinafter referred to as “County” 

AND 
Monterey County Business Council (MCBC), hereinafter referred to as 

“CONTRACTOR” 
 

Scope of Services / Payment Provisions 
 

This EXHIBIT A shall be incorporated by reference as part of Professional Services Agreement 
dated July 8, 2025.  This Exhibit A governs work to be performed under the above referenced 
Agreement, the nature of the working relationship between County, and CONTRACTOR, and 
specific obligations of the CONTRACTOR.  
 

A. SCOPE OF SERVICES 
CONTRACTOR shall provide services and staff, and otherwise do all things necessary for or 
incidental to the performance of work, as set forth below and in MCBC FY2025-26 Exhibit B, 
attached hereto: 
 
 

B. PAYMENT PROVISIONS:  
County shall pay an amount not to exceed $188,593 for the performance of all things necessary 
for or incidental to the performance of work as set forth in the Scope of Work.  CONTRACTOR'S 
compensation for services rendered shall be based on the following rates or in accordance with the 
following terms: 
 
There shall be no travel reimbursement allowed during this Agreement. 
 

B.1  COMPENSATION, PAYMENT SCHEDULE AND MISCELLANEOUS           
MATTERS 

  
1. Term of Agreement 

The term of the Agreement shall be for one (1) fiscal year, July 8, 2025 – June 30, 
2026.  

 
2. Invoices 

CONTRACTOR shall submit semi-annual invoices. Compensation shall be paid to 
CONTRACTOR in two installments in the amount equal to 1/2 of the total allocated 
above. Payment of compensation is based upon the performance of all things necessary 
for or incidental to the Scope of Services identified in Section A above. 

 
3. Standard Payment Schedule 

Payment shall be initiated by the County on the first day of the new FY and six months 
into the new FY. Payment is conditional upon receiving performance reports that are 
acceptable to the County, with the adequacy of the reports to be in the sole 
discretion/judgment of the County. 
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4. Performance Reports 
CONTRACTOR shall produce the following semi-annual performance reports in a 
format provided by County. The performance report shall be in a format that is easy to 
understand that can be shared with the Economic Development Committee and the 
Board of Supervisors. Each semi-annual performance report shall identify the 
achievement, to-date, of the performance criteria specified in the DSA Program 
Guidelines.  

 
Due Date Report Period 
January 31, 2026 July 1, 2025 – December 31, 2025 (Presentation) 
July 31, 2026 January 1, 2026 – June 30, 2026 (Annual Report) 

 
5. Annual Work Plan and Budget 

The CONTRACTOR shall submit an Annual Work Plan and Budget on the date noted 
below for review and approval by the Economic Development Committee and the 
Board of Supervisors. 

  
Due Date Report Period 
February 1, 2026 FY 2026-27 Annual Work Plan and Budget  

 
6. Determination of Compliance 

CONTRACTOR is expected to substantially meet or exceed the stated goals, 
objectives, tasks and performance measures. CONTRACTOR is expected to provide 
various reports, documents, plans, and other deliverables in a timely manner. 
Furthermore, CONTRACTOR is expected to cooperate with County staff, the 
Economic Opportunity Committee, and the Board of Supervisors in conducting its 
responsibilities under this Agreement. 
The determination of whether performance meets standard is at the sole judgment of 
County.  County will review periodic progress reports and perform other monitoring 
tasks at its discretion to make its determination. This may include making site visits 
and reviewing related records, which CONTRACTOR shall make readily available 
upon request. Payment is conditional upon receiving performance reports that are 
acceptable to the County, with the adequacy of the reports to be in the sole 
discretion/judgment of the County. 

 
In the event County determines CONTRACTOR is not meeting its expectations as 
expressed above, in whole or in part, County reserves the right to determine the 
appropriate remedy. These remedies could include, but are not limited to, requiring a 
corrective action plan, disallowance of costs, changing the compensation schedule, 
reduction of future allocations, and/or termination of the Agreement. 

 
7. Modifications to the Scope of Work 

The Assistant County Administrative Officer or his/her designee may approve 
modifications to the specific tasks described in the Scope of Work and provide 
notification to the Economic Development Committee. Such modifications must be in 
writing. Any modification to compensation must be reviewed by the Economic 
Development Committee and approved by the Board of Supervisors. 
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8. CONTRACTOR Finances, Budget, Audits and Financial Statements 
CONTRACTOR is expected to operate in a financially sound manner in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting principles. This is a requirement of eligibility to 
receive an allocation from County. By signing this Agreement, CONTRACTOR 
acknowledges that this requirement is met. 

 
CONTRACTOR agrees that its Board of Directors will approve an annual budget 
applicable to its CONTRACTOR’S fiscal year. A copy of that adopted budget will be 
provided to County with 10 business days after its adoption. 

 
CONTRACTOR shall provide County with a copy of its most recent financial review 
summary letter from the CONTRACTOR’S CPA and subsequent annual financial 
reviews that may be completed during this Agreement’s duration. Such audits shall be 
provided within 10 business days of their presentation to the Board of Directors. 

 
CONTRACTOR shall provide County with financial statements covering the end of 
each quarterly reporting period of CONTRACTOR’S fiscal year.  Such statements 
shall be provided with the Quarterly Reports based on the schedule detailed in B3. 
County reserves the right to request more frequent financial statements which shall be 
provided by CONTRACTOR within 10 business days if such request is made. 

 
CONTRACTOR agrees to notify County if there any budget or financial issues that are 
likely to materially adversely affect the ability of CONTRACTOR to achieve the 
Scope of Work in Section A. Such notification shall be made in a timely manner, 
which shall be construed as no later than 10 days after such information is made 
available to the Board of Directors. 

 
9. Acknowledgement of County Funding 

The County shall be acknowledged for the funding support to CONTRACTOR and 
explicit funding support for any project, event or initiative funded by the Agreement. 
This acknowledgement shall be included in any written materials, advertisements or 
banners associated with the project, event or initiative where it is customary to list 
sponsors. It is CONTRACTOR’S responsibility to pass this requirement through to its 
Subcontractors or funded organizations that may be involved in any project, event or 
initiative funded by County. CONTRACTOR shall ensure their compliance with this 
requirement.  Failure to acknowledge this funding support may result in projects, 
events or initiatives being deemed by County as ineligible to receive future funds. 

 
10. Written Publications 

CONTRACTOR shall provide County with a copy of any final written or visual 
publication and any other work product (e.g. print advertisement) that is funded in 
whole or in part by this agreement. CONTRACTOR’S website shall prominently 
display that the County is a major funding partner or contributor to CONTRACTOR. 
Said documents shall be provided within 10 business days of their publication. 

 
11. Unincorporated Area Representation and Service 

CONTRACTOR is encouraged to include on its Board individuals who reflect the 
Interests of unincorporated areas of the County of Monterey and ensure that 
CONTRACTOR’S services apply to unincorporated as well as incorporated areas of 
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the County. A list of current Board Members shall be included in the periodic reports 
required. 

 
12. Presentations 

CONTRACTOR shall be required to provide periodic presentations to the Board of 
Supervisors, and the Economic Development Committee, with reasonable advance 
notification. In addition, CONTRACTOR is expected to attend meetings of the bodies 
upon request. 

 
13. Submittal of Communications, Documents, Reports and Other Deliverable 

Submittals shall be submitted to the Assistant County Administrative Officer, 
Economic Development Manager, or his/her designee to the following address: 

 
 Attention:  Richard Vaughn, Economic Development Manager 
         County of Monterey  
     County Administrative Office 
     168 W. Alisal Street, 3rd Floor 
     Salinas, CA 93901 
 
 B.2 CONTRACTORS BILLING PROCEDURES 
 

NOTE: Payment may be based upon satisfactory acceptance of each deliverable, payment            
after completion of each major part of the Agreement, payment at conclusion of the 
Agreement, etc. 

 
County may, in its sole discretion, terminate the contract or withhold payments claimed by 
CONTRACTOR for services rendered if CONTRACTOR fails to satisfactorily comply with 
any term or condition of this Agreement.   

 
No payments in advance or in anticipation of services or supplies to be provided under this 
Agreement shall be made by County. 

 
County shall not pay any claims for payment for services submitted more than twelve (12) 
months after the calendar month in which the services were completed. 

 
DISALLOWED COSTS:  CONTRACTOR is responsible for any audit exceptions or 
disallowed costs incurred by its own organization or that of its subcontractors. 

 
 

 
 

Docusign Envelope ID: AFB16F00-42A7-4617-927E-6A7ABC8C9E43



1 | P a g e  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

WORKPLAN 

2025 -2026 
 

MCBC MISSION 
 

Forging cross-sector alliances to build a 
vibrant and prosperous Monterey County 

Business Community. 
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BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW 
 

The Monterey County Business Council (MCBC) is a 501(c)(6) nonprofit 
corporation comprised of professionals from business, government and education 
working together on countywide issues. All cities in Monterey County are members. 
Since its founding in 1995, the membership only organization has promoted the 
concept of private-public partnerships by bringing business experience and 
techniques to the public arena to bolster workforce and economic development. As 
we venture into our third decade of work, the MCBC is at the forefront of fostering 
and developing regional assets and collaboration in areas such as economic 
growth, workforce, broadband deployment, leadership development, and an 
inventory of assets to better help create and retain jobs and businesses in Monterey 
County. MCBC serves both business and government by providing collaborative 
leadership, promoting sustainability and global competitiveness of existing and 
emerging businesses, while reflecting our strong commitment to economic vitality, 
the environment and quality of life. 

 
APEX ACCELERATOR 
 

The MCBC’s economic development efforts were greatly enhanced in 2012 
when it created and became the host organization for the Monterey Bay APEX 
Accelerator. The Monterey Bay APEX Accelerator mission is to improve the 
economic condition of our region by assisting small and medium size businesses 
in applying for and obtaining local, state, and federal government contracts. The 
Monterey Bay APEX provides procurement technical assistance to help companies 
sell their products or services to the appropriate government agency by offering 
confidential counseling at no cost to the client. The core of the procurement 
assistance program is counseling and education. The Monterey Bay APEX is 
staffed with three procurement counselors experienced in government contracting 
and provides a wide range of services, including classes, individual counseling and 
easy access to bid opportunities, contract specifications, procurement histories, 
and other information necessary to successfully compete for government 
contracts. Our  APEX counselors are bilingual, have backgrounds in government 
acquisition, small business, and all receive ongoing training to keep pace with 
continually evolving acquisition procedures and policies. 

 
The Monterey Bay APEX Accelerator will continue to develop partnerships 

with government agencies, universities, community colleges, local economic 
development entities, small business development centers and other business 
programs or local institutions providing additional contracting opportunities. It will 
also continue to educate area businesses on opportunities for obtaining and 
performing under federal, state and local contracts by providing workshops and 
training in collaboration with groups such as the new Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC) and regional chambers of commerce. 
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SUPERVISOR SPEAKER SERIES/MEMBERSHIP LUNCHES 
 

Our Supervisor Speaker Series brings the public sector, private industry, 
and non-profit organizations a better understanding of what is happening 
countywide---straight from each of the Supervisors.  We hold the series in each 
supervisorial district and give the Supervisors the forum to discuss hot topics and 
issues both within their district, and countywide initiatives. Additionally, we address 
big issues in our community and give the microphone to leaders at the forefront of 
their respective industries. Speakers this year included Bruce Taylor, CEO of 
Taylor Farms, and David Stivers, CEO of the Pebble Beach Company.  

 

LEADERSHIP MONTEREY COUNTY 
 

In 2018, MCBC launched Leadership Monterey County. MCBC formulated 
a new 501(c)(3) organization that built upon the foundation of two previous 
leadership programs (Leadership Monterey Peninsula and Leadership Salinas 
Valley). 

Graduates of the program are encouraged to lead in the business, 
government, education, and not-for-profit board positions and enhance the 
economic vitality of the region. This program is designed to educate future leaders 
of the Monterey County Economic Opportunity Pillars: Agriculture, Tourism, 
Education, and Research. Mitchell Friedman, a professor at the Naval Postgraduate 
School, is the facilitator. The program has graduated 200 participants. 
 

MONTEREY BAY DEFENSE ALLIANCE 
 

To prepare our region for the next possible round of Base Realignment and 
Closure (BRAC), MCBC supports the Monterey Bay Defense Alliance and faculty 
and staff from CSUMB, MIIS, NPS, Defense Manpower Data Center and the U.S. 
Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) Analysis Center (TRAC). In 
2024-2025, MCBC partnered with the City of Monterey on an Economic Impact 
Report on the Defense industry’s impact on Monterey County. We supported a 
special event to release this report to the community in January, 2025. 

 
MCBC formed the Monterey Bay Defense Alliance with Representative 

Jimmy Panetta as an advocate for the group on national affairs. The Congressman 
laid out a series of strategies to help Monterey County retain its military 
installations. The group meets monthly, and Monterey Bay Defense Alliance also 
expanded the board to include representatives from Hospitality and Education—
identifying the need to expand the efforts into other significant areas of the 
economy on the Monterey Peninsula.  
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LOCAL BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 

MCBC will continue to encourage economic development business 
legislation at both the local and state level. However, MCBC does not endorse 
political candidates. This past fiscal year MCBC spoke at city council meetings, 
authored letters of support for economic development funding for local jurisdictions 
Additionally, MCBC was present for business-related issues being presented to 
city councils throughout Monterey County, as well as with the County Board of 
Supervisors.  

 
MCBC created and leads the South County Roundtable, which is a regular 

meeting of the City Managers in King City, Greenfield, Gonzales and Soledad. With 
some of our ARPA funding from the County of Monterey, we invested in a Retail 
Study to help South County cities identify and capitalize upon retail opportunities 
in their area. We will continue to follow up on helping further the economic 
development of South County and have a leadership role in developing the 
Container Village in Soledad. 

 
In the upcoming year, we plan to extend our partnership with the County of 

Monterey with the one-time ARPA “Building Business Back” plan. Specifically 
focused on countywide business retention and pandemic recovery, the program 
will conclude in 2026.   

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARDS GALA 
 MCBC’s Gala honors local businesses that are at the forefront of 

economic development in Monterey County. The Gala Awards bring together and 
recognize the SBDC Business of the Year as well as the following industries: 
Agriculture, Education, Hospitality, Government, Nonprofit.  
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KEY PROGRAMS/PROJECTS - REQUEST FOR INVESTMENT 
 

I. Monterey Bay APEX ACCELERATOR 
 

Monterey Bay APEX Funding Request: $100,000.00  
 
 

The Monterey Bay Apex Accelerator provides free consulting to small and 
medium businesses in Monterey County, enabling them to apply and win 
government contracts in all sectors – local, state, and federal agencies. Our APEX 
is funded, in part, by a contract with the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) and a 
match from the MCBC and its partners. Our local Monterey Bay APEX Accelerator 
has had enormous success in Monterey County, as well as the other 13 Central 
Coast counties in which we provide services.  

Additionally, the overwhelming success of contracts awarded in Monterey 
County alone has encouraged our APEX in confidently increasing our Workplan 
from the goal in 2018-2019 ($500,000) and 2019-2020 goal (1000% increase to 
$5,000,000). Goals were doubled in 2021-2022 to $10,000,000 in local contracts 
awarded for Monterey County businesses and were maintained at that level for 
2022-2023. In 2023-2024 we closed $18,732,557 in government contracts for 
Monterey County---resulting in 328 jobs created and 186 clients served. In just the 
two quarters ending in December 31, 2024, we have helped bring in $81.8 million 
in contracts for 21 Monterey County businesses. This represents 1319 jobs created 
or retained. for our APEX Accelerator is to help bring $20M in contracts to 
Monterey County businesses.  

 
 

Monterey Bay APEX Accelerator Performance Measures, 2025-26: 
 

$20,000,000 in new contracts awarded for small and medium-sized 
Monterey County businesses and to create or retain 300 jobs. 

  

Docusign Envelope ID: AFB16F00-42A7-4617-927E-6A7ABC8C9E43



6 | P a g e  

II. Central Coast Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) 

 

Central Coast SBDC Funding Request: $65,000.00 
 

The Central Coast Small Business Development Center (SBDC) provides 
free consulting to small businesses in Monterey County, enabling them to have the 
tools necessary to be successful.  Creating a business plan, human resources 
issues, and access to capital are all components to a successful small business.  

Monterey County Business Council’s ongoing contract to operate the SBDC 
includes a 50% contribution by the Small Business Administration and requires a 
50% match by MCBC and our partners. We were pleased to get financial 
commitments with the County of Monterey for 2024-2025 for $64,000. Additionally, 
11 of 12 of the cities committed to funding close to $70,000. The Community 
Foundation committed $5,000 and Monterey Bay Economic Partnership committed 
$25,000. MCBC has a personal match of $45,000 of in-kind services and costs 
associated with putting on the programming.  

MCBC has agreements in place to expand the visibility of the SBDC all over 
the county – including satellite offices in the City of Soledad and the City of 
Monterey, with bilingual business counselors available in all locations, including 
the home office in Salinas.  

 

SBDC Performance Measures, 2025-26: 
 

Performance Metric Goal 

SBDC Clients Advised (excluding training)                   500 

New Business Starts                                            30 

Number of Loans / Equity 60 

Unique Clients Served in Underserved Communities 435 
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III. Increase Small and Medium Size Business Outreach Efforts 
 

Funding Request:    $25,000  
 

MCBC key objectives for 2025-2026 include the following: 
 

• To create greater alignment among the activities of business, 
government, education, media, health and foundation/community-based 
efforts. 

 

• To build coalitions around key community issues and foster increased 
public-private partnerships. 

 

• To develop programs that support the development of jobs and business 
opportunities. 

 

• To work to improve the business climate to retain and expand existing 
businesses and the recruitment of new businesses; to keep economic 
development in the forefront of municipal priorities. 

In order to fulfill those objectives, MCBC will continue to provide facilitation 
and implementation of programming supporting the main economic drivers of 
Monterey County. The flexibility of industries remains a major topic, but it can be 
presumed the major industries continue to fall under the Monterey County 
Economic Opportunity Pillars: Agriculture, Tourism, Education, and Research. 
These efforts aid in accelerating regional development of small and medium-size 
businesses and the creation and retention of jobs. 

Overall, MCBC will continue to execute the facilitation of the Leadership 
Monterey County program. MCBC will also continue to educate and engage the 
public, among other things, highlighting the success of our initiatives and partners 
through events such as our Supervisor Speaker Series, email and social medium 
conduits and Annual Economic Development Awards. 

MCBC will also continue to advocate for the region’s military missions 
through the Monterey Bay Defense Alliance which seeks to prepare the County for 
the next anticipated BRAC round.  

Partners in all of these activities include, but are not limited to, the following: 
local Chambers of Commerce; See Monterey; Salinas United Business 
Association; Monterey County special districts; the Monterey County Office of 
Education; CSUMB; MPC, Hartnell College; El Pajaro CDC; Naval Postgraduate 
School; the Workforce Development Board; California GoBIZ, Small Business 
Administration; trade organizations, and all cities of Monterey County.  

MCBC continues to leverage its website and growth of social media 
platforms and gain more followers through Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn, 
publicizing its ongoing efforts, increasing community awareness and fostering 
collaboration with our County Supervisors and new and existing partners 
throughout the County. The County of Monterey is recognized as a sponsor on all 
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promotional and program materials. The County is also recognized in weekly 
emails to over 300 contacts in our weekly e-newsletter featuring articles about new 
and important business-related events in Monterey County. 

 
 

Performance Measures, 2025-26: 
 

MCBC will provide facilitation and implementation of programs that support County 
of Monterey Economic Opportunity Pillars: Agriculture, Tourism, Education, and 
Research, designed for growth in awareness and retention and creation of jobs – 
6 programs. 

 

MCBC will host Economic Activities promoting business advocacy, leadership, and 
public engagement, designed for growth in public engagement and outreach for 
economic development – 10 programs 
 

 
*** 

 
 

TOTAL FUNDING FOR 2025-2026: 
0.46% of DSA FORMULA = $190,000 
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